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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a Meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 27th June, 2012, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Parish Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors G Burlison, P Clark, S Clark and K Duggan 

 
22. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors FS Duggan, R Makepeace and D Robb 
 
23. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
24. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
 
Councillor J Armstrong had submitted apologies for absence. 
 
25. FINANCIAL REPORT  
 

(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 
 
(i) £170.12 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages. 
(ii) £42.40 to HMRC in respect of PAYE.  
(iii) £57.00 to Durham County Council in respect of printing (Minute 146 refers). 
(iv) £75.00 to Mr MG Ackroyd in respect of internal audit.  
(v) £1006.82 to County Durham Community Foundation in respect of reclaimed VAT on 

Wind Farm Grant.  
(vi) £1260.00 to Lanchester Garden Centre in respect of planters. 

 
(b) Cheques issued:  

 
(i)  30th May 2012 £ 250.38 Mr D Walker    No. 557 
(ii) 30th May 2012 £ 62.82 HMRC     No. 558 
(iii) 30th May 2012 £ 60.77 Petty Cash    No. 559 
(iv) 30th May 2012 £ 40.00 Cornsay Village Res Association No. 560 
(v) 14th Jun 2012 £ 57.00 Durham County Council   No. 560 

 
(c) Cash at Bank: 

 
Northern Rock  £13,646.04 
Barclays  £24,249.21 
Unity Trust  £8,655.52 

 
(d) Petty Cash: 
 

Details of petty cash spending had been circulated. 
 
Resolved: that the petty cash be replenished to £100.00 

 
(e) Quarterly Budget Report: 

 
Copies of the quarterly budget report had been circulated, and the Clerk explained the 
financial position. 
 
Resolved: That the budget report be noted. 
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26. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) CDALC - Details of training session on accounts to be held on 2 October 
at a cost of £27.00. 
Resolved: That the Clerk attend the training session.  
 

(b) Durham County Council - Information on Annual Overview and Scrutiny Report 
Resolved: That the information be noted.  

(c) Mr J Rippon - Correspondence received in relation to Cornsay Colliery War 
Memorial which was located within the Church of St John the 
Baptist, Hamsteels, which had been closed and was being 
offered for sale by the Diocese. 
Resolved: That enquiries be made with the Diocese as to the 
future of the Memorial, and the matter be considered at the 
next meeting of the Council.  

 
27. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
There were no planning applications for consideration. 
 
28. CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
The Clerk had submitted a comprehensive report in relation to the adoption of a new Code of 
Conduct as required by the Localism Act 2011.  
 
Resolved: That the NALC Code of Conduct be adopted.   
 
29. REPORT OF THE INTERNAL AUDITOR 
 
The Internal Auditor had met with the Clerk to complete this year’s internal audit and copies of his 
report had been circulated.  
 
Resolved: (i) That enquiries be made with Zurich Municipal in relation to insurance cover for the 
Draw Well. 
(ii) That the risk assessment be updated to reflect the new risks and control measures identified. 
(iii) That as appropriate records were kept and grants received were likely to be infrequent and 
irregular, it was not necessary to operate a separate bank account for grant funding at this time. 
 
30. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 
(a) Heating System 

 
Problems with the heating system which had not been functioning correctly since damage 
was caused to the building last year had previously been drawn to the Council’s attention. It 
was anticipated that repairs would cost between £150 and £200. 
 
Resolved: That the Council pay the cost of repairs. 

 
(b) New Community Building 

 
(i) Architect 

 
Details of the costs for architectural work had now been confirmed by Blake 
Hopkinson Architecture, details of which had been circulated.  Quotes for mechanical 
and electrical and structural engineering had also been provided by the Architect, with 
three quotes having been obtained for each to comply with the Council’s Standing 
Orders. 
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Resolved: That the Architect’s fees be approved, and the quotations from Kyoob and 
Portland Consulting be accepted. 

 
(ii) Asbestos Survey 

 
An asbestos survey of the existing building was required as part of the project.  It had 
been hoped that costs would be available for the meeting, however these were still 
awaited.  
 
Resolved: That this aspect be considered further once costs were available.  

 
(iii) Topographical Survey 

 
It was necessary to have a topographical survey carried out to define the site levels 
and assist the Architect in preparing the plans.  Three quotes had been obtained by 
the Architect for this work. 
 
Resolved: That the quote from Land Surveys Ltd be accepted.  

 
(iv) VAT 

 
The Clerk reported that VAT would be payable on aspects of the project, and it was 
important to establish at an early stage whether VAT would be recoverable.  
 
This was a complex area and the VAT involved would be a substantial amount.  The 
Clerk had made enquiries with a VAT consultant to seek a cost for providing specialist 
advice.  The VAT consultants had indicated that a free initial consultation could be 
offered, at which either advice could be offered or, if additional work was required, a 
fee could be provided.  

 
Resolved: That the Clerk make arrangements to obtain appropriate advice, or a fee 
for obtaining such advice.  

 
31. B6301 CORNSAY COLLIERY – EXTENSION OF 30MPH SPEED LIMIT 
 
A consultation had been received from Durham County Council in relation to a proposal to extend the 
30mph speed limit at each end of Cornsay Colliery.  
 
Resolved: That the proposed scheme be supported.  
 
32. CORNSAY COLLIERY PARK – GRASS CUTTING 
 
The Chair reported that Ian Truby who had undertaken grass cutting of the park for several years had 
indicated that he was unable to continue to do so.  
 
TRACC received funding each year towards the maintenance of the ‘yellow brick road’ which 
adjoined the park, and as the grass had been in desperate need of cutting arrangements had been 
made to have this carried out as a one-off with TRACC having paid the cost. 
 
Costs had been sought to have the grass cut for the remainder of the season, however these had 
been substantially in excess of the amount charged by Ian Truby.  TRACC had offered however to 
contribute towards the costs.  
 
The lowest price had been provided my Mr Bartlett at £50 per cut. 
 
Resolved: That Mr Bartlett be requested to cut the grass for the remainder of the season at £50 per 
cut, with the matter to be considered by the Council in sufficient time to make arrangements for next 
year.   
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The Meeting closed at 7.55 pm 

 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 


