
TutorLingo 
A Toolbox for the Novice Tutor - Discussion Questions & Activities 

Questions 
 What are the four distinct parts of a tutoring session?

 What should you do to prepare before a tutoring session?

 How do you effectively begin/end a session?

 What are some things you can do to assess the tutee’s understanding during a session?

 What are some questions you can ask at the end of a session to assess the effectiveness of the

session overall?

 What personal traits do a great tutor and a great teacher share?

 What academic/professional traits do great tutors have?

 What is the difference between listening and hearing?

 What are some active listening strategies you can use during a tutoring session?

 What are some strategies you can use to get back on track if you find yourself not listening

actively?

Activities 

From workshop:  

Think about a recent tutoring session and write down one or two questions that you asked during that 

session. If you have not tutored, think about two questions you might ask when you do. Identify which 

category of Bloom’s Taxonomy each question fits into best.  

Variation I: 

Collect two questions from each trainee and randomly distribute the questions among the group so 

that trainees are categorizing others’ questions and not just their own. 

Variation II: 

Have trainees modify their questions so that they now fit into a different category of Bloom’s.

Create a tutoring session template you can use to plan/organize your future tutoring sessions. Use 

the 5, 10, 30 model presented in the workshop as a guide. 

Write a role-play for the first 15 minutes of a session in which you use strategies to put your tutee at 

ease and do an informal assessment to determine her comfort zone/what she already knows. 




