
 

              
      

 
        

  
              

    
  

          
            
          

    
              

                
             

  
   

             
     

     
  

 
  

     
    

      
     

     
    

   
         
    
      

      
        

      
      

   
        

Communication  Supports  
Module:  Shared  Reading  
Content  Activity: Coach  

Big Idea: 
• Adults encourage and support communication and interaction. 

Guiding Statement: 
• As needed, I provide each of my students with the communication supports they 

are learning to use. 
Part 1: 
Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) includes a range of communication 
approaches that can supplement or replace speech. AAC can be unaided (e.g., facial 
expressions, gestures, sign language) or aided (e.g., graphic symbols, tactile symbols, 
devices, and communication apps). 
One of the goals of shared reading is increasing a student’s expressive language ability. 
To do this, the student needs to be able to communicate during the lesson. That means 
that students who need AAC support must always have a way to communicate during 
shared reading. 
Directions Part 1: 
Read each student descriptor below and indicate if student may need AAC to participate 
or if they can use speech. 

Student Characteristic May need AAC 
to Participate 

Can Use Speech 
to Participate 

Speech is unintelligible to some 
communication partners •

Unable to produce speech •
Able to produce speech that nonfamiliar 
listeners can understand •

Student uses unconventional communication 
behaviors •

Student has some speech but it is difficult to 
produce spontaneously •

Student is persistent when using speech to 
convey his/her thoughts and ideas •

Student will repeat what is said but unable 
to generate own comment •

Student uses only single word to 
communicate •

Student can initiate comments using speech •
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COMMUNICATION SUPPORTS 2 
Part 2: 
Students who require AAC should have a comprehensive assessment to determine the 
best system to meet their individual needs. Unfortunately, these assessments may take 
time to set up and implement for various reasons. We cannot lose instructional time 
while waiting for assessment recommendations. While the team is in the process of 
determining a communication system, the adult reading partner can use the Universal 
Core symbols provided in all Tar Heel Shared Reader books. Adult reading partners can 
teach students to use the core vocabulary by pointing to the symbols and saying the 
word as he/she make comments about the book. For students with significant vision 
issues, add braille to a paper-based version so students have access. 
Here are the symbols provided on the Tar Heel Shared Reader interface. 

Below are examples of how the communication symbols in the Tar Heel Shared Reader 
interface can be used to demonstrate the comments about the book. 
Turn to a page and pause to allow students the opportunity to see or explore tactile 
components on the page and make a comment. If students do not make a comment, 
then read the text and pause again. If students still don't comment, then provide a 
preplanned comment and point to the onscreen symbol(s) or sweep across the braille. 
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COMMUNICATION SUPPORTS 3 
Directions Part 2: 
Read the following pages and write a comment that could be demonstrated using the 
symbols provided on Tar Heel Shared Reader. 
Keep in mind the following when developing comments: 

• Student’s language and literacy level 
• Create comments students might make 
• Create comments that support the text 
• Create comments with words that are available on student AAC systems 

For example: 

Comment: horses different. 
As you say different, point to the 
symbol. 

Comment: People like to go. 
As you say like and go, point to the 
symbols 

Coach  Directions:  
Words in Italics are examples, but participants are likely to come up with other 
comments. When using the activity with a group, participants can work in pairs to co-
create their comments. Then share the work with the whole group, so the group can 
consider other ways of making comments students might make. 

Comment: SOME or WANT IT or IT HERE 
or IT small 

Comment: IT white or LIKE IT or 
DIFFERENT or HELP ride IT 
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COMMUNICATION SUPPORTS 4 
Coach Discussion: 

• Student’s language and literacy level 
o If students is not yet using symbols to comment, your comments should 

typically be only one or two words. 
o If students use 2-3 words, then you should demonstrate comments using 

3-4 words. 
• Comments my student might say 

o In shared reading we are not telling students what to say but using the 
vocabulary they have available to show them what they could say. It is 
important to vary the types of comments made so that students learn 
different ways to think about and make meaning from books. 

• Comments that support the text 
o The book gives the adult and the students a shared activity to talk about. 
o Comments that support the text help students understand the text. 

• Words that are available on student AAC systems 
o As much as possible, demonstrate the words students have available on 

their AAC systems so they can see how, why, and when we use the 
words. 
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