
 
 

183 

 

CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 30th March, 2016, at 7.00pm, in 
Woodland Hall, Woodland Road, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors J Armstrong, L McKendrick, R Makepeace and D Robb 

and County Councillors D Bell and A Bonner 
 
130. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors FS and K Duggan and County Councillors D 
Bell and A Bonner. 
 
131. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
Councillor R Makepeace declared an interest in Minute 139(b) and took no part in the discussion or 
decision thereon.  
 
132. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
County Councillors reported on the following items: 
 

 The County Durham Plan had now been withdrawn.  Work would commence shortly on 
developing a new Plan for completion in 2018. 

 Fly-tipping and litter along Newhouse Road had been recently been cleared but further fly-
tipping had taken place.  

 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
133. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 24th February, 2016, were confirmed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
134. MATTERS ARISING 
 
Minute 125 - The recent meeting of the Cornsay Village Residents Association had been 

  cancelled.  The Draw Well would be considered at the next meeting. 
Minute 141 - The Clerk was in discussion with the youth shelter supplier in relation to the 

  further repairs required to the roof.  
  
135. FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 

 
(i) £194.05 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for March. 
(ii) £48.40 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for March. 
(iii) £108.00 to Wicksteed Leisure in respect of annual play area inspections. 
(iv) ££840.00 to Artis Consulting in respect of quantity surveyor services for March. 
(v) Blake Hopkinson LLP March/April payment for design works. 
(vi) £12.50 to Durham City Homes in respect of hire of Woodland Hall. 
(vii) £27.00 to Durham City Homes in respect of hire of Woodland Hall. 
(viii) Durham County Council in respect of legal advice in relation to Deed of Dedication 

and Deed of Surrender for community Centre. 
(ix) £110.00 to Cornsay Village Residents Association in respect of play areas. 
(x) WJM Quigley Ltd in respect of no.4 payment for construction works.  

 
The following account had fallen due and been paid over the since the last meeting in 
consultation with the Chairman and Members.  
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(i) £82,934.68 to WJM Quigley Ltd in respect of no.3 payment for construction works.  

 
(b) Cheques issued:  

  
(i) 24th Feb 2016 £ 267.81 Clerk’s wages    No. 832 
(ii) 27th Jan 2016 £ 67.00 HMRC     No. 833 
(iii) 27th Jan 2016 £ 194.16 Website     No. 834 
(iv) 27th Jan 2016 £ 12.00 Durham City Homes   No. 835 
(v) 10th Mar 2016 £ 840.00 Artis Consulting     No. 836 
(vi) 10th Mar 2016 £ 840.00 Blake Hopkinson LLP   No. 837 
(vii) 11th Mar 2016 £ 82,934.68 WJM Quigley Ltd   No. 005 

 
(c) Cash at Bank: 

 
Northern Rock  £29,568.58 
Barclays  £127,343.05 
Barclays (Savings) £12,227.57 
Unity Trust  £10,245.99 

 
(d) VAT Reclaims 

 
The VAT reclaim for the period January 2016 had now been received from HMRC and was in 
the sum of £10,197.92. 
 
The VAT reclaim for the period February 2016 had been submitted to HMRC and was in the 
sum of £14,244.44. 
 

(e) Unity Trust Account 
 
The Clerk reported that correspondence had been received from Unity Trust Bank advising of 
changes to the account terms and conditions from June, 2016.  The bank would cease paying 
interest on the account, and would be introducing a fee of £6.00 per month. 
 
The account currently held the Council’s contingency fund, together with the remainder of the 
play area opt-out monies.  
 
Resolved: (i) That in view of the changes to the terms and conditions, the account with Unity 
Trust Bank be closed in advance of June, 2016.  
 
(ii) That the monies held in the account be transferred to the Barclays savings account and 
remain ringfenced for their current purpose.  

 
136. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Mid Durham AAP - Enquiry as to whether the new community centre could be 
booked for a meeting in September 2016, and details of the 
charge.  
Resolved: That the booking be accepted and that a charge of 
£15.00 per hour be made, details of the booking and the 
income to be passed to the management committee in due 
course.  
 

(b) CDALC - Details of arrangements of cover to be provided during the 
forthcoming absence of the Executive Officer. 
Resolved: That the correspondence be noted. 
 

(c) Thornhill Primary School - Request for donation to the County Durham School 
Benevolent Fund. 
Resolved: That no donation be made on this occasion. 
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137. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
There were no planning applications for consideration.  
 
The application by Prince Bishop Homes for the construction of 31no. bungalows on the former 
school site had now been approved by the County Council’s planning committee.  
 
138. APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR 
 
It was necessary to appoint an internal auditor to undertake the Council’s internal audit for the year 
2015/2016.  
 
Resolved: That Mr MG Ackroyd be requested to undertake the internal audit.  
 
139. PLAY AREAS 
 

(a) Annual Play Area Inspections 
 
The Clerk reported that the annual play area inspections had now been carried out by Wicksteed 
Leisure. 
 
Comments made in relation to Cornsay Village and Cornsay Colliery were highlighted.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 

(b) Weekly Inspections 
 
The weekly inspections of the play equipment at Cornsay Colliery had been undertaken by a local 
resident on behalf of the Residents Association.  The Association received a donation, equivalent to 
£5.00 per week to cover expenses associated with this task.  
 
The Chair reported that the local resident who had been carrying out the task no longer wished to do 
so and alternative arrangements would need to be made.  
 
Resolved: That enquiries be made of Makepeace Landscapes to establish whether they would be 
willing to undertake this task alongside the grounds maintenance of the park.  
 
140. CORNSAY COLLIERY PARK 
 
Moles had recently been reported as being present in the park.  The Chair reported that since grass 
cutting had begun for the year, there had been no further signs of mole activity in the park.  
 
Resolved: That the situation be monitored and, if necessary, the services of a mole catcher be 
obtained if necessary.  
  
141. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 

(a) Marketing & Development Officer 
 
Members of the Personnel Committee had met informally with Julie Cassidy of Durham County 
Council’s HR department to obtain information and advice on the recruitment process and how to 
organise and manage it.  
 
The Committee’s first task was to finalise the job description and person specification.  This would 
then be reviewed by the HR advisor prior to submission to the Lottery for their approval. 
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
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(b) Future Management Options 
 
The Chair and Clerk had met with Andy Coulthard at Mid Durham AAP to obtain advice on options for 
the management committee for the new building.  
 
Resolved: That a meeting with the Trustees of the Community Hall Association be arranged to 
discuss options. 
 

(c) Building Works 
 
The Chair reported that works were progressing well.  The roof trusses were to be delivered and 
installed during the coming week, after which it would take around 3 weeks until the roof structure 
was finished.  
 
The contractors had reported that the site was very wet and that the drainage required improvement.  
In consultation with the architect, it had therefore been decided to install land drains around the 
building to improve the situation. 
 
It had also been suggested that a speaker and PA system could be installed during fitting out to 
improve functionality of the new building.  This was being reviewed by the mechanical and electrical 
engineer.  
 
The doors and windows were to be powder coated grey, however, in order to highlight the main 
entrance the doors would be finished in powder coated red.  Additionally the proposed fire exit to the 
youth room would be finished as a standard external door to permit access from outside the building 
to increase future flexibility for this room.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 

(d) Durham County Council - Community Economic Development Officer 
 
Throughout the project, the Council had received ongoing support from Durham County Council’s 
Community Economic Regeneration Team.  Most recently, Libby Mahoney, a Community Economic 
Regeneration Officer had been working on the project and had provided extensive support and 
advice.  
 
The Chair reported that Libby Mahoney would be leaving the County Council in April 2016. While 
support would continue to be provided, this would not be to the same level as previously now that the 
project was underway.   
 
Resolved: That the Chairman obtain a small gift and card to be signed by all Members to recognise 
the Council’s gratitude for the help, advice and support she has provided. 
 

The Meeting closed at 8.00 pm 
 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 


