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Not yet uhuru for Chibok residents

A section of the Government Girls Secondary School, Chibok, Borno State, where 276 girls were abducted by Boko Haram in April 2014. The school, which is currently 
under reconstruction, is now co-educational and also houses a primary section.                    Pic by Nathaniel Akhigbe 

In the wake of the announcement by the Federal Government in May that a batch of 82 of the 276 schoolgirls who were abducted by 
Boko Haram from Government Secondary School in Chibok, Borno State, in 2014 had been rescued and would soon be reunited with 
their families, NATHANIEL AKHIGBE, who had been to Chibok in 2014, went on a second missionary journey to the town, this time 
not as a journalist but as a representative of a non-governmental organisation. In this no-holds-barred account, he reports on his 
tortuous journey to Chibok, his experience living in the town for five days, the near collapse of the Chibok economy, the infrastructure 
collapse, heavy military presence, strained military-residents relationship, his brush with the military, and his experience teaching 
for three days at the very same school where the girls were abducted.      See full story on pages 4-7
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Introduction

D
rums of war are sound-
ing near and close. 
Others are pouring the 
balm of ‘restructuring’ 

to appease the agitators. This 
seems to throw the national 
leadership, already weakened by 
an ailing presidency, into panic 
and confusion.

Nature has always spared 
Nigeria of a harvest of disasters 

as in most other countries, but 
Nigerians have always invented 
man-made ones that frequently 
visit to take away  thousands of 
lives: selling their kinsmen as 
slaves, inter-tribal killings, civil 
war, terrorism, election crisis, 

religious massacre, militancy, 
and constant vehicular accidents 
including air disasters. These 
have ensured that Nigeria’s 
population remained under 
200million and that Nigeria’s 
economy continued to stutter; 

always a third world economy, 
always a potential that is never 
actualised, and always an under-
developed nation. Thus, the 
nation has continued to swing 
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I
t began as a rumour and, as it spread, 
it assumed diverse versions but the 
central message remained essen-
tially the same – Christian Religious 
Knowledge (CRK) has been removed 

as a subject of study from the curriculum 
of public secondary schools in Nigeria 
while Islamic Religious Studies (IRS) has 
been reintroduced. That was how it was 
presented.

In a religious-diverse country like Ni-
geria, such news was bound to raise dust. 
And it did raise a lot of dust as several Ni-
gerians, online and offline, railed against 
the Federal Ministry of Education and 
other bodies responsible for curriculum 
development for daring to take such a 
decision seen by many as an attempt to 
extend the kingdom of Islam to all parts 
of Nigeria.

Human Rights Writers Association of 
Nigeria (HURIWA), a non-governmental 
organisation, accused Adamu Adamu, 
minister of education, of hatching a sin-
ister plot to cause interreligious crisis in 
Nigeria. It classified him as an agent of 
destabilisation of interreligious harmony 
going by his alleged arbitrary appoint-
ment of persons of the Islamic faith to 
head strategic educational agencies such 
as the National Universities Commission 
(NUC), Joint Admission and Matriculation 
Board (JAMB), Tertiary Education Trust 
Fund (TETFUND), amongst others.

“We are aware of the very destabilising 
plots to foist the study of Islamic Religious 
Study as a compulsory subject in public 
secondary school even when the con-
stitution in section 38 (1) and (2) provides 
that on no occasion will a strange religious 
faith be taught to students/pupils of dif-
ferent religious persuasions,” HURIWA 
said in a statement signed by Emmanuel 
Onwubiko, its president.

“We have it on good authority that the 
current education minister has arbitrarily 
ordered that in the current curriculum, 
Islamic and Christian Religious Studies 
will no longer be studied in schools as 
subjects on their own but as themes in 
civic education, whereas Islamic Studies 
has been made a compulsory alternative 
subject to French for students in sections 
of the curriculum,” it said.

The group argued that since French 
teachers were scarce in the country as 
against a glut of Islamic teachers, Chris-
tian students would be forced to take 
Islamic Arabic Studies which, it said, is 
absolutely unconstitutional and amounts 
to an attempt to impose one religion as a 
state religion against constitutional provi-
sion in section 10.

It called for restoration of both Islamic 
Religious Study and Christian Religious 
Knowledge as subjects in public school, 
just as it asked that an alternative subject 
to be called African Traditional Religious 
Study be introduced to balance the reli-
gious equation in Nigeria.

The Christian Association of Nigeria 
(CAN) advanced a similar argument 
when its delegation led by Rev Samson 
Ayokunle, its president, visited the Presi-
dential Villa, Abuja, to meet with Acting 
President Yemi Osinbajo.

“We are here to point your attention 

Adamu Adamu, minister of education
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The ‘removal’ of CRK from public school curriculum

to a time-bomb, obnoxious, divisive and 
ungodly secondary school curriculum 
that the Federal Ministry of Education 
is introducing into our schools and of 
which we had earlier complained to the 
presidency. Then, if I am not mistaken, 
it was suspended but has again been 
reintroduced without any review at all,” 
Ayokunle said.

“This curriculum is the brain-child of 
Nigerian Educational Research Council, 
an agency of the Federal Ministry of 
Education. To us in CAN, its introduction 
is an ill-wind that blows nobody any good 
for so many reasons. A state has started 
implementing it already and Christians 
that are more on the receiving side of 
it are already crying foul because of its 
potential dangers now,” he said.

Demanding a return to the old cur-
riculum, CAN described moves to force 
Islamic studies down the throats of non-
adherents of the religion as injustice and 
one agenda deliberately crafted towards 
Islamisation.

In a quick reaction, the management 
of the Nigerian Educational Research and 
Development Council (NERDC) said CRK 
was never removed from the curriculum 
but was still being taught in schools as a 
separate distinct subject with the accom-
panying Teachers’ Guide and that it was 
not a theme in Civic Education but that 
Civic Education was a distinct subject on 
its own which teaches the rudiments of 
good citizenship.

“The Management of NERDC hereby 
reiterates categorically and unequivocally 

to all Nigerians that the subject offerings 
(Civic Education, Social Studies, Christian 
Religious Knowledge, Islamic Studies and 
Security Education) under the Religion 
and National Values Curriculum are dis-
tinct. The subjects are as listed and taught 
separately on the time table,” Ismail Jun-
aidu, a professor and executive secretary, 
NERDC, said in a statement.

“In this Curriculum, no child should be 
coerced or compelled to learn or be taught 
in school any religious studies subject but 
only one (out of the two) that restrictively 
relates to the belief system professed by 
the child and his/her parents,” he said.

He said that teachers had been trained 
in the six geopolitical zones to be able to 
teach these distinct subjects, adding that 
teachers were also aware of the mode of 
teaching Religion and National Values 
Curriculum as distinct subjects on the 
time table.

Junaidu also said there was no subject 
in the Nigerian School Curriculum called 
Islamic Arabic Studies nor anywhere in 
the world as being speculated, adding that 
French was a compulsory subject from 
Primary 4 as dictated by the National Policy 
on Education Section 2, sub-section 23.7p 13.

The executive secretary said efforts 
were in top gear to print the Christian 
Religious Knowledge and Islamic Stud-
ies Curriculum separately in order to 
maintain their characteristics and dis-
tinctiveness.

Also reacting, Chinenye Ihuoma, direc-
tor of press, Federal Ministry of Educa-
tion, said the ministry had designed a new 

subject which merged Civic Education, 
IRS, CRK and Social Studies into “Religion 
and National Values”.

“The alteration is not from the minister, 
this is purely from the National Council 
on Education. It is just as the council has 
said that History should be a subject of 
its own at the basic level in the first nine 
years,” Ihuoma told reporters.

“Now, a new subject has been intro-
duced, called Religion and National Val-
ues. It is a fusion of religion and civics. I 
have not seen the details but in a case 
where you have subject combinations 
in the same period, everyone will attend 
lectures that correspond with their own 
religion,” she explained.

Was CRK removed from the cur-
riculum?

Our checks show that, contrary to the 
alarm raised in some quarters, CRK has 
not been removed from the curriculum.

A November 26, 2016 letter origi-
nating from the National Examination 
Council (NECO) titled ‘Guidelines for 
the 2017 Basic Education Certificate 
Examination (BECE) Registration’ and 
addressed to ‘All Principals/Comman-
dants’ said each candidate shall register 
a minimum of nine and a maximum of 
10 subjects, thus: (1) English Studies; (2) 
Mathematics; (3) Nigerian Languages 
(one Nigerian language, which could 
be Edo, Efik, Hausa, Ibibio, Igbo or Yo-
ruba); (4) Basic Science and Technology 
(BST – comprising Basic Science, Basic 
Technology, Physical and Health Educa-
tion and Computer Studies/ICT); (5) Pre-
Vocational Studies (PVS – comprising 
Home Economics, Agricultural Science 
and Entrepreneurship); (6) Religious 
and National Values Education (RVE –
comprising Christian Religious Studies/
Islamic Religious Studies, Social Studies, 
Civic Education and Security Education); 
(7) Cultural and Creative Arts (CCA – 
comprising Fine Art, Music and Drama); 
(8) Business Studies; (9) French Language, 
and (10) Arabic Language.

The real argument, however, is why 
Arabic Language has been introduced 
as a separate subject of study. As it is, 
candidates sitting for Basic Education 
Certificate Examination have to either 
choose Arabic Language or French, and 
where a French teacher is not available, 
the candidate would be compelled to 
choose Arabic Language which is seen as 
a surreptitious way of Islamisation.

“The rational is to hide under the guise 
of teaching Arabic to spread Islam into 
Northern Christian minority populations 
and the Middle Belt where you will cur-
rently find it hard to get a French teacher, 
so students will be forced to study Arabic 
cleverly embedded with an Islamic mal-
ware,” said an observer on Nairaland, 
Nigeria’s online beer parlour.

Many other observers say they have 
no doubt that this is the real intention 
of those who developed the new cur-
riculum.

Need for caution
Pundits have warned that in a country 

already polarised by ethnic and other 
primordial sentiments, any attempts to 
further deepen the fissures along religious 
lines may spell doom for the country’s 
continued unity.

CHUKS OLUIGBO



L-R: Eyong Ebai, general manager, Healthcare West & Central Africa, General Electronic (GE); Ademola 
Oshodi, branch manager; Chizoba Iheme, head, liabilities, emerging businesses; Chioma Ogwo, asset 
manager, emerging businesses, all from Diamond Bank Plc at the Nigeria Health Excellence Awards 
(NHEA) in Lagos recently where Diamond Bank clinched the award of the ‘Most Healthcare Friendly 
Financial Institution of the Year 2017’ .

L-R: Dare Ogunyombo, group head media, Brooks and Blake Nig Ltd receiving the Outstanding 
PR Agency of the Year plaque from David Okeme, president, ADVAN, during the 2017 Marketing 
Edge Stakeholders Summit and Brands and Advertising Excellence Award in Lagos.

3Sunday 02 July 2017 SUNDAYBD 

PhotoGallery
C002D5556

Munzali Jibril, president and chairman of Council, Nigerian Institute of Management (Chartered), (m); 
Victor Adedipe, deputy commandant, Armed Forces Command and Staff College, Jaji, (r) and Tony 
Fadaka, registrar/chief executive, NIM, (l), at the induction of officers of Course 39 of the College 
into the membership of NIM after the completion of Executive Training for Membership Programme 
organised by the Institute for the College.

Bolanle Ambode, founder, Hope for Women in Nigeria Initiative (HOFOWEM) and wife of Lagos 
State Governor,  (2nd r); Kemi Nelson, APC Southwest Women Leader, (right); Oyefunke Adeleke, 
CEO, HOFOWEM, (2nd l) and Rotimi Omotola (l), during the Hope For Widows Empowerment 
Programme for 103 beneficiaries to celebrate the 2017 International Widow’s Day, at the Excel 
Events Centre, Oregun, Ikeja, Lagos.

L-R: Ibrahim Boyi, managing director, PAN; Mohammed Munir Jaafaru, Chairman PAN and Tunji 
Olugbodi, executive vice-chairman, Verdant Zeal Group, at the launch of the new Peugeot 301 
Midlife Series in Kaduna.

L-R: Emmanuel Akintayo, commander, Air Force Detachment, Ibadan; Alake Adeyemo, deputy governor 
of Oyo State; Omolade Faboyede, commander of NDLEA, Oyo State Command, and Emmanuel Udo-
Aka, controller of customs, Oyo/Osun Area, during the 2017 International Day Against Drug Abuse and 
Illicit Drug Trafficking in Ibadan. NAN

L-R: Chief Olabode George; Chief Olapade Agoro; Folu Olamiti; Deji Osinbogun; Bode Olajumoke, 
and Olusegun Ahmadu, at a Unity Retreat by Yoruba Leadership and Peace Initiative, in Ibadan. NAN Providing succor to the IDPs Unity Bank staff donating relief material to Praxis Catholic e-school for 

IDPs during the school’s courtesy call to the Bank’s Regional Office in Abuja, recently
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I
n May 2017, the Federal Govern-
ment announced the release of 82 
of the 276 schoolgirls who were 
abducted from Government Second-
ary School in Chibok, Borno State, 

by Boko Haram insurgents on the night 
of April 14, 2014, bringing to 106 the total 
number of the schoolgirls so far rescued. 
That announcement triggered in me the 
desire to visit Chibok once again. I had 
been there once, in June 2014, shortly 
after the girls were abducted. This time 
around, I wanted to have an on-the-spot 
feel of life in Chibok three years after my 
first visit, get some of the freshly rescued 
girls to share their experiences as well as 
talk to some of the parents whose daugh-
ters were among the rescued girls. 

My curiosity grew when I heard Peter 
Joseph, a relative of one of the rescued 
girls, say during ‘The Stream’ on Al 
Jazeera that the Nigerian government 
barred the girls from telling their parents 
or relatives about their experiences while 
in captivity. Something must be amiss, I 
thought. I had also confirmed from my 
sources in Chibok that journalists, par-
ticularly Nigerian journalists, were being 
prevented from entering Chibok. There 
and then, I made up my mind to go, only 
this time around not as a journalist but 
as a humanitarian worker, since I also 
head the media team of an NGO run by 
a religious centre. 

On Thursday, June 8, having obtained 
the necessary clearance from my office, 
I packed a few personal effects into a 
small bag and headed to the Murtala 
Muhammad Airport in Lagos and into the 
uncertainty that awaited me in Chibok.

The journey to Chibok
The flight from Lagos to Kano took ap-

proximately 70 minutes. I arrived in Kano 
in the cool of the evening and headed to 
a hotel. The raging insurgency in Borno 
State in the last few years has meant there 
are no commercial flights into Maiduguri. 
Travellers to the city could fly into either 
Kano or Yola and complete the rest of the 
journey by road.

Early Friday morning, I set off to 
Maiduguri by road. The 600-kilometre 
Kano-Maiduguri journey took more than 
eight hours due to the incessant stops for 
security checks. It was also the month of 
Ramadan and the predominantly Muslim 
passengers who were observing their fast 
stopped at intervals to pray. 

As we got into Damaturu, the capi-
tal of Yobe State, at about 5:30 pm and 
journeyed towards Maiduguri, I grew 
apprehensive. I had been hinted in Kano 
that vehicular and human movements 
were not allowed into Maiduguri once it 
was dark. Based on media reports, bomb-
ings have not ceased in that ancient city 
fondly called Yerwa by the locals since 
my last visit in 2014. 

Between Damaturu and Maiduguri, 
we were again stopped by soldiers at a 
checkpoint and ordered to present our 
identity cards. Four of the passengers 
were undocumented Nigeriens and 
Cameroonians and the soldiers asked 
us to either wait for the foreigners to be 
interrogated or those in a hurry should 
find an alternative. But luck smiled on 
me when one of the soldiers stopped a 
private car and asked the driver to assist 
me to Maiduguri. Within 15 minutes we 
were in Maiduguri. It was about 6:20 pm. 

Now safely in Maiduguri, it suddenly 
dawned on me that I was hungry. I had 
not eaten anything prior to this time. As 
I stepped out of the car and bade farewell 
to the guy who gave me a lift, I saw a kiosk 
with the bold inscription, ‘University of 
Suya’. I followed the compelling aroma 

and bought just enough suya and water 
to serve as my evening meal. 

The next challenge was locating the 
hotel where I planned to spend the night. 
It was the same hotel I used during my 
first trip. I remembered the name of 
the hotel but not its location. To make 
matter worse, the first three tricyclists 
I stopped could not speak English and I, 
unfortunately, do not speak Hausa. The 
fourth one nodded when I asked if he 
knew the hotel, but when he began to 
run around the city in confusion, I knew 
he was totally lost. An hour later, I was 
still inside this tricycle without any idea 
how close or far we were to the hotel. It 
was past 9:00pm, a time in Maiduguri that 
only security personnel are expected to 
be outside.

Rather miraculously, I found another 
tricyclist who could communicate in Eng-
lish and knew the hotel as well. He tried 
to describe the place to us but I asked him 
to take me there instead. I paid off the first 
guy and the second took me graciously to 
my destination. It was 9:25pm when I got 
to the hotel and checked in.

By 4:00 O’clock on Saturday morning I 
was up, and by 6:00am I was fully ready to 
hit Chibok, but since movements are not 
allowed in Maiduguri until 7:00am, I sat 
back on the bed, turned on the television 
to know if there had been bombings in 
any part of Maiduguri while I slept. Un-
fortunately, the three channels available 
showed only movies. I decided on one of 
the movies, ‘Maximum Risk’. That title 
reminded me of the journey ahead of me. 

I got to the park at 10:00am in a tricycle. 
I could have left earlier, but I did not want 
to reach Chibok too early for security 
reasons. To my greatest shock, drivers at 
the park told me I was late for the journey.

“This is just 10:00am. How then can I be 
late for a journey of not more than three 
hours?” I asked. “I have been to Chibok 

before.”
The drivers told me things had 

changed since my last visit. Travelling 
to Chibok, Damboa and Biu from Mai-
duguri and back is now scheduled. You 
either follow the schedule or forget the 
journey. No vehicle, whether private or 
commercial, goes to Damboa without 
security escort provided by the military, 
they said. Damboa is a border local gov-
ernment area to Chibok. 

I reluctantly went back to my hotel, 
dropped my bag and took a tricycle round 
Maiduguri for sightseeing. At a glance, 
Maiduguri is now far less busy than it was 
when I visited in 2014. Business activities 
in the city are at their lowest ebb. 

After about an hour going round the 
city, I went back to the hotel. The rest 
of the day was like a nightmare as time 
seemed to stand still. To pass time, I went 
to a beer parlour located in a police bar-
racks just 10 minutes’ walk away from 
the hotel. It was 4:00pm. There, I sat like a 
disinterested observer and listened to po-
lice officers and soldiers as they discussed 
the woes bedevilling the country. To my 
utter dismay, some of them did not have 
good wishes for President Muhammadu 
Buhari whom they blamed for the ugly 
state of affairs in the country. By 7:00pm, 
I was back in my hotel. 

When I got to the park as early as 7:25 
the following morning, three vehicles 
were already loaded and on their way. 

“Am I late again?” I asked one of the 
men I met the day before. I was informed 
that all the vehicles going to Chibok have 
to wait for others at a designated location. 
I boarded the next available car. In about 
30 minutes the car was filled and we 
began the journey to Damboa. 

A little after the car took off from the 
park, we got to a checkpoint mounted by 
the JTF (Joint Military Task Force) where 
our driver paid some money. I couldn’t 

Not yet uhuru for Chibok residents
NATHANIEL AKHIGBE 

Some Chibok girls rendering a song to listening audience during Sunday service
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figure out how much, but I was told the 
money was for escort services provided 
by the security forces and every vehicle 
plying that route must pay it. 

About 15 minutes into the journey, we 
arrived at a place where countless private 
and commercial vehicles were parked and 
waiting. Buying and selling went on with-
out let or hindrance. Our vehicle joined 
the others, we all alighted and began the 
long wait for military escort to Damboa. 
A co-traveller told me how risky it was to 
travel that road alone. If you are not killed 
by the insurgents, you risk dying in the 
hands of security forces who allegedly 
fire shots at anyone who dares to travel 
without escort on that route.

After nearly three hours, the security 
forces arrived. There were more soldiers 
than policemen. The vehicles filed out and 
ours joined too. Over a hundred vehicles 
were ahead of us. It was about 1:00pm. 

About 20 minutes later, all the vehicles 
slowed down as we heard gunshots from 
the far front. I later learnt that the soldiers 
were firing at suspected Boko Haram 
insurgents who ran back into the desert 
when it became obvious they could not 
carry out a successful attack. I was also 
told the increased attacks on helpless 
citizens by the insurgents on the Maidu-
guri-Damboa road necessitated the escort 
approach adopted by the security forces. 
Remains of several bombed vehicles along 
the road, some of them very recent, are 
testimonies that trouble in this region is 
far from over.

Five minutes later we were on the 
move again. The terribly bad Maiduguri-
Damboa road made the journey seem 
endless. When we got to Damboa nearly 
two hours later, the soldiers left us. The 
road from Damboa to Chibok is worse. 
Most parts of the road are like a jungle 
and it was easy to see why it has not been 
difficult for the insurgents to successfully 
lay ambush and kill several people on this 
particular road. We arrived in Chibok at 
about 2:00pm and I breathed a sigh of 
relief. 

Living in Chibok
The first thing I tried to do on getting to 

Chibok was reach my sources there. I had 
lost the contact details of the fixer who 
assisted me when I was there in 2014, 
but I had other contacts whom I tried to 
reach. Unfortunately, network service 
had completely disappeared from my 
Etisalat and Glo lines shortly after we left 
Maiduguri. Calling my sources from a call 
centre wasn’t successful either. I was told 
Airtel and MTN are the only networks 
available in the whole of Chibok. Even 
then, they come in fits and starts. So, how 
do residents of Chibok and adjoining com-
munities communicate with the outside 
world? How do they report incidents 
when they happen – which is frequently? 
I had no doubt that too many things must 
be going unreported.

Exasperated, I sat at the call centre 
hoping I would eventually see someone I 
could recognise. AK47-wielding soldiers, 
policemen and local vigilantes were a 
common sight. Some bore other similar 
weapons. Any passer-by could easily see 
I was a stranger. As the day grew older, 
more and more people looked at me sus-
piciously. 

In my desperation, I brought out my 
phone and took out numbers of a friend 
in Lagos who hails from Borno State. He 
directed me to a fellow who provided 
me a place to stay. It was around 5:00pm 
when we got to his place. 

Chibok economy in a shambles 
The following morning, I stepped out 

to have a feel of life in Chibok. My first 
observation was the agony the people 

are going through due to the ban on 
motorcycles. I gathered that the ban 
came into force because motorcycles 
were used by the insurgents to carry out 
attacks. But unlike in Maiduguri where 
tricycles come in handy as alternatives, 
residents of Chibok and neighbouring 
communities rely on foot and bicycles for 
transportation.

As demand for bicycles has increased 
in Chibok, so has the price of an appre-
ciably good one. Residents complain that 
the sellers are taking undue advantage of 
the increase in demand. A strong bicycle 
that can carry produce from the farm is 
sold between N20,000 and N25,000 de-
pending on where it is bought. The only 
bicycles that can be bought at N10,000 or 
thereabouts are the sport-like ones with-
out a carriage at the back. But farmers 
are not interested in this type; teachers 
and students are usually the ones seen 
riding them. 

Unlike bordering local government 
areas that enjoy a bit of power supply 
once in a while, Chibok has remained 
in total darkness in the last two years. 
On November 13, 2014, Boko Haram had 
released a video on social media after it 
captured Chibok community. In that vid-
eo, Boko Haram members rode on pickup 
trucks and motorbikes destroying mobile 
telecommunication masts and electricity 
facilities with rocket-propelled grenades 
while hundreds of residents fled into the 
bush. Although troops from the 7 Division 
of the Nigerian Army retook Chibok two 
days after it was captured by Boko Haram, 
the residents are still bearing the brunt of 
that damage done to major infrastructure 
in the town. Electricity cables meant to be 
on the poles can be seen lying idly on the 
ground; women have turned them to dry-
ing lines for their clothes while children 
use them as playthings. 

True, Airtel and MTN have re-estab-

lished their presence in Chibok, but they 
have very weak signals and near impos-
sible internet connectivity. For electricity, 
its restoration in Chibok seems a far-
fetched dream. Residents with the means 
continue to depend on their power-
generating sets. They need power supply 
to pump water for both domestic use and 
for their animals, such as cows and goats. 
Those without alternative power supply 
are forced to draw water out of extremely 
deep wells or face dehydration. Having no 
petrol station in Chibok, residents have to 
part with a whopping N250 for a litre of 
petrol (Premium Motor Spirit).

“A litre of petrol here to power my gen-
erator costs N250, plus N50 for engine oil, 
that’s N300. How many litres of fuel am I 
going to buy a day and still make profits?” 
said Samuel Ibrahim, a computer operator 
in Chibok. 

“It is becoming increasingly difficult 
for me to run this business. Now that we 
have no government electricity, we just 
pray that someone will establish a petrol 
station here. This will help bring the price 
of fuel down,” he said. 

More agonizing for Chibok residents 
– soldiers, policemen, teachers, farmers 
and other civilians alike – however, is the 
absence of a public market. The Chibok 
market was first closed in 2014 after Boko 
Haram insurgents captured the town. 
Moves to reopen the market were aborted 
when on January 29, 2016 a Boko Haram 
suicide bomber blew himself up at the 
usually busy Wednesday market right at 
the centre of Chibok Local Government 
Area, killing 10 people and injuring about 
28 others. This led the army high com-
mand to order the closure of the market 
in early February of that year. 

The only option left to the residents is 
to buy their daily needs from stores and 
kiosks operators who, like the bicycle 
sellers, hold regular meetings to decide 

what price should be tagged on each item, 
a development that has further impover-
ished the residents. 

While Nigerians in Lagos, for instance, 
buy a refill pack of Milo at N1,000, their 
compatriots in Chibok buy at N1,500. 
Same goes for every other item, including 
GSM recharge cards. Some of the residents 
are pleading with the concerned authori-
ties to reopen the market. 

Some retailers in Chibok say they buy 
their goods in Maiduguri or as far as Yola, 
the Adamawa State capital. A male trader 
said he prefers Yola, even though it’s 
farther, because things are cheaper and 
more readily available there. 

Heavy military presence
Chibok has heavy military presence. 

The number of armed soldiers and police-
men, both those at close checkpoints and 
those on patrol, was an early warning sign 
to me that the place is heavily militarised 
and one could pay dearly for suspicious 
behaviour. 

At least up to the time I left Chibok, 
movements of residents depended on 
allowances provided by the army author-
ity. Farmers going to farm, students and 
their teachers going to school, traders 
taking their products to either Damboa 
or Askira for sale, irrespective of their 
mode of transportation, must wait at the 
first army checkpoint for the appointed 
time before they are allowed to continue 
with their journey. It does not matter how 
long they have to wait, residents must 
demonstrate total obedience to these 
security rules as doing otherwise has 
always resulted in brutality. 

I was soon to learn that these restric-
tions are not in any way meant to punish 
the residents. Even soldiers who go be-
yond their duty post without obtaining “a 
pass code” from the appropriate quarters 

The strategic point in Maiduguri where commuters and motorists going to Damboa, Biu and Chibok, usually wait for armed soldiers 
and policemen to escort them to Damboa, to avoid being attacked by Boko Haram members.    
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Chibok children still smiling amid terror threats

Continued from page  5

had been seriously disciplined 
by the authority under the al-
legation of engaging in acts ca-
pable of compromising military 
strategy. My undercover conver-
sations with different soldiers 
at different times and locations 
within Chibok revealed that the 
military high command, aware 
of the threat Boko Haram still 
poses to Chibok despite success-
es recorded, retained restriction 
of movement of both of its men 
and the residents as a strategy. 

But despite the heavy mili-
tary presence, a group of five 
soldiers I chatted with said the 
possibility of Boko Haram at-
tacks in segments of Chibok is 
still very high as a result of po-
rous borders. Each of the soldiers 
complained of being fed up with 
Chibok and desperately wanted 
a transfer to a new location. 

“Chibok is a very difficult 
place to protect from Boko Ha-
ram attacks. Unlike in Adamawa 
State where we have successful-
ly stopped the insurgents from 
attacking places like Konduga 
and Mubi, there are so many 
entry points to Chibok the in-
surgents can come from and do 
havoc,” said one of the soldiers. 

“You don’t hear about attacks 
again in Konduga and Mubi be-
cause the entry points are in or-
der, making them easy to defend. 
The only exception is Mandagali 
which also has a porous border 
challenge. But although we still 
hear of unserious attacks in 
Mandagali, entry to the town 
by insurgents has been halted,” 
said another soldier, who was 
interrupted by repeated calls to 
his cell phone. 

“I know the place very well. 
I was one of the soldiers that 
secured the place back from 
the insurgents. But the border 
challenge of Chibok is far worse 
when compared to Mandagali. 
Defending Chibok has been very 
challenging. Let me not deceive 
you, my brother, Chibok is not 
safe from Boko Haram attacks,” 
he said. 

When he excused himself to 
answer his caller, I was disap-
pointed because he was already 
in the mood to tell me more 
without prompting. 

When he left, I wondered 
the kind of question to ask his 
colleagues to keep the discussion 
going without arousing suspi-
cion. Then a thought crossed 
my mind.

“But what will happen if the 
army decides to withdraw its 
men from Chibok, going by the 
successes recorded against Boko 
Haram so far and also keeping in 
mind that there has not been any 
attack in Chibok since you guys 
retook it?” I asked. 

Graciously, the responses 
from the soldiers not only ad-
dressed my question but further 
led to more revelation, particu-
larly on the strained relationship 

between the soldiers and the 
residents.

Strained military-residents 
relationship 

“If you are coming here to 
start any business, you must 
have a rethink. This place is not 
only unsafe but the residents are 
also uncaring. The reason you 
see checkpoints everywhere 
and restriction of movement 
is because the place is not safe. 
Chibok will be in trouble if we 
leave here today. Our heavy 
presence here is the reason 
they are steering clear,” said one 
soldier. 

“My regret is that the people 
are taking our presence for 
granted. They have no respect 
for us. They can just walk past 
you on the road without greet-
ing you and if you greet them, 
they will not answer you. When 
you go and buy food and other 
items in their stores, they will 
increase the prices because we 
are soldiers. Chibok people are 
very wicked. We can’t wait to 
leave here. They treat us like 
commoners who are here to 
inconvenience them,” another 
soldier said. 

But in defence, Chibok resi-
dents who spoke to me accused 
the soldiers of human rights 
violation. They said when the 
soldiers first came in 2014, they 
were treated like kings by vir-
tually all the residents, alleging 
that the new attitude towards 
their protectors was as a result 
of brutalities even their aged 
parents suffered in the hands of 
the soldiers.

One of such human rights 
abuses, they said, was that the 
soldiers at a time started beating 
up young residents who were 
playing cards under trees, accus-
ing them of being Boko Haram 
members, and sometimes aged 
parents who came out in defence 
of their children were given the 
same treatment. They also al-
leged that the soldiers at a time 
forcefully conscripted residents 
to dig security parameters in 
strategic places in Chibok. 

“We were very hospitable 
to the soldiers when they first 
came. But our relationship with 
them became strained when 
they started beating our people, 
including elders. I personally 
used to carry firewood from 
farm to the soldiers but I de-
cided to stop doing it because 
they started behaving as if it 
was their right. They will not 
even thank you for the effort,” 
a school-teacher in Chibok told 
me.

“Whatever they are telling 
you about the wrong attitude of 
the residents is their own fault. 
Our people decided to ignore 
them because they were becom-
ing too brutal. Some of the sol-
diers are very wicked and they 
seem to delight in punishing 
even innocent people,” she said.  

Securing Chibok 
After four days in Chibok, I 

realised how right the soldiers 
were about the security alert 
and their plight as they laboured 
to keep the place safe. Politically, 
Chibok has local wards that 
include Shikarkir Garu, Kauti-

kari, Gatamwarwa, Kuburm-
bula, Whuntaku, Mboa Kura, 
Kwarangilum, Yobe, Likama, 
Mbalala and Pemi, with Chibok 
town as the local government 
headquarters.  

But most of the residents of 
other sub-communities have 
moved to Chibok town because 
the insurgents are still finding 
ways to attack them. These at-
tacks are often not reported in 
the mass media. Throughout my 
stay in Chibok, reported cases 
of successful attacks and foiled 
attacks by security forces were 
rehearsed in my hearing.  

Soldier guards at farms, wor-
ship centres  

Most Chibok residents, un-
aware of what the soldiers go 
through day and night to ensure 
they are adequately protected in 
their own land, are going about 
their businesses and farming 
activities without any sense of 
a looming danger, unlike the sol-
diers with so much information. 

At the moment, the farmers 
are harvesting groundnuts, veg-
etables, grains, onions, among 
others. At the same time, they 
are also busy planting crops like 
beans and tilling new grounds 
for further planting even as the 
rain continues to pour down. 

But even though the farm-
ers are not privileged to have 
soldiers protect them while 
they do their farm work, which 
may make them vulnerable in 
case of sudden attacks by in-
surgents, several soldiers have 
been thoughtfully stationed 
in near and far bushes where 

they are taking cover to deal 
with any security eventuality. 
The soldiers said they are sent 
in batches into the forest where 
they spend a month and then 
return to town for some sort of 
refreshment awaiting their turn 
to return to the forest. 

The same practice holds true 
for worshippers. Every Friday 
in Chibok, armed soldiers are 
sent to provide security cover 
for Muslims while they worship. 
Throughout my stay in Chibok 
during the Ramadan fast, I ob-
served that soldiers were always 
around whenever Muslims of-
fered prayers in the only mosque 
I saw after breaking their fast.

On Sunday, armed soldiers 
were also seen guarding the 
entrance of church buildings as 
Christian trooped into churches 
to hold communion with their 
Creator. Some Christian soldiers 
on guard usually joined the 
worshippers but do so sitting at 
the entrance where entries can 
be monitored.  

G overnment Secondary 
School, Chibok 

Many Nigerians were taken 
by surprise when Aisha Alhas-
san, Minister of Women Affairs 
and Social Development, said 
that the Federal Government 
would ensure that the 82 recent-
ly-rescued Chibok girls learnt 
how to speak English Language 
so they could sit for Senior Sec-
ondary Certificate Examinations.

Partly to understand why SS3 
students could not speak Eng-
lish, but primarily to motivate 
the students not to give up the 
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pursuit of a better life despite 
the challenge presented by Boko 
Haram, I took up a volunteer 
teaching job in Government 
Secondary School, Chibok, the 
same school where 276 girls 
were abducted in 2014. 

On my first day in the school, 
I was shocked that only two out 
of 48 students in an SS1 class 
could communicate with me ap-
preciably in English Language. It 
was the same situation in all the 
classes I visited, from JSS3 to SS2.

Owing to obvious breach in 
communication arising from 
language barrier, I decided to go 
back to the alphabet and from 
there we progressed to conso-
nants and vowels. It was clear 
the students were having great 
fun as they moved from one 
class to another as I moved. They 
confessed to me that no one has 
ever taught them as I did. Some 
of them could pronounce a word 
after my first teaching and they 
grew better before I left. It was 
so painful to hear that some of 
the teachers in the school earned 
as low as N7,000 monthly, even 
though the national minimum 
wage has been at N18,000 for 
many years now. 

Only a small portion of the 
school is currently in use as re-
construction work is ongoing on 
the main premises where the in-
surgents abducted the girls and 
destroyed buildings. The place 
is heavily guarded. Only the 
workers are allowed in. Because 
the current section in use is not 
enough, it is rationed among the 
students. Primary school pupils 
and SS1-SS2 students use the 
facility from 8:00am to 12:00pm, 
while JSS1-JSS3 students take 
over from noon till closing time.     

My brush with soldiers in 
Chibok  

Having listened to both the 
soldiers and residents of Chibok 
on the matter of strained rela-
tionship between both parties, I 
didn’t know where to accurately 
lay the blame. Both sides had 
presented their case very well. I 
had tongue-lashed the residents 
during one of the church servic-
es I attended over the way they 
treated soldiers sent to protect 
them and offered them counsel 
on how such attitude could be 
changed for the good of the 
community. 

While a larger percentage 
promised to thenceforth be the 
good to their guests, a few oth-
ers called me aside and rebuked 
me, telling me that my “sermon” 
was because I had yet to experi-
ence brutality of the soldiers. I 
was even told about a particular 
Internally Displaced Persons’ 
(IDPs) camp where the second 
in command has no respect for 
human rights.

That was how I decided to 
visit the IDPs camp with an 
interpreter to either prove the 
residents wrong or confirm the 
allegations by my own experi-
ence. It was two days to the 
day I was originally scheduled 
to leave Chibok for Maiduguri. 

We rode to the IDPs camp on 
bicycles. It was about seven 
minutes’ ride. 

At the camp, I asked for the 
officer in charge and was taken 
to the same officer the residents 
had complained to me about. I 
told him I work for a Lagos-based 
NGO with primary interest in as-
sisting orphans. I was in Chibok 
to visit friends and so my visit 
was not official, I told him. 

“What is your mission in this 
camp now?” he asked. 

“I just want to meet with 
some orphans whose parents 
were killed by Boko Haram,” I 
responded. 

“Do you want to gather all of 
them together and speak to them 
at once?” he asked again. 

Gathering everybody in that 
camp together was not my plan. 
So, my answer was no. I wanted 
to just speak to two or three 
families. He gave me permission 
and left me in the hands of a man 
I thought was a junior soldier 
because he was in uniform. 

But while the uniformed man 
called out the orphans to meet 
with me, other persons in the 
camp, both old and young, male 
and female, started coming out 
but were asked to return with 
the explanation that I only want-
ed to talk to some orphans. I was 
left with some of the children. 

When I finished interviewing 
12 orphans from three families 
about their name, age, time of 
parents’ death and aspiration, 
I brought out my phone and 

started taking pictures with 
the children. I was about giving 
money to the orphans when 
the superior officer came back 
and accused me of gathering the 
IDPs, interviewing and taking 
pictures with them contrary to 
our agreement. He collected my 
phone and angrily. 

It was thundering, with ex-
tremely harsh wind hurling 
sand at us. It was becoming 
impossible to keep the eyes 
wide open without attracting 
particles. Amid the sharp desert 
wind, the soldier commanded 
my interpreter and I to his shel-
ter, about two minutes’ walk 
from where we were. It was 
already 5:30pm. 

The allegations, of course, 
were false. I recalled all that the 
Chibok residents had said about 
the soldiers. They were right 
after all, I thought. I have been 
framed by this particular soldier, 
and the uniformed man he had 
left to supervise us could not say 
a word as the soldier shouted me 
down each time I opened my 
mouth to say something. I later 
learned that the man in uniform 
was an ordinary security man 
who was helping to coordinate 
the camp.   

Within a few seconds the 
cloud grew even angrier, fol-
lowed immediately by a rain-
storm. The soldier quickly ran 
into his little shelter and left 
us in the torrent. Our plea for 
mercy fell on deaf ears. He and 
another colleague inside the 

shelter warned us not to come 
any closer. One and a half hours 
later, we were still in the rain, 
completely drenched and shiv-
ering to death, our teeth grinding 
together. 

When the rain eventually 
subsided, the soldier asked me to 
go back home and bring my iden-
tity card while my interpreter, 
an indigene of Chibok, was held 
as a surety to guarantee my re-
turn. It was already dark and the 
whole place was flooded. I took 
the bicycle and headed home to 
bring my IDs, but I could only roll 
it amid heavy flood. 

On my way back to the camp 
after picking up my IDs, I went a 
wrong way without realising it, 
until someone directed me back. 
Surprisingly, I met my inter-
preter and two soldiers coming 
to get me. The soldier who ar-
rested us had sent them to come 
and search for me, assuming that 
I had fled from justice. 

After seeing my IDs, he ac-
cused me of spying for Boko 
Haram and would not allow me 
to defend myself. Few minutes 
later, another soldier, who was 
his senior, came and joined him 
in the interrogation. He asked 
me to explain to them why they 
should believe I am not a mem-
ber of Boko Haram. Convinced 
with my explanation, he then 
accused me of being a human 
trafficker who was obtaining 
children’s data for dangerous 
purpose. I denied all that and 
explained to him why that can 

never be option to me. He was 
calmer and appeared ready to 
let us to go, but our arrester 
wouldn’t just give in. 

After the senior officer left, 
the soldier who arrested us 
called a superior officer at the 
army headquarters in Chibok 
who in turn sent t wo soldiers 
with Hilux van to bring us over. 
The soldiers came and loaded 
us and our bicycles inside the 
pickup and whisked us away 
into the silence night. My phone 
was also handed over to them. It 
was about 9:00pm.

We were taken to a guard-
room where they kept five Boko 
Haram suspects and our legs 
were fastened to fetters. 

At about noon the follow-
ing day, we were released by 
the highest-ranking soldier in 
Chibok after serious background 
checks on me. When they dis-
covered that I am journalist, 
they took t ime to listen to all 
the re cordings on my phone 
and deleted them. I must say 
the senior soldiers were very 
responsible and mature about 
how they handled my case. I 
was warned not to talk or write 
about my experience in Chibok, 
but I assume they also knew that 
asking a journalist not to share 
his experience is a big joke. Some 
of them later told me as we were 
leaving that it was wickedness 
that brought us to the army 
highest office in Chibok. We 
should never have been there.

•(Edited by CHUKS OLUIGBO)

Chibko residents queuing for water at a borehole              Pictures by Nathaniel Akhigbe



can leaders are courting his 
friendship so that he could 
extend his investments into 
their countries. I don’t think 
there is any other Nigerian 
with much investment in 
and outside the country like 
Dangote. I understand he has 
his companies in 15 African 
countries. We in the labour 

are proud of him,” Aremu said.
Speaking earlier on the 

theme of the conference 
“Emerging Trends in the 
Oil and Gas Industry and its 
Impacts on Labour Move-
ment in Nigeria”, Aremu said 
following the crash in global 
oil prices, diversification was 
more than urgent, adding 

Dangote receives plaudits for investment, 
employment, youth empowerment drive
CHUKS OLUIGBO

that this was what Dangote 
Group with investment in 
scores of sectors in Africa 
had been doing “even at a 
time it was not fashionable 
and even risky to do so”. 

Diversification, he said, 
does not mean replacing 
extractive crude oil with 
another extractive solid 

mineral but involves “ben-
eficiation, industrialisation 
and value addition along the 
whole value chains” which, 
he insisted, “must start with 
the oil and gas industry with 
the revival of the refineries”. 

“In spite of the challenges 
taking place in this sector, 
the oil and gas industry 
matters more than ever 
before and there is no way 
you can talk of diversifica-
tion without the oil and gas 
sector. As a matter of fact, no 
diversification can take place 
in agriculture, in solid min-
erals without the necessary 
available resources that are 
still accruable from the oil 
and gas sector,” Aremu said.

“It is obvious 40 percent 
of the national employment 
comes from the sector. Not 
only that, 95 percent of the 
foreign exchange earnings 
of Nigeria comes from oil and 
gas, 16 percent of our GDP 
also comes from this sec-
tor, with 37 billion reserved 
crude oil as well as 183 trillion 
cubic feet of gas,” he said.

The labour leader said 
the country’s gas reserve 
was 3 percent of the en-
tire world gas reserve, add-
ing that Nigeria clearly is 
not just an oil-producing 
country but a gas-producing 
country as well.

T
h e  o r g a n i z e d 
lab our in the 
country has com-
mended Aliko 
Dangote, presi-

dent and the chief execu-
tive, Dangote Group, for 
promoting investments and 
creating thousands of direct 
and indirect jobs for youths 
across the country and in Af-
rica. It said Dangote’s patrio-
tism remains unparalleled 
when it comes to investment 
and that his investments in 
many sectors have been a 
key factor behind Nigeria’s 
improving economy.

This commendation is 
coming on the heels of Dan-
gote’s fresh investments in 
automobile and agriculture.

Issa Aremu, vice-presi-
dent of the Geneva-based 
global union, IndustrialALL, 
and secretary-general of the 
National Textile Garment 
Workers Union, while speak-
ing on the sideline of the 5th 
Triennial National Delegates 
Conference of the Petroleum 
and Natural Gas Senior Staff 
Association of Nigeria (PEN-
GASSAN) in Abuja, where 
he represented Adams Os-
hiomhole, former Edo State 
governor, as guest speaker, 
lamented that others who 

should have invested in the 
country are stashing their 
money abroad and thus de-
nying the nation the much-
needed investment.

He maintained that Nige-
ria would have been an in-
dustrial giant in Africa if the 
nation could boast of more 
Dangotes whose preoccupa-
tion would be to invest and 
create jobs for the teeming 
populace.  

Aremu, a member of the 
National Executive Council 
(NEC) of the Nigeria Labour 
Congress (NLC), also com-
mended other compatriots 
whom he said joined Dangote 
“in obedience to the clarion 
call of the opening stanza of 
the national anthem, ‘Arise, 
oh compatriots’, by rising in 
defence of national unity in 
the wake of discordant and 
divisive voices by some mis-
guided youths”.

Referring to the ongo-
ing construction of the 
world-class refinery and 
petrochemicals industry 
in Lagos by Dangote, the 
labour leader said Nigeria 
is blessed to have an astute 
businessman like Dangote 
who would venture into a 
business terrain where even 
the professionals would not 
dare to dabble.

“Little wonder other Afri-

N
otable leaders 
from the Yoruba 
race under the 
aegis of Yoruba 

Leadership and Peace Ini-
tiative have called on the 
Federal Government to 
begin in earnest the pro-
cess of implementing the 
2014 National Conference 
report before 2019 general 
elections.

The leaders, who em-
phasised Yoruba unity, not-
ed that there was a national 
consensus that Nigeria is 
overdue for restructuring.

At a unity retreat cum 
national conference or-
ganised by the group, the 
leaders urged the Federal 
Executive Council as well 
as the legislative arm of 
government to ensure that 
the process of implementa-
tion comes to pass before 
the 2019 general elections.

Bode George, a former 
deputy national chairman 

A
s  N i g e r i a n s 
joined the rest 
of the world to 
observe the 2017 

Drug Abuse Day and Illicit 
Trafficking, Abia youths 
have been advised to avoid 
hard drugs because of the 
inherent dangers associ-
ated with indulging in such 
practice.

Eze Godfrey Onwuka, 
chairman of Umuahia 
South Council of Tradi-
tional Rulers and Towe 1 
of Umutowe autonomous 
community Olokoro, Abia 
State who gave the advice 
while interacting with 
newsmen in his Palace, 
lamented that over 60 
percent of youths were 
mad because of excessive 
ingestion/wrong usage of 
hard drugs.

Eze Onwuka who de-
scribed drug abuse as 
wrong usage of drugs like 
Marijuana, noted that 
those who patronise hard 

Yoruba leaders urge FG to begin implementation of 
2014 national conference report before 2019 elections

Abia monarch counsels youths 
on dangers of hard drugs

of the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP), while declaring 
support for restructuring of 
the country, warned that the 
mistakes of the past should 
not be allowed to be repeated 
so as not to truncate the unity 
of Yoruba race. He added 
that the thoughts of Obafemi 
Awolowo, late Premier of the 
defunct Western Region, 
should be revisited in admin-
istering South West states.

He said he read Awolo-
wo’s methodology in edu-
cation, health, politics, and 
that any governor in the 
region could pick it up and 
sincerely manage the states 
successfully.

George, while appealing 
for those clamouring for se-
cession to think twice, urged 
the Federal Government 
to do everything possible 
to ensure that Nigeria does 
not go to war a second time. 
He warned that it would be 
devastating if Nigeria should 
go to another civil war, say-
ing, “No nation has ever 

drugs behave abnormal to 
those around them.

He noted that Olokoro 
and Umunwanwa youths 
ranked first and second, 
respectively in number 
of youths who take hard 
drugs in Umuahia South 
Local Government Area, 
pointing out that hard 
drugs had never done 
anyone good rather they 
pushed one to indulge in 
heinous crimes like armed 
robbery, raping, while 
many had been killed in 
the process of battling with 
the drugs. 

The monarch, who al-
leged that some Law en-
forcement agencies were 
sabotaging the efforts to 
curb the circulation, selling 
and smoking of hard drugs, 
appealed to the National 
Drug Law Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA) in collab-
oration with other security 
apparatuses  to intensify 
efforts to stop the rate at 
which youths of nowadays 
patronise hard drugs.
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survived two civil wars.”
Gbenga Daniel, former 

governor of Ogun State, 
who also threw his weight 
behind restructuring of 
Nigeria, described the 2014 
National Conference re-
port as a good document 
that would move Nigeria 
forward.

In his opening remarks, 
Deji Osibogun, convener 
of the retreat, noted that 
after several years of de-
bate on how to bring the 
Nigerian peoples together 
to agree on the modalities 
for restructuring the pol-
ity, the administration of 
former President Olusegun 
Obasanjo convened the 
National Political Reform 
Conference in 2005.

“But the initiative did 
not douse the agitation, 
prompting the administra-
tion of President Goodluck 
Jonathan to convene an-
other National Conference 
in 2014. The 2014 dialogue 
was acknowledged to have 

made very far-reaching de-
cisions on the required con-
stitutional reforms to effect 
the desired restructuring.

“Not only did the confer-
ence address major issues of 
concern such as devolution 
of power, relative autono-
my, resource control and 
fiscal federalism, among 
others, participants from 
all over the country unani-
mously agreed to the final 
report of the conference, 
which was submitted by 
Justice Kutigi to the Federal 
Government.

“Today, there is no doubt 
that there is a national 
consensus that Nigeria is 
overdue for restructuring. 
Therefore, we urge the fed-
eral executive and legisla-
tive arm of government to 
begin the process of imple-
menting, or reviewing for 
implementation, the report 
of the 2014 national confer-
ence and ensure that it is 
completed before the 2019 
general elections.

AKINREMI FEYISIPO, Ibadan

Halima Dangote (l), executive director (commercial), Dangote Flour Mills Plc, receiving an award on 
behalf of Aliko Dangote, president/CE, Dangote Industries Limited, from William B. Fowler, chairman, 
Governing Council, Topgrade Secondary School, at the 2017 Topgrade Secondary School Graduation 
Ceremony/Presentation of Merit Award, in Lagos at the weekend. The award is given to Dangote for 
his ‘Invaluable Contribution to Business Development Within Nigeria and Africa’.  

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia
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I
n order to meet the huge 
challenges associated 
with 21st century par-
enting, parents should 

begin to have the number 
of children they can cater 
for especially now that the 
economy is biting so hard.

Obioma Agoziem, ex-
ecutive director, Centre for 
Corrections and Human 
Development, a non-gov-
ernmental organization, 
said this in Lagos at a pub-
lic discourse and official 
launch of the book ‘Hunting 
Tears’, written by Sharon 
Onyinyechukwu Okey-
Onyema.

Agoziem, who spoke on 
the theme ‘Parenting and 
child labour: Reflections on 
the 21st century Nigerian 
child’, said parents need to 
be more involved in their 
children’s upbringing in 
order to produce a balanced 
child, while also expressing 
worry on the way children 
are used as labour in Nigeria 
when they should be in 
school.

At book launch, expert, parents 
advise against child labour

“Any serious-minded par-
ent in Lagos State should be 
able to put his/her child in 
school even if it’s in a public 
school which is tuition free. It’s 
not fair on the child,” she said.

She identified poverty 
and dysfunctions in the 
home as major causes fuel-
ling child labour. 

“Most people around that 
are comfortable won’t send 
their child to hawk. Some 
poor women want their 
children to be in school but 

CHINWE AGBEZE
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S
takeholders at CI-
TA D  w o r k s h o p 
h ave  a dvo c at e d 
for scaling up of 

social media in project 
monitoring.

Kamal Umar, a resource 
person, made the submis-
sion while presenting a 
paper on ‘Use of social 
media for project monitor-
ing and advocacy’ at Kano 
Quarterly Open Budget 
Forum held by Centre for 
Information Technology 
and Development (CITAD) 
in Kano.

Kamal, who is an en-
gineer, also advocated for 
governments at all levels 
to adopt the use of social 
media in the generation 
of inputs from the citizens 
while conducting need as-
sessment on projects to be 
included for execution in 
a budget.

He noted that the adop-
tion of the usage of the 
device in budgeting ac-
tivities would ensure a 
bottom–up  engagements 
which is in line with mod-
ern trend in budgeting, as 
well as ensure that budget 
achieve the desire result

Speaking on the es-

Stakeholders advocate for scaling up 
of social media in project monitoring

sence of the workshop, 
Isa Garba, who is a senior 
project officer in charge 
of Strengthening Citizens 
Engagement in Electoral 
Process (SCEEP), being 
implemented by CITAD 
with the support of DFID 
through Action Aid, dis-
closed that youths have 
been engage across the 44 
LGAs of Kano in tracking 
budget performance.

According to Garba, as 
a part of the strategy to 
boost the participation of 
the citizenry in budgeting 
process, Budget Monitor 
Trackers have been sta-
tioned in LGAs to follow 
the projects being execut-
ed by both the state and 
local governments.

He said the quarterly 
meeting was conceived as 
a platform in which Bud-
get performance monitors 
meet to appraise the bud-
get performance and share 
experiences.

Also speaking at the 
occasion, Jubrin Giginyu, 
State Team Leader, Part-
nership to Engage, Re-
form and Learn (PERL), 
presented a paper on the 
role of the citizens in iden-
tification, and successful 
implementation of Budget 
in the public sector.

W
o r r i e d 
b y  t h e 
growing 
number 
of unem-

ployed graduates in Nige-
ria, educators under the 
aegis of the International 
Educational Management 
Network (IEDUMAN) said 
it is determined to build 
a good number of entre-
preneurs among Nigerian 
youths, to enable them 
become job creators rather 
than job seekers.

They believe that com-
ing together under one 
umbrella will help them 
promote entrepreneurship 
and productive education 
among Nigerian students, 
which will in turn produce 
self reliant graduates with 
productive career in the 
future.    

Onyeka  Jaivbo-Ojigbo, 
President of IEDUMAN, 
who spoke with BDSUN-
DAY on the sideline of the 
maiden edition of IEDU-
MAN Education and Skill 
Fair held in Lagos recently, 
described the International 
Education Management 

Network, as a platform for 
educators to get in touch 
with one another, have 
access to more resources 
and learn international 
best practices that would 
move the education sector 
forward.

“Nigeria’s education sys-
tem is not doing well and 
is not where it should be. 
This is why we created this 
platform with the main 
aim of changing the state 
of affair through the com-
ing together of educators, 
learning good practices 
and fashioning out the best 
way to develop the sector,” 
Jaivbo-Ojigbo said.

She pointed out that the 
unique selling point of the 
concluded education and 
skill fair is that it recognises 
and promotes productive 
education that de-empha-
sises going to school to ob-
tain just certificate without 
having any job to do, but 
emphasises going to school 
and coming out to learn ad-
ditional skill and becoming 
productive in life.

According to her, the 
education fair brought 
skill educators together to 
showcase what they have 
to teach people who were 

Our target is to groom youths 
to create jobs – IEDUMAN
AMAKA ANAGOR-EWUZIE

part of the fair.
“We also have a pro-

gramme called ‘Thank God 
is Friday,’ designed to bring 
back the reading culture 
among our youths. Internet 
is not encouraging people 
to read anymore because 
once you click on the In-
ternet, Google will give 
you answers. Therefore, 
TGIF programme enables 
the group to go to the grass 
root and try to bring back 
the reading values,” she 
explained.

She noted that the inter-
net is a good thing but the 
aim of the programme is 
to teach the children how 
to make appropriate use of 
the internet, adding that 
the group has put measures 
in place to encourage chil-
dren to read and if possible 
“we want to have an educa-
tional resource centre and 
a proper library for kids 
particularly. We will start 
by advocating for reading 
one book a month and 
before you know it we will 
be getting back the reading 
culture.”

Adams Onuka, a Profes-
sor from the University of 
Ibadan, who doubles as the 
chairman of the advisory 

board of IEDUMAN, also 
told BD Sunday that IEDU-
MAN is a network that 
brings professional educa-
tors together and provide a 
forum for them to contrib-
ute to the development of 
both Nigeria’s educational 
system and that of the in-
ternational communities.

Onuka, who expressed 
worry on the poor read-
ing habits among Nigerian 
students, said that building 
an effective reading habit 
among Nigerian youths is 
one of the problems IEDU-
MAN hopes to address. 
“We want to create a plat-
form that will bring people 
together and encourage 
students and learners to 
read. We have also devised 
a method that can take chil-
dren away from making 
wrong use of the internet 
and ensuring that they 
become usefully engaged.”

“What we are trying to 
do is to let everybody know 
that everything we do in 
life is education. Education 
is life and learning to apply 
is very important, mean-
ing that when you learn, 
you need to also apply 
the knowledge and that is 
what makes you educated.”

ADEOLA AJAKAIYE, Kano

L-R: Pastor Okey Onyema, father of the author; Sharon Onyinyechukwu Okey-Onyema, author of ‘Hunting 
Tears’; Eberechukwu Okey-Onyema (author’s mother); Lydia Eke of University of Lagos (UNILAG) FM 
103.1 and Zebulon Agomuo, editor, BDSUNDAY, at the public presentation of the book in Lagos, recently.

they also need that child to be 
out there so they could feed.

“At times you see women 
bearing the whole brunt in 
the family and she is not able 
to fend for them. At some 
point, the woman will get 
tired and walk away. You see 
some children, both parents 
had taken a walk; they are 
left on their own,” she said. 

She called on govern-
ment and individuals to help 
stem the tide of child labour 
in the society.

“If you see any child that 
is withdrawn or moody, it’s 
an indicator that something 
is wrong with that child. If 
you cannot assist that child, 
you can always refer to 
institutions that can help 
or even give them the infor-
mation,” she said.

Sharon Okey-Onyema, 
the author, said her book, 
which is targeted at both 
parents and youths, is aimed 
at correcting the errors of 
single parenting.

“When parents are un-
able to cater for their chil-
dren, they send them out 
on the streets to hawk and 
this is where everything 
goes wrong. The children 
are exposed to a whole lot 
of dangers on the streets. 
The girls stand a chance of 
being raped or introduced to 
prostitution, and boys could 
end up as armed robbers,” 
she said.

She advised children her 
age to be disciplined and 
determined, and parents to 
support the dreams of their 
children.

“It took me a little over 
a year to write this book. It 
was not easy because there 
was so much distraction 
especially at school and most 
times, I spent sleepless nights 
to make this book a dream 
come true.

“I want young girls like me 
to know what they want and 
be ready to work hard until 
they achieve their dream. 
Parents should also support 
their children,” she said.

On whom she looks up 
to in the literary world and 
where she sees herself in 
five years’ time, she said, “I 
love Chimamanda Adichie’s 
books. She knows how to 
describe things well and 
this has helped me with my 
description. I also like Chika 
Unigwe and Unoma Azua. 

In five years, I should have 
published more books.”

Ebere Okey-Onyema, 
Sharon’s mother, advised 
parents to discover their 
children’s talent and en-
courage them because that 
is the area where the child 
will excel.

“Sharon scored 275 in 
JAMB and wants to study 
English but some people 
say, ‘Why not Law?’ Parents 
want their children to study 
reigning courses forgetting 
that talent is all that mat-
ters. Parents need to help 
and guide their children to 
achieve their dreams,” she 
said.

She also had words for 
parents facing challenges of 
raising children.

“Whatever challenge 
any child has can only be 
strengthened by God but 
as a parent, you have to be 
available. Listen to them; 
don’t impose your views on 
children. That’s one thing 
about 21st century children, 
they are ahead of us. 

“If you think you don’t 
want them to read, they will 
browse the internet or chat, 
they have a lot of platforms 
to explore. So, what I do is 
tell them to carry me along 
in their adventure. I cannot 
control everything that’s 
why I depend on God to help 
me,” she said.



Lafarge social media campaign offers 
opportunity for online interaction

Modern biotechnology 
must be regulated – NBMA

T
he Director Gener-
al/CEO, National 
Biosafety Man-
agement Agency 

(NBMA), Rufus Ebegba has 
re-emphasised the need 
to regulate the practice of 
modern biotechnology in 
the country.

Eb egba,  who made 
the observation while re-
ceiving members of the 
Real-Life Civil Society, 
a non-governmental or-
ganisation (NGO), at the 
NBMA Office, said that 
government in its wisdom 
established the NBMA to 
guard against the misuse 
of modern biotechnology 
and its products.

“The practice of modern 
biotechnology ordinarily 
is not intended to pose any 
harm or danger to the pub-
lic or the environment and 
to ensure that this potent 
tool is not misused, the 

L
afarge Africa, the 
continent’s lead-
ing housing and 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 

solutions company, has 
launched a media cam-
paign aimed to enable 
its customers engage di-
rectly with the company 
across Nigeria.

T h e  c a m p a i g n  w a s 
launched at the weekend 
and, according to the au-
thorities of the company, 
the engagement opportu-
nity which the campaign 
offers will provide stake-
holders and customers 
alike the opportunities 
to interact online with 
Lafarge Africa Plc using 
the hashtag #AskLafarge, 
which will be a one-hour 
live Twitter and Face-
book chat.

Apart from the benefi-
cial opportunity to inter-
act with the brand, the 
#AskLafarge live social 
media campaign will also 
answer questions about 
the Affordable Housing 
initiative of Lafarge Af-
rica Plc.

Articulating the ra-
tionale behind the digi-
tal campaign, Folashade 
Ambrose-Medebem, Di-
rector, Corporate Com-
mu n i c a t i o n s ,  P u b l i c 
Affairs  & Sustainable 
D evelopment, Lafarge 
Africa Plc, noted that the 
#AskLafarge digital cam-
paign is the beginning of 

NBMA was established,” 
he said.

He reiterated the deter-
mination of the Agency to 
implement the NBMA Act 
2015 according to interna-
tional best practices and 
assured that the Agency 
has the requisite man-
power to implement its 
mandate without fear or 
favour.

Earlier, Akin Akinsola, 
coordinator of the society, 
said that the group was 
in NBMA to familiarise 
itself with the operations 
of the Agency vis-à-vis the 
“negative and unnecessary 
publication” in the media 
about NBMA.

“Having learnt and 
seen for ourselves what 
you do and the facilities 
you have, we call on all Ni-
gerians to trust the Agen-
cy and give it a chance,” 
he said.

a series of engagements 
that  the housing and 
infrastructure solutions 
company is lining up to 
directly engage with its 
customers across Nige-
ria. “With this initiative, 
every Nigerian is just one 
tweet away from direct 
contact to Lafarge Africa 
Plc”, she said.

Ambros e-Me deb em 
reiterated Lafarge Afri-
ca’s commitment to facili-
tating affordable housing 
across Nigeria with its 
Easy Home initiative, a 
home construction solu-
tion which has so far ben-
efited over 30,000 people 
since it began three years 
ago. Ac c ording to her 
“The Easy Home project is 
an opportunity available 
for all. We will provide 
you with technical sup-
port as long as you have 
a building project because 
we vouch for our cement 
and concrete solutions.

 She urged people who 
are interested in the proj-
ect to ensure that they 
twe et their questions 
at Lafarge_Africa using 
#AskLafarge.

Based on the long term 
aspiration of the Afford-
able Housing value prop-
osition at the group level, 
LafargeHolcim hopes to 
positively impact about 
25 million around the 
world by 2020. Ambrose 
Medebem hopes that Ni-
geria would represent a 
significant portion of the 
projected beneficiaries.

CHUKA UROKO

 ANTHONIA OBOKOH

News 

both professors, main-
tained that the current 
budgeting structure of the 
Buhari-led administration 
is a death warrant which 
cannot produce result-
oriented development.  

In his presentation, Ari-
yo frowned at the current 
budgeting system of bor-
rowing to fund projects, 
saying the overall budget 
deficit in Nigeria is too 
large without an increase 
drive to increase inter-
nally generated revenue.

According to him, Ni-
geria must restructure 
to address institutional 
deficiencies and encourage 
Local Direct Investment 
as against Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) which 
makes Nigeria a slave, 

University dons fault 2017 Budget
saying, “You cannot call 
someone that lends you 
money development part-
ner. What sort of partner-
ship is between a creditor 
and debtor? It makes you 
a slave as you cannot de-
velop any policy without 
their input. The Bible says 
in Proverbs 22:7 that the 
rich rule over the poor and 
the borrower is a servant 
to the lender.”

On his part, Agbaje, a 
political scientist, called 
for judicial review to cor-
rect institutional con-
straints in budgeting and 
governance.

Agbaje, whose presen-
tation was entitled ‘2017 
Budget: Matters Arising’, 
stated that the Nigerian 
elites are not strategic 

enough to know that there 
fortune is tied to the for-
tune of the masses calling 
for active citizen participa-
tion.

While noting that Ni-
geria lacks the culture 
of planning,  Agbaje said 
the Nigerian presidency 
as currently constituted 
is weak, adding that all 
institutions which ought 
to make things work in the 
country are weak.

Both Oka Obono and  
Omoaregba Aregbeyen 
suggested that future Ni-
gerian budget must derive 
from the needs of Nige-
rians and not what the 
leadership thinks, stating 
that this would hasten 
development and link the 
state with the society.

Joe Mbulu, Transformation Director at Union Bank; Dr. Solomon S. Gberegbara,J.P Anglican Bishop, Diocese of Ogoni; Engr. 
Fegalo Mitee, Chief Lecturer with Electrical Electronics Department, River state Polytechnic Bori and Adebanji Jimoh, Head 
Sales and Distribution Area 2, Union Bank.

T
he Federal Gov-
e r n m e n t  h a s 
b e en advis e d 
to adopt a con-
s ensus-bas e d 

national economic goal to 
solve budgeting and social 
policy challenges.

Speaking at a Seminar 
on the ‘2017 Budget’ organ-
ised by the Department of 
Economics, University of 
Ibadan under the head-
ship of  Kassey Garbage, a 
professor, experts drawn 
from the field of Econom-
ics, Ademola Ariyo, a doc-
torate degree holder, and 
Omoaregba Aregbeyen, 
Adigun Agbaje, political 
science and Oka Orono  
of sociology department,  

AKINREMI FEYISIPO, Ibadan

I
n a bid to enhance the 
healthcare quality of the 
country, the Nigerian 
Healthcare Excellence 

Award (NHEA) celebrated 
key stakeholders in the Ni-
geria healthcare sector in 
a glamourous ceremony 
award night on 23 June in 
Lagos

The award was based on 
the selecting the winners 
of the various categories in 
Special awards, Healthcare 
Delivery Services and Bio-
medical Technology.

The Lifetime Achieve-
ment Awards at the 4th 
edition of the NHEA were 
presented to Ibironke Akin-
sete and Pharm (Mazi) Sam 
Ohubunwa

Also, those who received 
honours in an event spon-
sored by Sterling Bank and 
PharmAccess Foundation 
are; GE Healthcare (Biomedi-
cal Engineering Service Pro-
vider of the Year), Lagoon 
Hospitals (Private Health-
care Provider of the Year), 
SaferMom (PharmAccess 
Innovative Healthcare Ser-
vice Provider of the Year), 
Aminu Kano Teaching Hos-
pital, Kano (Tertiary Health-
care Provider of the Year), 
Medplus (Pharmaceutical 
Retail Outlet of the Year), 
and Nordica Fertility (IVF 
Service Provider of the Year) 
amongst others. 

 Anthony Omolola Chair-
man of the NHEA advi-
sory board, speaking at the 
ceremony expressed the 

Nigerian healthcare awards celebrate Akinsete, Ohuabunwa, GE, 
Lagoon Hospitals, SaferMom, AKTH, Medplus, Nordica and others

excitement of the organis-
ers for the growing support 
and acceptance the award is 
receiving from stakeholders.

“We are very excited 
and happy with the kind of 
support and confidence this 
award is receiving. Your 
honoured presence and 
active participation have 
continued to be a source of 
encouragement to us.”

 Furthermore, Omolola 
spoke about modifications 
the award has under gone 
over the years and the fu-
ture plans. “Our evaluation 
process has improved tre-
mendously through the 
application of technology / 
automation and some of the 
key changes and improve-
ment includes; online nomi-
nation and E-voting which 

are now part of the process, 
increased physical site veri-
fication and research teams 
who now do evaluation and 
review of submitted infor-
mation, and in the coming 
years NHEA will expand 
this site verification exercise 
to all states in Nigeria, also an 
internal auditor that audits 
the NHEA processes”.

 Ohuabunwa who won 
the Lifetime Achievement 
Awards in his acceptance 
remarks says, “With the 
personalities here tonight 
and those being celebrated 
I have no doubt about the 
credibility of this award. 
Nigerian Healthcare work-
ers put in so much and they 
are hardly recognized or 
celebrated. I thank everyone 
who put this together.”

… says Presidency is weak
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between near-peace and near-collapse, 
never in stability mode for a long time to 
allow good policies mature.

The present invention is secession 
which has provoked calls for restructur-
ing. Many important voices have rang out 
in demand of restructuring, but cynics say 
such persons say so when there are drums 
of war or strong agitations for secession.

By the voices on the scene, it seems 
the nation would have to choose between 
war/secession and restructuring or what 
William Wodi of the University of Port 
Harcourt just called ‘resetting’. Many say 
this exercise is needed, now!

The structure
Nigeria did not choose to become the 

‘Giant of Africa’ as it is called. It was a status 
designed and awarded to it from London. 
According to an aging member of the House 
of Lords, Britain debated and resolved to 
deliberately create a big and probably pow-
erful nation in Africa, and chose Nigeria.

About 200 years ago, the territory now 
called Nigeria was occupied by over 250 
ethnic nationalities that existed as au-
tonomous tribal entities, trading with each, 
but often at war. Some swallowed others 
while some others entered into treaties for 
protection or to serve the other. When the 
Europeans discovered the area, they first 
traded with the natives (many say looted 
the natives) and later set up colonial admin-
istration that started with indirect rule and 
creation of protectorates.

In 1914, the protectorates were amal-
gamated into a country called Nigeria. The 
nation tasted and tested nonfederal system, 
unitary, federal systems of administration 
until now it seems neither unitary no feder-
al. Nigeria has 36 states and a federal capital 
that draw financial blood from the centre 
where all resources are sent to. This has 
created a political system of bread-cutting 
and not baking. Every aspiring president 
wins by showing how he would share the 
cake, not how to bake a cake.

Many say the states and 774 local coun-
cils were created by few persons in the 
army who had power and privilege to do-
nate such entities to selves, allies and even 
in-laws. Many weep that certain sections 
of the country with military advantage 
got states and local councils that line up 
monthly to carte away billions and hun-
dreds of millions of naira from the centre 
at the decline of other regions or sections. 
They also say appointments into juicy 
positions are lopsided to the disadvantage 
of some ethnic groups, thus retarding their 
development on a permanent basis.

Even when some agreements are 
reached to ameliorate the perceived injus-
tices like rotational principle, some states 
such as Imo and Benue have disobeyed 
it and nothing happened and some geo-
political sections have been denied the 
presidency in perpetuity and nobody cared. 
These are said to have fueled agitations and 
drums of war.

Three strong efforts have so far been 
made in the recent past to reset Nigeria; 
by Sani Abacha in 2005, by Olusegun 
Obasanjo in 1995 and by Goodluck Jona-
than in 2014. Many people are calling for 
restructuring but others including Kaduna 
State Governor, Nasir El-Rufai, say the call-

ers have different things in mind or are 
outright opportunities. This is why opinion 
leaders have demanded for the resurrection 
of the recommendations of 2014 National 
Conference (Confab) so as not to start the 
rat race again. Others have pointed to some 
other recommendations from the confer-
ences convoked by Sani Abacha in 2005 
and Olusegun Obasanjo in 1995

Key issues that cause rancour in Nigeria 
that were addressed by the 492-member 
Confab led by Idris Kutigi include scrapping 
the current system of 774 local authorities 
(to save money and reduce corruption, and 
for states to set up their own local systems); 
creation of 18 new states including one 
for the south-east, permission for willing 
states to merge; reducing share of national 
income going to the federal government 
and increasing share for the states; modified 
presidential system of government that 
combines the presidential and parliamen-
tary systems of government, (the president 
should pick the vice-president from the 
legislature); power should be shared and 
rotated at all levels of government. (Presi-
dency should rotate between north and 
south and among the six geo-political zones 
of the country. Likewise, the governorship 
post should rotate among the three senato-
rial zones in each state).

War mongering
At the moment, cry for war and blood 

seems to be high in the air, prompting some 
residents in the north calling their relations 
home or important persons to inquire 
whether to run back home or stay.

The new tension began when Nnamdi 
Kanu used an online radio system (which 
Ralph Uwazurike claimed to have opened 
for him in London to direct) to pour what 
many listeners said were inciting and 

may be associating with it. The UK seemed 
to confirm by sending official warning 
against any coup attempt in Nigeria. These 
were followed by visits to top former army 
generals around the country by former 
president Olusegun Obasanjo. Does the 
rabbit move about at noon for nothing?

Many reasoned that any attempt by 
any ethnic group to enforce a quit order 
would lead to instant explosion, a war no-
body would win. Many accused members 
of the Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) 
for threatening the peace of the nation by 
causing breach of public peace from town to 
town. MASSOB (Movement for the Survival 
of the Sovereign State of Biafra) led by Ralph 
Uwazuruike, who did the sit-at-home stunt 
with IPOB, was to move to the north to dis-
sociate his group from threat to the nation, 
rather blaming all on his partner, Kanu. 
IPOB was to react few days ago, saying it 
meant no war but that its agitation for self-
determination was legitimate, supported by 
international conventions.

Whatever the case, the combined effects 
of the stir in the army over the health of 
the president and the tensions caused by 
activities of IPOB helped to heat up the 
nation to breaking points. The year 2017 
began to look and smell like 1967.  Some 
politicians who profit by instability seemed 
to add their cup.    

Osinbajo, peace shuttle, and the choir 
leaders

Many Nigerians may publicly posture 
for break up but nobody wants the collapse 
of Africa’s largest democracy to come from 
his family. The late only brother of the for-
mer President Jonathan had told this writer 
in an exclusive interview in his hometown, 

provocative broadcast on a daily basis. The 
broadcasts allegedly insulted most other 
tribes with beastly remarks and derided 
fellow Igbo men who either lived in the 
north or supported other tribes in politics.

This year, the group issued stay-at-home 
order but many said this was achieved with 
threats and scarecrow. The silence created 
by the May 30, lockdown of areas and busi-
nesses across Nigeria looked like military 
exercises by the US near North Korea, seen 
as a threat. Some regions especially south-
south and north saw this as a demonstra-
tion of power and hint of who controlled 
the areas. Some states in the south-south 
reacted by allegedly threatening to decree 
price reduction laws that were obviously 
targeted at traders. The north reacted by 
issuing quit notice intended to disrupt the 
economic life of the south-easterners in 
their midst. Many said anybody who hits 
businesses has hit the Igbo.

This seemed to produce a rash of quit 
notices which was easily seen as a prelude 
to a confrontation that may easily lead to 
a conflagration, such that no armed forces 
could control.

Before this, the health situation of the 
number one occupant of Aso Rock, and the 
political implications especially in relation 
to power balance and rotation seemed to 
cause a stir in the north and by extension, 
the army. As if afraid of the repeat of the 
Jonathan-Yar’Adua episode, the north rang 
out threats to show they would not accept 
loss of power should anything happen to 
the president who is now in UK hospital. 
The army was said to have pre-empted that 
such that talk of coups became open.

Some sections of the armed forces 
openly disassociated themselves from such 
plans, thus signifying that some other arms 
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Ogbia, that his family’s singular message to 
their son was that he should never allow 
Nigeria to break up in his hands. When this 
seemed real in 2013, Port Harcourt streets 
were full of news of how the mother went 
to her son in Aso Rock, pleading with him 
to follow her home and forget second term 
instead of any calamity.  

Yemi Osinbajo is in control now (the 
way Effiong was in Biafra when Ojukwu 
went on exile) and threats of war and break 
up came real. His family may have sent 
to him what the family of Jonathan sent 
too. The Acting President dusted his shoes 
and went to the various power centres in 
Nigeria with a single message: Save Nigeria. 
Just the way he saved the oil economy 
with his shuttle diplomacy, he went now 
on what the early Christians called the 
Second Missionary Journey. He spoke to 
any leader, serving or retired that could 
influence a group, and this restored sense 
of relevant nostalgic leaders that longed 
for recognition and relevance. Opposition 
governors became important again like in 
the days of the united Nigerian Governors 
Forum (NGF).

Soon, Governor Rochas Okorocha of Imo 
State denounced IPOB for calling for seces-
sion; Nyesom Wike of Rivers State traveled 
to Sokoto and wore agbada for the first time 
(hugged his Benue counterpart, Samuel 
Ortom), Ohanaeze chiefs and APGA lead-
ers said Kanu was not the leader of Igbos, 
etc. From the north, Niger State Governor 
said Igbos were safe, Benue Government 
asked Igbos to please come there, and oth-
ers began to support peace. Tension seems 
to be cooling off.

New apostles for true federalism
For the likes of former military strong-

man and longest serving military head of 
state, Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida (IBB) 
to openly support restructuring (or True 
Federalism) must be taken very seriously. 
This was interpreted that the threat level to 
Nigeria’s continued existence must have hit 
critical alarm stages, as the UK secret police 
would describe it.

Abubakar Atiku, a former vice president 
and leader of a very powerful political 
group that wielded power for decades, was 
the most visible northern leader to openly 
call for restructuring, but many waved the 
bravery off as a mere latching on the mood 
of the nation for crass opportunism. They 
may not have known the capacity of Atiku 
to know what goes on in critical centres 
anywhere in Nigeria. He must have seen 
that addressing the desires of the majority 
of Nigerians and ethnic groups for the na-
tion to survive was better than holding on 
to a strong centre and lose all.

Babangida must have known from years 
in the army and in African disasters that 
the bloodshed Nigeria was capable of pro-
ducing should a mass rebellion or civil war 
break out would be unheard of in history. 
When he joined his voice to call for restruc-
turing, many realised that Atiku may not 
be crying wolf for nothing.  It must rather 
be a lion. His voice joined those of Ifeanyi 
Okowa of Delta, Ben Ayade of Cross River, 
those from Sokoto, the business sector, and 
diplomatic sectors to appeal for peace and 
for appeasement through restructuring.

Now, the voice for a genuine attempt at 
discussing Nigeria’s unity, equity, fairness, 
balance, and progress seems to be louder. 
Former opponents of national balance seem 
to cross over to restructuring or eventual 
true federalism.

Who is afraid of restructuring?
Despite the rising calls for restructur-

ing, voices are beginning to rise against it. 

Some analysts believe that not even the 
presidents that initiate restructuring re-
ally wanted to do it. Most of them seemed 
to throw a conference during heated 
agitations merely to keep sections busy and 
probably provide job for the boys. There is 
also a hint that the agitations seem fraudu-
lent; only those losing out of power at any 
point in time seem to launch agitations with 
cry of imbalance or injustice (Oduduwa 
before Obasanjo; Ijaw before Jonathan, 
Arewa before Yar’Adua, and now Biafra 
which many accuse of being a gimmick for 
cash calls). The presidents that organised 
conferences either claimed to be studying it 
or hand them over to others to implement. 
Nobody has tried to implement.

Jonathan seemed feeble to agitators 
when he gave ‘no-go areas’ and said one 
Nigeria was not part of the debate. Buhari 
that is now on seat had derided the entire 
Confab as a waste of resources. Many say 
it is hardly his area of attention, even if 
he had the health and energy. Osinbajo 
is an acting president whose stay on seat 
seems to be determined by what happens 
in a London hospital and in some rooms in 
Kaduna. Many ask, where will the muscle 
to restructure Nigeria come from?

The chairman of the ruling party, John 
Odigie-Oyegun, has rather said restructur-
ing was not Buhari’s priority. It is not clear 
whether he was speaking for the party or 
the presidency in the sense that the APC had 
clamoured for true federation years ago for 
which it won the hearts of the minority and 
the south. Oyegun rather said Buhari-led 
APC government was currently focused on 
rebuilding the economy, creating jobs and 
ensuring the security of lives and property.

Outside the presidency, some state gov-
ernors have started denouncing restruc-
turing, let alone secession. From the heart 
of Igboland where the agitation is fiercest 
comes not just Okorocha but Ebonyi State 
Governor, David Umahi, who just said 
restructuring would not favour Ebonyi. 
He was quoted thus: “When the issue of 
Biafra or restructuring is discussed, my 
heart jumps because Ebonyi State is not 
ripe for any. Ask yourself, what is it that we 
are producing? We totally depend on the 
federal government for allocation. Investors 
are not coming into the state and our IGR is 
nothing to write home about, because the 
idea of an investor is, supposing the alloca-

tion that comes from the centre stops, how 
do I get back my money?” 

The governor made his comments while 
responding to the presentation of a consul-
tant on Internally Generated Revenue (IGR), 
Mike Abani, during the state executive 
council meeting at the Government House, 
Abakaliki.  

The governor of Kaduna State, Nasir 
El-Rufai, has also spoken from the north. 
He said those calling for the restructuring 
of Nigeria were political opportunists and 
irresponsible persons. While speaking 
on Sunrise Daily, a Channels Television 
programme, El-Rufai said the Buhari’s ad-
ministration in two years has taken some 
practical steps towards restructuring the 
country through various means. He said 
governors of all the 36 states in Nigeria 
were currently more involved in policy 
making at the national level in the present 
administration. “We meet every month 
under the auspice of the National Economic 
Council and working together with the 
Federal Government we chart directions of 
economic policy and that is part of shifting 
the federal-state balance.” To him, Nigeria 
has already been restructured.

Secession, break-up or restructuring?
Some are calling for break up, others 

for secession, and many more call for re-
structuring, yet numerous others say those 
who make restructuring impossible make 
break-up faster. Break up is when the major 
components of Nigeria decide to go their 
different ways and the nation collapses. 
Secession is when the agitating Igbos are 
allowed to walk away from the union, in 
peace or in crisis. Restructuring is when a 
process is put in place for the imbalances in 
the nation to be corrected specially through 
adoption and implementation of the three 
latest recommendations (2005, 1995, 2014).

Interviews by this writer towards this 
report showed that while most Nigerians 
clamour for break up or secession, they settle 
for a new deal or restructuring. A proper 
survey may however show that persons 
from certain sections of the country or of 
certain age brackets want break-up or seces-
sion badly. Most intellectuals and business 
leaders who spoke with this Correspondent 
demanded for resetting of the nation.

Emilia Ekama Akpan (CEO, Showers 
Group & national vice president, MAN)

Nigeria is in dire need of justice and 

equity. A country is however, stronger 
together but equity and fairness must be 
present.

Uche Okwukwu: Lawyer, Secretary-
General, Ohanaeze Ndigbo

Ndigbo are desirous to live in a negoti-
ated Nigeria. Freedom is the oxygen of the 
soul. We need to live in a just society with 
full citizenship rights. Before restructur-
ing or referendum, the right of any unit 
to pull out should be part of the national 
conference

Any further injustice against Ndigbo 
makes Biafra inevitable. An additional 
state must be created in the south-east as 
a matter of urgency, and an Igbo must be 
appointed secretary to the federal govern-
ment (SFG).

William Wodi, (PhD), Uniport
Whatever language they may call it, 

Nigeria needs resetting to compete with 
other countries in the world that constantly 
discuss the basis of their national unity.  We 
don’t need to break up the country, but a 
fundamentally flawed federal structure 
will inevitably break the country.  Big is 
better, but there must be justice.

Clinton Ezekwe (PhD, Uniport)
My opinion on this can be gleaned from 

my posts on social media. This country is 
dead. It’s like Jericho, a land consuming 
its inhabitants. We need a roundtable 
now to avoid an impending socio-political 
Hiroshima!  

Nwamazi Okoro: Lawyer (PH)
Restructuring without total consider-

ation and recognition of the rights and 
respect of all Nigerians will be playing to the 
gallery. Nigeria was founded on a forceful 
and faulty “unity”, therefore, secession for 
better understanding and respect for the 
sanctity of human life, tolerance of religion, 
tradition, culture and belief would be a 
better option.

Romanus Osegbo, Estate manager (Aba)
I support restructuring on the line of 

empowering regions. We have jointly done 
enough to make Nigeria a great nation. 
Tribal sentiment and hate speeches will 
do us no good. Those calling for secession 
and singing war songs should ask people 
that witnessed the civil war to advise them.

Chike Nze, Enugu-based businessman:
I am an advocate of restructuring; it is 

better than recession. True federalism will 

Drums of war and the...
Continued from  page 11



be better for us than division. Nigeria will 
be better and stronger as one nation using 
our various ethnic talents. We will be better 
off in Africa and even in the world. If we are 
able to be one indivisible country we will 
be better. Our diversity will be our strength 
if we have good leaders. Secession will not 
be good for us now.

Victor Okeh, student, Enugu:
If we have true federalism our country 

will be a better place, and our diverse cul-
tures can serve as a great adventure both in 
tourism, revenue and history-making. Even 
in true federalism, if the Igbo can exercise 
harmony within themselves it will be a 
great. Still in true federalism we must have 
leaders who are ready to be accountable and 
also ready to groom the youth on leadership 
and national reforms. If we talk of secession 
it is not the best because it might lead to war, 
brother fighting brother will be bad.

Restructuring: Before or after 2019?
Many favour restructuring, but not 

many have given a thought to its time 
table. Elections, Nigeria’s biggest threat 
period, is less than two years ahead. Po-
litical leaders seem to be repositioning and 
re-strategising, also heating up the polity. 
The PDP leadership tussle is merely wait-
ing for the Supreme Court verdict to take a 
new turn that would unveil what plans are 
hidden under the carpet. Those expected 
to handle the restructuring may not gain 
enough confidence of the opposition in such 
a sensitive exercise.

The president is still hospitalised and 
may not be very sound in the coming 
months. Many say the Acting President 
already has his hands full without adequate 
confidence or powers to deal with certain 
power blocs.

This alone has affected the much-
postponed national census. Many wonder 
whether such an exercise as restructuring 
would easily be executed before the general 
elections or after. Attempting it with 20 
months could be haphazardly done and 
therefore, more dangerous, according to 
analysts. Leaving it till after the elections 
could look like the Jonathan style or may at-
tract reactions from those who are already 
threatening the elections.

Many say this stage must be treated 
swiftly so Nigerians can know exactly what 
to expect instead of allowing this aspect to 
linger and cause more bad blood.

Restructuring: Via the 2014 Confab
According to Ikechukwu Eze, press sec-

retary to Jonathan, the former president 
did his part by sending the Confab recom-
mendations to NASS as an executive bill. 
This is why the NASS is now calling for it 
to be represented. 

Restructuring, referendum, costs and 
health of a president

If restructuring is the way out, how 
would this be done? Would the FG simply 
implement the various recommendations 
or attempt a review? Would the items be 
subjected to a referendum or would the 
FG simply assume it is all right? Would it 
be tabled before the National Assembly to 
represent the entire nation or would groups 
kick that they did not have confidence in 
the NASS to know the wishes of the people?

If referendum is to be used to decide 
critical aspects of the restructuring issues 
especially resource control and right to 
quit the union, is the FG and the economy 
capable of such an exercise?

The elections would surely gulp over 
N100billion; the census is expected to gulp 
almost N150billion, would a referendum 
gulp less than N120billion? Would the out-
come not be subjected to judicial disputes 
that would linger for years and threaten 
the nation even further?

Even if all these funds were to be avail-
able, would the chief presiding officer of the 
federation not need all the energy, time, tact, 
skill and alertness of mind to deal with the 
various groups and forces that would pull 
at the centre of gravity? Can the economy 
survive another hit from political sabotage, 
crisis, costs and distraction after what Boko 
Haram, militancy and oil-glut (recession) 
have jointly done in recent years?

Conclusion
A young man once told his elder brother 

that his was to fight anyone who offended 
him or make maximum trouble, but that it 
was left to his elder brother to resolve the 
consequences. Those beating war drums 
and those demanding for restructuring 
or even secession have made their stand 
clear. It may have to be the duty of the 
‘elder brother’, those elected into office and 
those who are paid to lead the rest of us to 
think out how to aggregate these demands 
and aspirations and implement the will of 
the masses.

Doing this without crashing the ship of 
nation, making this omelet without crack-
ing any egg may not be an easy task.

Drums of war and the...

T
he calls for restructuring of 
Nigeria are increasing with 
some notable Nigerians and 
past leaders joining the fray. 

Among the big names are a former 
military president, Ibrahim Baban-
gida, and Atiku Abubakar, a former 
vice president. What do you think 
about this call?

I think it is better late than never. 
General Ibrahim Babangida has also 
come on board to call for restruc-
turing, but he was in charge for a 
long time; he had that opportunity 
to address the existential problems 
confronting Nigeria; I don’t think he 
handled it properly. I think that the 
more elderly Nigerians who are com-
ing on board want to clear the dirt 
before their demise. I think that the 
growing consensus in the country is 
for the need to have a fresh look at 
how we have been co-habiting and 
then make a leap forward in terms 
of consolidating the strands of unity.

The Nigerian issue is just com-
plex; you know Chinua Achebe said 
it’s just issue of leadership. I think 
Achebe was right to a large extent. 
Chief Awolowo who was one of the 
leading lights of federalism way 
back in 1947 declared that Nigeria 
was a geographical expression, and 
not a nation that you have in Europe. 
Nigeria was just created for British 
imperialism.  But nation-building 
really is never a finished business; it 
is a work in progress. We had calls, 
strident calls for a Sovereign Nation-
al Conference; it went back to the 
time of Alao Aka-Bashorun. I was 
part of it. We were to hold a meeting 
in 1991 at the National Theatre, but it 
is the same General Babangida who 
sent his goons to disrupt that agenda 
at discussing whether we need to 
take fresh look at the modalities 
of our co-habitation. Also we had 
many calls for a sovereign National 
Conference in the sense that what-
ever is decided at that conference 
would not be tampered with by the 
powers that were at the time. In the 
end we ended up with a conference 
in Abuja for a few months that was 
not sovereign; that was the 2014 
National Conference. Many of the 
actors today, who are revisiting the 
issue, were also members of that 
conference. I saw the footage of the 

meeting last Tuesday of some of 
the faces that graced the National 
Confab. That’s why some of us were 
really appalled by the attitude of the 
Buhari government when it came to 
power that it was not going to have 
anything to do with that conference. 
I remember the Acting President also 
said that restructuring was not an 
issue on their agenda. Now, I think 
the chickens have come home to 
roost. Everybody is now saying that 
restructuring is the only panacea out 
of the problems confronting Nigeria.

Do you think the ruling class 
would be able to heed this call?

Well, whether they do or not, I 
think this thing is a class matter; the 
ordinary people want a better Nige-
ria. The ruling class, so to speak, are 
wedded to the status quo; they don’t 
want any change. I remember at the 
Conference when I raised the issue 
of Nigeria being a lopsided federal 
set up; I called it a caricature, some 
people were trying to shout me down. 
I said we needed to discard the Ab-
dulsalam constitution- the Decree 24 
of 1999- which many people still call 
the Constitution of Nigeria.  It was 
a constitution that told a lie against 
itself. There’s no time when Nigeri-
ans gathered together to adopt that 
constitution. But Like Bola Ige said in 
his lifetime that there are two issues 
that a National Discourse or Confer-
ence should address- one, do we want 
to live together and if so, how? These 
are the two issues.

‘We need to discard the Abdulsalam 
constitution, which is Decree 24 of 1999’
Akin Oyebode, a professor of International Law and Jurisprudence, 
in this short interview monitored on Channels TV, insists that 
restructuring has become the only option for Nigeria’s continued 
existence, and that doing so, the current constitution must be 
discarded as it does not reflect the wish of the citizens. Excerpts:

Continued from  page 12
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T
he prompt deployment of Al-
ternative Dispute Resolution 
(ADR), which is otherwise 
referred to as the Multi-door 
Courthouse, on ease of doing 

business in Nigeria will repose inves-
tor- confidence and promote a win-win 
situation in delivering business pitches.

It is now universally accepted that the 
resolution of disputes by arbitration and 
ADR significantly reduces the burden 
on the conventional court system and 
promotes speedy resolution of otherwise 
intractable disputes. 

ADR alternative to business according 
to Professor Segun Ajibola, chairman of 
Council, Chartered Institute of Bankers 
of Nigeria (CIBN), will help the Nigerian 
business community stay good in the 
global business environment.

Ajibola disclosed this at the 2017 
Annual Arbitration Conference held 
recently in Lagos with the theme ‘En-
hancing Foreign Direct Investments 
through Arbitration and ADR’.  According 
to him, most stakeholders rarely find a 
common ground in settling their differ-
ences without the need for recourse to 
litigation. He said that stakeholders have 
to be advanced in settling conflicts with 
partners in order to strengthen the busi-
ness profession in the country.

“ADR has many advantages and impact 
on ease of doing business. ADR is usually 
less costly, it provides the opportunity 
for complainants to air their views with 
minimal fear, it is more informal also 
ADR is more flexible and responsive to 
the peculiar needs and is more likely to 
preserve goodwill or at least not escalate 
to conflict,” said Ajibola.

He added that the “ADR channel was 
developed to resolve disputes out of court 
for different sub-sectors of the economy 
and these ADRs have operated for donkey 
years in some jurisdictions, albeit in a 
less formal form, which has now gained 
a wider acceptance.”

He therefore, urged stakeholders to 
develop the practice of approaching the 
ADR in settling differences, as “it is a 
platform for the peaceful resolution of 
disputes especially commercial disputes. 
ADR is a preferred method for the speedy 
and efficient resolution of commercial and 
business disputes in Nigeria and West 
Africa sub-region.”

Business enterprises in any economy 
thrive under an enabling legal, regula-
tory, infrastructural and social condition. 
While the benefits of effective commer-
cial disputes resolutions is that  courts are 

responsible for interpreting the rules of 
the market to protect people’s economic 
rights. Efficient and transparent courts 
encourage new business activities, as 
businesses are confident that they can 
rely on the court to intervene if the new 
customer fails to pay. It also provides a 
fast and cost-effective court procedures 
which are essential for small business 
owners, as they usually lack the financial 
resources to stay in business while await-
ing the outcome of a long court process.

However,  the bureaucratic bottle-
necks, high cost of litigation particularly 
for SMEs and the inability of SMEs to 
wield as much political and judicial influ-
ence when in litigation with a stronger 
party, couple with the low level of auto-
mation of most court cases in Nigeria have 
led to a prolonged adjudication.

The growth potentials of the SMEs 
are usually hampered by a lack of the 
required capital for business expansion. 
However, to address these challenges, 
most countries now have an alternative 
dispute resolution (ADR) to assist SMEs.

In expounding the usefulness of ADRs, 
Wole Olanipekun, an erudite lawyer and 
senior advocate of Nigeria, analysed the 
history of the concept of arbitration, stat-
ing that the long history starts form the 
family system. He tracked the history 
of the ADR in its codified form from the 
Arbitration Ordinance of 1914 which 
was adaptation of the English Arbitration 
Act 1889. He cited how Ordinance has 
remained in the Nigerian constitution 
till date. 

Olanipekun further stated that ADR 
will save time for businesses. “Litigants 
now spend years in court over uncom-

plicated matters, and in some instances, 
the litigation process has been reduced 
into a game of musical chairs, ‘rolling’ all 
the way to the apex court, only to be re-
commenced again starting all over what 
appears to be an unending journey.”

However, Shola Oshodi-John, regis-
trar/CEO, Nigerian Institute of Chartered 
Arbitrators, explained that the discussion 
has become important following the in-
creasingly role of arbitration and other 
ADR mechanisms in commerce not only 
in Nigeria but globally.

“The discourse, to the ease of doing 
business in Nigeria from access to justice 
perspective particularly as regards the 
speedy and effective resolution of com-
mercial disputes in Nigeria has become 
a major topical issue amongst key stake-
holders. This highlights the importance of 
winning the confidence of disputants in 
the effective resolution of their disputes 
via Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) 
methods,” he said.

To Professor Fabian Ajogwu, a fellow 
of the institute, the most important of an 
arbitration process is the impartiality and 
incorruptibility of the arbiter. According 
to him, “Compromised arbitrators or arbi-
ters are the greatest undoing of arbitra-
tion in this Nigeria. I have over the years 
witnessed and heard various stories of 
impartiality of arbitrators. The commonly 
used words to describe arbitrators are 
‘impartial’ and ‘independent.’”

There is a pressing need for Nigeria’s 
attractiveness as a seat of arbitration due 
to the increased commercial activity be-
ing experienced. While acknowledging 
the efforts and initiatives of the gov-
ernment at improving our standing as 
regards the ease of doing business index, 
there is still a long way to go. “The future 
of ADR is a resplendent one, doused in 
many beautiful colours, if only we can 
tap into the expansive possibilities it af-
fords. The arbitration and ADR industry 
of Nigeria, at the barest levels, should be 
ten steps ahead of where we are now,” said 
Professor Fabian.

The adoption and adaptation of ADR 
into our dispute resolution mechanism 
also state how necessary it is to strength-
en our national institutions to support 
one other.

Fabian further stressed that “If we 
strengthen our institutions locally, stan-
dardise and adopt best practices, certify 
and gain expansive knowledge, main-

stream the practice of and involvement 
with ADR forms and ensure a synergy be-
tween the arbitration bodies, multi-door 
court houses, citizens Mediation centers 
and the ICMC as well as other ADR bod-
ies, then we may have set ourselves on a 
part to progress.”

Conclusion
Overall, some of the takeaways from 

the 2017 Annual Arbitration Confer-
ence, according to the organisers are 
that “While it may be way out of the 
scope of the ADR community to address 
the many factors that impact the invest-
ment climate in Nigeria, such as reforms 
required to bring credibility to both fiscal 
and monetary policies; steps needed to 
stem the tide of economic recession will 
not be out of place to require a deliber-
ate multi-organisational effort by the 
ADR community to bring about needed 
reforms that will improve the lot of the 
nation. It is undoubtedly within the pur-
view of the ADR community to cultivate 
a true sense of community and focus on 
a common goal of building an investment 
friendly nation.

“Finally, we cannot deny that the young 
generation is the real generation that 
drives today and steer tomorrow. Hence, 
we must infiltrate undergraduate institu-
tions of learning, bodies offering profes-
sional courses like the ICAN and ACCA 
and law schools with the knowledge of 
arbitration and ADR. We should do this, 
regardless of course of study, as arbitration 
and ADR are not law-restricted practices.”

According to them, “By providing the 
necessary materials, our young ones will 
have easy access to modern realities that 
will shape their mindset about ADR and 
Arbitration as virile aspects of the dispute 
resolution, even before they fully become 
a part of the system. If we can do these, 
the opportunities that abound for us in 
arbitration and ADR are limitless and 
the results will be enormous, especially 
reflecting on our stock market and inter-
national investments.

In Nigeria, the ADR seeks to uphold a 
system of resolving disputes that relied 
mostly on the wisdom of elders, as well 
as its traditional rulers. This system of 
dispute resolution has evolved into what 
is today called customary arbitration. The 
system was developed so that both parties 
could return to their homes satisfied, and 
with unbroken relationships not frayed or 
peppered by antipathies.

Feature
Deploying alternative dispute resolution as 
panacea to economic challenge in Nigeria
BUNMI BANJO  

Lawyers at the 2017 Annual Arbitration Conference 
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Igwe presenting his Modular Refineries model to Acting President Yemi Osinbajo.

Godwin Igwe, former director, CGRP-IPS, University of Port Harcourt

S
takeholders, especial-
ly from oil-rich Ni-
ger Delta, have been 
commending the Fed-
eral Government for 

finally recognising modular 
refineries, as a transformation 
from former local artisan re-
finers (otherwise called illegal 
refineries operators). Recently, 
a couple of licences were issued 
for take-off of the miniature re-
fineries in parts of the country. 
However, a breach remains – to 
maintain sustained momentum 
on this sector of the nation’s oil 
industry. Sadly, since then, no 
word has come from the Fed-
eral Government on progress 
of the refineries.

 Some petroleum experts, 
who all support the transfor-
mation of artisanal refiners 
into modular refineries, said 
that there was urgent need 
for adviser to the government 
on the mo dular refineries’ 
operational model. “We need 
a strong advocate as champion 
and adviser to the government 
[on modular refineries],” they 
said. And they have pointed to 
Godwin-Joseph Igwe, a proven 
world chemical engineer, a pro-
fessor of Chemical Engineering, 
who has just been awarded 
“the most consistent academic 
with written articles on the 
Economic Benefits of Modular 
Refinery Development.” 

The experts said: “Let Prof. 
Igwe be the driving force di-
rectly to the government and 
the people, without being fil-
tered by bureaucratic barriers 
which has kept us down for 
many years.  Many licenses (in 
Modular Refineries) have been 
issued, but nothing come out of 
them because no one owns the 
management process because 
it is government business.  We 
need an experienced Nigerian 
who is above selfish interest, 
who can provide guidance for 
this new found innovative idea.”

Igwe is an inventor and au-
thor of three books and over 
50 peer-reviewed articles.  He 
has taught in universities (Riv-
ers State University, formerly 
University of Science and Tech-
nology, Port Harcourt, Nigeria; 
Texas A&M University and 
Prairie View A&M University, 
Texas, all in United States of 
America.  For over 10 years, he 
worked with E.I. DuPont, one 
of the premier chemical and 
petrochemical multinational 
corporations in the world, and 
Continental Oil Corporation, 
Conoco Inc., and served vari-
ously as senior staff engineer, 
senior research engineer and 
senior information scientist.

Igwe, Rivers State-b orn, 

Sustaining the momentum of modular 
refineries, the Godwin Igwe model

jobs. He said the cost of a 30-day 
fuel importation was enough to 
build 10-15 modular refineries. 
He had established a modular 
refinery for University of Port 
Harcourt in late 2015. He de-
scribed Federal Government’s 
decision to embrace modular 
refineries from the local arti-
san refiners (illegal refineries) 
as commendable. Said Igwe: “It 
is sound strategy, even though 
long overdue.  First, let’s huma-
nise the activities and call them 
artisanal or cottage industries. 
Remember, a country, unable 
to refine its own crude oil lacks 
internal, external, social and 

economic security.
“With a thoughtful imple-

mentation and management 
of the modular refineries pro-
gram, the government can 
reduce joblessness, poverty, 
and hunger in the Niger Delta 
states. The program should 
be envisioned, enabled and 
well-articulated in terms of 
infrastructure development 
investments, budgeting, crude 
oil supplies, power supplies, 
and technical entrepreneurial 
professionals, to avoid people 
following so many rabbits from 
a blanket general statement of 
consortia formation support-
ing establishment of modular 
refineries,” he said in a recent 
note to our correspondent. He 
is currently NLNG Chair of Gas 
Processing Engineering at the 
University of Port Harcourt.

Igwe was elected director, 
Fuels & Petrochemicals Divi-
sion, American Institute of 
Chemical Engineers (2002–
2005); elected director, Envi-
ronmental Division,  American 
Institute of Chemical Engineers 
(1997–2000); reviewer: Journal 
of Environmental Progress; re-
viewer: Journal of Hazardous 
Materials, November 2003 till 
date; reviewer: ASTM Stan-
dards (2002-date); reviewer: 
International Association for 
Hydrogen Energy, March 2003; 
Editorial Review Board: Jour-
nal of Filtration & Separation; 
nominated: DuPont Engineer-
ing Excellence Award; awarded 
Federal Government of Nigeria 
scholarship leading to award 
of PhD at University of Brad-
ford, England.  He is a senior 
member, Society of Petroleum 
Engineers, American Chemical 
Society, American Filtration 
& Separation Society, IBWA 
(International Bottled Water 
Association), American Soci-
ety for Testing and Materials 
(ASTM).

Godwin-Joseph Igwe, a na-
tive of Omoku, Ogba-Ndoni-Eg-
bema Local Government Area, 
Rivers State, is a registered 
Professional Engineer (PE) in 
Texas, and Council for Regula-
tion of Engineering COREN, 
Nigeria, and founding member-
ship chairman of the Society 
of Petroleum Engineers (SPE) 
Nigeria section.  He earned 
a Diploma-Ing. degree from 
University of Kiel, Germany, 
(1977),  MPhil from Univer-
sity of Leeds, (1981) and PhD 
from University of Bradford, 
England (1983), all in Chemi-
cal Engineering.  He is listed 
in Marquis “Who is Who” in 
Science and Engineering, and 
“Who is Who” in America.

had attended numerous top 
management, industrial, and 
research trainings, where eth-
ics and disciplined professional 
attitude to work, is job number 
one.  He consulted for Core 
Laboratories in Houston, and 
was peer-reviewer for U.S. 
Department of Energy (DOE) 
and U.S. National Science Foun-
dation (NSF). Today, he is the 
president and CEO of Technol-
ogy Transfers, Inc., Newark, 
Delaware, USA. 

He has attained the highest 
professional grade of member-
ship of Chemical Engineer-
ing in the world (today a Fel-
low), and was the only African 
awarded a World Bank McNa-
mara fellowship for outstand-
ing scholarship in 1988, to 
research on petroleum prod-
ucts in USA, and Alexander-
von-Humboldt outstanding 
International Scholar. He was 
appointed Professor of Chemi-
cal Engineering in 1990 by the 
University of Benin.

Apart from speaking his na-
tive Omoku dialect, also speaks 
English and German languages 
fluently. He was director of 
NNPC/Flopetrol and Pioneer 
Director, Centre for Gas, Refin-
ing & Petrochemicals, Institute 
of Petroleum Studies (CGRP-
IPS), University of Port Har-
court. He is currently Professor 
of Chemical Engineering in 
the Department of Petroleum 
& Gas Engineering, UniPort. 
He successfully organised the 
first, second, third and fourth 

international conferences on 
Petroleum Refining & Petro-
chemicals (including modular 
refineries) (August 2012, 2013, 
2014, 2015) in Port Harcourt, 
Nigeria. 

Igwe’s passion for modular 
refineries in Nigeria is legend-
ary, because he passionately 
drove and advocated the inno-
vative idea of modular refiner-
ies as a value-adding solution to 
fuel scarcity, competitiveness, 
economic and national security 
and jobs.  For him, Modular 
Refineries move can produce 
1 million litres of petroleum 
products daily, create 1 million 

Igwe, modular refinery promoter, asks FG to sustain momentum, writes BEN EGUZOZIE, PORT HARCOURT



Kwankwaso, ethnic sentiment and 2019 ambition

Police arraign council boss, 
6 others over secretary’s 
assassination
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T
he dominant consen-
sus of most Nigerians 
and members of the 
international com-
munity with special 

interest on Nigeria’s political 
development is that leadership 
is at the centre of the country’s 
underdevelopment.

As Nigeria’s leadership ques-
tion rages on, political pundits are 
already searching ahead for the 
appropriate person that would be 
suitable to be entrusted with the 
presidency of the country in the 
coming general election slated to 
hold in 2019.   

Already, a number of politi-
cians have overtly or covertly 
indicated their interest for the 
number one political seat in Ni-
geria. Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso, 
a former governor of Kano, is one 
of such individuals.

Of recent, Kwankwaso has 
been making headlines, in re-
spect of what most of his sup-
porters described as his well-
constructed response in support 
of the ‘Arewa Youths Quit notice’ 
given to the new Biafra agitators 
led by Nnamdi Kanu.

Although a section of the Ni-
gerian political pundits are trying 
to connect his latest pronounce-
ment made from his new political 
base in Kaduna, where he tacti-
cally withdrew to as result of 
the on-going face-off between 
him and his successor, Governor 
Abdullahi Umar Ganduje, people 
who understand Kwankwaso’s 
style of politics would not be sur-
prised at his stand on the Biafra 
agitation.

From every indication, the 
stand taken by Kwankwaso on 
the new Biafra agitation has not 

fallen short of his known man-
nerism of political behaviour 
which is a brand of grandstand-
ing and exploitation of tribal 
inclination for political gains.          

With the unfolding devel-
opment, what most Nigerians 
are interested in knowing is 
the strength of Kwankwaso, as 
the nation approaches the 2019 
presidential race which his body 
language has clearly shown that 
he is interested in.

Observations have shown 
that the major political strength 
of Kwankwaso is his smart abil-
ity to leverage on contemporary 
national discourse which in most 
cases, as a result of the state of 
underdevelopment nature of the 
nation’s politics largely driven by 
primordial sentiments to which 
he is good at exploring to fuel his 
acceptance, politically.

Precisely, this is the same kind 
of political sentiment that he ex-
plored in his own state prior to his 
second coming as the governor 
of the state, when he, along with 
the incumbent Governor Gan-
duje, formed the Kwankwasiyya 
political structure on primordial 
issues surrounding Kano society 
which they used to gain access to 
Kano Government House.    

It is on record that Kwank-
waso and his cohorts success-
fully constructed the kinship and 
tribal narratives of being more 
Kanawa than the then out-going 
governor of the state, Mallam 
Ibrahim Shekarau’s candidate Sa-
gir Takai, who he defeated in the 
poll that brought him as governor 
for the second term.

On attaining power as gover-
nor, Kwankwaso then strength-
ened his followership under 
Kwankwasiyya Ide ological 
Movement, by exploring what 

Six persons including the 
chairman of Ukanafun 
Local Government Area 

of Akwa Ibom State, Abasiono 
Udomfu, have been arraigned 
by the police for the alleged 
murder of Ime Atakpa, who 
until his death was the secre-
tary of the council’s transition 
committee.

Others, who were brought 
before the chief magistrate 
c ourt in the area for their 
involvement  in  the  cr ime 
include Godknows Sampson 
Udoudo alias Archor head/
executioner ‘m’, Godwin Dan-
iel Ikpe a.k.a One-Man-Chop 
‘m’, Aniefiok Eseme Etukudo 
‘m’ alias Barbeach –Archor 
Head, Saturday Etim Isong  ‘m’, 
Akaninyene Sunday Iwok ‘m’ 
and Ekere Friday Joseph ‘m’ 
were all picked up by detec-
tives from their various hide-
outs in Port Harcourt.

Investigations reveal that 
Atakpa and his political as-
sociate, Akaniyene Udoh were 
shot in the morning of April 
16 at his poultry farm in his 
hometown, Ikot  Udo Obobo in 
Ukanafun Local Government. 
While the council secretary 
died on the spot, his friend 
and political associate died on 
the way to the hospital with 
p ost-mortem examination 
reports confirming that the 
duo died of gunshot wounds.

It was further gathered that 
the late council secretary was 
killed because of his opposition 
to an amnesty programme that 
was to be granted to members 
of a secret cult group known as 
Ice land in the area.

The council chairman re-
ported to have allegedly held 
a  me eting on how the as-
sassination of  the c ouncil 
secretary would be carried 
out, promising a ‘huge sum 
of money,’ if the assignment 
was successful, according to 
investigations.

It  was further gathere d 
that in preparations for the 
assassination,  the  c ounci l 
chairman’s  p ers onal assis-
tant held a meeting with the 
former youth leader of the 
area, Sunday Inanki who at 
the time of this report, was 
still at large and the current 
youth chairman of the village, 
Akaninyene Sunday Iwok, 
to draw out the plan for the 
execution of the plan.

Confirming  this, Chukwu 
Ikechukwu, a deputy super-
intendent of police (DSP) and 
Polic e Public Relations Of-
ficer, Akwa Ibom State com-
mand said the present youth 
leader brought in two others 
namely Godwin Daniel Ikpe 
‘m’ alias One-Man-Chop and 
Akaninyene Jumbo Uko alias 
Is o Akpafi  ‘m’,  who he de-
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seems to be an ideological fault-
line of Kano politics – Talakawa 
versus Shurata blocs to stamp his 
hold on Kano electorate.

One of the things he did to 
achieve this objective was cul-
tivation of the support of the 
young folks in the state, through 
conceiving some populist policies, 
programmes and projects such as 
the 21 institutes established by 
him with special goal of gaining 
the support of the youth popula-
tion in the state that is mostly the 
Talakawa political class.     

According to analysts, apart 
from such political strategy, 
Kwankwaso is bereft of any po-
litical strength that he could 
leverage on to catapult himself 
to Aso Rock in 2019.

Looking at the spread of his 
acceptance in Nigeria, apart 
from Kano State where he still 
commands some measure of ac-
ceptance, there is no other state 
in the federation that one can 
clearly say he commands huge 
followership.

Even in Kano, the measure 
of his acceptance is being chal-
lenged by the incumbent gover-
nor, who has succeeded in divid-
ing his Kwankwasiyya group, 
with a sizable number of group 
members now ready to work 
along with Ganduje for any other 
candidate.       

According to observers, an-
other factor that could act as an 
impediment to his ambition is 
funding. It is believed that hav-
ing been out of executive power 
where opportunity is very much 
available to appropriate public re-
sources to finance one’s ambition, 
for now, it might be a bit difficult 
for him to mobilise adequate 
finance for large scale election 
activities.

scribed as “ notorious killer”  
st i l l   at  large,  adding that 
after  “a discussion at Ikpe 
Annang in Etim Ekpo Local 
G o ve r n m e n t  A r e a  o f  t h e 
state in April, 2017,  Udoudo  
alias “Archor” Head/Execu-
tioner, who resides in Port 
Harcourt was also contacted 
for the assignment.”

According to him, on the 
15th April, Akaninyene Jum-
b o  U ko  a l i a s  ‘ I s o  A k p a f i ’, 
Go dwin Daniel  I kp e  al ias 
‘O n e - M a n - C h o p ’  a n d   A n -
iefiok Eseme Etukudo alias 
‘Barbeach Archor Head’ met 
i n  I k p e  A n n a n g   i n  E t i m 
Ekpo Local Government Area 
w h e re  t h e y  re v i e w e d  t h e 
plan and approved it for ex-
ecution.

“On 16th Apri l ,  2017 at 
ab out  0 70 0 h rs ,  th e  grou p 
le d by Akaninyene Jumb o 
Uko ‘alias Iso Akpafi ‘m’ as-
sembled at a hideout in Ikot 
Udo-Obobo. Two of the mem-
bers, Englishman, presently at 
large, and Saturday Etim Isong 
‘m’ alias Saty who had earlier 
used motorcycles to spy on 
the secretary, were again sent 
to confirm his presence at his 
poultry farm. This they did 
and immediately returned to 
kill the secretary,” the police 
spokesman said.

He said the two guns used 
in the operation were sup-
plied by Akaninyene Jumbo 
Uko a .k .a  Is o-Akpafi ,  who 
is on the police wanted list, 
adding that back in the farm 
at about 0930hrs, Aniefiok 
Es eme Etukudo a .k .a  Bar-
beach-Archor Head fired the 
secretary point-blank while 
Englishman fired into the air 
to scare away the secretary’s 
guests  with whom he was 
celebrating the Easter.

“The secretary died on the 
spot while one of his guests, 
Akaninyene Udo Aka ‘m’ who 
was hit by a bullet, later died in 
the hospital. The assassins left 
with the deceased’s two hand-
sets they took from his pockets 
and a motorcycle,” the PPRO said.  

He said the command has 
intensifie d efforts to track 
down the fleeing principal 
members of the group name-
ly Akaninyene Jumb o Uko 
alias Is o-Akpafi the owner 
and custodian of the group’s 
firearms, Sunny Inanki and 
Englishman, all of who par-
t ic ipate d in  the  planning, 
m o n i t o r i n g  a n d  e ve n t u a l 
killing of the secretary and 
his political associate.

He reiterated the determi-
nation of Don Awunah, the 
commissioner of police in the 
state to ensure that all forms 
of crime and fear of crime, 
particularly violent crimes, 
are brought to the lowest ebb 
and that all those who engage 
in such crimes have their day 
with the law.



Uncertainty over July 3 public 
notice by INEC to recall Melaye

A
s the battle to re-
call Dino Melaye, 
the senator repre-
senting Kogi West 

Senatorial District, gathers 
momentum, the Independent 
National Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC) has confirmed 
receipt of a court process chal-
lenging his recall. 

Oluwole Osaze-Uzzi, INEC 
Director of Voter Education 
and Publicity, who confirmed 
this in a telephone interview 
with BDSUNDAY Friday, 
could however, not confirm if 
the Commission would press 
ahead with the formal process 
of recall, billed for Monday 
July 3, 2017. 

In what could be an in-
dication that the electoral 
body may go ahead with the 
process, Osaze-Uzzi stressed 
that the Commission did not 
receive any injunction stop-
ping the process. 

“We have been served with 
a (court) process from Dino 
Melaye,” he said, adding: “We 
have not been served with 
any injunction. We have just 
been served with the court 
processes”. 

On the planned issuance 
of public notice on Monday, 
he said: “Once the case is in 
court, I cannot comment on 
it. Our lawyers will now have 
to take over from here to see 
where it goes. 

“But since the case is now 
in court, it will be subjudice. 
But I can confirm to you that 
we have been served”. 

The commission had said it 
would issue a notice to the pe-
titioners and Melaye on July 
3, when it would begin the 
verification of the signatures 
of those who signed the notice.

Over 188,000 petitioners 
from the embattled lawmak-
er’s constituency had signed 
a petition calling for his recall. 

But in a suit filed on Me-
laye’s behalf by Mike Ozek-
home (SAN), the lawmaker 
said the process for his recall 
was illegal and as such, wants 
the court to declare it as un-
lawful and unconstitutional. 

The embattled senator is 
among other reasons, ask-
ing the court to determine 
whether by the provisions of 
sections 68 and 69 of the 1999 
Constitution (as amended), he 
was not entitled to right of fair 

hearing before the process for 
his recall could be triggered. 

In the suit which was ac-
companied by an affidavit of 
urgency, Melaye stated that 
because the process for his 
recall was initiated by top 
politicians in Kogi State who 
wield enormous powers over 
his senatorial constituents, 
whether the petition present-
ed to INEC was in compliance 
with the constitution since 
it was tainted with political 
malice, bad motive, personal 
vendetta and bad faith. 

He is equally asking the 
court to determine whether 
by the provisions of Sections 
68 and 69 of the Constitution, 
he could be validly recalled 
when the petition presented 
to electoral umpire was signed 
by fictitious and non-existing 
persons and persons who did 
not belong to his senatorial 
constituency in accordance 
with the constitution. 

The senator further asked 
the court to determine wheth-
er the process of recall as pro-
vided for in Section 69 of the 
constitution could be initiated 
against him when the number 
of registered and qualified vot-
ers in his constituency who 
signed the petition was grossly 
less than the number required 
by the Section. 

While some political watch-
ers view the suit as delay tac-
tics, others believe it is within 
his rights to seek legal redress 
if he is not satisfied with the 

recall process. 
Although attempts were 

made in the past to recall law-
makers from Plateau, Jigawa 
and Abia States, they were all 
unsuccessful as they could not 
meet the mandatory require-
ment for a recall. 

If this process is successful, 
Melaye would be the first leg-
islator to be recalled since the 
country adopted Presidential 
system of government in 1963. 

Although one school-of-
thought argue that the process 
is a witch-hunt, others opine 
that it will help deepen the 
nation’s democracy. 

Clement Nwankwo, Executive 
Director, Policy and Legal Advo-
cacy Centre (PLAC), falls into the 
second school-of-thought. 

Speaking with BDSUNDAY 
in Abuja he said: “There is a 
process with handling recall. 
First of all INEC has to verify 
that those who signed are ac-
tually authentic voters in the 
register. The process of INEC 
verifying this, all of those sig-
natures to be confirmed to be 
genuine, INEC going towards 
the next stage which is a refer-
endum, all of these would help 
develop the electoral process. 

“The question whether he is 
recalled or not is not the main 
issue; it’s that the opportunity 
for the electorate to take ad-
vantage of the provisions in 
the law”. 

A l s o  s p e a k i n g ,  J u d e 
Ohanele, Programme Direc-
tor, Development Dynamics, 
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OWEDE AGBAJILEKE, ABUJA geria (CBN) Godwin Emefiele; 
Sultan of Sokoto Muhammadu 
Sa’ad Abubakar; immediate 
past Senate Leader Ali Ndume; 
Group Managing Director 
Nigeria National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC) Maikanti 
Baru among others. 

Prior to his six months sus-
pension by the upper legisla-
tive chamber, Ndume had also 
accused the Kogi lawmaker 
of collecting signatures from 
APC senators that led to his 
removal as Senate Leader. 

Meanwhile,  prominent 
Okun indigenes, where the 
lawmaker hails from, have 
thrown their weight behind 
him. 

A former Attorney General 
of the Federation and Minis-
ter of Justice Chief Bayo Ojo 
(SAN); a former Minister of 
Health, Eyitayo Lambo and 
a former Minister of Police 
Affairs, David Jemibewon, 
have declared their support 
for Melaye. 

A statement issued by the 
Okun Development Initiative 
in Lokoja, said it had become 
imperative for the group to 
come out with a position on 
the ongoing recall process 
after the Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commission 
acknowledged receiving more 
than the required numbers of 
signatures for the exercise. 

The statement signed by 
the group’s chairman, Lambo, 
said the purported recall had, 
once again, brought the di-
lemma of Okun to the fore.

“The Okun Development 
Initiative, a prominent socio- 
cultural association from the 
western part of Kogi State, 
declares that the signatures 
being bandied about as those 
of the constituents of Dino 
Melaye, seeking to recall him, 
are actually not from Kogi 
- West, the district Melaye 
represents in the Senate. 

“The prerogative of any 
constituent to exercise his 
or her constitutionally guar-
anteed right to recall is in-
alienable but it is obvious the 
initiators and instigators of 
the current attempt against 
Senator Dino Melaye are not 
from Kogi West but lackeys 
and cronies of constituted 
authority, an apparent out-
come of misguided advice to 
those insistent on dividing and 
decimating Okun land politi-
cally for egoistic purposes,” the 
statement read in part.

posited that the results of the 
exercise would determine 
whether the constituents of 
Kogi West want the lawmaker 
recalled or not. 

“The constituents have a 
right to recall somebody who 
is not performing. That is their 
constitutional right. The con-
stitution should be allowed to 
flow. And all actors should do 
what is lawful. 

“If it is the wish of Kogi 
West Senatorial District to 
recall their senator, then they 
should be allowed to do that. 
But if is not their wish by 
the time INEC goes through 
the processes, it will become 
clear whether the majority of 
the people as required by law 
want him recalled or not,” he 
said. 

Other commentators have 
also blamed the outspoken 
senator for using his privilege 
as to cast aspersion on promi-
nent individuals within and 
outside plenary. 

They l ist  thes e highly 
placed citizens to include: 
President Muhammadu Bu-
hari; former President Oluse-
gun Obasanjo; ex-President 
Goodluck Jonathan; Kogi State 
Governor Yahaya Bello; All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
chieftain Bola Tinubu; his wife 
Remi Tinubu; ex-Edo State 
Governor Adams Oshiomole; 
Acting Chairman Economic 
and Financial Crimes Com-
mission (EFCC) Ibrahim Magu; 
Governor Central Bank of Ni-

Dino Melaye
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evader, you deduct from 
your employees and don’t 
remit, you are a multina-
tional pushing your profit 
out to evade tax or declaring 
lesser earned profit. If you 
are redesigning your books 
or any of those things, please 
accept amnesty or Osinbajo 
says the government will 
name and shame you. If that 
doesn’t work government 
will proceed with an ag-
gressive investigation with a 
view to criminal prosecution 
when you are caught.

We can just do the right 
thing and shout later.

So over to my next line of 
discourse. On Wednesday, 
at the Council Chambers, 
Acting President Osinbajo 
walked in just in time for the 
Federal Executive Council 
meeting and as is the tradi-
tion after greeting he called 
for the national anthem. 
While most ministers and 
officials in the hall sang the 
national anthem respect-
fully, I couldn’t help noticing 
that some did not care or for 
want of a better word, they 
commonised it.

I watched with my eyes 
almost popping out of their 
sockets as ministers leaned 
on their chairs with arms 
resting on the back of seats 
as they sang the anthem, 
making it look like a casual 
business.

I picked up something 
funny too. One of them who 
was leaning in a funny way 
was removing her shoes too.

For me, it was sad. I un-
derstand that the national 
anthem is supposed to be 
or it is arguably one of the 
most important rituals of 
unifying a country. Accord-
ing to Wikipedia, a National 
Anthem is generally a pa-
triotic musical composition 
that evokes and eulogises 
the history, traditions, and 
struggles of its people, rec-
ognised either by a nation’s 
government as the official 
national song or by through 
use by the people.

I also believe that while 
singing the anthem, cer-
tain etiquettes should apply 
especially out of respect 
and love for our country. 
If my memory serves me 
right, we were taught to 
adopt certain postures like 
standing up/straight and not 
moving around or fidgeting 
while singing our national 
anthem. I have also watched 
in awe, sometimes how citi-
zens of other countries be-
have when they sing their 
anthem, you see respect and 
patriotism displayed.

tax amnesty programme 
tagged- Voluntary Assets 
and Income Declaration 
Scheme (VAIDS) Acting Pres-
ident Yemi Osinbajo said 
when people paid taxes they 
paid more attention to what 
the government is doing.

“There is a level of social 
and political consciousness 
which people have when 
they pay taxes. So when 
people say that this is tax 
payers money that you are 
spending in that way, it is 
evident that it is because this 
money is coming from their 
pocket that they are able to 
question political authority, 
question people who say 
that they are representing 
them and question govern-
ment programmes as well. 
So taxation also leads to a 
situation where the people 
hold the government to ac-
count,” he said.

Quoting an adage, Osin-
bajo pointed in the western 
world it was a normal thing 
hence the adage that only 
two things are certain; death 
and taxation. “Without a 
doubt, in many parts of the 
world two things are con-
sidered certain death and of 
course taxation but a fellow, 
who I suspect is a Nigerian, 
added to those words of wis-
dom and said, “Yes tax and 
death is certain but death is 
only once, tax is until death”.

He called out Nigerians 
and indeed some of Africa’s 
wealthiest who still evade 
taxes and regretted that de-
spite having some of Africa’s 
wealthiest people whose life-
styles are the subject of con-
tinental discourse, only 214 
Nigerians pay taxes of 20 mil-
lion naira or more each year.

A personal tax of 20 mil-
lion implies an income of 
about 80 million naira a 
year, the Acting President 
continued in a diplomatic 
but emphatic manner add-
ing that he was not looking 
at anyone in particular in the 
hall but I could tell he knew 
them and they too knew 
themselves.

Worrisome but also in-
triguing was the fact all 214 
Nigerians who pay over 
20million tax per year are 
based in Lagos State.

Then he made the hall 
roar with laughter when 
he disclosed that in the old 
Nigeria all the regions rec-
ognized the need for taxes as 
the regions were practically 
paid for or sponsored with 
tax money.

However, the first region 
to recognise normal tax was 
the Northern region and 
thereafter the South and last 
was the South East.

He said he asked a friend 
who is a governor of one 
the South East states why 
the South East came last in 
taxes and he said that “we 
were the smartest of all” 
and the audience exploded 
in laughter.

Whatever the case, if you 
know that you are owing 
taxes, you are a serial tax 

Osinbajo’s sermon on life, 
death, taxes and the nation

L
ast week, something 
roused my conscious-
ness about the lais-
sez-faire   attitude 

and perhaps the lack of re-
spect of some government 
officials to our collective 
symbol of national unity. 
As if by providence some 
other discourse further also 
opened the topic of “practice 
what you preach” for not just 
government officials but for 
the elite and some high net 
worth Nigerians.

As a Nigerian, if you pay 
tax, only if you pay your 
tax, you must start to hold 
the government account-
able for its actions and how 
they spend your money. Yes, 
you can question political 
authorities. That Senator 
or Member of the House of 
Representative is answer-
able to you because he gets 
fed with your money. Before 
you remind me that we 
have been shouting and 
yes some of us have been 
paying our taxes right, yet 
things haven’t exactly flour-
ished as expected in terms 
of the right use of the taxes, 
I should tell you that the 
government says it needs 
more people to pay up to 
boost its coffers. I am hoping 
you got my drift. 14 million 
Nigerians currently pay tax.

Taxation has always 
been the basis of raising 
public revenue, in practi-
cally every society. It is our 
obligation call it our tithe to 
the nation.

You see, death and taxa-
tion have a lot in common 
according to the Acting 
President Yemi Osinbajo 
who was quoting an adage.

So if you are not paying 
tax and you are one of those 
shouting that the govern-
ment is not providing the 
much-needed infrastruc-
ture or keeping to its part of 
the bargain, just go do the 
right thing first and then we 
can take them up. I am very 
certain that Nigerians are 
now more informed than 
they were years ago and 
have been leaning on the 
power of the social media 
to demand accountability, 
more like critic the govern-
ment for its ineptitude.

You see, when Nigerians 
last week shouted about 
the huge amount of their 
money being spent on park-
ing fees for the President’s 
aircraft NAF 001 parked 
at the Stansted Airport in 
London, that right there 
was part of holding govern-
ment accountable. Though 
the Presidency had denied 
that the country was pay-
ing 1,000pounds instead of 
4,000 pounds per night as 
was reported fact remains 
that it is tax payers’ money 
that is being used. So you 
see, I understand the reason 
that some will refuse to 
pay tax. Again, before you 
shout, be sure you have 
done your part.

So on Thursday at the 
launch of the government’s 

J
ubilation has con-
tinued in Rivers All 
Progressives Con-
gress (APC) family 
as news from the 

Supreme Court that Mag-
nus Abe was confirmed as 
senator from Rivers South-
East has caused huge ju-
bilation in some quarters, 
although silence rules in 
some others. Also, the APC 
has won at the tribunal to 
upstage George Sekibo at 
the senate, now giving the 
party two senatorial seats 
in the state.

The People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) has kicked, 
saying the party would 
surely retake Sekibo’s seat 
at higher levels of appeal.

Abe had been senator 
for four years after serving 
as Secretary to the Rivers 
Government (SSG) under 
Chibuike Amaechi, but 
lost to his kinsman, Olaka 
Wogu, in 2015. This was 
upturned at a tribunal and 
rerun was fixed but this 
dragged on with much 
crisis till December 10, 2016 
when Abe won to give the 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC) the only senatorial 
seat in the oil state.

The rival PDP rejected 
the victory and took Abe 
to the tribunal until the 
Supreme Court gave the 
final say.

Abe hails from Ogoni 
with four local council 
areas and his victory has 
brought rousing jubilation 
to his people and the APC 
in the state despite hints of 
a crack between him and 
his friend, Amaechi, the 
Minister of Transportation.

Abe has been eyeing the 
Brick House and this has 
brought arrows from many 
quarters both within and 
outside his party.

Now, the man that is 
seen as his closest rival in 
the APC for the slot at the 
primaries, Dakuku Peter-
side, now Director-General 
of Nigerian Maritime Ad-
ministration and Safety 
Agency (NIMASA), wasted 
no time to congratulate 
Abe.

He has also congratu-
lated Chidi Wihioka and 
Azubuike Wanjoku who 
had earlier won their re-
spective cases at the Elec-
tion Petition Tribunal. Pe-
terside said the judiciary 
had affirmed what Rivers 
people always knew, that 
their votes were rightfully 
given to the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC).

Speaking to journalists 
in Port Harcourt, he said 

Abe’s victory was for the 
people of South-East Sena-
torial District and Rivers 
at large, while stating that 
the senator has once again 
deepened belief in the ju-
diciary.

According to him, “the 
people of Rivers South East 
will continue to stand by 
the votes they gave to Abe 
to represent them at the 
National Assembly.

 “I have always said that 
the APC will win any free 
and fair election in Riv-
ers State. Our people are 
today seeing a direction-
less PDP-led Rivers state 
government foisted on us. 
APC will surely take over 
the state in 2019.”

He tasked Senator Mag-
nus Abe, Hons Wihioka 
and Wanjoku not to be 
deterred in their quests 
to bring dividends of de-
mocracy to their respec-
tive senatorial district and 
constituents. 

Speaking on the loss 
of Maureen Tamuno and 
Sampson Egop at the Elec-
tion Petition Tribunal, Pe-
terside urged them not to 
lose hope and expressed 
confidence that their cases 
would be given favourable 
disposition on appeal.

He praised the people 
of Andoni/Opobo/Nkoro 
for remaining resilient in 
the face of the challenges 
of electoral manipulation. 

PDP: This is just magic
A media official con-

sult to top PDP members, 
Kie Obomanu, said: “The 
tribunal judgment deliv-
ered in the case between 
George Thompson Sekibo 
and Andrew Uchendu has 
shown that the tribunal 
has assumed the role of the 
electoral umpire by carry-
ing out the function of INEC 
of declaring results by itself.

“The tribunal has ac-
cepted the responsibility of 
collating the results of the 
areas so claimed ignored  
by INEC and arrived at a 
highly falsified figures of 
126,160 for Uchendu of the 
APC and 84,000 for Sekibo 
of the PDP.”

“The tribunal therefore 
declared Uchendu Winner 

of the election claiming 
that it scored the high-
est number of votes cast 
and ordered INEC to im-
mediately issue Uchendu 
the certificate of return. 
The verdict of the tribunal 
clearly shows that it is now 
vested with the power of 
making additional results 
to the existing ones de-
clared by INEC at the col-
lation centre by the return-
ing officer for Rivers East, 
Prof. Orji Okumenkama, 
in which Sekibo scored 
93, 098 votes to defeat the 
candidate of the APC, Chief 
Andrew Uchendu who 
scored 34,193 votes,” Obo-
manu further said.

According to him, “The 
nagging question! Is it pos-
sible for a man who scored 
90, 030 votes now to score 
84, 000 votes? That is, less 
than the actual figure de-
clared by INEC. It therefore 
shows that the tribunal 
has also cancelled some of 
Sekibo`s votes. Under what 
premise were the votes 
cancelled? How come he 
lost about 6, 000 votes in 
one fell swoop?  Now, the 
one who scored 34, 000 
thousand votes has scored 
126, 160 votes. From where 
did this computation come? 
This is just magic.”

He also claimed that 
the Rivers State Elections 
Petition Tribunal for Na-
tional and State Assembly 
in Abuja has erred in this 
judgment as “it is using 
fictitious figures to deliver 
judgment. This is travesty 
of justice. This judgment 
clearly calls for calm on 
the part of the patriotic and 
steadfast stalwarts of the 
PDP in support of Sekibo 
and particularly people of 
the Rivers East Senatorial 
district.

“Definitely, the judiciary 
will clearly show that it is 
the final arbiter and hope 
for those who truly seek 
justice. We are optimistic 
and have reposed confi-
dence in the ability of the 
Appeal to upturn a dark 
judgment for the truth and 
light. God willing, we shall 
emerge victorious at the 
appeal. The case has been 
appealed.”

Jubilation in Rivers APC as Magnus Abe wins 
at S/Court, Andrew Uchendu at tribunal
IGNATIUS CHUKWU

Magnus Abe Andrew Uchendu
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Barring last minute changes, 
members of the House of 
Representatives are ex-

pected to resume for the third 
legislative year in the Eighth 
Assembly by Tuesday, 4th July, 
2017. Of course, the House re-
corded a major feat with the 
introduction of 1,064 bills (at First 
reading), out of these proposed 
bills, 50 were initiated by the 
Executive, 21 transmitted by the 
Senate for concurrence, over 500 
motions were sent to the House 
for consideration while 993 were 
classified as private member 
bills. As at the last day of the 
181 statutory legislative sittings 
stipulated by the 1999 Consti-
tutions (as amended), 126 bills 
scaled through third reading on 
the floor of the House. According 
to the data reeled out by Speaker 
Yakubu Dogara, 27 of these bills 
have so far been assented to by 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
and the Acting President, Yemi 
Osinbajo.

Without any much ado, the 
House on resumption is expected 
to face herculean task of final 
passage of the Petroleum Indus-
try Bill, Host Community, leg-
islations relevant to Anti-Graft 
policy, among others.

The Lower Chamber is also 

expected to step up its activi-
ties on oversight functions of 
federal ministries, departments 
and agencies (MDAs) as provided 
by the Constitution. I recall that 
the bill on PIB was referred the 
21 member Ad-hoc Committee 
chaired by Hon. Ado Doguwa. 
Other members of the Ad-hoc 
Committee are: Victor Nwokolo 
(deputy chairman and chairman, 
House Committee on Petroleum 
Resources (Upstream); Joseph 
Akinlaja (Chairman, House Com-
mittee on Petroleum Resources 
– Downstream); Frederick Ag-
bedi; Kehinde Odeleye; Ahmed 
Safana and Musa Adar.

Others include: Blessing 
Nsiegbe; Mohammed Nur Sher-
iff; Olajide Olatubosun; Pwajok 
Gyang; Shehu Garba; Johnson 
Oghuma; Henry Nwawuba;

Nnenna Elendu Ukeje; Talatu 
Solomon; Anayo Nnebe; Sunday 
Karimi; Lawal Abubakar; Ossai 
Nchola Ossai and Emmanuel 
Orker-Jev.

As highlighted in one of the 
previous articles, the House has 
to be cautious in managing some 
contentious issue that would 
further erode public confidence 
especially on the issues of bud-
get and Executive/Legislature 
relationship. I believe the leader-

ship of the House should get its 
members to eschew any public 
comment that could trigger ac-
rimony within the polity.

Without mincing words, the 
House must ensure that Nige-
rians get value for money in 
the course of implementing the 
N7.441 trillion budget which 
was passed signed into law on 
the 12th June, 2017 by the Acting 
President. 

In getting it right, the House 
and Senate should not rest on 
their oasis until the bill for the 
establishment of National As-
sembly Budget and Research 
Office (NABRO). The committee 
is chaired by Hon. Timothy Golu 
has done a lot of work to get 
the NABRO functional over the 
past two years of steering the 
affairs of the office. Of course, 
the analysis done by NABRO 
will help in fixing most of the 
budgeting challenges and ensure 
equity and justice in the spread 
of projects across the country. It 
will also reduce usual face-off 
between the Executive and the 
Legislature when it comes to 
budget matters. Going through 
the previous works done by 
NABRO, every Nigerian will 
be able to know the projects 
based on geopolitical zones and 

state coverage at a glance. This I 
consider as a major feat that the 
House and National Assembly 
must dispatch with within a 
couple of days into the third 
legislative year.

At the last sitting held on 
Thursday, 15th June, 2017, the 
House observed that the bill 
should provide for the objective, 
timely and non-partisan analy-
sis needed for economic and 
budget decision and for other 
related matters passed by the 
National Assembly.

The lawmakers further ob-
served that the Legal Services 
Directorate of the National As-
sembly, in the course of clean-
ing the bill, discovered some 
issues that needed to either be 
amended or introduced to give 
NABRO the required impetus as 
a statutory body.

They also expressed desire 
to rescind earlier resolution on 
clause 13(1) and also introduce 
clauses 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21 and 
22 as well as re-number clause 
16 and 17 of the bill which was 
passed earlier.

For taking such steps, it is 
certain that National Assembly 
will be able to provide robust 
platform for budgeting and fi-
nancial matters.

Likewise, the House is ex-
pected to conduct certain inves-
tigative public hearings into the 
motion on the “Need to protect 
Nigerians from harmful effects 
of Fanta and Sprite Beverages 
produced by Nigerian Bottling 
Company”, which was assigned 
to the Minority Leader, Femi 
Gbajabiamila to probe.

Herculean tasks await members

AssemblyWatch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

A
s the National Assem-
bly resumes on Tues-
day, July 4, one key 
area of interest the Sen-

ate leadership should prioritise is 
the adoption of electronic voting 
to conduct legislative business. 

It is disheartening to note 
that in the 21st Century, the na-
tion’s apex legislative body still 
conducts its voting manually or 
better put, in an analogue form 
where the Presiding Officer puts 
a question to voice vote and he 
rules in favour of ‘Ayeeeees’ or 
‘Naaaaays’. 

The first time e-voting system 
was adopted in conducting legis-
lative business in the Eighth Sen-
ate, was in October 2016 during 
the confirmation of new Supreme 
Court judges. 

Prior to that time, it was em-
ployed in 2013 in the Seventh 
Senate during the Constitution 
Review exercise. I recall how 
the member representing Ondo 
Central Senatorial District, Ayo 

Akinyelure, wept before his 
angry constituents in Akure as 
he apologised for voting in error 
in the controversial passage of a 
resolution to retain the provision 
of Section 29 (4) (b) of the 1999 
Constitution, which states that a 
married underage girl is deemed 
to be an adult. The legislator 
laboured in vain to convince an 
obviously enraged crowd that he 
mistakenly pressed the wrong 
button during the electronic vot-
ing exercise, thinking that he was 
voting against child marriage. 
In fact, that was the end of his 
sojourn in the Senate, as he failed 
to secure a return ticket. 

Since 2016, the digital equip-
ment has been left to lie fallow 
while Senate leadership opts for 
analogue system. 

Order 72 of the Senate Stand-
ing Orders 2015 (as amended) 
identifies three Modes of Voting 
in the hallowed chamber namely: 
by Voice Vote, Signing of Register 
in a Division or through Electron-
ic Voting Device installed in the 
Senate. The facilities have been 
installed but I am yet to fathom 
why they have not been put to 
optimal use. 

Sadly, successive Senate lead-
erships have adopted the use 
of Voice Votes in conducting 
parliamentary proceedings. And 
this has been subjected to abuse 
as the Presiding Officer hits the 
gavel in favour of ‘Ayes’ or ‘Nays’ 
at his whims and caprices. 

In November 2016, Senate 
President, Bukola Saraki overuled 
other senators when President 

Muhammadu Buhari’s 46 non-
career ambassadorial nominees 
escaped rejection. The drama of 
rejecting the envoys was averted 
when Senate President in a dra-
matic twist, overruled his col-
leagues. 

After the Senate Committee 
on Foreign Affairs submitted its 
report, Saraki subjected the re-
quest to a Voice Vote, with most 
legislators thundering ‘Nay’. 

However, he overruled the 
lawmakers, saying that the ‘Ayes’ 
had it and approved the consid-
eration of the list of non-career 
ambassadorial nominees. 

Although Order 73 makes 
provision for any senator not 
satisfied with the ruling of the 
Presiding Officer to call for a 
Division, where roll call is taken 
by the Clerk and each lawmaker 
stating how he/she voted, sena-
tors are scared of doing this, as 
they misconstrue it as openly 
challenging the Senate leader-
ship. 

For a Senate that preaches 
transparency and accountability 
as its watchword in its Legislative 
Agenda, the adoption of elec-
tronic voting will put an end to 
needless controversies, as the 
electronic scoreboard will display 
the results of lawmakers who 
voted for or against a bill, motion 
or resolution.

In March this year, the upper 
legislative chamber received 
accolades from stakeholders for 
amending the Electoral Act by 
approving the use of electronic 
voting in conducting future elec-

tions by the Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission (INEC). 

Ironically, the same Senate is 
yet to adopt new technology as 
it still uses analogue system in 
conducting its affairs. It’s like try-
ing to remove the speck in your 
brother’s eye without noticing 
the log in yours. 

Also, the job of correspondents 
covering the Senate has been 
made much more difficult due 
to inability of the Committee on 
Rules and Business to send elec-
tronic copies of Order Papers to 
reporters. 

In a digital era like ours, jour-
nalists are still made to scramble 
for hard copies of Order Paper, 
a development that could have 
been better managed at the click 
of a button. 

The document which contains 
the business of the Senate on each 
parliamentary sitting is prepared 
by the panel. 

Although the committee 
made effort to send the electronic 
Order Paper to journalists on few 
occasions, it arrived late as they 
were sometimes sent towards the 
end of plenary, thereby defeating 
its purpose. These documents 
alongside Notice Papers, ought to 
have been sent prior to plenary 
to enable reporters alert their 
editors on time. 

The reluctance of senators to 
adopt modern trends in conduct-
ing parliamentary proceedings 
may not be far-fetched. Only 
a handful of them are active 
in social media. For instance, 
I conducted my findings and 

discovered that only 5.5 percent 
of the current 108 senators have 
active social media accounts - 
Facebook/Twitter. 

The Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) is 
yet to conduct the by-election in 
Anambra Central Senatorial Dis-
trict due to protracted legal tussle. 

Save for Saraki (APC, Kwara 
State), Shehu Sani (APC, Kaduna 
State), Ben Murray-Bruce (PDP, 
Bayelsa State), Ovie Omo-Agege 
(APC, Delta State), Gbenga Asha-
fa (APC, Lagos State) and Mao 
Ohuabunwa (PDP, Abia State), 
others are inactive, while most 
senators are not on social media 
altogether. 

Notwithstanding, the leader-
ship must be commended for 
streaming plenary live. For in-
stance, there was a day I arrived 
late for plenary, rather than call 
my colleagues to know what was 
happening, I simply watched 
the live streaming on my mobile 
phone, took notes and wrote my 
story. 

Barring any unforeseen cir-
cumstances, legislative activities 
will commence in the next forty-
eight hours with the following 
expected to top agenda: consid-
eration of $6.9 billion external 
loan request, Petroleum Industry 
Fiscal Bill, Host Community De-
velopment Fund bill, constitution 
review, screening and confirma-
tion of 12 pending nominees as 
Resident Electoral Commission-
ers (RECs), economic reform bills 
among others.

Analogue senators in 21st Century
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Lagos’ renewed assault on land grabbing 

T
h e  L a g o s  S t a t e 
Government recently 
arraigned a suspected 
land grabber,  Chief 
Kamorudeen Lamina, 

before a Special Offences Court 
sitting in Oshodi over alleged 
unlawful dispossession of residents 
from their legitimate rights to land 
ownership.

Those who were arraigned 
together with him  Lamina are , Alhaji 
Wasiu Orenuga, Biliaminu Orega 
(aka Bili-aminu Salau), Mr. Omotola 
Ogunsanmi, Mr. Samson Shobule 
(aka Samson Salau), Alhaji Jimoh 
Aromasodu and Alhaji Nurudeen 
Kasali.

Famously referred to as ‘Sir K’, 
Lamina was charged to court along 
with six others on a six-count charge 
by the Special Anti-Land Grabbing 
Task Force set up by the Akinwunmi 
Ambode’s led administration. 
According to reports, Lamina and his 
band were said to have constituted 
themselves as a threat to residents 
of the State, particularly those who 
reside in the Ikorodu axis of the State.

While legal procedure continues 
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on the case, it is presumed that the 
accused and his group are innocent 
until proven otherwise, it nevertheless 
needs to be stressed that through the 
arraignment of Lamina and his gang, 
the Lagos State Government has sent a 
strong signal to others who indulge in 
similar misdemeanor of its intention 
to tame the monster of land grabbing 
in the State.

Incidence of land grabbing has 
almost attained a monstrous image in 
Lagos. Consequently, buying a  piece 
of land in Lagos and putting up a 
structure on same is usually a tall order, 
no thanks to the belligerent activities 
of land grabbers and land speculators 
popularly known as “Omo-Onile” who 
make life unbearable for intending 
house owners through their voracious 
frivolous demands. There have been 
many instances where unsuspecting 
buyers paid for land only to be told to 
come and pay again to reclaim their 
land, or settle some aggrieved family 
members who were not factored into 
the sharing formula of the previous 
payment.  

They also ensure that buyers are 
not free from their strangulating grip 
as they exact different fines on them, 
at every stage of the development of 
their properties. Prominent among 
such fines are foundation bill, lintel 
bill, decking bill, roof bill, fencing bill 
and a whole lot more.

The value of such bills could 
sometimes be equivalent of the 
total value of the land or a little less 

depending on their scale of relevance 
and location of the property.

The activities of land grabbers 
are not only illegal, but anathema 
to society, development, peace and 
progress. They speculate on land 
with little or no recourse to land use 
laws, as they engage in the illegal sale 
of government land to unsuspecting 
individuals. They sometimes even 
dispossess people of land that 
are legitimately bought from the 
government.

  They also sell lands with no 
proper planning or cognizance of a 
mapped out environmental outlay, 
this is especially so, with new satellite 
settlements in the suburb of the state. 
Some houses within such locations 
don’t have a pathway for movement 
as other houses have been erected on 
their path; more appalling, some are 
built under high tension wires.

It is in order to decisively tackle the 
recurring nuisance of land grabbers 
in the state that Lagos State Governor, 
Mr. Akinwunmi Ambode, signed the 
Properties Protection Bill, which seeks 
to curb the excesses of land grabbers in 
Lagos State, into law in 2016.

According to Section 2(1) of the 
law, no one shall use force or self-help 
to take over any landed property or 
engage in any act inconsistent with 
the proprietary right of the owner in 
the State.

Furthermore, subsection 2(two) 
of same law stipulates that persons 
who have used force to take over 
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the properties of others and still do 
so after 3 months from the date of 
commencement of the law commit 
an offence. Anyone who commits 
such offence is liable to ten (10) years 
imprisonment.

Upon the signing of the law, for 
those willing to test the resolve of 
the State Government to implement 
the law, the State Government 
vowed to fully enforce the anti-land 
grabbing law against anyone found 
wanting, no matter how highly placed 
in the society. It said it would not 
allow anyone forcefully collecting 
money for foundation, roofing and 
fencing, among others. No doubt, 
there is no better way to reinforce 
the determination of the Lagos 
State Government to deal with land 
grabbing in the State order than the 
arraignment of Lamina and his gang.

The nuisance of land grabbers 
in Lagos, where land is akin to gold, 
needs to be ruthlessly tackled. Land 
grabbers cannot constitute themselves 
into threat to law and order because 
they are subjected to the laws of the 
land.  

Meanwhile, the citizenry are 
advised to brace up in order to fully 
support the State Government in 
this renewed bid to rid the state of 
the nuisance of land grabbers. In 
this respect, whistle blowers with 
useful information are assured of their 
protection and safety. For the hideous 
act of land grabbing to be effectively 
checkmated in.
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Public service is one institution 
which drives the activities 
of government all over the 

world. With professionals and non- 
professionals from whom it demands 
a special aptitude, training, language, 
discipline and culture, public service 
is the major instrument used by 
government to implement its policies, 
programmes and plans.    It consists 
of the civil service which includes 
workers in Ministries, Extra-ministerial 
Departments/Agencies, the Local 
Government Service and Parastatals.

G o i n g  b y  t h e  r e l at i o n s h i p 
between good governance and a 
virile and visionary public service, 
no government could surmount the 
enormous task of governance without 
resort to fundamental reforms in the 
public service. The much talk about 
Singapore example of transformation, 
for instance, came about as a result 
of late Lee Kuan Yee’s approach of 
re-creating the public service in his 
country.

Taken into account the general 
notion of wastefulness, inefficiency, 
laziness and unresp onsiveness 
commonly levied against the Civil 
Service in Nigeria, Lagos State Governor, 
Mr. Akinwunmi Ambode, with a 
mission to accelerate the progress of 

The past few decades have 
brought incredible progress 
for women and children’s 

health. Since 1990, preventable 
child deaths have declined by 50%, 
and maternal mortality has fallen 
by  45%. But far too many mothers 
and newborns are still dying from 
preventable causes. With access to 
qualified midwives, many of their 
lives could be saved.

Each year, one million children, 
on average, still die during their first 
day of life; more than million babies 
are stillborn; and more than 300,000 
mothers die during pregnancy and 
childbirth – a death toll exceeding 
the entire population of Namibia. A 
majority of these deaths – 56%, to be 

Gains of Lagos public service reform

Midwives deliver lives
Visionary Voices!
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Lagos, had pledged in his inaugural 
speech to vigorously pursue the public 
sector reform.  “As we all know, the best 
practices of yesterday may not be good 
enough for the products of today. In this 
sense, we shall embark on continuous 
reforms in the public service. I am 
determined to demonstrate that the 
government belongs to the citizens. You 
have put us here as servants to serve you 
and not you serving us. Today we are 
committed to that creed.’’

Looking back into that inaugural 
speech and fundamentals that have 
been taken care of in the Lagos 
State public service, the Ambode 
administration’s public service reform 
is characterized by creating the public 
service ethos- clean, efficient and 
exceptional service- with public 
interest and accountability as a 
primary focus. Thus far, it has been 
a promise kept and gains reap for the 
Lagos public sector and the generally 
of the Lagos citizens.  

Building skills and capacity of 
the public servants to do a thorough, 
professional and efficient    job, the 
State’s Structured Training Plan (STP) 
and noticeable impacts of this in 
terms of efficient service, symbolizes 
the State Government’s unwavering 
dedication to keeping Lagos on the 
path of sustainable progress. STP, a 
mandatory Learning & Development 
Programmes has, no doubt, integrated 
dynamism and competence into the 
State’s public service.

Again, it is pertinent to stress that 
the STP, the Lagos State Productivity 
Order of Merit Award, monthly 
Officer of the Month Award in several 
Ministry and Staff Housing Loan facility 

precise – are preventable. 
If all women had access to a 

midwife during pregnancy and labor, 
not to mention facilities equipped 
to provide basic emergency care, 
one million lives would be saved 
every year. And yet midwifery 
is still chronically neglected and 
underfunded by governments and 
communities around the world.

As birth attendants, midwives 
are ideally positioned to save the 
lives of mothers and children during 
childbirth. A midwife with the right 
skills and training can provide 87% of 
the essential health care needed 
during pregnancy and following 
birth. And the care they provide 
is high quality and comprehensive 
across health contexts. Whether 
you are an American billionaire or 
a smallholder farmer in Tanzania, 
a skilled midwife can provide you 
with expert support that is unlike 
that of any other health professional.

Midwives’ services extend far 
beyond pregnancy and birth to 
include essential education, health 
monitoring, and primary care for 
babies, adolescents, and mothers 
throughout the life cycle. Midwives 

Training Workshops/Seminars and 
Conferences while 81 Officers equally 
benefited from diverse International 
Workshops/Seminars and Conferences.

A year ago, Lagos State Productivity 
Order of Merit Award was conferred 
on 18 outstanding and distinguished 
Officers of the State Public Service 
and one Agency, in recognition of 
their outstanding performances.  Lagos 
State Productivity Merit Award was 
instituted to recognize and highlight 
the contributions of individual workers 
as well as Agencies. The Award 
underscores the State Government’s 
commitment to institutionalizing the 
culture of productivity and quality 
service delivery among workers in 
the State.

  Again, no fewer than 555 Public 
Servants were honoured for their 
years of dedicated service (not less 
than 30 years of Service) to both the 
State Government and the people of 
Lagos State.   Not a few will agree that 
spending 30years or more of one’s 
lifetime contributing to the growth 
and development of any organisation, 
particularly the Public Service is worthy 
of commendation. The Long Service 
Merit Award is, therefore, a unique 
opportunity to place on record the State 
Government’s profound appreciation 
for the contributions of Public Servants 
to the growth and development of 
Lagos State.

 Still in the pursuit of the spirit of 
Theory Y, public servants are constantly 
in the right frame of mind to effectively 
perform, Staff Housing Loan facility has 
been increased from N50m to N100m. 
In the last two years, a total number of 
1087 (One thousand and eighty-seven) 

enough midwives to meet demand.
T h i s  h a s  t o  c h a n g e . 

W o r l d w i d e ,   3 5 0 , 0 0 0   m o r e 
midwives are needed to bridge 
the gap between the health-care 
haves and have-nots. And, from 
a fiscal standpoint, midwifery is 
an extremely cost-effective way 
to achieve that goal.  Policies 
and funding to support midwife 
education, training, and regulation 
can produce up to a  sixteenfold 
return on investment, because 
when midwives are involved in 
pregnancy and childbirth, mothers 
are less likely to require expensive 
emergency interventions such as 
caesarean sections.

The fact that governments and 
civil-society organizations have 
given midwives such short shrift is 
as surprising as it is disappointing. 
All governments that value their 
citizens, and all citizens who value 
their families, should favor policies 
to expand this area of health 
care. With the proper resources, 
midwives will save lives before, 
during, and after a woman gives 
birth, and health-care outcomes will 
be improved across the board.

public servants have benefitted from 
the loan scheme.

In addition to this, workers’ salary 
has been regular and promptly paid not 
later than on the 23rd of the month.  This 
has surely contributed to industrial 
peace and harmonious relationship 
with all Labour Unions and the entire 
workforce.

In order to ascertain the level 
of Service Charter compliance and 
customer satisfaction in accessing 
government services, the Public Service 
Office, in collaboration with its technical 
partners SPARC/DFID and Lagos State 
Civil Society Partnership (LACSOP), 
have conducted a customer perception 
survey of the six (6) Most Customer 
Facing Service Chartered Agencies 
namely: Ministry of Health, Ministry 
of Education, Ministry of Physical 
Planning and Urban Development, 
Lands Bureau, LAWMA and MVAA.

The central message here is that 
public service can serve as catalyst 
for economic viability and progress of 
Lagos State. This is why the  celebration 
of Public Service Week in Lagos State is 
qualified to be dubbed as celebration of 
excellence service delivery.

What can be learnt from Lagos 
public service reform is that with 
adequate motivation , there are grounds 
for optimism that public service can 
be refurbished and reshaped to fit 
into today’s shifting challenges. In 
summation, if Nigeria is ready for 
change, the maxim in public service 
either at the Federal, States and Local 
Government level must be,  “give your 
best service to the public,  the  same 
excellent service that you would expect 
as a member of the public”.

To  b r i n g  m o r e  at t e n t i o n 
t o  m i d w i v e s ’  u n i q u e  r o l e , 
the  International Confederation of 
Midwives  is gathering this week 
in Toronto, Canada, for its 31st 
Triennial Congress. For nearly 100 
years, the ICM has advocated for 
women by supporting the midwives 
who protect them.

We cannot rest until we have 
addressed the millions of lives that 
are still lost each year in pregnancy, 
childbirth, and early life. That is 
why we are asking governments 
and donors around the world to 
give midwifery the attention that it 
deserves as a commonsense solution 
to a global health problem.

World leaders need to stand 
up for those who support women 
and children when they are most 
vulnerable. It is time to give them 
the resources they need to continue 
performing their essential work. 
After all, midwives do not just 
deliver babies; they deliver lives.

(C): Project Syndicate
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among other motivational and welfare 
packages, fits more closely with an 
Americansocial psychologist, Douglas 
McGregor’s Theory Y.  The central 
principle of the theory is that under 
the right conditions workers actively 
seek responsibility, take initiative 
and make creative decisions. They 
want to get the most out of their work 
through satisfaction, appreciation and 
motivation. The Theory assumes that 
control and punishments are not the 
only ways to stimulate people.

Lagos State Public Service, today, 
has gained improved work ethics, 
attitudinal change and productivity as a 
result of the new policy.  It is pertinent to 
mention for the purpose of experience 
sharing that part of what precipitates 
efficiency in the Lagos service is the 
method of promotion among staff. The 
public servants have been spurred into 
higher productivity since the State 
began to use on-the-job assessment of 
officers and oral interview which is 
based on structured training attended 
by officers for promotion. This is against 
the hitherto promotion pattern which 
only required officers to study and pass, 
notwithstanding officers’ on the job 
performance.

Another vital gain of the reform 
is the enjoyment of lateral conversion 
from a cadre to another without losing 
a grade level or years upon acquiring 
additional academic qualification. 
In 2016, for instance, 2,095 officers 
applied, got recommendation from the 
appropriate agency and approval letters 
issued accordingly. 84 Officers were 
sponsored to Federal Training Centre 
for career enhancing programmes. 108 
Officers were also sponsored to Local 

are also a front line of defense against 
disease. They provide information 
about reproductive health, which 
can help stop the spread of HIV and 
other sexually transmitted diseases, 
and about hygiene and healthy 
lifestyles; and they are often the 
ones who administer and monitor 
the vaccination and immunization 
of expectant mothers, newborns, 
and infants.

Moreover, midwives’ integrated, 
frontline approach helps them 
bridge the gap between isolated rural 
health centers and the communities 
they serve. Owing to their unique 
training and deployment, midwives 
are often the pillars upon which 
universal health-care coverage rests.

Given that midwives are such a 
practical and affordable solution to 
many maternal- and community-
health problems, it is baffling 
that world leaders who claim to 
stand for women and children’s 
safety do not give midwifery more 
political support. And this is not 
just a problem in low- and middle-
income countries. High-income 
countries such as Canada have 
also struggled to recruit and fund 
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Augustine of Hippo, 
an early Christian 
theologian and phi-

losopher whose writings 
influenced the develop-
ment of Western Chris-
tianity and philosophy, 
reputedly said, “The world 
is a book, and those who do 
not travel read only a page.”

The Igbo of South-east-
ern Nigeria echo Saint Au-
gustine’s words in another 
way – they simply ascribe 
greater wisdom to the man 
who travels than the man 
with grey hair.

The wisdom in the 
above words cannot eas-
ily be contradicted. There 
is indeed so much to be 
gained through travel. 
Travel can widen one’s 
horizon. It can give fresh 
insight and understanding 
into how others live and 
by so doing shatter pre-
conceived prejudices and 
stereotypes, paving way 
for greater world peace and 
harmony. It’s like studying 
other peoples’ histories 
and cultures, but it is much 

When ‘widely-travelled’ brings no profit
more than that; it is ex-
periencing other peoples’ 
cultures firsthand. If a trav-
eller keeps an open mind, 
he or she can acquire new 
knowledge and learn new 
ways of doing old things. 

A good traveller is es-
sentially a knowledge-
seeker, a learner. He is 
much like Bantu in Maik 
Nwosu’s Alpha Song, who, 
not satiated with his wan-
derings to New York and 
to almost all the islands in 
the world – Montego Bay, 
Tahiti, Zanzibar – goes off 
again to Monrovia, to the 
desert, to New York, and 
back to Lagos. At one point 
he tells Taneba that he has 
been “to find the heart 
of the ocean” – wherever 
that is. 

That Nigerians are 
widely-travelled is not 
debatable, and it didn’t 
start today. R. J. Harrison 
Church bears this out in 
his 1957 book West Africa: 
A Study of the Environ-
ment and Man’s Use of It, 
where he asserted that 
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some 20,000 Ibo people 
“are employed in Fernando 
Po”. Today, there is a joke 
that if you go to any part 
of the world and don’t find 
a Nigerian, your surest bet 
is to leave the place imme-
diately because there is no 
life there.

And widely-travelled 
Nigerians know how to 
make a show of it. They 
treat it as some kind of 
academic or professional 
qualification that must be 
flaunted. “He’s a widely-
travelled man” is a common 
line in people’s profiles. 
Some would even gladly 
list the places they’ve been 
to in their curriculum vitae 
if only employers would 
indulge them. Imagine a 
CV that has ‘Places Been 
To’ as a sub-head and goes 
on to list Uzbekistan, Ka-
zhastan, Kafanchan, Casa-
blanca, Czechoslovakia, 
Uruguay, Paraguay, Island 
of Patmos, and Alammuo.

There’s a particular 
friend of mine who is in 
the habit of saying when-

ever anything untoward 
happens around him: “No, 
this kind of thing can’t 
happen in America.” Then, 
unsolicited, he would go 
into a trance and, in that 
half-asleep-half-awake 
state, annoy you with in-
sipid tales about his trav-
els. “The last time I was in 
Moscow”, “When I went 
to Jo’burg”, “The first time I 
landed at Heathrow” – the 
words would just fly out 
of his mouth like watery 
faeces from the anus of a 
diarrhoea patient.

But while they make 
a show of where they’ve 
been to, widely-travelled 
Nigerians hardly live out 
what they’ve learnt in 
those places. Do they really 
learn anything? I doubt, be-
cause if they do, it doesn’t 
show in any way, except 
in their fake, forced oyinbo 
accent. More pathetic is 
that behind that facade of 
borrowed accent lie un-
pardonable grammatical 
blunders. But we can let 
that pass.

I’ve often been con-
cerned that Nigerians, 
including political lead-
ers, travel to places where 
things work, enjoy the good 
things there, behave well, 
obey laws, only to come 
back to the country and re-
turn to their old ways. They 
like to brag about interna-
tional best practices, yet 
they can’t even keep faith 
with local best practices.

In a February 2016 
interview with Prof Pat 

Utomi shortly before his 
60th birthday, I raised the 
issue and he told me that 
the problem, unfortunately, 
was that we have people 
who preach something but 
think others should live it, 
so long as they themselves 
can manage the easy gains.

He shared the story 
of how on Easter Sunday 
of 2013 he had flown to 
London in the company of 
some “Nigerian big men” 
who were heading to 
Washington for an EXIM 
Bank workshop on either 
power or something else. 
Five or six Nigerian gover-
nors were among them.

According to him, inside 
Murtala Mohammed Air-
port in Lagos where they 
were all gathered in front of 
the British Airways lounge, 
all the “big men” had their 
coterie of aides following 
them everywhere and con-
stituting nuisance.

“Then the plane landed 
in London and they all car-
ried their briefcases and 
walked like normal human 
beings. As we entered the 
elevator, I kind of looked 
at them and laughed and 
said, ‘See all of you, see how 
normal you all are behav-
ing now.’ So why can’t we 
be normal everywhere? 
Why can’t we?”

For him, the crux of the 
matter is the indiscipline 
of the Nigerian elite. “Until 
the Nigerian elite develop 
discipline, we won’t make 
progress,” he said.

We can see this indisci-

P
lease do not answer 
someone else’s phone 
without permission 
not even if the phone 

belongs to your spouse.
When you do answer, you 

must immediately identify 
yourself e.g. “Good afternoon”. 
This is Tayo’s phone, Mavi 
speaking.

It is rude to wait for the 
person to start talking before 
you identify yourself. If a per-
son gives you their phone to 
check a specific thing on their 
phone, don’t go checking other 
things except they give you 
permission to check.

The whole idea of people 
saying after all my spouses’ 
properties are mine does not 
apply to the mobile phone. 
The mobile phone is a very 
personal property. It’s not like 
someone taking peep into 
your diary or journal. Many 
businesses have been known 
to be lost due to the behav-
iour on the telephone of an 
interfacing spouse. Etiquette 
frowns on anyone, spouse or 
no spouse answering some-
one else’s calls without their 
permission.

Etiquette insist it is good 
etiquette to enquire and ask 
permission before you give 
someone’s telephone number 
to another person, especially 
a telephone number you are 
privileged to have in the first 
place.

For many business calls, it 
is impolite to call people too 
late in the evening. As a rule 
of thumb cut off time for busi-
ness calls should be 7:00pm 
to 7:30pm from the recipient 

ingly, most of us agree that 
one unique category of people 
with irredeemably bad traffic 
manners are the danfo drivers. 
The question now is: when we 
are equally guilty of breaking 
the traffic laws that have been 
put in place to maintain safety 
and decorum do we dare call 
danfo drivers uncivilized and 
vindicate ourselves?

Danfo drivers of old used 
to be illiterate but because of 
the high rate of employment 
present-day danfo drivers are 
secondary school leavers.

 Then there is the menace 
of the okada/kekemarwa, 
who think that they are not 
subject to traffic laws. They 
stop anywhere to drop and 
pick passengers. The run into 
a car and refuse to stop; they 
beat up other motorists and 
get away with it.

It is time we understood 
that the road is a public facility. 
It belongs to everyone:  rich, 
poor, luxury cars, battered 
cars, buses, taxis, okadas, Keke-
Marwa, pedestrians, beggars 
and so forth. We all have a 
responsibility to show other 
road users courtesy in order to 
avoid road rage and apoplexies 
in traffic.

of the call.
Conversely also early 

morning calls are absolutely 
not acceptable especially in 
Lagos, 7:00am and upwards.

Monday mornings are 
meeting days for many organ-
isations in Nigeria so etiquette 
demands that you respect that 
period and not make calls to 
people who most likely would 
be in a meeting from about 
8:00am to 12:00noon.

The best time to a very 
busy executive would be 
while he or she is in the car 
being driven to work that 
would be 7:00am to 8:00am 
generally. 

Precedence
Precedence even in tele-

phone must be observed for 
example:

If you have someone sit-
ting in front of you especially 
a guest who has taken time to 
see you in your office etiquette 
demands the guest is given 
precedence over an incoming 
call, even if it is an interna-
tional call, you can always call 
back. However if you feel that 
the call is urgent for instance: a 
call from your child’s school, it 
is polite for you to: 

• Seek permission from 
your guest to take the call

•Speak in a language your 
guest can understand so that 
you are not pulling the wool 
over their eyes.

•Make the call as short as 
possible. 

Location:Finally, there are 
certain places where answer-
ing your mobile phone is con-
sidered an absolute taboo. 
Locations and settings like: 

Church service or a mosque, 
in the library, in a cinema, 
theatre, board meeting, lecture 
room and most of all during a 
job interview. Please excuse 
yourself (if you can and if call 
is urgent) from these settings 
whenever you have to receive 
a call. 

A lesson from my day out 
at the salon 

I was at the salon doing 
what women normally do 
at salons, my hair, nails and 
so forth, when she suddenly 
walked in. “Hello, Hello’’, a 
heavy set, dark skinned fellow 
customer yelled, as she an-
swered her phone, “I have just 
spoken to Francis. Why are 
you people not at the venue. 
You see, you see! When I start 
shouting now, you people will 
say I shout too much. Why are 
you messing me up like this? 
Get everybody together and 
proceed to the venue immedi-
ately. I will call you again later”.  

All this at the top of her voice. 
The drama did not end 

there. Shortly after, the phone 
rang again, and she went on 
and on until she left the salon 
some two hours later.  I do not 
wish to bore you with the 
details, but needless to say, we 
were regaled with all the in-
tricate details of her business, 
family and other activities 
and nobody was left in any 
doubt as to the authority she 
wielded. 

Civilised Driving or Ex-
ecutive Danfo / Bad Traffic 
Manners?

I have been opportune to 
live in some of the states in 
Nigeria, and of all the metropo-

lises in the country, Lagos 
stands out as the city with the 
highest traffic offences. Don’t 
you wonder sometimes on 
the Lagos roads if people are 
human? If they understand 
what it means to relate with 
others and be considerate? Is it 
just me or are drivers becom-
ing more agitated, more selfish 
and lacking any respect for 
other motorists these days? 
Some motorists do not neces-
sarily break the law, they just 
make driving burdensome 
for others. It baffles me some-
times why we are so different 
from other nations in atti-
tude and behaviour. Whereas 
etiquette is consideration for 
the next person, this truth 
somehow seems to elude us 
especially when it comes to 
driving on Lagos roads.  The 
establishment of the Lagos 
State Traffic Management 
Authority (LASTMA) has no 
doubt brought some sanity to 
the state, but ever so often, the 
old habits rear their ugly heads 
that result in road commotion 
and hideous traffic jam. There 
seems to exist an unwritten 
code that promotes what we 
fondly call the “Lagos Driving”, 
a style of driving that is best 
described as: reckless, restless, 
manic and daring. Among the 
several manifestations of this 
classic incivility are:

Weaving in and out of traf-
fic like stunt drivers

Flashing lights relentlessly
Sounding the horn exces-

sively
Driving at high speeds to 

terrify drivers in both lanes
Rude gestures and verbal 

abuses or threats
Exiting the car in the mid-

dle of the road to confront 
another vehicle owner over 
a collision.

Creating multiple lanes
Throwing projectiles from 

a moving vehicle with the 
intent of damaging other ve-
hicles

Beating the red light
Not stopping at zebra 

crossings
Enumerated above are ex-

amples of bad traffic manners. 
Some of which are not com-
mon only to Danfo drivers. 
These old habits often result in 
road commotion and hideous 
traffic jam.

Where road rage happens 
to be an occasional problem 
in most cities in the country, 
it appears to be the norm in 
Lagos and an acceptable way 
of life. So much so, that the 
new generation of drivers 
consider it an achievement to 
learn to drive in this so called 
Lagos way. Those who would 
ordinarily be uninclined to 
flout traffic rules are forced to 
rethink why they should obey 
the law and remain in queues 
while some others break them 
and get away with it.  Interest-

pline clearly demonstrated 
in President Muhammadu 
Buhari’s recurrent over-
seas medical trip, despite 
allocating N2.8 billion to 
State House Clinic in the 
2016 budget. Worse, this 
is coming at a time of eco-
nomic recession, when 
foreign reserves are down 
and everyone, businesses 
as well as individuals, is 
lamenting about foreign 
exchange scarcity; at a time 
the government is preach-
ing #BuyNaijaToGrowThe-
Naira. And this was the 
same man who pledged 
during his campaign that 
he would discourage medi-
cal tourism abroad.

We would even be as-
suaged if we know that the 
president would return to 
Nigeria and think of how 
to equip our hospitals, or 
even State House Clinic, to 
the standard that obtains 
in the London hospital that 
he runs off to every time 
he has a headache, but we 
know that can only hap-
pen in our dream.

So, dear widely-trav-
elled Nigerian, if your wide 
travels bring us no good, 
if the knowledge you’ve 
garnered from your jour-
neys cannot be put to use 
to turn things around and 
make Nigeria a better place, 
please do keep the tales 
to yourself. That’s the es-
sence of what Teiresias, in 
Sophocles’ Oedipus Rex, 
tells Oedipus: “When wis-
dom brings no profit, to be 
wise is to suffer.”

Respect for other people’s phones Etiquette

Imebong Okon <Imebong.Okon@poisenigeria.org>
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Last Wednesday, Governor Ayo-
dele Fayose of Ekiti State contin-
ued with his one-man opposition 

posture in the current administration. 
Fayose addressed a press conference, 
calling on President Muhammadu Bu-
hari to honorably throw in the towel. 
The governor, who expressed deep 
concern over the President’s health 
challenges, however, expressed the 
view that sentiment must not be el-
evated to a craft in Nigeria. He hinted 
that contrary to what the presidency 
had been saying, President Buhari is 
in a vegetable condition in a certain 
hospital in far away London and may 
not possibly be in a state of mind any 
longer to preside over the affairs of 
the country. The way Fayose, spoke it 
appears he knows a lot about the cur-
rent status of the President’s health 
than most Nigerians. He was sure that 
Buhari is seriously challenged and 
mentioned exactly the hospital where 
he is being treated. The Ekiti State gov-
ernor also claimed that Aisha Buhari 
was denied access to her husband and 
that the man has only been seen by a 

Recently, Bukola Saraki, Senate presi-
dent, was discharged and acquitted 
by the Chairman of the CODE OF 

Conduct Tibunal (CCT), Danladi Umar, of all 
the charges brought against him over the al-
leged indiscretion of not declaring his assets 
as stipulated by the law. Umar dropped the 
case when many Nigerians had expected to 
see Saraki go to jail. 

From the way the trial started, the tough 
talks and Umar’s body language had por-
trayed Umar as acting out certain scripts 
written by some unseen hands. He behaved 
as if he received a brief from the presidency 
to nail Saraki at all cost and by all means.

Most people thought Aso Rock and in-
deed the juggernauts in the APC wanted 
to show Saraki pepper for overstepping his 
bounds by presenting himself and emerging 
the Senate president against the wishes of 
the cabal in the APC.

But since Umar dropped the case, Aso 

The continued detention of the six 
abducted senior secondary school 
students of Lagos State Model Col-

lege, Igbonla, Epe, is another sad episode 
that bears testimony of how deep Nigeria 
has descended into the abyss of criminality.

The trauma the parents are going 
through close to 40 days their children have 
been in kidnappers’ den is better imagined 
than experienced. It may not be unlikely 
that some of the parents have developed 
some health challenges as a result. These 
young ones are in the midst of total strang-
ers who are ready to spill the blood in their 
quest to make money. It is also so sad that 
these children have been in their school uni-
form all this while. This is wickedness of the 
highest order. And to think that some of the 
kidnappers themselves are parents makes Unfortunately, despite the killings, 

maiming and raping across the 
country by the Fulani herdsmen, 

the Federal Government has not deemed 
it fit to rein in the monsters. Their bestial 
activities, like wild fire, are spreading across 
the country. Recently, there was a crisis 
in part of Taraba State, Mambilla Plateau, 
where the Fulani settlers alleged that some 
politicians in the state were sponsoring 
violence against them. 

Benjamin Ahanotu, general officer 
commending (GOC) 3 Division, Nigeria 
Army, Jos, claimed that he got a brief from 
the Brigadier Commander of 23 Brigade, 
Yola, Bello Mohammed, that prominent 
politicians from the area played roles that 
escalated the violence. 

One wonders why it is now that the 
Fulani’s are at the receiving end that the 
Army should know it has a serious job in 
its hand. 

Many communities in Nigeria are to-
day in mourning mood as a result of the 
activities of the Fulani herdsmen and just 
because some Fulanis in Taraba are now at 
the receiving end, so to speak, government 
is shouting itself hoarse. 

Why has the same government feigned 
ignorance of the killings across the country 
by the Fulanis? Where are these herdsmen 
from? It appears they have taken over the 
country. We never heard about this army 
of herdsmen; the whole thing went out of 

The Fayose challenge

‘Deodorant’ treatment of Fulani herdsmen’s excesses

What really went wrong at 
Umar’s CCT?

Agony of parents

few members of his cabal.
“Like every other Nigerian, I do 

not wish the president death. I have 
therefore maintained dignified silence 
since we were told that the President 
embarked on his second medical trip 
abroad this year,” Fayose said.

“However, the recorded audio mes-
sage which was released by the Presi-
dency as the President’s Ramadan 
message to Nigerians necessitated my 
setting the records straight today. No 
doubt, the audio message was only a 
damage-control strategy aimed at fur-
ther deceiving Nigerians.

“That the audio message does not 
represent the truth as our President 
does not only have voice impairment, 
he has been on life-support since June 
6, 2017 at a West-End, London Hospi-
tal,” he further said.

According to the governor, “Of a 
fact, our First Lady, Her Excellency, 
Mrs. Aisha Buhari, was not allowed to 
see her husband during her last visit to 
the United Kingdom if only she will be 
courageous enough to admit.

“Only three Nigerians who are of the 
President’s cabal are allowed access to 
the President. I will keep their identi-
ties for now.

“Anyone with contrary claim should 
produce the President to Nigerians 
within the next 48 hours. It is obvious 
that Nigeria is drifting like the last 
days of the Umaru Musa Yar’Adua’s 
government.”

It is so, so sad that in Nigeria we play 
a lot of politics with serious matters; 
if not, how would the health status of 
a President of a country be shrouded 
in secrecy? Fayose’s exposé may have 
given fillip to the reasons behind all the 
shenanigans going on at the Presiden-
cy. Is it possible we are in for another 
Umaru Musa Yar’Adua episode? God 
have mercy.

Rock has continued to kick; it has since gone 
on appeal. The Federal Government is now 
challenging the judgment of the CCT; what 
has remained surprising to many Nigerians, 
however, is at what point did Umar switch 
over to Saraki’s side and at what cost? Was 
it possible for the smoking Umar to just 
become friendly all of a sudden? 

Or is the Federal Government’s decision 
to appeal the case a way of pulling a wool 
over our eyes as it has always done? Some-
day, some time, we shall know the truth as 
there’s nothing hidden under the sun.

the whole matter very immoral and bestial.
After all the efforts so far to have their 

children released without success, the par-
ents are today crestfallen. Their only hope 
at the moment is in God who is capable of 
doing all things. Their strong belief in the 
Omnipotence of God that rescued Daniel 
from the den of lions is still able to, not 
only deliver their children, but also bring 
them safely back.  A distraught father of 
one of them was quoted as saying: “I am 
particularly confused on what next to do. 
When will this wait end? When shall we 
see our children again? This has dragged for 
too long. What is the crime of the innocent 
students?”

It appears that the kidnappers are play-
ing chess with the lives of the abducted 
pupils. They expect government to dole out 
huge amount of money to them as ransom 
but government knows that such could 
worsen the security situation in the state, 
as the kidnappers would now make it a 
monthly affair to kidnap pupil,  expecting 
government to pay big money, and there 
would be no end to it. That would then 
amount to blackmail. It is not as if govern-
ment cannot or does not have the capacity 
to rescue the children by paying money, 
the consideration is the possible ugly con-
sequences. We strongly believe, there will 
be a divine intervention.

hand in the last two years. Haba!
The politicians so accused in Taraba may 

have been pushed to the wall and they may 
have forced by circumstances to encourage 
their people to simply defend themselves, 
as the last resort. Now, the owls are howl-
ing. It will serve the country well if the 
Federal Government realises the need to 
apply the same rule in dealing with crisis 
in the country irrespective of who is at 
the receiving end. The “insecticide and 
deodorant” treatment the government 
at the centre has been applying in the 
Fulani onslaught across the country will 
continue to worsen the security situation 
in the country.

The education sector of Nigeria is 
really challenged. Over the years, 
handlers of the beat have failed 

to address the obvious ills in the system 
and the degeneration in the quality of 
education obtainable in the country. Calls 
have since gone out on the urgent need 
to declare an emergency in the nation’s 
education sector, but nobody is listening. 
For many years, there have been calls 
for the reintroduction of History in the 
school curriculum; these calls have not 

CRK & IRK merger: What an incongruous experiment?
found the ears of policy makers. 

It was shocking therefore, when news 
broke that the Federal Government may 
have concluded arrangements to merge 
Christian Religious knowledge (CRK) 
with Islamic Religious knowledge (IRK). 
Has anybody told government that the 
pitiable economic situation in the coun-
try, lack of development and absence of 
quality governance were occasioned by 
the fact that CRK and IRK were being 
offered separately? How may the merger 
help the cause of Nigeria’s development? 

The alleged move has since attracted 
a welter of reactions as many Nigerians 
see some elements of insincerity in the 
plan. Like everything Nigerian, the brains 
behind the move may not have said all the 
truth about it. By the way, why must a 
Christian pupil be forced to study IRK or is 
it a subtle way of infusing Islamic religion 
into the consciousness of little children? 

Why do we always delight in pursing 
projects that are retrogressive? Our lead-
ers must be reasonable enough to know 
that they do not need to stretch the limit 
of tolerance of Nigerians.
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I
t is said that the wine 
gets better with age; 
it is evident that this 
is the case with you. 
The older you become 
in age, the younger 

you look; what is the secret?
The secret is just as God 

told me that when I get to 50 
years I would be younger. I 
thought that at 50 I would 
hear God say do this or do 
that; but what I discovered 
is that He is making me to 
be more health-conscious. 
The things I took for granted 
before I no longer take for 
granted. The things I never 
knew before, I now know 
them. A man of knowledge 
increaseth strength. I ob-
served that God led it in my 
heart to follow scriptures; to 
follow success where they 
have been recorded and to 
do that which is better than 
what I have done in the past. 
You see, I have come to learn 
now that the ways of God is 
different from the ways of 
man.

But what you just de-
scribed now is contrary to 
the experience of Nigeria. 
The older it becomes the 
deeper it goes into the mire 
of crises. Why is it so?

Well, what we have seen 
in Nigeria is that the new re-
gime that promises to do bet-
ter will eventually be worse 
than its predecessor. They 
have refused to hear the 
truth; some of us have been 
shouting our voice hoarse. I 
have told you three things 
principally responsible for 
this. And two are more im-
portant than the third one. 
The least of the three which 
also is very significant is the 
vibration effect of Nigeria, it 
is not good on leadership; it 
means like “NIGER”- water- 
always unstable, struggling 
to move forward, avoiding 
hard places. That’s the way 
water moves. So, they will 
continue to win by blood-
shed, quarrel, trouble, and 
they will be getting worse 
and worse. That’s that num-
ber on leadership. When 
it comes to leadership, the 
Number 18 is not the best. 
Check other people’s num-
bers, such as America, Brit-
ain, Germany, etc, their num-
bers are vibrating positively 
and how I wish Nigeria will 

the alleged planned merger 
of the CRK and IRK by gov-
ernment, which some have 
criticized?

These are diversionary 
moves that will not profit 
anybody anything. Arguing 
it till tomorrow will not solve 
any problem. The founda-
tion is bad, that’s what they 
should look into. Somebody 
who is in primary and can-
not write well; in those days 
if you went to up to Primary 
3 or 4 you could write let-
ters; but today even second-
ary school pupils cannot 
write letters and some are 
reporting these days that 
some of those who went 
to the university and came 
out cannot write good let-
ters. It is not about these 
policies- CRK or IRK. If you 
like remove it or restruc-
ture it, that’s not where the 
problem is. In our days, the 
teacher must ensure that 
you first get handwriting 
right before they would now 
put you into vernacular, you 
begin to pronounce words. 
In those days, children were 
not sent to school unless 
their hands touched their 
ears over their heads, but it 
is no longer so; everybody 
is in a haste. The foundation 
is wrong. If the child can-
not read well, cannot write 
well and cannot pronounce 
words, no matter what you 
do next, he has missed it, he 
has missed it. The Bible says 
if the foundation is destroyed 
what can the righteous do? I 
say, rebuild it. If they mean 
that they should teach CRK, 
IRK, well, it should be at the 
upper primary because we 
should not face them early in 
life with this problem of reli-
gion; let their private homes 
bring them up in their own 
religion, in their own way so 
that when they have devel-
oped the capacity to accept 
other things you can now 
introduce all those things. 
The Bible says train up a 
child in the way he should go 
and when he grows older he 
will not depart from it. That’s 
my attitude to it.

Recently, Macron became 
president of France at 39. 
What is your suggestion in 
the area of youth leadership 
in Nigeria?

We have even tried it; 

‘To move forward, Nigeria must do something about 
leadership, change its name and constitution’

Leonard Umunna

SundayInterview

Leonard Umunna, a bishop and founder of Bible Life Church (worldwide), on the sidelines of the events to mark 
his 63rd birthday recently, spoke with ZEBULON AGOMUO, Editor, on the secret of his youthful looks, the trouble 
with Nigeria, how the country can be rescued from the brinks, among other issues. Excerpts:

get a number like Number 1, 
which is the same thing as 10, 
19, 28- just add 9 on each you 
get the positive numbers. 
How I wished we could even 
get Number 6 or Number 7. 
Yar’Adua (the late President) 
was Number 7. I told people 
to watch what he would do 
and he tried his best within 
the short period he was in 
power. President Muham-
madu Buhari is Number 18; 
the Vice President is Number 
17. These Numbers are not so 
good for leadership; they are 
good for business and a few 
other things like that. The 
next, second in importance, 
is the constitution. Give a 
good leader a bad constitu-
tion, he may do well, but give 
a bad leader a good constitu-
tion, he will not do well. But 
if this good leader with bad 
constitution has many bad 
people surrounding him, 
the constitution will even 
make things worse for him. 
That is where the number 
two factor comes in, that is 
the quality of leadership. So, 
Nigeria is sitting on a tripod- 
the number it vibrates; the 
faulty constitution and bad 
leaders. With the Number it 
vibrates, Nigeria will always 
have wealthy people- not 
wealthy in integrity to lead, 
but a system where money 

rules. You know that where 
money rules, the best will 
not come out. Constitutional 
amendment may not be the 
solution, it would be better to 
entirely throw out the con-
stitution and say, ‘Let us give 
ourselves our own constitu-
tion’. In order of importance, 
if Nigeria must move for-
ward, if Nigeria must make 
the desired mark there is the 
need to do something about 
leadership; next the consti-
tution and then change the 
name Nigeria. There is a 

need for name change. Some 
other countries have known 
this secret and they have 
since changed their names 
and moved on.

It is said that life expec-
tancy in Nigeria is between 
53 and 56; does it bother you 
the rate at which people die 
these days even of common 
illnesses that are not sup-
posed to claim lives?

It is because of lack of 
health facilities. God never 
intended that somebody 
should die at youth. The life 
expectancy is so low and 
will get lower because we 
are fighting three different 
forces at the same time. We 
are fighting economic reces-
sion, war and bad leadership 
that have made nonsense of 
whatever efforts anybody 
is making by the sides. We 
need competent leaders; 
those who can deliver. If 
for instance you were a stu-
dent and no matter the ef-
forts you make, your teacher 
scores you zero, you cannot 
make progress, that is ex-
actly what is happening in 
Nigeria, all our efforts are 
being made nonsense of by 
bad leadership.  We don’t 
have competent, visionary, 
exemplary and leaders that 
have integrity.

What is your reaction to 

The life expec-
tancy is so low 
and will get lower 
because we are 
fighting three dif-
ferent forces at the 
same time. We are 
fighting economic 
recession, war and 
bad leadership 
that have made 
nonsense of what-
ever efforts any-
body is making by 
the sides
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Leonard Umunna

SundayInterview
the ones we gave opportu-
nity during the President 
Obasanjo administration, 
what happened? Like the 
older politicians, what they 
concern themselves with is 
to become instant million-
aires. When they get there 
they make themselves inac-
cessible to those who elected 
them, by surrounding them-
selves with bodyguards.                                                                                                                                     

They go about with a reti-
nue of security guards who 
scare away people from get-
ting close to them. That’s 
how the Boko Haram in 
the north emerged; that’s 
how militants emerged, etc. 
When they get there they 
form a clique, begin to shoot 
and amass money for them-
selves. Go to other nations 
and see how leaders be-
have. If you like, bring the 
youngest of all Nigerians; 
the time of Yakubu Gowon 
is no longer the time we are 
in now. We must change our 
orientation. You see, this 
APC government is trying 
but the promises they made 
which they are not fulfilling 
is what is making people to 
take whatever thing they are 
saying now with a pinch of 
salt.  It is a question of believ-
ability. You say you are not 
persecuting your political 
opponents but any one that 
crosses from the PDP to APC 
is protected; what do you call 
that? Can people take you 
seriously? You have reduced 
the party to one; there are no 
two parties. You persecute 
those who don’t want to join 
the mainstream. My advice is 
that the fathers at the helm 
of affairs must show a good 
example for the children to 
emulate.

What is your take on the 
Kaduna declaration- the 
quit notice given to the Igbo 
by the Arewa youths?

We have had more than 
the Kaduna de claration. 
Ojukwu made the Ahiara 
Declaration, but what be-
came of it? I have told you 
severally that the name Ni-
geria vibrates winning by 
war or what we may call 
survival of the fittest; win-
ner takes it all. So, we will 
continue to have declara-
tions whether by the Niger 
Delta militants, or the Are-
wa Youths or by the IPOB/
MASSOB or the OPC. All 
these declarations are just 
a manifestation of the spirit 
of ‘you can’t rule over me’. 
I told you that Nigeria, like 
an aeroplane, successfully 
took off at Independence but 
suddenly came down (crash-
landed) and since that time 
it has not taken off again. 
The founding fathers tried 
their best, but somewhere 

along the line we missed it. 
They brought in nepotism, 
tribalism, corruption, etc and 
the vision and the Nigerian 
spirit died. We lost focus. The 
problem is inherent in us. 
We are not ready to do what 
others who are succeeding 
do.  But if we can change the 
constitution so that there’s 
nothing like state of origin 
but state of readiness; where 
do you come from, but of 
equal opportunities for every 
citizen, justice and fairness; 
but if you continue to tell me 
that there should be no state 
police; there should be no de-
volution of power or that we 
cannot divide, then I would 
know that there’s something 
you are hiding that makes 
you not to relinquish power 
or that you are cheating 
on me. They say absolute 
power corrupts absolutely; 
in Nigeria we have added 
‘fear of losing power corrupts 
absolutely’. We will continue 
to have declarations until 
we start doing things the 
proper way. We are actually 
the cause of our problem in 
Nigeria.

It appears that there is 
growing spirit of agitation 
in the country. Every part of 
the country is agitating for 
one thing or the other; what 
do you think is responsible 
for this?

Injustice and disequilib-
rium. That is the cause of 
the problem, unless you re-
dress it, the agitation will 
continue. Before the Nigeria-
Biafra war, we were having 
regional governments; how 
much were they giving to 
the federal purse, about 50 
percent; at a point the federal 
government started giving 
the states certain percentage 
(I can’t remember exactly the 
percentage now), but now 
agitation made it 13percent, 
still a wide margin, just on 
that resources alone. That’s 
injustice and disequilibrium. 
They say, he who comes to 
equity must come with clean 
hands. There’s marginalisa-
tion here and there. And then 
Buhari came in and decided 
to give 40 important portfo-
lios to his people, other parts 
of the country cried out foul, 
that’s marginalisation. It is 
evident. I don’t know of any 
region, state or tribe in Nige-
ria now that cannot produce 
a best in an area. Not those 
days when they said the best 
footballers were from the 
East, today, some northerners 
can play the game better. In 
those days they used to say 
the best politicians were from 
the West, but they abound 
everywhere now- north, 
south, west and east. For you 
to form a kitchen cabinet and 
feature only your people that 
they are the only people you 
trust; this is division. A leader 
unites his people not divide 
them. Give other people that 
sense of belonging and agita-
tion will cease. It is not just 

about Buhari, it is about APC 
government. Fairness must 
be applied in every area, 
whether in resources sharing, 
appointment, etc. It is said 
that perception is all, but in 
this case it has even gone be-
yond perception, it is evident 
now that there is marginalisa-
tion here and there.

Since the quit notice was 
issued by the Arewa Youths, 
some critics said it was wrong 
for the Federal Government 
not to have made any ar-
rest in connection with that 
threat. What is your view 
sir?

Nip it in the bud. You can 
see that we are winning the 
Boko Haram war now be-
cause we have employed 
more intelligence than the 
use of force. Those people 
who have made the declara-
tion have some people back-
ing them. When the Boko 
Haram war began they said 
there were some people spon-
soring it, and they named 
some names. You see, why do 
you leave the root and begin 
to deal with the fruit only? 
First cut the root. The prob-
lem is internal. Some people 
say ‘I must rule over you’ or 
‘you must not rule over me’.  
This is a secular state; let 
there be equity. Whatever 
the APC is doing now, they 
should also remember that 
tomorrow may usher in an-
other dispensation; another 
party will come in and they 
will begin to accuse Buhari’s 
children; Lai Mohammed’s 
people and the children of 
other APC chieftains of some 
things, even the crimes they 
do not know anything about. 
They will put them in cell, 
from there to court and they 
may be granted bail. Some-
body would say no, they are 
security risk, they should 

remain in cell. How would 
the actors of today who are 
their fathers say feel? You 
are expanding the injustice. 
Find out those behind the 
quit notice and deal with 
the root. If you go for those 
sponsoring it, the youths 
will run away. Prevention is 
better than cure.

Local government elec-
tion is coming up soon in 
Lagos and there’s already 
crisis over allegation of im-
position of candidates and 
a no-go-area order by some 
chieftains of the party; what 
is your take?

Leadership is a dicey mat-
ter. I talk of dazzles of power 
and intricacies of gover-
nance. If a leader is not inter-
ested in who succeeds him if 
he is a good leader, the devil 
may take over, but if he is 
interested in who succeeds 
him and becomes selfish 
and feels that only those in 
his camp become leaders he 
also becomes more selfish. 
This is what is causing these 
parties to be doing these 
things. Some even take the 
candidates to the shrine to 
swear oath of allegiance and 
some manipulate the elec-
toral process. If you want the 
right thing to be done, give 
the rules and ensure that all 
those contesting abide by 
the rules.

There appears to be divi-
sion at the Presidency. There 
are activities that portray 
in-fighting. Have you no-
ticed anything of such?

This problem has been 
from the onset since the APC 
government started. We saw 
it; the President’s kitchen 
cabinet would be speaking 
one thing, the EFCC would 
be speaking another thing; 
the DSS would be speaking 
a different thing on the same 
subject matter. How can a 
monster with three heads 
rule human beings? It is not 
possible. Something is wrong 
somewhere; it has been on, it 
is not new. I think that those 
who drafted the plan, the 
vision to bring in the APC 
have been put aside. The ship 
is rudderless and the ma-
chinery has been hijacked. 
It could even be the plan of 
certain elements to desta-
bilise the government. You 
know, when the other time 
President Buhari travelled, 
Osinbajo performed very 
well and was well commend-
ed, may be some people are 
saying let us make the sys-
tem uncomfortable for him 
so that it could be said that he 
is not fit to rule; it is possible. 
The so-called cabal can do 
anything. I have talked about 
the intricacies of governance 
and dazzles of power.

 You know, when the 
other time President 
Buhari travelled, 
Osinbajo performed 
very well and was 
well commended, 
may be some people 
are saying let us 
make the system un-
comfortable for him 
so that it could be 
said that he is not fit 
to rule; it is possible



Suntai: A long flight to the grave   

T
he last time Danbaba 
Danfulani Suntai, the 
now late governor of 
Taraba State, made 
news headline was 

sometime in 2015 when Gover-
nor Darius Ishaku was accused 
by citizens of the state of aban-
doning  his predecessor, who 
had been recuperating from the 
multiple injuries he sustained in 
an October 25, 2012 plane crash 
in Yola airport, Adamawa State.

The social media in particu-
lar was awash at the time with 
news that Ishaku had abandoned 
Suntai to his fate, leaving him to 
rot away in a desolate place. The 
report suggested that Suntai’s 
condition deteriorated after the 
present administration said it 
would no longer be footing his 
medical bills due to paucity of 
funds.

The political drama then took 
a new twist when Governor 
Ishaku issued a counter-state-
ment where he insisted that 
Suntai was in Jalingo and had not 
skipped town for months at the 
time, and that “he doesn’t have 
to, because his health is not bad. 
In fact, Suntai is stronger now”.

But, contrary to the governor’s 
position, one of the commission-
ers who served in Suntai’s cabinet 
had insisted in a telephone chat 
with BDSUNDAY that his boss 
was somewhere abroad where he 
was receiving medical attention. 
He did not, however, name the 
country but promised to reach 
the family for official position and 
then get back. He never fulfilled 
that promise until the death of his 
boss last week.

Following the crash, Suntai 
was first treated for a few hours 
at the Adamawa Standard Ger-
man Hospital in Yola, then the 
National Hospital in Abuja, be-
fore being airlifted to Germany 
for another round of treatment. 
After some months in Germany, 
he was transferred to Johns Hop-
kins Hospital in Baltimore, Mary-
land, United States of America.

As happened in the case of late 
President Umaru Musa Yar’Adua, 
while in the US, some political 
jobbers who wanted to remain 
in power at all cost allegedly flew 
Suntai back into Taraba in August 
2013, in what observers termed 
a ‘desperate bid’ to lay hold to 
Taraba’s political structure by 
presenting Suntai as ‘capable’ to 
get back to work. He was again 
flown to London’s Wellington 
Hospital for additional treatment 
of brain injuries.

As the drama continued, 
Rimande Bitrus, a former gover-
norship candidate of the defunct 
Alliance for Democracy (AD), who 
hails from southern Taraba, added 
salt to Taraba’s political injury 
when he hit at the alleged cabal 
for using and dumping Suntai.

“Suntai’s case has become his-
tory. Nobody can tell his where-

his Aide-de-Camp; Timo Dangana, 
his Chief Security Officer, and Joel 
Dangana, his Chief Detail, were 
also aboard the private Cessna 
plane that crashed. He was on 
specialised wheelchair because of 
a spinal cord injury he sustained.

Tributes
The tributes have been pour-

ing in, as is the custom in these 
parts.

The Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) described Suntai as an 
outstanding and professional 
man. Cairo Ojougboh, deputy 
national chairman in Ali Modu 
Sheriff’s faction of the party, said, 
“We are proud of late Suntai. He 
left his profession and became a 
politician in order to bring quality 
to governance. This he exhibited 
while in office until the unfortu-
nate plane crash incident. Suntai 
represented PDP well and we 
are very proud of him. Until his 
death, Suntai never gave up as he 
was involved in the struggle for 
the progress of PDP and Nigeria.”

Ojougboh added that the PDP 
commiserated with his family, 
the people and government of 
Taraba State on the great loss.

The family of Ahmadu Bello, 
the late Premier of the Northern 
Region, described the death of 
Suntai as a big loss to the country.

“Former Governor Danbaba 
Danfulani Suntai was a great 
believer in the legacies of the late 
Premier of Northern Region, Sir 
Ahmadu Bello, Sardaunan Sokoto, 
throughout his career as a public 

Idia Babalola(Ms), being rescued from the angry mobs by governor Ibunkunle Amosun of Ogun State and other digniteries at Adeleke’s funeral.
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abouts now. Those who could 
say his whereabouts now are 
probably his immediate family 
members. Today, none of the cabal 
members is even mentioning him; 
immediately after the election ev-
eryone went their separate ways. 
They all got what they wanted 
and everybody disappeared,” said 
Bitrus, who contested against the 
current governor.

The medical report
Zakari Aliyu, who was at 

that time Chief Medical Director 
(CMD), Taraba Specialist Hos-
pital, granted a controversial 
interview where he upheld that 
Suntai’s brain injury sustained 
in the plane crash had made him 
lose some cognitive abilities.

Three days after Aliyu’s medi-
cal verdict, the then state ex-
ecutive, in a move that political 
pundits described as an ‘own 
goal’, wrote a letter to the Taraba 
State Assembly in Jalingo asking 
the legislators to set up a medical 
panel to ascertain Suntai’s state 
of physical and mental fitness to 
lead the state.

Before his death penultimate 
Wednesday in Orlando, Florida, 
United States of America, two 
days to his 56th birthday, Suntai 
had been in and out of hospitals 
in Europe and the US in the last 
five years, after he narrowly es-
caped with his life, but managed 
to complete his tenure in 2015 
after being treated for the inju-
ries he sustained. Suntai flew the 
crashed plane himself. Dasat Iliya, 

administrator and politician. He 
believed in good governance, 
fair play and mutual coexistence 
among people irrespective of 
their differences,” said a statement 
signed by Hasan Ahmed Danbaba 
on behalf of the family.

“We express our heartfelt 
condolences to the family of 
the Mr Suntai, the good people 
of Taraba State and all lovers of 
peace and mutual coexistence in 
the country,” it said.

Peter Obi, former governor of 
Anambra State, described Sun-
tai’s death as painful and prayed 
God to grant him eternal rest and 
grant his family and the people 
of Taraba State the fortitude to 
accept His will.

“Governor Suntai was the 
very soul and spirit of gover-
nance. He was the emblem and 
the signature of power. He was 
the sceptre and the throne in all 
its radiance and splendour. He 
was indeed the purple robe and 
the crown of the king. His gait, 
language and thought process 
were symbolic of royal leader-
ship. He was the main issue in 
Taraba history and the heart of 
its narrative for decades,” wrote 
Emmanuel Bello, Commissioner 
for Information during Suntai’s 
administration and currently 
Senior Special Assistant (Public 
Affairs) to Governor Ishaku.

Brief profile
Suntai was born on June 30, 

1961, at Suntai Town, Bali Local 
Government Area of Taraba State. 

He attended Federal Government 
College, Kano (1975–1980) and 
the School of Basic Studies at 
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria 
(1980–1981). He was admitted to 
ABU, where he read Pharmacy 
and graduated in 1984.

Suntai was elected chairman 
of Bali Local Government Area 
(1989–1993), and was director-
general, Taraba State Ministry 
of Agriculture and National Re-
sources (1994–1996).

In the 1999 elections, he was 
state chairman of the All People’s 
Party (APP). In 2000, he became 
chairman of Taraba State Invest-
ment and Properties Limited. He 
was appointed Commissioner 
in the Ministry of Education 
(2000–2003), and worked at the 
Ministry of Health (2003–2005) 
before becoming Secretary to 
the Taraba State Government 
(2005–2007).

In the run-up to the 2007 
elections, Danladi Baido won 
the PDP gubernatorial primaries 
but was later disqualified. Two 
months before the election, the 
PDP national secretariat re-
placed Baido with Suntai, who 
had not stood in the primaries. 
Baido and his followers lent 
their support to Suntai, and in 
April 2007 Suntai won election 
as governor of Taraba State. He 
ran successfully for re-election 
on 26 April, 2011.

He was married to Hauwa 
and the marriage is blessed with 
children.

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE
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S
ometime in early July 
2012, it started with driz-
zling rain, and by mid Sep-
tember of that year, it had 
developed into flash flood 

across some states. But surprisingly, 
Nigerians were helplessly watch-
ing the scenario until it became 
devastating across the country, 
especially along the coastal areas.

By November 5, 2012 when the 
floods eventually ended, Nigeria 
counted her losses to the worst 
flood ever recorded in the then 40 
years history of the country.

The flood killed 363 people, over 
2.1 million people were displaced, 
estimated total of seven million 
others were affected, while the 
damage and losses were estimated 
at N2.6 trillion.

While government was quick 
to attribute the deadly flood to 
seasonal flash floods, overflowing 
of Lamingo dam near Jos and espe-
cially the release of water from the 
Lagdo Reservoir in Cameroon, the 
National Emergency Management 
Agency (NEMA) was busy counting 
the losses of lives and property that 
should have been saved if proac-
tive measures were taken ahead to 
rechannel the flood or reduce the 
impact. Sadly, the country learnt 
little or no lessons from that ugly 
experience of 2012 as flood contin-
ued its rampage in subsequent years 
but in lesser magnitude; though not 
attributable to the proactiveness to 
emergence response by government 
and its agencies.

Once again, the “seers” have seen 
the future and warned Nigerians 
against an impending flood with 
huge emergence exigencies.

Late June this year, the Nation-
al Hydrological Services Agency 
warned that 35 states in Nigeria 
would experience severe flooding 
as the rainy season begins due to the 
flooding in eight major rivers across 
the country and advised residents 
living in flood prone areas to relo-
cate. The question many are asking 
is relocating to where, in a country 
where you already have countless 

Government, agencies akimbo 
in face of flood warnings

is worried over the ineffective-
ness of efforts towards tackling 
flo oding across the country, 
especially when actions should 
have been in place to checkmate 
controllable flood and reduce 
the level of impact of flood in-
duced by climate change.

“ We have had s everal fo-
rums, seminars and workshops 
on flood and environmental 
protection across the states, but 
the issue has been implementa-
tion and monitoring to ensure 
people and even organizations 
are  c omplying with re c om-
mended directives. People are 
still building on drainage, cut-
ting down trees and burning 
forests that are natural buffer 
zone against flood, there is so 
much poverty in most coastal 
areas that paying attention to 
the warnings of imminent flood 
occurrence is more or less a 
charade to the poor residents”, 
Ilemchukwu says. 

Instead of waiting till emer-
gency situation, Nkwunonwo 
Ug o n n a  o f  S c h o o l  o f  E a r t h 
and Environmental Sciences, 
University of Portsmouth, UK, 
in his research article entitled: 
‘Flooding and Flood Risk Reduc-
tion in Nigeria: Cardinal Gaps’, 
suggests more robust and scien-
tific approaches to flood risk re-
duction such as: flood modeling, 
vulnerability assessment, and 
alignment to the focus of flood 
risk reduction in Nigeria with 
the objectives of such a task in 
more developed countries.

However, government is prom-
ising more action than words this 
time to preventive measures and 
consequent emergency situations, 
hence the National Hydrological 
Services Agency sounded the 

flood warning earlier and getting 
Nigerians ready to tackle it better 
than previously when they were 
taken by surprise.

“The agency is sensitising the 
general public, especially those 
living in flood- prone areas, on 
probably flooding events and ad-
vising them to take proactive steps 
to avoid loss of lives and property, 
damage to crucial infrastructure, 
disruption of socio-economic ac-
tivities and in some cases, displace-
ment of people in the affected 
areas”, Moses Beckley, director 
general, National Hydrological 
Services Agency says in reaction 
to efforts of the agency at prevent-
ing unnecessary loss of lives and 
properties. 

As well, Mustapha Yunusa Mai-
haja, the newly appointed director-
general of the National Emergency 
Management Agency (NEMA), as-
sured Nigerians when he resumed 
office on April 21, 2017 that he 
would reposition the Agency for 
effective disaster management in 
the country.

“NEMA should come out with 
their emergency plans, seek early 
collaborations with necessary 
stakeholders and offer monthly 
monitoring report on flood so 
that there will be data to work on 
for subsequent occurrences and 
planning. This is time to retrain 
members of National Youth Service 
Corps for emergencies instead of 
wasting money in hiring at late 
hours,” Maihaja said. 

“Everybody both government 
and individuals should do what-
ever we can to prevent bad situa-
tions from becoming emergencies 
because huge sum of resources that 
would have built schools, hospitals 
and roads are channeled into daily 
feeding, security, and prevention 
of sicknesses from spreading at 
the IDP camps. Nobody is happy 
to be a refugee in his/her own 
country, but if we refuse to listen 
to the warning of the National 
Hydrological Services Agency and 
fail to do the little we can to reduce 
the impact of the imminent flood, 
we are simply going to build more 
IDP camps and waste resources 
we would have used for devel-
opmental goals on taking care of 
the homeless in our midst”, Mercy 
Okeh, a director of an Abuja-based 
nongovernmental organisation for 
vulnerable children, says.

While regarding most govern-
ment assurances and preparedness 
for emergency as rhetoric, espe-
cially NEMA, majority of Nigerians 
think government should specify 
the measures it is putting in place 
and seek collaborations now to pre-
vent situations from getting worse 
and requiring emergencies because 
the number of IDPs, their sorry 
state, and shanty camps across the 
country are not encouraging for a 
country like Nigeria.
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Internally Displaced Persons camps 
(IDPs). The sense for many is rather 
preventive measures to re-channel 
the flood and reduce to the mini-
mum the impact of the flood on lives 
and property in areas that are most 
vulnerable.

The development also calls gov-
ernment to order and tasks the 
readiness of its agencies, especially 
NEMA in living up to their statutory 
mandates.

While relocation may be a short 
term measure, Kese Tefar, an agric 
entrepreneur/lecturer who lost 
crops and farmhouse to the 2012 
flood in North Bank, Makurdi, Benue 
State, is worried that despite a major 
flood catastrophe in recent time, there 
is low level of awareness of flood risk, 
which according to him, is increasing 
the rate of development on flood-
plains. “The regulatory agencies keep 
mute over development of houses and 
other constructions on floodplains. It 
is even sad that government sell buf-
fer zones created for erosion and wait 
until there is an emergency to start 
shouting, and probably use pictures 
of relief materials they donated to 

victims of flood for political campaign. 
Flood control is not rocket science, we 
should learn from other flood vulner-
able countries and desist from the fire 
brigade approach to it”, Tefar laments.

Tamarapreye Endutimi, a vol-
unteer of the Nigerian Red Cross in 
the Ovom State Sports Complex in 
Yenagoa, where 3,000 people slept for 
weeks during the 2012 overwhelm-
ing flood, notes that the country still 
lacks capacity for emergency situ-
ations and should do everything to 
prevent it. “If flood like the magnitude 
of the 2012 happens again, the num-
ber of victims and damages will 
double because there is no sign that 
we are ready for emergency. The 
quick response for the Ebola case 
was divine and nobody should use 
that as yardstick for our readiness 
for emergency”, Endutimi, who is 
now a lawyer, explains. 

Speaking on the development, 
Lukman Adeoti, associate professor 
of geophysics at Geosciences depart-
ment, University of Lagos, says flood 
is a seasonal occurrence caused by 
many factors, especially rise in water 
level, poor drainage pattern, desertifi-
cation, carbon emissions, distortions of 
ecological systems and others.

Having known the causes, 
the university don thinks there 
should be proactive efforts at 
curbing the causes emanating 
from the action of man by im-
proving on drainage pattern, re-
ducing carbon emissions, plant-
ing trees to fight desertification 
and allowing the ecological sys-
tem to be the way nature made it. 

Toeing the lines of the Geo-
physics professor, Ikenna Ilem-
chukwu, an environmentalist 
and another university don, 
says prevention has always 
b e en b etter than any emer-
gency and remedy action. He 

…as Nigerians doubt readiness for emergency
OBINNA EMELIKE
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I
gnatius Chukwu’s ‘A feast of crime: 
New Rivers Police boss takes war to 
Armed gangs, hauls in 66 suspects,” 
BusinessDay, Sunday 18th June, 2017, 
PP. 12 &13, profiles the achievement 

of Rivers State Police Commissioner, Zaki 
Ahmed. In just three months, March-June 
2017, Ahmed arrested 66 suspects. Out of 
this number, 31 were for armed robbery, 16 
for cultism, 13 for kidnapping and 4 injured 
in shootouts. Guns, ammunition and eight 
stolen vehicles were recovered. Kidnapped 
victims were rescued and arsons averted 
restoring investor confidence.

Statistically, Chukwu’s treatise comes 
handy but not in explaining the ways and 
means. It fails to address the unasked ques-
tion: What did Nigeria Police Rivers State 
Command do differently under Ahmed 
to get it right? That is where this article 
makes sense.

Background
Pre-Ahmed Rivers was a hotbed for 

cultists and militants. In the Local Govern-
ment Areas (LGAs) of Emohua, Ahoada, 
Omoku, Gokana, etc, life and property were 
endangered as mass killings became the 
order of the day. The Nigeria military had 
to invade Ogoniland in pursuit of a local 
warlord, Solomon Ndigbara, for instance; 
an invasion roundly condemned by well-
meaning Nigerians.  

Rivers State Governor, Nyesom Wike, re-
frained from using force to crush militancy 
as that could send out wrong signal that his 
state was unsafe. He made a brilliant move 
granting amnesty to outlaws prepared to 
renounce criminality. Wike scored high by 
drafting Sir Ken Chinda to chair the Rivers 
State Amnesty Programme comprising 
representatives from the police, military 
and Department of State Services, DSS. 
What happened next stunned Nigerians, 
put mildly.

From the 23 LGAs of the state, Chinda 
netted in 22,340 hoodlums, militants 
and cultists who openly renounced 
criminality.  Some 911 arms, 7, 661 am-
munition and 147 explosives were also 
surrendered to the Chinda-led amnesty. 
This brought a sudden end to the reign of 
terror and Wike began the onerous task 
of reconstructing communities affected 
by militant activities. This was late 2016.

Whereas militancy and cultism were 
essentially a rural problem, the capital 
city of Port Harcourt and neighbouring 
Obio/Akpor witnessed massive hiccups 
occasioned by the activities of pro-Biafra 
agitators. Economic activities became 
paralysed whenever the agitators were 
abroad during the same 2016. It was in 
poor Wike’s Rivers that members of the 
Nnamdi Kalu-led Indigenous People of 
Biafra, IPOB, allegedly tore the Nigerian 
flag before setting it on fire. The military 
and police responded with brute force.

The Mile1/Mile 3 Axis of Fire was 
virtually under the control of resentful 
youths loyal to Kanu. In January 2017 
then Police Commissioner Francis Ode-
sanya teamed up with the military to 
break up a massive rally before charging 
45 pro-Biafra activists to court. Out of 
this number seven were arraigned before 
Chief Magistrate Obi Amadi-Nna while 
the remaining 38 faced similar fate before 
Chief Magistrate Sokari Andrew-Jaja.

Charges level against them included 
treasonable felony in addition to the 
grievous sin of conducting themselves 

geographical map of Rivers to create what 
Ahmed calls “Nipping Points” state-wide. 
By definition, nipping points are crime 
infested spots with known patterns 
and statistics. On each Nipping Point is 
assigned a patrol vehicle manned by op-
eratives from Divisions and Tactical Units 
consisting of Special Armed Robbery 
Squad, SARS, Rapid Respond Team, RRT, 
Anti-Kidnapping Unit and Anti-Cultism 
Unit. Operatives confront threats on the 
spot while relaying Situation Report back 
to Control Room.

The third-tier is “Stop and Search” 
by mobile units. Suspicious characters, 
vehicles or situations are immediately 
searched and released where found 
clean. It is the responsibility of DPOs to 
minutely monitor and supervise the units 
for efficiency. To keep Rivers from infil-
tration by criminals from neighbouring 
states Stop and Search operates twenty-
four hours.

The combination of the three forms a 
formidable security dome, or shield, over 
Rivers. Officers and men of Rivers Com-
mand call this measure “Visibility Policing” 
even though criminals dread it as invisible 
and ubiquitous difficult to detect.

Ethical reforms: Dialogue
The Punch newspaper, Wednesday, 

21th June 2017, carried the headline, ‘Sol-
diers, Police Stop Protest against Agip in 
Rivers State.’ On Tuesday 20th June the 
executive and members of Agip Indig-
enous/Landlords Contractors Associa-
tion demonstrated for not being paid 
one year after executing contracts for 
Agip. At the Agip Junction a combined 
team of soldiers and police asked them 
to go back, which they did. A trau-
matised Livinus Opuakpa, chairman, 
Technical Committee of the association 
narrated what happened next.

“On arrival here, as we were trying 
to distribute our protest materials to 
our members, we saw military men; 
they came and started beating some 
of us... Look at how one of us was man-
handled. He was beaten up while his 
money was collected. They are telling 

us that we must not protest. So, the mil-
lion naira question is this; must we go and 
destroy oil installations to drive home our 
demands?”

Mercifully, The Punch concluded: “But 
the Rivers State Police Public Relations Offi-
cer, Nnamdi Omoni, told our correspondent 
that the state Police Commissioner,  Zaki 
Ahmed, had invited Agip and the aggrieved 
contractors to a meeting, where both 
reached a consensus for peace to reign.”

The above demonstrates two facts: One, 
the reason why the police did not join 
soldiers in beating up citizens is because 
Rivers Command under Ahmed respects 
human rights. Two, Rivers Command has 
prioritised dialogue in conflict resolution. 
The violence associated with the Axis of 
Fire, comprising of Ahmed’s Sector Two 
of Diobu, Nkpolu/Mile 3, Diobu Azikiwe, 
Olu Obasanjo and Sani Abacha Divisions, 
is depleted to zero.

One can safely argue, therefore, that 
the ethical dimension of Ahmed’s reforms 
is dialogue as he pacified Rivers through 
diplomacy rather than brute force. That 
he personally phones parties in a dispute 
means cases capable of snowballing into 
civil unrests are effectively managed. Crises 
must come, especially chieftaincy and land 
disputes, but he doesn’t allow them spill into 
the streets.  

Conclusion
Ahmed is an officer who knows when 

to stop fighting and start talking to an 
opponent. That is the hallmark of a true 
professional. Unionists, community lead-
ers, youths, pro-Biafra agitators, outlaws, 
sinners and holy men are listening to him 
because he understands their arguments. 
That is confidence-building.

The greatest general, according to Sun 
Tsu’s ‘The Art of War,’ is one that conquers 
without fighting: If dialogue can do why 
war? Why settle for a foe when you can 
convert him to an ally? Don’t execute that 
spy, send him on dual mandate. Intelligence, 
intervention, dialogue and Ahmed is on top. 
The end justifies the means.

Eke, a commentator, writes from Port 
Harcourt, Rivers State.

Rivers: Security under Zaki Ahmed

Zaki Ahmed

“...in a manner likely to force or compel 
the president to change his measures, by 
displaying flags and other items of the 
Biafran Republic with such intention by 
an act to take over the government of 
Nigeria by force and thereby committed 
an offence punishable under section 41(C) 
of the Criminal Code Cap 37 Vol II Laws 
of Rivers State of Nigeria, 1999.”

The accused not only pleaded not 
guilty but counter-claimed that the po-
lice and military used live bullets to kill 
15 unarmed and harmless members of 
IPOB and Movement for the Actualisa-
tion of Sovereign State of Biafra, MASSOB, 
whose only sin was showing open support 
for American President Donald Trump’s 
swearing-in ceremony. The alleged mas-
sacre was widely reported by world media 
further dampening Wike’s efforts in cast-
ing Rivers as investor friendly.

The use of force, excessive or moder-
ate, became a burden as Rivers displaced 
volatile Delta State as the sick man of 
Niger Delta. As long as the trial lasted the 
capital city was overcast by a foreboding 
aura of insecurity and it was a good thing 
that the state command discontinued the 
case early March. Such was the sad state 
of affairs when Ahmed got posted late 
March to Rivers following the unfortu-
nate demise of his predecessor Odesanya.    

Tactical reforms: Visibility policing
In lay man’s language, the reforms 

Ahmed instituted in Rivers Command 
are both tactical and ethical. Tactically, 
the reforms throw a three-tier security 
dragnet over the entire Rivers.

In the first-tier he divided Rivers 
Command into seven Sectors. Each 
sector is under a Deputy or Assistant 
Commissioner in charge of operations.  
Each Sector, in turn, consists of a group 
of Divisions. It is the duty of his DPOs 
to lead each Division made up of a given 
number of Tactical Units. Each unit covers 
a number of streets. Under this configura-
tion senior officers are posted out into the 
field to fight crime. Ahmed himself heads 
a Sector, as Chukwu rightly pointed out.

The second-tier includes using the 

CHIGACHI EKE
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Stakeholders agree on 
restructuring plan for Etisalat

S
takeholders in the Eti-
salat Nigeria may have 
agreed on a win-win re-
structuring plan for the 
telecommunication firm, 

BDSUNDAY can reliably inform.
A credible source within the 

company said the plan would 
involve a marriage of represen-
tatives of the consortium of 13 
banks, Nigerian stakeholders, the 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) and 
the Nigerian Communications 
Commission (NCC).

Explaining the likely compo-
sition, the source said: “We are 
grateful to all those who have 
mediated to the point we are in 
now where we have come to an 
amicable resolution in the inter-
est of all parties. It is a win-win 
arrangement; a symbiotic exercise 
at that. All the stakeholders have 
agreed that the Consortium of 
the 13 banks would have four 
representatives on a 7-member 
interim board; two representa-
tives will come from the Nigerian 
stakeholders and one will repre-
sent the CBN/NCC. The essence 
of this arrangement is to ensure 
that all the parties have a stake in 
the business.”

V
odacom Business Ni-
geria in its bid to ad-
dress the gap between 
women and men in 

the ICT sector, where, according 
to the Nigerian National Bureau 
of Statistics says that the ratio 
of Nigerian female workers to 
men in ICT was 3.3:1 in 2012; 
organised a one day ICT field 
trip for female students from 
Baptist Girls Academy, in Lagos 
to motivate girls to choose future 
careers in ICT.

Funke Atanda, Senior Prod-
uct Manager, Vodacom Business 
Nigeria while speaking at Girls 
in ICT workshop organised by 
the company, said that “Gender 
equality remains a challenge, 
particularly in the ICT sector, 
and so we realise that we should 
do more to bridge the disparity 
between male and female in this 
sector. By supporting ICT skill 
acquisition for girls, bringing 
females into our organisations 
to learn about new technologies 
and helping them further de-
velop their ideas, we are able to 
encourage more girls to choose 
courses and careers in ICT. This 
will help increase the number of 
women in the ICT sector in the 
near future”

Atanda disclosed that Vod-
acom has created youth em-
powerment programmes like 
the Power to You project and 
#ConnectedSheCan, a campaign 

Debo Atiba
www.spiritonomics.org

SPIRITONOMICS

W
h e n  t h e  u n -
initiated looks 
inward in an 
a t t e m p t  t o 

venture into a business idea, 
he usually comes to a quick 
conclusion that there is no 
longer any ro om available 
him. That is a blatant lie! Sim-
ply because you see someone 
doing what you plan to do, or 
many similar businesses exist 
in your line of pursuit does not 
mean all the seats have been 
taken. Many have imbibed this 
lie and as a result their lofty 
dreams and great ideas never 
saw the light of day.

Have you ever traveled in 
the heat of the day on the ex-
press road where you get to see 
puddles of water ahead of you? 
Only for you to approach it and 
discover it was nonexistent, 
that it was a MIRAGE. The 
same goes for new entrants 
in the business world, your 
fears are unfounde d, your 
worries and anxieties are a 
waste of time. All you need to 
know is that in life that others 
preceded you into coming into 
this world does not stop your 
coming into the world or block 
your space. So are businesses 
that exist or are even in your 
line of consideration, the same 
principle of life is applicable. 
To think they exist to block 
you or stop you is not true. The 
same way you were unstop-
pable when you were born, 
same way your business is 
unstoppable when you launch 
it or give birth to it.

So how do you know that 
there are rooms for you to 
thrive in this new venture?

Below is the understanding 
you must have and steps you 
can take:

1. There are more people to 
help you to succeed that you 
cannot imagine. Because we 
are limited as humans in scope 
and strength and our idea of 
the sup ernatural invading 
the natural is colored, it does 
not readily occur to us the 
provision our loving father 
made available to us as His 

There’s always room for you, 
all the seats are not taken

Vodacom targets development of female talents in ICT

Olumide Idowu (l), senior manager, customer support operations centre, Vodacom 
Business Nigeria, addressing the students of Baptist Girls Academy during a one 
day information communication technology field trip of the students to Vodacom 
business office in Lagos.

KELECHI EWUZIE

encounters were not coinci-
dences or happenstances, they 
were positioned there by God. 
(Matt. 5:45).

The success of every busi-
ness is dependent on the num-
ber of people that patronize 
them. There are more people in 
need of the service you want 
to offer than the number of 
such business in existence. So 
it is needless to allow your fear 
make you inactive in pursuing 
your dream.

2. Your point of difference 
is your significance. How you 
enter and what you do when 
you enter is equally impor-
tant. Businesses are successful 
because they know how to at-
tract attention to themselves 
(Prov. 13:15) .  This re quires 
you entering the market with 
requisite knowledge of the 
strength of your competitors 
and device your way of com-
ing into the market to steal 
the show. Do not try to be like 
anyone, just be yourself- be 
different! Being uninteresting 
has never helped anyone win 
in the marketplace.

3. Dissatisfied customers 
are your opportunity. There 
are many unsatisfied clients 
looking for alternatives. Many 
times the big organization are 
so full and big that they do not 
give the best of service to their 
customers, and they end up 
having disgruntled clients. You 
might just be the right person 
the disgruntled clients have 
been waiting for. This truth can 
only be discovered as a partici-
pant in the marketplace not an 
onlooker. So until you move in 
you may never know.

Be part of the people that 
would have good stories to tell 
for daring to take the steps, 
even though they may stumble 
and fall, but never part of the 
miserable souls that are pained 
for never trying to risk for 
fear of failing. As you do this 
and move in, I see you become 
surprised at the possibilities 
awaiting you b eyond your 
wildest imagination.

Remain Blessed

children. He tells us “He will 
never leave us or forsake us so 
that we can boldly say that the 
Lord is our helper and we shall 
not fear what man can do unto 
us (Heb. 13:5-6). Helps, favors 
are available even from the 
least andunexpected sources 
when we dare to try. History is 
replete with successful people 
having chance encounters, 
never knowing that thos e 

The resolution which has elicit-
ed complementary remarks from 
analysts, may have stemmed the 
tide of likely loss of numerous jobs 
which was one of the concerns 
of many stakeholders when the 
story broke.

Etisalat Nigeria ran into trouble 
with the Consortium of 13 Banks 
that staked $1.2billion to fund its 
expansion project in 2013.

BDSUNDAY reliably gathered 
that the new arrangement neces-
sitated the resignation last Friday 
of Hakeem Belo-Osagie, as the 
chairman of Etisalat Nigeria.

It would be recalled that Belo-
Osagie had planned to leave im-
mediately the banks made the 
take-over move, but was prevailed 
upon to tarry awhile until a road 
map for the company was final-
ised.

A statement announcing the 
eventual pulling out of the erst-
while chairman, a copy of which 
was obtained by BDSUNDAY, 
said: “The timing of the resignation 
was strategically delayed till now 
when stakeholders have agreed a 
plan and comes more than a week 
after Mubadala Development 
Company directors tendered their 

resignation. The development also 
reflects Belo-Osagie’s deep com-
mitment to protecting the interest 
of all stakeholders.”

According to the statement, “It 
is now expected that Etisalat Ni-
geria under its new shareholding 
structure will navigate through its 
current loan repayment challenge 
with minimum impact.

“Over the last several months, 
the chairman has worked exten-
sively with critical stakeholders to 
prepare clearly articulated strate-
gies and robust road maps that will 
mitigate the impact of the new 
shareholding restructuring and 
realignment on the operations and 
management of the 4th largest 
telecoms player in Nigeria.

“With this development, the 
new board will assume control of 
Etisalat. This is coming following 
interventions, which have been 
roundly applauded, from regula-
tory agencies, including the Nige-
ria Communications commission 
(NCC) and Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) and other stakeholders to 
ensure that the best decisions 
are taken in the interest of the 
subscribers, employees and the 
Nigerian economy.”

that targets a broad spectrum 
of women who face a range of 
challenges around work.

She observed that over the 
years, the company has sup-
ported Girls in ICT Day; an ini-
tiative of the ITU which aims to 
create a global environment that 
empowers and encourages girls 
and young women to consider 
careers in the growing field of 
ICTs, enabling both girls and 
technology companies to reap 
the benefits of greater female 
participation in the ICT sector.

In her words, “Vodacom will 
continue to support and advocate 
for gender equality for women 
in and through ICT; this will 
strengthen their stance in the sec-

tor while continuing to improve 
lives of all around the world”.

According the National Bu-
reau of Statistics, of the 564 can-
didates admitted into the Facul-
ty of Engineering in Lagos State, 
in 2014, only 129 were female. 
The numbers declined in 2015 
with only 84 females admitted 
of the 414 candidates admitted 
into the faculty of engineering in 
Lagos state. By providing dona-
tions, training and support to ICT 
driven programmes, Vodacom 
Business Nigeria is accelerating 
the removal of barriers for girls 
and women in the ICT field.

When it comes to gender 
equality in the workplace, Vod-
acom leads. 
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Adesina’s World Food Prize- an honour well deserved

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

T
he piece of heart-
warming news that 
our own Dr. Akin-
wumi Adesina, cur-
rent President, Af-

rican Development Bank and 
former Minister of Agriculture 
and Rural Development under 
President Goodluck Jonathan 
has been named the 2017 World 
Food Prize Laureate could not 
have come at a better time. 
With Nigeria experiencing a 
turbulent econo-political period 
the award comes as a breath of 
fresh air. What makes it more 
cheering is the fact that it is a 
well deserved laurel for a dis-
tinguished Nigerian. Adesina  
epitomizes a bright beacon of 
hope in our long, dark tunnel of 
ignorance, poverty, apathy and 
self-inflicted woes.

As one of his consistent ad-

mirers over the years, the fo-
cus is on the lasting lessons 
we all could glean from him 
on professionalism, pragmatic 
leadership, selfless service, pa-
triotism and can-do it spirit. It 
would be recalled, that back in 
2008 when yours truly was the 
Managing Director/Editor-in-
Chief of Strata Media  Organisa-
tion,  Adesina granted our rich 
and colourful Foodbusiness 
International Magazine, a two-
page, pull-out interview. It was 
through the Assistant Editor, 
Lanre Agboola. The then editor, 
Zebulon Agomuo was thrilled. 
In fact, that incisive interview 
not only sold out the Vol.1, No7 
Edition but got the members of 
staff academically enriched and 
thoroughly inspired. Adesina 
was then the Vice President 
(Policy and Partnerships), Alli-
ance for a Green Revolution in 
Africa (AGRA).

He used that opportunity 
to canvass subsidy for African 
farmers. Said he: “When I say 
smart subsidies, I mean the 
private sector has to distribute 
the inputs, the government 
supports the farmers together. 
We also have to make sure it is 
a targeted subsidy” that would 
benefit the poor farmers. “The 
government has to make sure 
that the farmers are provided 
with proper extension services, 
to be very efficient.” What made 
him sad was when” I see so 
many graduates of agriculture 
all across Africa roaming the 
streets, looking for jobs. It is a 

bizarre thing”.
Good enough, he walked 

the talk when he eventually 
became the Minister of agri-
culture. As aptly captured by 
Kenneth Quinn, the President, 
the World Food Prize, the Hall 
of Laureates, described Adesina 
as “someone who grew out of 
poverty, but whose life mission 
is to lift up millions of people out 
of poverty’’. Inspiring, is it not? 
Of course, it is.

These are reflected in his 
breakthrough achievements 
all through his career. The list 
is long but let us have a taste of 
the pudding. For instance, as the 
Vice President of AGRA he in-
troduced initiatives to exponen-
tially increase the availability of 
credit for smallholder farmers 
across the African continent. 
Not done, he galvanized the 
political will to transform Af-
rican agriculture. Back in 2006, 
as the Associate Director for 
Food Security at the Rockefeller 
Foundation, Adesina played a 
critical leadership role in or-
ganizing the Africa Fertilizer 
Summit in Abuja. That summit 
was described as absolutely es-
sential in igniting the campaign 
to spread a new Green Revolu-
tion across Africa, which led to 
the creation of AGRA.

Furthermore, as Minister of 
Agriculture in Nigeria, from 2011 
to 2015 he successfully trans-
formed the country’s agriculture 
sector through bold reforms. 
He it was who introduced the 
E-Wallet system which broke 

the back of the corrupt elements 
that had controlled the fertilizer 
distribution system for 40 years. 
In addition, was the creation of 
programmes to make Nigeria 
self-sufficient in rice production, 
as well as to make cassava be-
come a major cash crop. The re-
lated value chain he clamoured 
for saw the input of 20 per cent 
cassava flour to 80 per cent 
wheat flour in the making of 
composite bread. Also, the ‘Na-
groprenuers’ scheme he intro-
duced made way for the training 
of  750,000 young graduates in 
commercial farming.

As Quinn rightly noted the 
reforms he implemented in-
creased food production by 
21 million metric tonnes and 
attracted 5.6 billion dollars in 
private sector investments. This 
earned him the reputation as 
the ‘Farmer’s Minister’.” Inciden-
tally, Adesina has become the 
first person from the agriculture 
sector to ever lead a regional de-
velopment bank. His receiving 
the World Food Nobel Laureate 
Prize “would give impetus in the 
coming decade to his profound 
vision”.  Adesina is also the 46th 
person and the sixth African to 
win the World Food Prize. Are 
we not immensely proud of 
him? Yes, we are!

 That explains the presence of  
the former Minister of Finance, 
Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala and 
Nigeria’s Acting Ambassador to 
the U.S. and Chargé d ‘ Affaires, 
Ambassador Hakeem Balogun to 
savour the momentous occasion. 

Note that they were not there 
as Igbo, Yoruba or whatever but 
as proud Nigerians to identify 
with a son of the soil, holding the 
green-white-flag of unity and 
progress, peace and prosperity 
for the whole world to see. That 
is another lesson for us all.

In retrospect, Adesina’s ster-
ling achievements as the Minis-
ter of Agriculture was one issue 
that stood former President 
Goodluck Jonathan in good 
stead.  Adesina won the presti-
gious Forbes Magazine Africa 
Man –of- the- Year Award. And 
in 2015 the country won an 
award from the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion, FAO  for achieving one of 
the Millennium Development 
Goals, MDGs on halving the 
number of hungry people in 
the country by 2015.That was 
during the two-day summit by 
Rockefeller Foundation with 
the theme: ‘Realizing the poten-
tial of African agriculture’.

Unfortunately, the bitter 
truth is that Nigerians are hun-
grier now than they were in 
2015. The lesson here is for us 
to stop politicising sensitive and 
critical issues on good gover-
nance. What would have hap-
pened if Adesina’s vibrant and 
virile vision for the agriculture 
sector had been sustained till 
now? Your answer is as good 
as mine.

How basic income solves capitalism’s fundamental problem and what stands in its way
vastly improve the lives of the 
most vulnerable among us. But 
that is not why we need it. It may 
seem impractical, even utopian: 
but I am convinced the BIG will 
be instituted within the next few 
decades because it solves modern 
capitalism’s most fundamental 
problem, lack of demand.

Technology and capitalism 
have largely solved the problem 
of supply. We are able to make 
more stuff, with fewer inputs 
of labour and capital, than ever 
before. We have the knowhow, 
we have the resources, we have 
the trained labour, we have the 
money. The only thing businesses 
lack is customers. Making stuff 
has become easy. It is selling it 
that keeps entrepreneurs (and 
central bankers) awake at night. 
Stagnant wages tell us that the 
supply of labour exceeds demand. 
Microscopic interest rates tell us 
that we have more capital than 
we need. Since the Great Depres-
sion most economists have recog-
nised that demand is the Achilles 
heel of the modern economy.

Over the past 80 years, we 
have solved the problem of 
demand in three very different 
ways. The first is war. In 1938, 
US unemployment was almost 
20%.  In 1944 it was barely 1%. 
Everybody knows World War 
II ended the Great Depression: 
but it is worth remembering that 
it wasn’t the slaughter of civil-

ians or the destructions of cities 
that reinvigorated the global 
economy, but rather the massive 
fiscal stimulus of government 
borrowing. Had we borrowed 
and spent as much on building 
schools, homes and roads as we 
did on defeating the Axis pow-
ers, the economic effect would 
have been even greater.  The 
advantage of military Keynes-
ianism is political: conservatives 
who loathe government spend-
ing are able to overcome their 
distaste when it comes to war.

The second, during the post 
war Golden Age, was rising 
salaries. Between 1950 and 1970, 
the average American worker 
saw his real wages double: since 
then, they have barely gone up 
at all. Back then, productivity 
improvements translated almost 
immediately into wage gains. As 
workers’ wages went up, so did 
consumer spending. Productiv-
ity increases meant each worker 
was able to make more stuff. 
Wage increases meant he was 
able to afford to buy it. Adver-
tising transformed luxuries into 
necessities. Productivity gains 
combined with wage hikes gave 
the Golden Age the greatest GDP 
growth the world has ever seen.

In our most recent era, from 
1982 until the financial crisis, the 
engine of economic expansion 
was ever increasing levels of 
private debt. After Reagan and 

Thatcher, median wages stopped 
going up, even as productivity 
maintained its inexorable rise. 
With wages stagnant, only by 
taking on more debt were con-
sumers able to keep spending 
enough to buy all they produced. 
As long as banks were happy to 
lend, the economy managed to 
grow (albeit much more slowly 
than during the Golden Age) 
and the party could go on. But 
after the financial crisis, both 
household’s willingness to incur 
more debt and bank willingness 
to lend contracted, leaving us 
with the stagnant economy we 
are trapped in today.

These three old methods of 
stimulating demand have passed 
their sell by dates. Global war 
would reinvigorate the econo-
my, but at an unbearable cost. 
Rising wages, unfortunately, are 
unlikely, with more and more of 
us replaceable by robots, soft-
ware or much cheaper foreign 
workers. And higher levels of 
debt not only increase inequal-
ity, they also engender financial 
instability. What is to be done?

Every year, technological 
progress allows us to make more 
goods and services with fewer 
inputs of labour and capital. As 
consumers, this is wonderful. 
We can buy better and cheaper 
goods than ever before.  As 
workers, however, productivity 
increases threaten our jobs. As 

we need fewer workers to make 
the same amount of stuff, more 
of us become redundant. And it 
is likely to get worse. The rise of 
the robots may eliminate 47% 
of existing jobs within the next 
two decades. Unfortunately, 
even though a robot can make 
an iPhone, it cannot buy one. If 
we are hurtling towards a post 
scarcity future, only a Basic 
Income Guarantee can ensure 
sufficient demand to keep the 
global economy ticking over.

It is not just the poor that 
profit. The rich get exactly the 
same payment, in the form of a 
tax cut.  Corporations also win. 
With more money in consumers’ 
pockets, sales increase, raising 
profits. And since firms no longer 
need provide a living wage, la-
bour costs could go down, which 
would give employers reason to 
hire. Meanwhile, workers, with 
a guaranteed income, no matter 
what, will have the freedom to 
tell an unreasonable boss to “take 
this job and shove it.” These ben-
efits suggest that a Basic Income 
Guarantee could command con-
siderable support from diverse 
sectors. But these are all merely 
side benefits of the BIG.

If technological progress con-
tinues to eliminate jobs, the Basic 
Income Guarantee may well 
be only way we will be able to 
maintain demand in a post-work 
future. 

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange 
Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.

lawrence@hotmail.co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.
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T
he Basic Income Guar-
antee (BIG) is back in 
the news. The Finns are 
considering implement-

ing it, as are the Swisse replacing 
all means tested benefits with 
a simple grant to every citizen, 
giving everyone enough money 
to survive. Unlike most current 
benefits programmes, it is not 
contingent on being worthy or 
deserving or even poor. Every-
body gets it, you, me, Rupert Mur-
doch, the homeless man sleeping 
under a bridge. Last seriously 
proposed by Richard Nixon in 
1969, more and more economist 
and bloggers are suggesting that 
the Basic Income Guarantee may 
ultimately be the salvation of 
capitalism.  The BIG will eliminate 
poverty, lessen inequality, and 
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T
he inequality cre-
ated by lack of af-
fordable housing 
in Nigeria places a 
moral obligation on 

all housing stakeholders to use 
every tool at their disposal to 
find solutions to providing ac-
cess to sustainable and afford-
able housing finance.

Nigeria has huge housing 
burden with an unchanging 
deficit estimated at 17 million 
units. It also has low home-
ownership level put at a little 
above 10 percent. All these 
easily find explanation in the 
country’s mortgage system 
that has remained a fledgling, 
liquidity-squeezed and unable 
to fund even low cost housing.

The coming of the Nigerian 
Mortgage Refinance Company 
(NMRC), a secondary mort-
gage institution that is private 
sector-driven with the public 
purpose of developing the pri-
mary and secondary mortgage 
markets by raising longterm 
funds from the domestic capi-
tal market as well as foreign 
markets for providing acces-
sible and affordable housing in 
Nigeria, was aimed to address 
this problem.

Government’s attempts at 
addressing the country’s hous-
ing problem with the establish-

Liquidity as moral burden 
on mortgage system

Talking Mortgage

(08037156969, chukuroko@yahoo.com)

with

CHUKA UROKO
ment of both the Federal Mort-
gage Bank of Nigeria (FMBN) 
and National Housing Fund 
(NHF) to provide low interest 
rate mortgage for people to 
build or buy houses, have been 
anything but successful.

But the last two years have 
seen spirited efforts by the 
new refinance company to not 
only reposition the country’s 
mortgage sector, but also to 
break down barriers to home 
ownership by providing li-
quidity, affordability, acces-
sibility and stability to the 
housing market.

The company has the vision 
to be the dominant housing 
partner in Nigeria by providing 
liquidity and access to afford-
able housing finance and, in 
line with that, it has come out 
with ambitious and innovative 
initiatives aimed to improve 
mortgage market transactions 
and also fast-track affordable 
housing delivery.

When the company was es-
tablished, the mandate given to 
it was to promote wider spread 
of home ownership, accessibil-
ity and affordability which 
explains the setting up of what 
it  calls ‘Housing/Mortgage Mar-
ket Information Portal (MMIP)’ 
aimed to enable it to gather data 
for intelligence and profiling of 

federal, states civil servants and 
informal sectors (off-takers) for 
affordable housing.

This is an effective policy 
and decision making tool on 
land allocation, infrastructure 
and concessions and, accord-
ing to Charles Inyangete, the 
company’s CEO, “MMIP enables 
decision on creating polycen-
tric cities in order to decongest 
major urban centres”. The pilot 
implementation of this initia-
tive was already taking place 
in six cities including Abuja, 
Lagos, Kano, Bauchi, Enugu, 
Port Harcourt.

Another initiative the com-
pany has come up with is the 
NMRC Mortgage Market Sys-
tem (MMS) which  is a transfor-
mational change that integrates 
the entire housing market, cov-
ering construction finance, pri-
mary and secondary mortgage.

The system which is avail-
able to all players in the housing 
industry has the benefit of re-
moving duplications of effort in 
gathering data and documents; 
improving the turnaround time, 
reducing the cycle time of trans-
actions and helping in making 
homes more affordable.

Described as a world class 
system that brings all players 
in the mortgage and housing 
market into a centralised tech-

nology ecosystem, MMS allows 
a systematic market to operate 
and concentration of activities 
to take place.

What the system seeks to 
achieve, besides bringing cred-
ibility and attracting investors 
to the mortgage market, is also 
to let players and sundry in-
dividuals know what is going 
on in the market. “People come 
here asking about the market 
but they cannot get verifiable 
and dependable information”, 
said Inyangete, noting that the 
system creates a marketplace 
where there is information 
flow and people can see what 
is going on.

The system is a national mar-
ket that is not only about mort-
gage but also the entire housing 
finance and so “the new system 
allows us to see the pipeline 
projects and know who is bring-
ing what to the market, and as 
refinancers, it also allows us to 
time and determine when to go 
to the market to raise bonds.

 MMS also allows market op-
erators to track all the activities 
within the construction indus-

try. With it they can see which 
developer is doing what and in 
which location. It also allows 
them to begin to compare prices 
and know which property is be-
ing sold and in which location. 
This way, the developers will 
begin to be more competitive 
in the way they do their thing.

For the mortgage banks, 
the new system allows them 
to begin to manage their own 
systems by themselves us-
ing the uniform underwriting 
standards which NMRC has 
produced and, with that, they 
can evaluate their applications 
based on the underwriting 
standard.

It is hoped that the use of 
these systems, especially the 
MMIP, for federal and state 
governments mortgage asset 
registry will reduce cost of 
homeownership; eliminates 
breaks in the chain of title; 
improve hard naira savings on 
each loan for homeowners and 
lenders, and reveal identity of 
servicer and investor available 
to homeowners via phone or 
internet.

Certificate of Occupancy versus the Deed of 
Sublease: What the house owner should know (2)

Property 
Logic
With Akhigbe Dominic

Continued from last edition…

T
his is the scenario; the 
land upon which a por-
tion was excised and 
built for the client has a 

Global Certificate of Occupancy 
which itself is a form of “LEASE” 
From the governor of the state 
for 99 years in line with the Land 
Use Act of 1982. In Law; no one 
gives what he does not have. 
Therefore; it would be trite for 
the developer to have given a 

Certificate of Occupancy from 
a Certificate of Occupancy. This 
threw up a lot of issues between 
the Client and the Property 
developer such that some parts 
of the deal were called off as a 
result. The counsel successfully 
registered it in the mind of the 
client that the reason for a Deed 
of Sublease was very question-
able. In his further opinion; a 
Deed of Sublease is as good as 
Rental Agreement which in his 
evaluation is akin to making 
his client a Tenant as against an 
owner. Since then, a lot of need-
less energies has been dissipated 
in pursuing legally unrealizable 
reliefs. This is the result of the 
very shallow knowledge of 
the Learned friend in Property 
generally and Conveyances spe-
cifically. It saves a lot of energy 
when a round peg is put in the 
round hole. I became very help-
less in the circumstance since I 
found myself not in a position to 
assert certain issues. The Client, 

who lives offshore and related 
to me from a sensitive angle has 
told me in very clear terms many 
more times than once that this 
lawyer never deceived her. She 
said he was the best and most 
honest lawyer she ever met. I 
have no problems with that. The 
truth is; the ignorance of this 
counsel in this field has tended 
to rubbish genuine intentions 
and created avoidable tempers. 
In view of this very unfortunate 
experience and in response to 
the series of private enquiries 
from readers; I have decided to 
present the distinctions between 
the Certificate of Occupancy 
and the Deed of Sublease in the 
simplest manner within my 
reach. Kindly take a look at the 
short table below; though it’s 
not exhaustive, but it’s highly 
informative and it is intended 
to show the relevance and the 
slight differences between the 
Certificate of Occupancy and the 
Deed of Sublease:

CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY DEED OF SUBLEASE
Issued by the Governor pursuant Given by a Holder of Certificate
to the Land Use Act of 1978.  of Occupancy who decides to 
 excise a part of the property to
  a new owner & the new holder 
 goes to perfect (register) it at  
 Lands in the State Registry for  
 effect.

Valid for 99 years from issuance Valid for the unexpired period
date  of the certificate of occupancy
  which forms the Root Title
  
Renewable after 99 years by the Renewable upon the renewal  
governor on terms. of the root title (the C of O) on  
 terms

Transferable by a Deed Transferable by a Deed

From the foregoing, you can see that the Deed of Sublease is not a 
lesser title than the Certificate of Occupancy. It is share ignorance to 
insist that an individual or body corporate can originate a Certificate 
of Occupancy from a Global Certificate of Occupancy. Next time you 
need to buy that property or process that Housing document, en-
sure you get only an expert whose hands are on deck in the field of 
Conveyances and Perfection. At this; you would have saved yourself 
needless heart ache!
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‘Photography is a big business 
and has created jobs for many’

T
ell us about the just 
concluded The Now 
Collectives photogra-
phy conference?

The Now Collec-
tives was inspired by other such 
conferences I have attended in 
the United States and elsewhere, 
such as Fearless Photographers, 
which have proved to birth 
skills, define careers and produce 
some of the industry’s icons. It 
was born out of a need to bring 
photographers together to in-
spire, motivate and empower 
them. It was more of an effort to 
cause some kind of change in the 
way we view photography and 
how people take their photos in 
Nigeria. I noticed that even on 
social media many Nigerians 
follow a lot of Western photog-
raphers, dropping comments and 
sharing a lot of their work. Since 
I have the privilege of knowing 
most of these Western photog-
raphers, I thought it would be 
nice to bring them to Africa to 
educate, inspire and also mo-
tivate our photographers. The 
market in Nigeria in terms of 
photography is really very low 
and we want to change that; we 
want to take it up to a standard 
where instead of us looking at 
the western people, they look 
at Africa. That is why I brought 
that into Nigeria. 

The Now Collectives is not 
just a conference to do and 
go away, it is a conference to 
come back and make impact in 
people’s lives. It is also to build 
a community, which is very 
important and that’s where we 
are going. We pray it will move 
to the next level where even 
the government will be part of 
it to make it a bigger thing, not 
just a Nigerian but an African 
thing such that people in Ghana, 
Zimbabwe, Kenya, Morocco, and 
so on would want to come to 
Nigeria. When we bring them 
to Nigeria, it creates an impact in 
that we have foreigners coming 
in and bringing money to spend. 
I can tell you the speakers at 
the last conference spent quite 
some money while they were 
here. That money will stay and 
circulate within this economy, 
creating more opportunities for 
everyone.

 Looking back at the confer-
ence, can you say the aim was 
achieved?

I would happily say yes, the 
aim was achieved with the feed-
back we have got so far. What 
we did after the conference was 

BusinessInterview

to create a feedback form for at-
tendees including those for the 
masterclass. We also created a 
feedback form for the speakers. 
I would say impact was made in 
two ways: on the attendees and 
on the speakers; most of them re-
ally want to come back. I just got 
an email from one of the speakers 
saying she would be happy to 
sponsor people from Zimbabwe 
to come to Nigeria. Of course, 
the conference is open not just 
to Nigerians but also to Africans 
in general. For this first outing we 
had people come in from Camer-
oon. Everybody was excited. A lot 
of people cried, they didn’t want 
it to end, people were even ask-
ing us to extend it to three days, 
but two days I feel is enough. 
We made a lot of impact. If you 
go on our Instagram page, the 
comments speak for themselves.

 How do you see the pho-
tography landscape in Nigeria 
vis-a-vis the UK where you 
currently live?

The difference I see is that in 
the western world there is an as-
sociation of photographers; they 
love to collaborate and they do 
collaborations. They have things 
like secret Facebook page where 
photographers come to critique 
one another. In Africa, particu-
larly Nigeria, there is no associa-
tion. A problem I’ve seen here is 

ego; everyone has an ego, no one 
wants to collaborate with the 
other. Collaboration for me is the 
main key of success, but in Africa 
we don’t like to collaborate, we 
like hiding ourselves. People 
seem to think, ‘I don’t want them 
to see my work; I don’t want 
people to comment about my 
work, my work is good.’ We just 
go about claiming, ‘I’m the best.’ 
So, I would say collaboration is 
what is missing in Nigeria and 
Africa. But as time goes, we will 
achieve that.

 What about quality of work?
During the conference every-

one was blown away with the 
work of some of the speakers. 
Everyone thought they used the 
best cameras. It is not about cam-
era, it is all about understanding 
what equipment you have at the 
moment and creating what you 
can create. So, quality of work, 
I would say we are doing well, 
but we can be better. A lot of 
Nigerians have invested in good 
cameras thinking that would 
change the quality of work; it 
wouldn’t, it is about how we see 
things. We don’t see things the 
way the westerners see things, 
and that’s why we are in love 
with their work. If they come 
here and shoot what we shoot 
here, we would be in love with 
what they shoot. The eyes have 

to be trained. But we are getting 
there.

 How long have been shoot-
ing photos, how did it start, and 
how has the journey been?

I’ve been shooting since 2010. 
I used to be a salesperson for a 
camera company called Olym-
pus in the UK. I sold a lot of 
cameras and so got a free one. 
When I got the camera, I went 
on the streets of London and 
started taking pictures. I had 
the privilege of working with 
Kola Abayomi, a very amazing 
photographer. I got inspired by 
taking pictures on the streets 
with him. At a point I felt I 
needed to change my camera, 
which I did. Thereafter I started 
taking pictures in church; the 
demand for shooting weddings 
started coming. I had a lot of 
friends who moved abroad and 
when it was time for them to 
get married, they gave me op-
portunity to shoot. I did a lot of 
free work. I went to America, 
shot a friend’s wedding for free. 
He had a photographer already 
that he paid about $7,000, I did 
a free job but at the end of the 
day he preferred my work to the 
one he paid for. That was what 
gave me more opportunities to 
start shooting weddings around 
the world. Since then I’ve been 
growing and I’m still growing. 

Most of the speakers that came 
for the conference have made 
impact in my life as well. Some-
where along the way I travelled 
to as far as Nicaragua to meet a 
guy name Mauricio, I attended 
his masterclass in Romania and 
he encouraged me. In Romania 
I met some other amazing guys 
who encouraged and advised me 
as well. I learnt from Ben Chris-
man, Mauricio’s boss, as well. I 
attended his master-class. I have 
travelled around to attend mas-
terclasses. By 2015 I spent about 
$15,000 attending masterclasses 
to change my style of photogra-
phy and it has helped me to be 
who I am today. I’m still learning.

 There are a lot of people who 
carry cameras about but cannot 
truly be called photographers. 
What can they do become pho-
tographers?

What they can do, I think, is 
that if they find someone they 
like their work, they should drop 
the ego thing and go to the guy 
and say, ‘Look, I like your work, 
how can you impact me? Can I 
join you when you’re working 
on something? Can I shadow 
you?’ There are so many things 
you can do, but everyone wants 
money. As I keep saying, you 
have to do it for free first before 
you start making money. It takes 
a lot. Some people have worked 
for 10 years and never made 
money but in the 11th year the 
guy they worked for remem-
bered them and blessed them. So, 
if you want to seek knowledge, 
look for a guy that is good, speak 
to him, tell him to mentor you, 
work with him; if he goes for a 
job, be there, help him carry his 
bag. That was what I did with 
Kola Abayomi. It’s very impor-
tant. Find someone you like his 
work, shadow the person, learn 
from him, and be whatever you 
want to be through that person.

 How lucrative is photogra-
phy as a business?

Photography is a big business. 
George Oshodi’s photo of an Afri-
can king wearing a dress that has 
the print of Queen Elizabeth sold 
for over €20,000 in Europe. In 
2014, Australian landscape pho-
tographer Peter Lik’s “Phantom”, 
which was captured at Arizona’s 
Antelope Canyon, was sold to a 
private collector for $6.5 million, 
making it the most expensive 
photo ever sold. The record was 
previously held by Andreas 
Gursky’s “Rhein II”, which sold 
for $4.3 million back in 2011. So, 
photography is a big thing. It has 
opened doors for a lot of people 
not to be sleeping on the streets. 
Photography has changed lives; it 
has created plenty of small busi-
nesses as well.

 Tell us about your inspira-
tion in the industry.

Bayo Omoboriowo inspires 
me a lot. Bayo has inspired and 
is still inspiring most of us. It has 
got to the point that if I need 
advice, the first person I call is 
Bayo. He has made impact in 
the lives of many photographers 
in Nigeria, and he has inspired 
me to do more. I also look up to 
George Oshodi, TY Bello, and a 
number of others.

Between June 13 and 14, 2017, The Now Collectives (TNC) photography conference gathered internationally-acclaimed 
photographers from around the world in Lagos to connect with, inspire and motivate African photographers. Segun Olotu, 
UK-based multiple award-winning photographer and convener of the conference, spoke with CHUKS OLUIGBO, assistant 
editor, on the impact of the conference, photography as a profession, and future plans. Excerpts:

Segun Olotu
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Nigerian Breweries Plc, is deepening its commitment on backward integration and this has 
led to its partnership with Psaltry International Company Limited, indigenous passion-driven 
producer of starch. Daniel Obi reports on this partnership that is leading to economic growth.

Backward Integration

I
n the last two years, Bu-
hari’s government has 
consciously or instinctive-
ly really deepened the re-
sponsiveness of manufac-

turers in Nigeria on backward 
integration. Experts describe 
backward integration as the 
process in which a company 
purchases its raw materials lo-
cally or produces segments of 
its supply chain internally.

For a country that has for 
several years depended on im-
portation of almost all its needs, 
switching to local raw materials 
by the companies is not coming 
easy for them. However, some 
of them are determined to even 
increase the percentage of their 
local raw materials because of 
the long term benefits to them 
and the nation.

For long, unfortunately, 
there was high penchant for 
foreign-made goods and this as-
sisted to develop the exporting 
countries, put pressure on Nige-
ria’s external reserves in addi-
tion to other attendant conse-
quences.

But the renewed drive there-
fore by some companies  to 
source their raw material local-
ly is informed by some factors 
including naira devaluation, 
scarcity of forex and the need 
to develop Nigerian economy 
and improve employment rate.

As these manufacturing 
companies are focused on their 
core mandate operation, some 
of them have decided to part-
ner with local producers of 
their input. This has great ad-
vantage for Nigeria’s economy, 
its agriculture sector, external 
reserve and employment.

Psaltry/ NBL partnership
For instance, Nigerian Brew-

eries which has so far achieved 
upto 55 per cent local content is 
a heavy user of starch as input 
in its beer production. The mul-
tinational company is presently 
partnering with Psaltry Inter-
national Company Limited, 
producers of high grade starch 
for supply of starch.

Psaltry, located in remote 
Alayide Village, Ado-Awaye, 
Iseyin Local Government, Oyo 
State is an indigenous agro al-
lied company established in 
2005 to market cassava produce 
but later expanded its business 
line to include farm develop-
ment and production of food 
grade starch from cassava. The 

NBL, Psaltry partnership: A big revelation 
of backward integration program

ing to Olowokere is interested 
in strengthening and expanding 
its local business activities and 
market share in Nigeria, partic-
ularly in the local procurement 
of cassava-based inputs; and 
therefore has identified Psaltry, 
as a supplier of high-quality cas-
sava starch.

The partnership ordinarily 
guarantees Psaltry ready mar-
ket for its product. It also guaran-
tees NBL and other companies’ 
sustainable local source of raw 
material. What this translates 
into is that Psaltry can increase 
its capacity, employ more Nige-
rians and the workforce is en-
sured sustainable employment. 
The partnership also enables 
the rural farmers to increase 
their farming tempo and hect-
ares and also guarantees them 
ready market for their cassava 
produce which improves their 
livelihood. At the end, Nigeria’s 
GDP is increased. Presently 
Psaltry employs over 300 staff.

Olowokere added that what 
this partnership also means is 
that NBL dependency on forex 
for foreign substitutes reduces. 
“We also want to win with Ni-
geria. We are contributing to 
make Nigeria better and con-
tribute to distributive income”.

Crucial government support 
for SMEs needed

In Iseyin town, Psaltry is like 
a government on its own.  It is 
providing its own water and 
road. It is in the process of pro-
viding its own electricity. The 
loyalty from its over 400 out-
growers farmers is a source of 
security for the company.  In 
Nigeria, SMEs who find it ex-
tremely difficult to access loans 
still create their enabling envi-
ronment. This has been difficult 
for most of them to break even. 
According to Yemisi, companies 
with vision and are sited in ru-
ral communities should enjoy 
tax rebate because they have 
to provide infrastructure them-
selves to stay in operation.

Psaltry is a revelation to Ni-
geria. Imagine replicating Psal-
try model in different sectors 
and in different local govern-
ments in Nigeria, the impact to 
the national economy, employ-
ment and GDP would be huge. 
What is primarily needed is en-
trepreneurs’ passion, but more 
importantly banks and govern-
ment support. Nigeria can really 
lift backward integration from 
talk shop to action.

CEO of the company, Yemisi 
Iranloye told BusinessDay that 
the company was primarily 
established to elevate the busi-
ness of farming in rural areas 
by creating a production value 
chain for farm produce using 
innovative processes.

Today, Psaltry is manufac-
turing starch which feeds NBL, 
Nestle and some other compa-
nies. She revealed that more 
companies like Unilever, May 
and Baker are coming on board. 
Psaltry increased its 20ton per 
day production in 2012 to 30 
tons/ per day in 2015 to meet 
more customer demands. It has 
50 ton installed capacity. Out 
of the present production, NBL 
alone takes 60 percent of Psal-
try output while Nestle takes 
30 percent. Other companies 
share the remaining percent. 
This simply suggests that the 
company has already existing 
yawning market for its product.

Constant supply of cassava              
The establishment of Psal-

try in remote village in Iseyin 
is strategic for Yemisi. Initially, 
Yemisi who was also cultivat-
ing yam and cassava joined the 
rural farmers to travel long dis-
tance of about 60 kilometers to 
sell their farm produce to some 
of the starch producing compa-
nies in the city. In the process, 
most of the produce goes bad 
and the value is reduced.

“At that time most of the fac-
tories engaged in starch produc-
tion, were all in the cities. And 
the farmers had the trouble 
to transport cassava that is 70 
percent water all the way from 
rural environment to the cities 

on a very bad road. Iseyin is one 
of the biggest cassava growing 
environments in Nigeria. My 
interest was to close the gap”, 
Yemisi said.

When she established the 
factory to manufacture starch 
in that village with funding 
from First Bank, the negative 
story changed. All the inde-
pendent farmers therefore 
had closer market to sell their 
produce as she uses measuring 
scale to give the farmers confi-
dence. Not only that, to ensure 
sustainability of cassava as raw 
material, Yemisi created a sup-
ply chain involving up to 5,000 
farm families which include 
registered and unregistered out 
grower farm families, market-
ers, the labourers, the traders, 
the transporters and retail input 
suppliers.

Apart from providing mech-
anised system of farming in-
stead of  hoe and cutlass used by 
the aging farmers, Psaltry  also 
partnered with an NGO to train 
the farmers on farming tech-
niques. “We were providing 
training and giving them trac-
tors. The problem was that the 
farmers were old and they were 
tired of using hoe and cutlass. 
Therefore, we provided mecha-
nisation. We started working 
with them. Instead of doing one 
acre farmland, now they are do-
ing 10 -15 acres and this is more 
money for them. We saw loy-
alty from the farmers”, Yemisi 
who avoided buying aso-ebi for 
parties to see her dream grow 
said.

“When we built the factory, 
Nestle came. The company was 

the first customer.  Two months 
after, NBL came on board. 
When NBL came in, it was an 
interesting partnership.  NBL 
partnership was more of devel-
opmental. We were young and 
needed support and the first 
thing NBL did was to provide 
that support for us. The com-
pany linked us up with an or-
ganisation that took up the bur-
den of training farmers”. Today 
more young people have joined 
in the farming business. Yemisi 
farm provides about 15 percent 
input to her factory while out-
growers farmers supply about 
80 percent. Psaltry has also built 
a house in each of 10 farming 
communities where farmers 
who came from far towns could 
sleep for a few days before trav-
elling back.

She added that the compa-
ny’s asset base is about $5mil-
lion and the company alone 
has saved the nation more than 
$7million in forex in the past 
two years.

Significance of the partner-
ship to NBL,  Psaltry, economy

Indeed, Nigerian Breweries is 
consolidating its drive on back-
ward integration. Recently, the 
Governor of Ogun State, Ibikun-
le  Amosun  gave NBL pat on the 
back for achieving up to 55 per-
cent local content in its produc-
tion and encouraged them to in-
crease the percentage. And this 
is what NBL wants to achieve 
by partnering Psaltry.

When some journalists vis-
ited Psaltry recently, Patrick 
Olowokere, NBL’s Manager, 
Corporate Communications 
and Brand Public Relations ex-
plained that the company is 
actually consolidating its local 
sourcing of inputs for its op-
erations and has fast-tracked its 
plan to attain 60 per cent local 
input sourcing by 2018.

Olowokere also said that the 
strategy is to identify more indi-
viduals and organisations that 
can produce ancillary products 
as inputs for NBL business.

“These organisations will be 
supported with necessary lo-
gistics and guarantee of a ready 
market for their products. These 
value chain models have been 
successfully experimented in 
the areas of packaging develop-
ment value chain, sorghum de-
velopment value chain and cas-
sava development value chain 
model”.

Nigerian Breweries, accord-
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…A glimpse into the word of Titi Omoighe
Modern Interpretations
OBINNA EMELIKE

O
n a typical visit to 
an artifact shop or 
museum, one is of-
ten impressed with 
the sheer creativ-

ity on display. Even when you 
are fortunate to meet the art-
ists who created the wonder-
ful artworks, it also difficult 
to really know what inspires 
their great works, as most 
cannot really say a particular 
thing that inspire their creative 
ingenuity.

However, one visual artist 
has taken time to unveil her 
inner workings. Titi Omoighe, 
an emerging Nigerian female 
painter, is offering a rare 
glimpse into her world and 
showcasing the inner work-
ings of her mind with an exhi-
bition of 34 paintings.

The exhibition, which she 
tagged, Modern Interpretations 
comes in three main themes. 
The first is Recent Works that 
show her ability to take risks 
and exploration of new tech-
niques and subjects. The next is 
Hunter Series, which is inspired 
by D.O. Fagunwa’s book “Og-
boju Ode ninu Igbo Irunmale”, 
translated into English by Wole 
Soyinka as ‘Forest of a Thou-
sand Daemons’. The final theme, 
Tradition & Culture focuses on 
the way of life of the African 
people, while also exploring 
the indigenous and focusing 
on different groups, values and 
cultures.

Fresh on the heels of the Ni-
gerian art community celebrat-
ing the country’s first pavilion 
at the Venice Art Biennale in 
Italy, Titi Omoighe’s Modern 
Interpretations is an exhibi-
tion of sophisticated mod-
ernist paintings. The exhibi-
tion, which is curated by SMO 
Contemporary Art at Temple 
Muse in Victoria Island, La-
gos, offers a rare perspective 
on traditional African forms 
from a little known academic 
whose interpretation of tradi-
tional philosophy, literature, 
and cultural identity, shows a 
refreshing maturity and nu-
anced artistic breadth.

Omoighe’s recent works 
show her exploring abstract 
techniques using splashes and 
dribbles of color, reminiscent 
of Jackson Pollock’s style, and 
drawing on her fascination 
with water based pigments 
and the linear features on 
traditional textiles, pottery 
and wall paintings, while her 
earlier works are more impres-
sionistic.

Titi’s canvases illustrate the 
tale of a group of hunters as 
they journey through an en-

chanted forest on a quest to 
save humanity. She draws 
deeply from the fantastical 
world of Yoruba mythology 
and translates them into vi-
brant paintings with elongated 
human forms. 

“Titi’s canvases reflect both 
the physical action of charac-
ters in search of higher mean-
ing while engulfed in “other-
worldly” adventure, as well as 
deftly draws us into the emo-
tional and spiritual landscapes 
of memory, longing and rev-

elation,” said Sandra Mbanefo 
Obiago, the exhibition’s curator.

Modern Interpretations pro-
vides a fresh perspective on 
traditions in which the “Afri-
can essence” and way of life 
is presented through nuanced 
indigenous symbols. Titi’s fas-
cination with Nigeria’s ancient 
Benin Kingdom in Edo State, 
shows an insightful analysis of 
complex philosophy and forms. 
Following Titi’s lines, you will 
recognize a gesture or scene, the 
mysterious pose of a transcen-
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dental masquerade, the royal 
gaze of a king on his subjects, 
the repose of a hunter after the 
kill, or the complex rules and 
rites of traditional youth groups 
vis-a-vis the hierarchy of elders 
and indigenous social systems.

“If Titilayo follows in the foot-
steps of the Abstract Expres-
sionists, she takes their ideas 
in a new direction, imbuing 
them with a distinctly personal 
flavor and African subject mat-
ter,” comments Dr. Jean Bor-
gatti, consulting curator of the 

Fitchburg Art Museum in the 
United States, and Professor at 
the University of Benin, where 
Omoighe is currently pursuing 
her doctoral studies. 

Titi Omoighe is an academic 
with the soul of a dreamer. 
After graduating in 1989 with 
an HND in Fine Art from the 
Yaba College of Technology, she 
worked for over 20 years as a 
set designer for the National 
Television Authority in Lagos 
and Abeokuta. In 2013, she 
returned to her alma matter 
“Yaba Tech”, considered one of 
Nigeria’s leading art schools, 
to teach drawing and paint-
ing.  Omoighe admits being 
influenced by the College’s 
most famous faculty, renowned 
artist Professor Yusuf Grillo, a 
pioneer member of the legend-
ary Zaria Art Society, and one of 
the most important influencers 
of Nigerian contemporary art.  

“Titi is a hunter and she is 
really catching what she aims 
at. Her works are very deep, in-
teresting, beautiful, thoughtful 
and very mature”, commented 
Professor Yusuf Grillo on seeing 
her exhibition pieces.

“Titi’s works are sophisticated 
and have a global appeal,” con-

cluded Avi Wadhwani, CEO of 
Temple Muse, an avant-garde 
design space and Lagos creative-
hub. “We are delighted to pres-
ent an emerging artist with 
strong historical sensibility, 
who is able to present Nigeria’s 
rich culture through a finely 
honed, fresh creative voice, 
which many have never heard 
before.” 

The exhibition, which opened 
on June 3, 2017 is sponsored by 
Moet Hennessey and runs until 
August 30, 2017.  
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Filmmakers will begin to enjoy dividends from their 
works, like their counterparts in the music sector

Ijebu Ode residents celebrate spectacular Ramadan with Glo holds Laffta Fest

B
ond Emeruwa, chair-
man, Audio-Visual 
Rights Society (AVRS) 
of Nigeria, made the 
disclosure during the 

second Annual General Meet-
ing of the society which held 
at the NAN Hall, National The-
atre, Iganmu, Lagos, recently.  
Emeruwa who urged members 
to exercise patience, promised 
that distribution of royalties ac-
crued to them would commence 
in about six months time.

The AVRS chief reiterated 
that the society was only li-
censed as a Collective Manage-
ment Organisation (CMO) about 
three years ago, and will soon 
start collecting money from us-
ers of their works.

“What is inarguable before us 
today is that AVRS since obtain-
ing certificate of approval from 
the Nigerian Copyright Commis-
sion (NCC) in October 2014 is yet 
to collect royalties from users 
of cinematograph films in the 
country”, he  explained.

Emeruwa further explained 
that this is not a shortcoming on 
the part of the AVRS manage-
ment, but a phase which a new 
society must go through.

According to him, “Setting 
up a Collective Management 
Organisation (CMO) anywhere 
in the world requires passing 
through seminal procedures 
during which careful steps and 
essential decisions are made for 
seamless operation afterwards.  
It is even more peculiar in the 
case of AVRS as we are one of 
the very few Audio-Visual Copy-
right management organisations 
in the world.  What this means 
is that there is little or no prece-
dence to follow. We have had to 
invent the wheel every step of 
the way. The existing copyright 
laws in some cases have also 

It was a felicitous end to the 
month-long Ramadan Fast 
in Ijebu Ode, Ogun State last 

Sunday as Globacom Nigeria’s 
foremost telecommunications 
brand held its flagship comedy 
show to entertain its subscribers 
in the city.

Colourfully dressed subscrib-
ers, including entire members 
of the same families, poured 
into Spectralinks Hall in Imo-
san end of the city to grace the 
much publicised show, which 
coincided with the end of the 
Ramadan fast.

The line-up of celebrated 
comedians who thrilled the au-
dience includes the sensational 
preacher/interpreter comic act, 
Still Ringing, made up of Ojo 
Ladipupo Daniel and Ogunsina 
Ayodeji Samuel, Port Harcourt-
based comedy rave, Arinze Baba, 
accomplished comics Acapella, 
Seyi Law, Gordons, and the don 
of comedy, Bright Okpocha, 
popularly called Basketmouth.

The audience had enormous 
fun listening to different shades 
of comedy from these talented 
stand-up comedians, even as 
the DJ filled the intervals with 

made it a little difficult for us 
to move forward at the desired 
pace. These are being worked 
out with the assistance of the 

pulsating music to complete the 
laughter mood.

While all the comedians re-
corded massive appreciation 
from the audience for their ef-
forts, the duo of Seyi Law and 
Acapella were especially out-
standing, as their joke selection 
resonated with the audience.

The subjects touched by Aca-
pella in his routine cut across pol-
itics, the economy and religion, 
while Seyi Law dwelt exten-
sively on his childhood, drawing 
humorous comparison between 
how parents corrected their 
children in the past and today. 
The audience, which included 
considerable number of parents 
and a handful of grandparents, 
connected with and thoroughly 
enjoyed the parenting jokes and 
responded with loud ovation.

Globacom’s National Sales 
Coordinator, Lagos/Ogun, Mr. 
Akeem Kazeem, in a short ad-
dress at the event, congratulated 
the company’s customers who 
are Muslims on the successful 
completion of the annual fast-
ing rite.

He noted that the company 
conceived and designed the pan 

Nigerian Copyright Commission 
and will soon be resolved”.

He informed members that 
the society is on the verge of 

consummating collection agree-
ments with the Hotels and Per-
sonal Employers Association 
of Nigeria (HOPESEA). He said 

high-flying show also provided 
a platform for promising stars 
to hone their skills and shine on 
a big stage. Outstanding among 
them include; MC Michael, 
Sweetmouth and MC Dannyboy.

Several categories of sub-
scribers were also celebrated 
and given gifts to take home. 
Subscribers who attended with 
all family members for instance 
were called up on stage and 

that demand notices, invoices 
and follow-up notices have been 
sent to over one thousand hotels 
and other right users in the last 
one year.

These, according to the AVRS 
boss, include Lagos State Barb-
ing-Hairdressing and Cosme-
tology Association (LABHCA); 
Broadcasting Organisation of Ni-
geria (BON); Luxury Bus Owners 
Association of Nigeria (LUBON) 
and other similar associations 
with whom earnest talks have 
commenced.

“We have no doubt, and 
soundly reassure you that we 
shall begin to collect in the very 
near future, and come the end of 
this year, we shall all have cause 
to smile,” he said.

One of the high points of the 
event was the introduction of the 
new management staff of AVRS, 
led by Olubunmi Fawole, the 
general manager/CEO. Others 
on the team include; Bukola Ad-
eyemi, Samuel Osaze,Temilade 
Akinwolere, Elizabeth Idoko and 
Godwin Okafor.

Among the questions raised 
were on the exit of Victor Nwo-
kocha, erstwhile general man-
ager, and the reason another 
election of new Board members 
was not conducted. Obi Ezeilo, 
head of Lagos Office, Nigerian 
Communication Commission 
(NCC) and representative of the 
director general of NCC at the 
event, noted that the election 
deferment was on the advice of 
the commission to allow the new 
association to stabilize before 
changing officers.

Other AVRS board members 
at the event include; former 
chairman, Mahmood Ali-Balo-
gun, Jide Kosoko, Aina Kushoro, 
Paddie Okao, Fidelis Duker, Tony 
Anih, Okey Ogunjiofor, Paul 
Okoli, and Nobert Ajaegbu.

Nigeria comedy show to reward 
its teeming subscribers for their 
support over the years. He as-
sured them that the company 
would not relent in fashioning 
new ways of enriching their 
lives through quality products 
and services, and also in engag-
ing them through live and de-
lightful entertainment platforms 
such as the Glo Laffta Fest show.

The Ijebu Ode edition of the 

given goody bags. So were win-
ners of dance competitions and 
quiz competitions.

In the female category of the 
dance competitions, Omolola So-
diq went home with the winning 
prize, while Mayowa Aladeyelu 
went home with the winning 
prize in the male category.

More excitement was added 
to the show by the presence of 
celebrity guests such as Bolaji 
Amusan more popularly known 
as Mr. Latin, Nollywood legend, 
Patience Ozokwor, and screen 
divas Mercy Johnson-Okojie 
and Ebube Nwagbo who co-
anchored the show.

The next destination of the 
show is Kaduna this Sunday. 
Other cities that will host the 
show in the weeks ahead include 
Awka, Ikeja, Ikorodu, FESTAC, 
Ajah, Asaba, Aba, Suleja, Kubwa, 
Ibadan, Port Harcourt, Abeoku-
ta, Lokoja, Makurdi and Anyigba.

To attend the show, Glo sub-
scribers are expected to use up to 
N2,000 credit within one month 
and text LOL with their preferred 
location to the short code 240; for 
example, “LOL Kaduna” to 240.

Bolanle Austen-Peters (l), founder, Terra Kulture, and Klint da Drunk, ace comedian and actor, at the recently 
concluded 2017 Nigerian Bar Association Section on Business Law conference in Lagos.
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AMAA rocks Kigali with nominees’ party
…as Lagos sets to host foremost African movie awards

Omotola’s Alter Ego premieres July 7th FNSB impacts the visually impaired

I
t was a long night of fun, 
camaraderie, swashbuckling 
on June 24, 2017 in Kigali, 
Rwanda when Africa Movie 
Academy Awards (AMAA) 

hosted Rwandan celebrities, busi-
ness executives and their Nige-
rian counterparts during the 2017 
AMAA Nominees party in the East 
African country.

The nominees’ party is a precur-
sor to the main awards, which will 
hold in Lagos on July 15, 2017 at the 
Eko Hotel Convention Centre, and 
it is being officially hosted by the 
Lagos State Government as part of a 
year-long celebration of Lagos at 50.

The Kigali party was opened by 
Arthur Nkusi, a Rwandan stand-up 
comedian, who wowed the ecstatic 
audience of revelers with his rib-
cracking jokes after which he called 
The Maestros, a Nigerian live band 
from the stable of Bolanle Austen-
Peters creative enterprise.

The crowd gyrated, sang along 
and danced to many popular hit 
songs from Nigerian pop stars 
performed by the band. It was a 
pulsating night of celebration of the 
nominees into all the categories of 
the continental awards.

The nominees were announced 
earlier in Kigali on May 15, 2017 by 
the Academy Jurors. According to 
Peace Anyiam-Osigwe, founder of 
the awards, the nomination party 
was a celebration of the progress 
and breakthrough that African film 
makers and those in Diaspora have 
made from when AMAA started in 

year 2005 and now. She noted that 
AMAA team also chose Kigali for the 
event to further promote the cultural, 
social and economic ties between 
Nigeria and Rwanda.

“In the spirit of African unity and 
oneness of the people of Africa, we 
came to Kigali for this event and it has 
been amazing the kind of support we 
got from the government of Rwanda 
and the relevant government agen-
cies. We got support from Rwanda 
Development Board and RwandAir. 
I cannot continue to say the level of 
cooperation and massive support 
we got from Frank Murangwa, CEO 
of Rwanda Convention Bureau and 
Belise Kariza, Rwanda Chief Tour-
ism Officer, who pulled in corporate 
sponsorship from MTN and other 
companies.

“We thank Raddison Blu and Con-
vention Centre for the support and 
Grand Legacy Hotel. Coming to Ki-
gali has been a great and humbling 
experience for us at AMAA and it 
further confirms Africans as brothers 
and sisters. I want to say thank you 
Rwanda and thank you to President 
Paul Kagame for the great work he is 
doing to transform this country.”

In his address, Murangwa under-
scored the importance of the event 
to the tourism development of his 
country and friendship between 
Nigeria and Rwanda.

He noted that the event has what 
cooperation between African coun-
tries can achieve for the continent 
and her people adding that his gov-
ernment looks forward to hosting the 

main AMAA awards whenever the 
organisers want.

“We are happy to see some of the 
great stars from Nigeria. We have 
started a relationship that will con-
tinue to grow. You have seen our 
beautiful country and the transfor-
mation that is happening. Rwanda 
is good for business. We are proud 
to describe our country as a country 
of 1000 hills and we welcome visi-

tors with 1000 smiles. We hope you 
have enjoyed your stay and we will 
be happy you come back for holidays 
and to do business in Rwanda’’, he said.

Ugandan music star, Ykee Banda 
also proved his status as a regional 
pop music star with his sterling 
performance. He sang his hit songs 
such as Nipe, featuring Urban Boys, 
Byonkola and Munakampala among 
other songs which Rwandans sang 

The premiere of the highly antici-
pated movie, Alter Ego has been 
slated for Friday, July 7, 2017 at 

Intercontinental Hotel, Lagos.
The movie, which has been gen-

erating attention and dominating 
conversation within and outside the 
entertainment circle, has been touted 
as a potential box-office record breaker. 
Alter Ego has been so rated for three 
major reasons; it is the comeback movie 
for leading Nollywood actress, Omotola 
Jalade-Ekeinde after a three year hiatus, 
the seeming sex scenes featuring Omo-
tola has set tongue wagging and the pro-
ducers went all out for the production 
that has been described by Omotola 
herself as ‘pushing the envelopes’.

“Alter Ego” is the story of successful 
law attorney, the beautiful Ada Igwe 
(Omotola Jalade Ekeinde), who has 
focused a substantial part of her law 
practice on seeing all sex offenders in 
the city, especially child molesters go 
to jail. Her penchant for punishment 
against sex offenders even goes be-
yond the four walls of the courtroom. 
Whenever she cannot get the Judges 
to imprison an offender, she finds other 
ways to punish him. She is a passionate 
law enforcement agent but that is just 
one side of her. The other Ada happens 
to be an extremely sexually active 
person who neither time nor place can 
stop her urges when they come to her.

The premiere, which has been billed 
for July 7, 2017 will be concert-like and 
have all the trappings of a world class 
event and a memorable after-party.

along with him with the accompany-
ing dance steps.

Earlier, the Nigerian delegation had 
a city tour around Kigali organised by 
Rwanda Tourism Agency.

The tour ended at the Kigali Me-
morial Centre, a museum built in 
memory of the victims of the 1994 
Genocide. Over 250,000 victims of 
the genocide were buried in a mass 
grave at the centre.

Speaking on the movie that is set 
to bring her back to the screen after 
three years, the actress said, “Alter Ego is 
amazing. For a very long time, I couldn’t 
find a script that appealed to me”.

“I got to a point in Nollywood and 
filmmaking where the more I went out 
of the country and mixed with my col-
leagues internationally, I began to un-
derstand how much people respected 
my brand and what they expected of 
me, because when you are back here 
you just get caught up in your normal 
stuff. You don’t really understand how 
big or should I say how much people 
expect of you, and so you are in your 
feelings.”

Every year you have someone asking 
me, “Omotola are you not doing movies 
again? Why are you not in movies?” 
but I said to myself until my find that 

Over 60 visually impaired 
students are currently 
benefiting from the skill 

acquisition programmes and 
trainings put up by the Fed-
eral Nigeria Society for the Blind 
(FNSB), a centre for rehabilitating 
and training visually impaired 
in Lagos.

Speaking during the annual 
Open Day ceremony of the Fed-
eral Nigeria Society for the Blind 
(FNSB), Asiwaju Fola Osibo, chair-
man, FNSB, said that the open 
day is an event where the society 
throw open the gates of the insti-
tute to the public.

Osibo said that the major objec-
tive of the event is for people to 
come see what the society is do-
ing and support the course, since 
it is fully philanthropic.

“We have facilities to train the 
students in various handicrafts 
like tie and dye, basket weaving, 
carpentry, shoe making, bead 
making, bag making, music and 
many more things.

 “We have the state-of-the arts 
workshop and a computer school 
where we train blind people on 
how to operate the computer. 
We also have brail machines and 
brail press where we convert text 
into brail. This is the best brail 
press in Lagos,” he added.

project. It doesn’t have to be a multi-
million naira project, but when I find 
that movie, that setup, that character 
that inspires me, I don’t mind even 
investing in it, but I will do it”.

And luckily, after three years or 
more, “Alter Ego” came along. I had to 
work with them on the script, but that 
was something there. I saw a crew for 
the first time. In a long time I haven’t 
seen that in Nollywood, everybody is 
kind of like set in their ways. But I saw 
these guys who are ready to just push 
boundaries, and I am ready with them”, 
she explained.

Alter Ego, which is produced by 
Sidomex Universal in conjunction with 
Sneeze Films, stars Omotola Jalade- 
Ekeinde, Wale Ojo, Kunle Remi, Bobby 
Obodo, Jide Kosoko, Sexy Steel, Gregory 
Ojefua and others.

“We invite the public to go 
round and see all the facilities we 
have on ground and our students’ 
works. We rehabilitate blind 
people here and provide training 
for them. By the time they finish, 
they can go out and be on their 
own,” Osibo said.

Nicolas Obot, principal of FNSB, 
said that visually impaired stu-
dents that come to the society 
have different experiences to 
share as their lives have been 
turned around because of the 
skills they acquired during the 
training.

“I discover that the students ap-
preciate what we are doing here 
that we have to force some of 
them to go back home when they 
are through with their training,” 
Obot said.

Speaking on the challenges 
facing the centre he said, “We 
have a challenge of finance. We 
spend 750,000 on only feeding 
monthly. The materials for teach-
ing are very expensive. Some of 
them do not even have money 
for school fees. We often go and 
solicit for fund to help pay their 
school fees.

“So we are soliciting that people 
help donate money and materials 
to facilitate the training of these 
visually impaired students.”
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GCGT SEASON 7 CROWNS Esther  Benyeogo is GCGT Season7 winner

Of Ultima Limited; its shows and MTN

O
n Saturday June 24, 2017, 
19 year old Esther Benyeogo 
was crowned Season 7 win-
ner of God’s Children Great 
Talent during a live televi-

sion broadcast of the grand finale at Eko 
Convention Centre. The singer received 
the grand prize of N250m worth manage-
ment contract, N10m cash along with a 
brand new Kia Rio which were presented 
by Pastor Idowu Iluyomade, Senior Pastor 
at City of David Parish, Pastor (Mrs) Siju 
Iluyomade, Chairperson, GCGT Board of 
Trustees, and Dr Herbert Wigwe, Chief 
Executive Officer of Access Bank and 
Founder of The How Foundation.

Esther Benyeogo thruimped over 
n i n e  o t h e r  f i n a l i s t s ,  J o s e p h  O d i , 
Damilare Bafunso, Anderson Peter, 
Deborah Oladipupo, Olawonuola Ke-
hinde, Sophia Albert, Goodluck Enoch, 
Nengi Jaja and Emmanuel Osahor in a 
keenly contested final that witnessed 
a display of exceptional showmanship 
on stage.

Esther, a fans’ favourite, has been a 
standout phenomenon in GCGT Sea-
son7 since her very first performance 
and through out the competition. Now 
as this season’s winner, Esther Benyeo-
go’s career is about to take off with a huge 
leap, thanks to the GCGT team which will 
be providing close guidance.

The two hour long live television broad-
cast on several national television stations 
on Saturday night was the final perfor-
mance of the season and last chance for 
the ten contestants to enchant the judges 
and audience with their performances. 
The event also featured highlights from 
the season’s several auditions as well 
as performances by Nikki Laoye, GCGT 
Season6 winner Onome Enakerakpor, 
Darey, Frank Edwards and Enitan Adaba.

The selection for a winner was a com-
bination of the GCGT7 judge’s’ scores 
and audience votes from which Esther 
Benyeogo emerged victorious.

 An emotional Esther was grateful for 
how far she has come giving all glory to 
God for being so faithful. “The journey has 
been long. Weeks of practice and focus 

Entertainment

Not a few Nigerians, especially the 
teeming followers of the most 
popular television family quiz 

programme, Who Wants To Be A Mil-
lionaire? were shocked when the host, 
Frank Edoho, announced that the Show 
would be temporarily rested because 
the sponsor, MTN Nigeria had pulled 
out. What has kept bothering the mind 
is how the management of MTN came 
to the conclusion that a programme 
which has stood by them through thick 
and thin and that has richly helped the 
brand to the extent that many Nigerians 
do not even know the difference between 
its producer and the sponsors could be 
dropped so suddenly. 

According to Ultima Stidious, in terms 
of its value, there are few programmes 
on television that can match WWTBAM. 
All over the globe it has been hailed as a 
quintessential mind builder, and in Ni-
geria, in addition to over N1 Billion the 
Show has given out, it has won all kinds 
of awards for its educational, intellectual, 
technical, and moral quality. Follow the 
show a little more closely, and see the 
careful nature of the questions, deliberately 

but in the end, it has been a blessing to re-
main in God’s grace. I thank Almighty God 
for helping me express my talent through 
GCGT and more importantly, making my 
light shine among thousands. Here I am, 
standing.” A cheerful Esther said.

The past weeks on God’s Children Great 
Talent showed us raw talents refined 
into skills, despair turned into hope with 
performances that blessed and inspired 
the hearts of many. According to rep-
resentative of the City of David Parish 
Pastor (Mrs) Sola David-Borha, “Together 
we have sung, danced, laughed and 
loved every moment of this season. We 
appreciate the support from The How 
Foundation, media partners, viewers and 
members of the production team for a 
successful season.”

God’s Children Great Talent, Africa’s 
biggest gospel talent show will return 
in 2018 for Season 8 discovering new 
talents between ages 5 and 20 years to be 
nurtured for God’s glory.

made so to edify the minds of the adults 
and the young. Not to talk about its annual 
editions tagged Who Deserves To Be A Mil-
lionaire? which enriches the impoverished, 
empowers the downtrodden and celebrates 
our icons.

However, some entertainment enthu-
siasts have taken solace in the fact that 
Project Fame West Africa(PFWA), another 
fantastic talent discovery Show from the 
stable of same producer being sponsored 
by MTN still remains. The reasons they 
are hopefully longing for it centre on two 
grounds:1)Just like WWTBAM, that PFWA 
is an international franchise is not the only 
issue but that it has become a sort of annual 
festival that Nigerian nay West African 
youths eagerly look forward to its arrival,2)
some of its products (alumni) are really stars 
in today’s contemporary entertainment 
industry and most importantly many 
are eagerly awaiting its 10th anniversary 
which was widely publicized while round-
ing off its Season 9 last year!

With the clamour by the admirers of the 
Show,Who Wants To Be A Millionaire? we 
can be hopeful that as Frank said: it would 
soon be back,bigger and better.

(L-R) Senior Pastor, RCCG City of David Parish, Pastor Idowu Iluyomade, Chairperson, GCGT Board 
of Trustees, Pastor Siju Iluyomade, GCGT Season 7 Winner, Esther Benyeogo, Doreen Wigwe and 
CEO Access Bank/ Founder, The How Foundation, Herbert Wigwe, during the grand finale of God’s 
Children Great Talent in Lagos.

Kola Oyeyemi of MTN, Aroma Ufodike (N10Million Winner) and Tunji Adebakin of Ultima Limited.
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‘Why I am pulling other widows 
out of widowhood fangs’

Can you tell us this 
your story? 
I was already inde-
pendent, I had re-
signed my job, I had 

a cake-baking business and 
was doing make-up at the time. 
When my husband passed on, 
I had to decide what one was 
giving the highest income. I 
realised it was the cake and 
pastry business. Just before 
he passed on, I had just moved 
the business out of my home 
(it was in my garage). Today, I 
have six workers.

I may not have much and 
some days you may not have 
any dime but I have a business 
of baking bread, pastry, and we 
cook food. Sometimes, the meal 
for the family can only come 
from the business.

If women actually have 
something they do, they will 
earn and give their kids a 
treat. People look at you and 
see what you are already do-
ing, they want to help. Tara 
Fela-Durotoye said it that we 
all have that talent in us, God 
did not leave us empty. When 
we give our energy with focus, 
it will give us something back. 
This is the philosophy I want 
to impart in these women. 
They should have a business-
orientation inclination.

My business has been a 
large source of support to me 
and my children. My son is 
now in secondary school and 
my business is paying the bills. 
I had set up those structures 
even while my husband was 
alive. My staff know what to do 
from morning till closing time; 
they update me even if am 
not there. By God’s grace, I am 
looking forward to launching 
out to expand. It’s all because I 
started before I became a wid-
ow. My message is, start now, 
start from where you are now.

The House of Tara you see 
today is a brand that started 
with e mere N15,000. Today, it 
employs close to 200 workers 
in 24 branches around Nigeria. 
Therefore, it is possible for 
women to start a business that 
is are scalable and that can go 
beyond them. That is what we 
preach.

    Can you expand on the 
concept of credibility of wid-
owhood, and if you think 
these entrepreneurial steps 
you preach can help boost 
this principle?

Only a widow can tell her 
story. When my husband 
passed away, I had anxiety 

and wanted to know whether 
I could carry the whole world 
on my head. I went through 
times. I had to decide whether 
to carry the burden on my face 
or to be forward-looking. I had 
to think about my children and 
how to be there for them.

We had a health talk here 
because health is one of the 
major issues that bring widows 
down. So, anybody who wants 
to help widows should start 
from their health needs. Some 
of them pick up sicknesses dur-
ing their husbands last days or 
through stress caring less about 
their own lives.

The most trying time in my 
life is when I became a widow. 
I never knew I would make it 

to be here to talk about these 
things. I thought I would die, 
in fact, I considered suicide. 
It was that bad. I looked at 
the children; who would take 
care of them? A doctor friend 
helped me through those pe-
riods; she drummed this into 
my head; the things you and 
your late husband did not 
accomplish, you are here to 
accomplish them. So, I picked 
up my life and first attended to 
my health. Loss of a husband 
destroys a woman, your body, 
your soul, your heart, eve-
rything. You have to rebuild 
first. Survival becomes the 
next thing.

You now surround yourself 
with the people and things 

that are right; the word of 
God, fellowship, the right 
company. Before you know it, 
the strength to go on comes; a 
tap on the shoulder, how are 
you, how are the children. It 
may not always be money; it 
may just be care, banana, garri 
for the children. It boosts en-
couragement. Really, you are 
never alone.

   Why are many widows 
gathered and clustering in 
this place today?

We are empowering wid-
ows here today. Today hap-
pens to be the International 
Widows Day, and in marking 
that, Freshview decided to 
empower women in terms of 
poverty which is one of the 
major plights widows have to 
go through.

Yes, we hear of in-laws 
marginalizing widows but 
if women are gainfully em-
ployed, if anything goes wrong 
and they happen to lose their 

business; how you can package 
whatever you are doing and 
people will buy because of the 
value they see. These are some 
of the highlights we have made 
available to the women.

Knowledge is power but 
knowing acquired is so much 
power. I am sure and my prayer 
here is that testimonies will 
begin to abound of women 
who left this place and begin to 
think differently and be able to 
fend for themselves and their 
children.

That is the strategy that 
helped me through my own 
experience as a widow. Tara 
says has awakene d thes e 
women from slumber. She 
harped on why women do not 
grow their businesses, feeling 
that a man would take care; 
children, school fees, etc. She 
said that is why men build big-
ger businesses. They have the 
mind of catering for others. 
She needs us to begin to see 
ourselves as those who can 
build lasting businesses as if 
no one is there to cater for you.

She broke down systems; 
how you do things repeatedly. 
You put it down for the next 
person to do exactly the same. 
Branding and packaging is a 
must. The business must have 
a name, package and make it 
sellable. Add value so people 
can come for it.

Her key message, do not 
limit yourself. Women are 
their own biggest limiting 
factors.

 From questions that came 
up, she was able to clear many 
things. Some of the women 
clamoured for her books to 
enable them learn more. She 
has been in business for about 
20 years and she preaches 
consistency. From N15,000 she 
has built a multi-million dollar 
business.

   Do you usually do this as 
a one-off thing or do you 
have a continuity system, 
follow-up, networking to add 
to what is done?

The scheme is getting bigger 
than we even expected. Fresh-
view holds quarterly business 
seminar. We have been run-
ning skills acquisition but we 
are doing the full-blown size 
for the first time. We intend to 
build on this one. Some groups 
and foundations are contacting 
us for partnership. Quantum 
Business School wants to give 
scholarships to widows to their 
school. We would register as a 
cooperative to access some of 
the benefits. 

Eugenia Marcus, founder of Freshview, not only caters for her family without a husband but has created a project that shows other widows and other 
women how to beat the traps of widowhood and poverty. In this interview with IGNATIUS CHUKWU, the vibrant mother of two reveals how she came 
close to suicidal thoughts but pulled through to now save others, shows how she navigated through the early stages of widowhood. Excerpts:

husbands, they could cope and 
would not be stranded.

One of the widows testified 
that she makes an average of 
N7,000 profit per day in her 
trade, that is about N45,000 
in one week, and N180,000 
every month.

We brought an expert, Tara 
Fela-Durotoye, CEO of the 
House of Tara, from Lagos, and 
she has actually made it clear 
to the women how to begin 
to put their books in place. 
They are to write down daily 
sales, expense, don’t take out 
of the money, put your self on a 
small salary, work within that 
budget and see how your busi-
ness will grow. She has shown 
us how she grew her own 
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Lagos mums take fitness serious

W
h i l e  m o s t 
mothers use 
exercise as a 
tool for weight 
l o s s ,  m a ny 

others understand that it is 
much more than looking good in 
clothes. The latter get motivated 
to exercise because of the great 
benefits it has to their health.

On Monday June 26, 2017, 
over thirty mothers spent their 
Eid-El-Fitr break gathered at 
Biyou Health and Spa in Ikeja, 
Lagos for the SWEAT IT OUT 
Season One event organized 
by Mrs. Chinwe Obinwanne, 
mum of three, fitness trainer/
entrepreneur and founder of 
NAIJAFITMOMS and Mrs. 
Jayne Augoye, mum of triplets, 
mum blogger and founder of 
Fabulous Naija Mums.

This event addressed every-
thing mothers need to know to 
take care of themselves, keep fit, 
eat healthy, run the home and 
raise healthy kids in a town 
where there is a constant rush 
and very little time.

Mothers are those individu-
als that think first of every-
one else before even thinking 
of themselves. This in-built 
nurturing persona has also 
succeeded in robbing many 
mothers of the care they should 
be giving to themselves.

Taking the event to a spa was 
one way to show mums that 
they have to get pampered eve-
ry once in a while. Massages, 
facial treatments, fitness, body 
scrubs, healthy eating; are all 
ways for any mum to get reju-
venated in order to be stronger 
to manage her many roles.

Obinwanne after taking 
mothers through circuit train-
ings focused on cardio, strength 
and core conditioning, encour-
aged mothers to not only make 
little time every day to exercise, 
but also to quit the quest for 
weight loss and rather pursue 
health and wellness which will 
ultimately result in weight loss. 
She spoke extensively on the 
need for mums to stop com-
paring their progress to that of 
any other mum as everyone is 
different and unique in their 
own right.

It was an atmosphere of fun 
and absolute honesty as mums 
bared it all with regards to their 
struggles in being consistent 
with exercising and the big-
ger struggle of eating healthy 
meals.

Certified nutrition expert Ol-
ubukola Kolade was on ground 
to take mums through the 
process of healthy eating while 
proffering tips and tricks to 
enable them eat a healthy diet 
without relaxing into the arms 
of fad diets that don’t work.

Augoye also talked to mums 
about the need for self-love, 
stressing that one cannot pour 
out of an empty cup. She sug-

gested ways for mums to care 
for and love themselves.

Business in Fitness
Every day, crops of women-

owned businesses surface to 
meet the ever growing de-
mands of services around the 
world and Nigeria in particular. 
These female entrepreneurs of-
fer needed boost to their fellow 
women thereby holding each 
other’s hands and climbing the 
steps to success one step at a 
time.

The SWEAT IT OUT event 
played a major role in encourag-

ing women entrepreneurs by 
ensuring that every service was 
rendered by women and every 
vendor, a woman.

The headline sponsor Joyce 
Busari of Biyou Health and Spa 
who operates a female-only spa 
in a serene and beautiful envi-
ronment encouraged mums to 
take care of their bodies and 
skin. Other event sponsors and 
vendors are women entrepre-
neurs engaged in various busi-
nesses. Talk about women en-
couraging women; and women 
buying from women.

CHINWE OBINWANNE

Excitement builds
Mothers in attendance got 

a lot of free items such as body 
wash, digital skipping ropes, 
gym wears, healthy food items 
among others from the event 
sponsors to encourage their 
health and wellness lifestyle. 

They also shopped from an 
array of products offered by 
sponsors ranging from lingerie, 
gym wears, kiddies, healthy 
confectionaries, essential oils, 
workout belts and workout 
water bottles.

The event ended with great 
anticipation for the Season Two 
by mums in attendance as they 
were all excited to begin living a 
healthy and fit lifestyle.

Bio: Obinwanne is the CEO 
of NAIJAFITMOMS, an online 
fitness and healthy outfit, which 
specialises on encouraging 
mothers to lead a healthy eating 
lifestyle. 

Follow Naijafitmoms on Insta-
gram and Facebook @naijafit-
moms
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FromTheStreet
Forthcoming local 
government election in Lagos

T
h e  L a g o s  S t a t e 
Independent Elec-
toral Commission 
(LASIEC) recently 
set 22 July for the 

Local Government election 
in the 20 Local Government 
Areas (LGAs) of the state and 
the other 30 Local Council 
Development Areas (LCDAs). 
Since then, political parties 
and their candidates have 
b e e n  goi n g a rou n d  ca m -
paigning and wo oing the 
electorate for votes. 

Local government elec-
tion in Nigeria has always 
ended as selection and mere 
e n d o r s e m e n t s .  I n  m a n y 
states, for so many years, 
there has been no election, 
as governors choose to run 
the grassroots government 
using caretaker committees. 
Imposition of candidates has 
also marred elections at that 
level. 

Re c e n t l y,  t h e  p r i m a r y 
election to select candidates 
for the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) ended in chaos 
as party members rejected 
what they considered hijack 
of the pro c ess by c ertain 
elements in the party. Here, 
BDSUNDAY presents views 
of Lagos residents on council 
elections.

Nkem Ihentuge

I am not going to vote for 
anybody because I do not 
know ab out any ele ction 
happening here; I have not 
seen any poster in this area. I 
have my voter’s card but I do 
not think am strong enough 
to go and stand under the 
sun or rain just because I 
want to vote for somebody 
that has been handpicked 
by some people somewhere 
before the election day. So, I 
am not voting. 

Deborah Oni, a fashion 
designer

It is a welcome develop-
ment because some people 
starte d campaigning last 
year thinking the local gov-
e r n m e n t  e l e c t i o n  w o u l d 
hold, but it did not. 

Now that the State Gov-
ernment has fixed a date for 
the election, we are hoping 
the people will have their 
way in this  ele ction.  Lo-
cal government election is 
important for a state like 
Lagos be cause the pe ople 
contesting are people some 
of us know very well and can 
relate with in our area. 

Sylvester Nnaji, self em-
ployed

The up-coming local gov-
ernment election in Lagos 
State, in my own view can-
not be seen as free and fair 
election, if held. I have taken 
my time to study the inci-
dent of the primaries that 
to ok plac e s ometime last 
month; it can be seen as un-
democratic. The point I am 
making is that we cannot 
be talking about free local 
government election if there 
is no internal democracy at 
the party level. 

Already, our mode of se-
lection or appointing peo-
ple that compete in these 
elections are faulty, so you 
can guess how the outcome 
would b e esp e cially with 
this Lagos State APC prima-
ries and the intrigues that 
follow. There is not going to 
be any election in Lagos for 
a long time to come, what we 
have currently is a selection 
as long as I am concerned.   

Miche al Minette,  self-
employed

I am not a politician but well 
the forthcoming local govern-
ment election is going to be a 
one-way election as usual. The 
wish of the people has never 
counted and has never been 
granted but the wish of the 
imposters in the Nigerian poli-
tics; so the general interest of 
the electorate is not something 
we should talk about when it 
comes to Nigerian politics be-
cause it is never a consideration 
in politicians’ scheme of things. 

The godfather-syndrome in 
our political setting will always 
not allow for free and fair elec-
tion at any level of our election, 
local government inclusive.

Badru Sahlem

Local Government is be-
lieved to be the closest govern-
ment to the citizens. However, 
the purpose for which they 
were created especially in Nige-
ria has not been actualised. The 
forth-coming local government 
election like the ones in the past 
will record low turnout. 

The reason being that I as a 
person will not vote because 
there is no government’s pres-
ence in my area. Our roads are 
bad and the credibility of the 
party aspirants is shaky. 

LASIEC does not educate the 
electorates on the conduct of 
the election which to some ex-
tent makes me feel that the out-
come of the election may have 
been pre-determined. How 
would I waste my time voting 
for candidates that I do not 
know? It means that voting in 
such an election would amount 
to an exercise in futility.

SEYI JOHN SALAU
‘GBADE OJO

The on-going polemic vis-à-vis 
the quit notice by the Arewa 
Youth to the South Eastern 

residents in the Northern parts of 
the country to relocate to their home 
base shortly has brought to the fore, 
once again, the convoluting character 
of Nigeria’s federal arrangement. 
Worse still, despite acting President 
Yemi Osinbajo’s warning against 
hate speeches and threats from any 
part of the country, a coalition of 
Niger Delta militants has insisted 
on its quit notice to northerners’ liv-
ing in the oil-rich region too.  What 
a dilemma!    Whatever divide one 
may be the mere fact that since 1954 
Lyttleton Constitution which laid the 
foundation for classical federation for 
Nigeria, Nigerians are still discussing 
whether they want to live together 
peacefully or otherwise is a source 
of serious concern.  No doubt, it is a 
failure of national integration efforts 
since independence.

One fundamental concern of 
federal scholars is the absurdity of 
federal solution in Nigeria which has 
incapacitated the polity and greatly 
hampered federalism and national 
cohesion in Nigeria.  The quit notice 
threat whether it is an empty one 
so to say or real calls to question the 
capability of the political elite to 
manage a polity as ethnically diverse 
as Nigeria.  At the beginning of the 
1960s, there were over 3,000 ethnic 
groups in the world; about 1,000 were 
represented in Africa and about 445 
in Nigeria!  In that wise, Nigeria has a 
relatively unique problem of achiev-
ing solidarity in action and purpose 
in the midst of hundreds ethnic na-
tionalities where justice reigns.  This 
uniqueness creates unique problems 
unknown to the experience of other 
peoples in the world. No western or 
eastern civilisation has ever evolved 
a political system that can cope with 
this gigantic problem of hyper-ethnic 
instability syndrome. This is calling 
to question the capability of Nigerian 
rulers their commitment to achieving 
what ‘Napoleon could not’.

It is rather unfortunate that both 
public policy makers and ruling elites 
in Nigeria do not sufficiently appreci-
ate magnitude of the problems at 
hand.  Since 1954, the federal system 
which is older than the state that got 
independence in 1960 is still far from 
being crises-free and national cohe-
sion continues to be elusive.  Nigeria’s 
ethnic make-up still remains what J.S. 
Furnival calls “in the strictest sense a 
medley (of peoples) for they mix but 
do not combine”.

Thus, the Nigeria ‘project’ remains 
questionable despite years of federal 
practice.  According to The Economist 
(19-25 June, 1999), “Nigerians have 
no common vision of a nation-state 
called Nigeria, no sense of citizen-
ship.  The name and football team 
are about the only things that unite 
them.  Even the footballers, however, 
brilliant individual players though do 
not work as a team.  It is the same with 
the country.  More than 56 years of 
flag independence, the country still 
totters on as a toddler, often pulled 
down by joint identity and integra-
tion crises.  To discerning observers’ 
consternation, Nigeria’s federalism 
has remained fragile, almost impos-
sible.  This is largely due to successive 
administrations that have always 

been permanently assailed by curi-
ous depressing distribution crises 
triggered by a dubious formula for 
the sharing of national benefits. The 
fiscal arrangement which is no doubt 
one that is robbing Peter to pay Paul 
has always been a source of destabi-
lizing force.

Be that as it may, the Nigerian 
story is a long stretch of political nar-
ratives that do not inspire hope for the 
future (in the words of Tunji Olaopa).  
Akin Mabogunje too, a distinguished 
Professor similarly averred that the 
atmosphere of the last two weeks 
has been so charged that one can be 
forgiven for wondering if we were 
back in those heady days of 1966, that 
presaged the 30-month agonising 
unforgettable  civil war.

The snag in the case of Nigeria 
is the false hope that federalism is 
capable of enhancing seamless unity 
in diversity. To Emeritus professor 
John Ayoade, a federalist, “many 
federalists expect from federalism 
what it is not designed to give – that 
is unity - without the accompanying 
federal spirit cum other requirements.  
With that mindset, the snag with 
the federal arrangement in Nigeria is 
daunting. Whereas, federal solution 
in a plural and deeply divided society 
is a balancing act that must be tailored 
to suite the demands of the society; 
rather than aping a system without 
adaptability to the environment.

If the federal arrangement is to 
be re-invented, the first step is to 
devolve powers to the two-tiers of 
government – states and local govern-
ments - the present structure is too 
centralised which was even exacer-
bated by the military interregnum 
for decades. What we need today 
is a non-centralised federal system, 
in which state governments are 
politically virile, legislatively strong, 
financially resilient, and indeed 
constituted into self-confident and 
self-assertive centres of respect by the 
political loyalty from the citizens they 
served and over whom they exercise 
authority. The story is the reverse in 
contemporary Nigeria safe for few 
states with buoyant Internally Gener-
ated Revenue (I.G.R.) that guarantees 
financial sustainability.

Nonetheless, the problematic na-
ture of Nigeria’s citizenship is another 
terrain of Nigerian federalism, which 
in no small measure undermined the 
efficiency of the federal structure.      
Conclusively, there is an imperatival 
need to re-invent the federal system.  
Why?   If the former Soviet federa-
tion (USSR) was contracted by Joseph 
Stalin as far back as 1914 which 
disintegrated in early 80s, Nigeria’s 
amalgamation was done in 1914 
with federal constitution in 1954 and 
flag independence in 1960.   Thus, if 
soviet federation could disintegrate 
despite being a developed state in 
all ramifications, Nigeria needs to 
watch it.  The greatest undoing of the 
octopus federal system now is the 
‘monarchical spirit’ being exhibited 
by the northern potentates; same 
Russian hegemony akin to the mo-
narchical spirit ongoing in Nigeria 
crumbled Soviet federation.  We need 
to learn fast.  Let us restructure or at 
best review the recommendations of 
the previous confab reports. It is high 
time the National Assembly beam its 
searchlight on those reports. “A stitch 
in time” they say “saves nine”.

Re-Inventing 
Nigeria’s warped 
federalism
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A visit to the place of beginning

I
f you are visiting the 
United States of America 
this summer, especially 
Atlanta, an enthralling 
thrill awaits you at the 

Delta Flight Museum.
 Of course, if you are op-

portune to fly Delta Air Lines 
on the trip, and probably en-
joyed good meals, world-class 
entertainment and a seamless 
flight,  a visit  to the flight 
museum brings you to where 
it all began.

Housed in Delta Airline’s 
two original  maintenanc e 
h a n g e r s  d at i n g  f ro m  t h e 
1940s, the museum, which 
spans 68,000 square-feet, is 
b oth aviation and a sight-
seeing wonder for discerning 
visitors.

Opened on June 17, 2014 
to mark the airline’s  85th 
anniversary, the new flight 
mu s e u m  l o c at e d  at  D e l t a 
Airline’s world headquarters 
in Atlanta G e orgia,  trac es 
Delta’s history and the de-
velopment of  c ommercial 
aviation.

The two historic hangers 

housing the mus eum have 
undergone significant reno-
vations funded by the Delta 
Airlines Foundation and other 
sponsors, hence the museum 
was designate d a  Historic 
Aerospace Site in 2011. No 
wonder the queue to buy tick-
ets to see the museum.

On display inside the mu-
seum were hundreds of ar-
tifacts, many of which have 
never been on public display. 
They chronicle more than 
eight decades of Delta history, 
the growth and the develop-
ment of commercial aviation 
in both the United States of 
America and across the world.

As well, the museum hous-
es a permanent collection of 
five historic aircraft, includ-
ing: a Travel Air 6B Sedan sim-
ilar to the one that operated 
Delta’s first passenger flight 
in 1929, The Spirit of Delta, 
and Boeing 767 purchased for 
the company by employees of 
the airline in 1982.

The revelation at the mu-
seum is mind-blowing, espe-
cially the days of little begin-
ning of the aviation industry, 
which leave nothing to cher-

ish but risk, risk, risk. Howev-
er, the  museums also reveals 
good news as well, especially 
how pioneer airlines such as 
Delta navigated through avia-
tion dark and stormy era and 
innovated to the sweet sleep, 
dining and wining, and super 
safety in the sky today.

It is usually with nostalgia 
that visitors listen to the story 
of  how employe es b ought 
Boeing 767 for Delta, as will-
ingly told by any mus eum 
guide on duty.

There is a DC-3,  Ship 41 
that flew for Delta and was 
restored by Delta employees 
and volunte ers.   With the 
purchasing of Boeing 767 and 
the restoration of Ship 41; all 
by Delta Airline employees, 
an average visitor keeps won-
dering ‘the rare love’ by em-
ployees to employer instead 
of employer for employees.

Besides the DC-3, there is 
a special exhibit that catches 
visitors’ attention. It is unique 
and honors C.E. Wo olman, 
first CEO and founder of Delta 
Airlines. The display includes 
a portrait of Woolman along 
with his quotes and personal 

items. Going through Wool-
man’s stuff and learning from 
his die-hard entrepreneurial 
spirit is enough for the youths 
and upcoming business own-
ers among visitors.

On display are  exterior 
propellers of different sizes, 
telling the story of the phases 
of aircraft development to to-
day’s modern engines.

There is a special display of 
aviation seats of those days, 
the different crew uniforms 
till day, meals served, among 
other artifacts. A look at First-
Class seats of those days and 
today’s super comfort Busi-
ness Class seats reveal where 
the aviation industry was 
coming from and the marvel-
ous feats it has achieved over 
the years.  Even, some of the 
crew uniforms of the old look 
like choir robes, and surpris-
i n g l y,  s o m e  d e s i g n e r s  a re 
remodeling the old uniforms 
and bringing them back today. 
Of note is a particular crew 
uniform in the early 80s that 
seems same in 1992 apart from 
the neck ties.

There are more to see in the 
museum. There is a 117-seater 

theater and 30-seat confer-
ence room inside the fuselage 
of an L-1011 TriStar aircraft. 
The aircraft is the original 
one used in filming Passenger 
57, the popular Hollywood 
Thriller in the late 80s.

From there, visitors move 
to see the cockpit of a Con-
vair 880 jet. But the ultimate 
aviation exp erienc e at the 
museum is the full motion 
simulator on a Boeing 737-
200; the only one open to the 
public in the United States of 
America, and formerly used 
to train Delta pilots.

 At the end, the tour guides 
will always appreciate visi-
tors’ patience and attentive-
ness as they drill them from 
Delta’s beginnings as a crop-
dusting operation in the rural 
South, through the early pro-
peller era of passenger service 
and into the jet age.

However, a visit to the mu-
seum, according to the tour 
guides, which is also true, is 
not done until one visit the 
museum’s retail store to buy 
s o m e  D e l t a  s o u ve n i r s  fo r 
loved ones and, especially as 
evidence of his visit.
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NTDC seeks collaborations to safeguard tourism assets

Nigerian tourism private sector 
sails with new leadership

Mrs Tourism 
United Nations 
launches a 
foundation for 
Women issues

TOUR bill. I urge FTAN to play a 
leading role in this regard.”

In his valedictory speech, 
Tomi Akingbogun, the immedi-
ate past FTAN president, said 
the association has expanded its 
membership base, as well, some 
associations that have left the 
body, like National Association 
of Tour Operators, have returned 
back to the fold. He also said that 
during his tenure, FTAN worked 
closely with the public sector and 
has also created programmes to 
promote investment in tourism 
through the annual NTIFE.

Rabo Saleh Karim, in his ac-
ceptance speech, called for peace 
and greater unity among mem-
ber associations. He said: “Going 
forward, we plead to every one 

In his response, the chairman 
NDDC, Senator Victor Ndoma-Egba 
congratulated the DG NTDC on his 
well deserved appointment, given 
his exploits in Lagos State Tourism 
Ministry.

“We are very happy that you are 
at the helms of affairs in NTDC, we 
are very proud of what you did in 
Lagos State, you are on a bigger stage 
now and we expect to make a differ-
ence in the Tourism sector as you did 
in Lagos” he said.

Senator Egba said NDDC was 
an intervention agency whose core 
mandate is to integrate and create 
partnerships, with relevant Agencies’ 
like NTDC especially now that there 
is a shift from oil and believes that if 
tourism can change the economy of 
Calabar, it can also happen in Nigeria,

According to him, NDDC mission 
is to facilitate the rapid, ever grow-
ing and sustainable development of 
Nigeria.

The NDDC chairman solicited 
the support of the DG to intervene 
in the on-going case with the Calabar 
national museum which is a national 
monument and as such cannot be 
tempered with.

Senator Egba expressed the will-
ingness of the Commission to work 
with NTDC in sailing the ship of 
the tourism sector in the country 
because of its enormous potential.

of us to bury the hatchet and 
pro-actively lend your supporting 
hands, even as you constructively 
criticize us.

“We are not under any illusion 
of the enormous responsibilities 
you reposed on us here. Member-
ship of FTAN exco is by no means 
a ‘time for tea break’ or ‘a walk in 
the park’.  We shall relentlessly 
work to ensure that government 
agencies and the broader private 
industries in Nigeria become ac-
tively aware of FTAN’s activities 
and programmes. More so, we 
would engage the present govern-
ment’s ‘ease of doing business in 
Nigeria’ drive to fully integrate 
templates that facilitate domestic 
and inbound tourism sectors in 
Nigeria.”

As part of efforts to address 
the challenges of women 
going through the pains 

of cancer, Mrs Tourism United 
Nations, Ebele Enemchukwu 
has launched a foundation on 
Breast Cancer Awareness. The 
W.A.B.I.O. Foundation was of-
ficially launched at the Civic 
Centre, Victoria Island, Lagos 
on Thursday, June 29, 2017 by 
under the distinguished chair-
manship of Florence Ita-Giwa. 
The W.A.B.I.O. Foundation is a 
non-governmental organisation 
registered with the Corporate 
Affairs Commission, through 
which the founder, Ebele Enem-
chukwu has set out to remind 
women, as well as, the girl child 
that they can be all they want 
to be irrespective of marital or 
birth status. “Having our focus 
on women empowerment and 
improving maternal health, our 
defined target group are single 
or married women and girls who 
have had children, either of their 
own volition or otherwise. This 
way, we constantly contribute 
at creating an improved society 
made up of more confident and 
indep endent women in our 
society”.

“For this unveiling, we desire 
to emphasize on Breast Cancer 
Awareness among the women-
folk especially the underprivi-
leged, thereby expanding on our 
2016 efforts, as the issue is still 
very much with us. Working 
with health professionals, we 
desire to begin periodic coun-
seling, screening, and continue 
with the next phase distribution 
of testing kits to 5000 women. 
This will be followed by a robust 
M&E framework for compliance 
and feedback until we win the 
ignorance war.”  The launch wit-
nessed a paper on “Understand-
ing Breast Cancer” delivered by 
Dr. Eke Grace Ngozi, the event’s 
keynote speaker.

Ebele Enemchukwu is a wife 
and mother of three children, 
and hails from Anambra State. 
She has worked in the telecom-
munications industry for 11 
years, and currently works as 
a training specialist with one of 
the telecommunications compa-
nies in Lagos, Nigeria. She holds 
a B.Sc. in Microbiology and an 
M.B.A. from the University Of 
Lagos. Ebele is equally the cur-
rent Mrs. Nigeria United Na-
tions (national title), as well as 
Mrs. Tourism United Nations 
World (international title). It 
has been from one act of charity 
to another ever since clinching 
these titles. With Ebele’s reign as 
Beauty Queen coming to a suc-
cessful end in July this year, the 
WABIO Foundation is therefore 
the vehicle on which future char-
ity projects shall run, but with 
greater focus on women and the 
girl child.

T
he Federation of Tour-
ism Associations of Ni-
geria (FTAN), umbrella 
b o dy for  Nigeria’s 
private sector tour-

ism business practitioners, has 
elected new executives to pilot 
the affairs of the body for the 
next two years. The event held 
in Abuja last week, saw Rabo 
Saleh Karim of the National 
Association of Nigerian Travel 
Agencies (NANTA) emerge as 
the President of the association. 
Other executive members elected 
include Nkereuwem Onung as 
the first national deputy presi-
dent; Abiodun Odusanwo, second 
national deputy president, Ayo 
Olumoko, vice president, South 
West; Nura Kangiwa, vice presi-
dent, North East; Ngozika Ngoka, 
vice president, South East; Badaki 
Aliyu, vice president, FCT; John 
A. Adzer, vice president, North 
Central; Ime Udo, membership 
secretary; John-Likita M.Best; 
Emeka Anokwuru, membership 
secretary.

Other executive members 
include; Okorie Uguru, first pub-
licity secretary, Joseph Karim, 
second publicity secretary.

In his goodwill message, Samu-
el Alabi, chairman, FTAN’s Board 
of Trustee, said the era of the Fed-
eral Government agency control-
ling or co-ordinating tourism has 
gone for good. According to him, 
except there is a constitutional 
amendment to include tourism 
under the exclusive or concur-
rent list  of the 1999 Constitution 
as amended, it would difficult for 

a federal agency to fully control 
tourism in the whole country. 
“The fact that the Federal Attor-
ney General is yet to apply section 
215 of the 1999 Constitution of the 
heavily mutilated NTDC Act is 
still a surprise to me”.

Alabi also commented on con-
troversial NIHOTOUR bill: “Dur-
ing my time as the President of 
FTAN, I approached NIHOTOUR 
to provide an enabling environ-
ment for private sector driven 
certification body like CITN, 
ICAN, IPMN, and NIPRP. In fact, a 
draft bill was prepared but there-
after nothing was heard from 
NIHOTOUR end. I was shocked 
when I saw that the certification 
bill has been incorporated into 
the heavily castigated NIHO-

to start within our domain, focusing 
on consumption of our assets, promo-
tion and development of domestic 
tourism, which will have multiple 
effects on job creation and poverty 
alleviation while strengthen GDP 
and our currency. Everyone in the 
value chain of tourism must work 
together and be ready to drive the 
market with a new brand TOUR 
NIGERIA” he said.

The NTDC boss who called for a 
conscious investment in the promo-
tion of domestic tourism, described 
Nigeria as a tourism market, with 
a vibrant and dynamic business 
environment.

Coker, in his words said “one of 
my strategic imperatives to bring 
all stakeholder under one umbrella 
to sell a single all inclusive tour 
packages for Nigerians. We need to 
package tourism in a simple manner 
that the average Nigerian can use, if 
we don’t package it well, individuals 
cannot take advantage of it. Nigerian 
will understand the product better, 
because they are a most critical audi-
ence and will demand better value 
for their money.”

Coker stated that: “we are in the 
digital era which tourism in Nigeria 
has to explore all its benefits through 
adaptation and deploying the best 
technology along the tourism value 
chain

The director general of the 
Nigerian Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation, NTDC, 

Folorunsho Coker, has expressed his 
commitment to partner with the Ni-
ger Delta Development Commission, 
NDDC to ensure a quick interven-
tion on some tourism assets while 
leveraging on strategic project in the 
South South region of the country 
bearing in mind that all the assets 
are domiciled in the State and Local 
government areas.

Coker made these assertions dur-
ing a courtesy visit to the chairman of 
NDDC, Senator Victor Ndoma-Egba 
held in his office in Abuja recently.

The NTDC boss said that it was 
necessary to redefine the tourism 
sector by giving it a brand iden-
tity that is easy to sell in order to 
stimulate economic growth as well 
as repositioning the Nigerian Tour-
ism Industry.

“There is need to redefine the 
tourism sector in Nigeria, we need 



Sabre Network to introduce MBA in 
Aviation at Babcock University

T
he leading airline 
distribution solution 
provider in aviation 
industry, Sabre Net-
work West Africa, 

Alpha First Travel and Tourism 
Academy and Babcock Univer-
sity, Ilisan Remo have signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) to commence Master’s De-

gree in Business Administration 
(MBA), programme in aviation 
studies.

The programme is to run 
between 12 and 18 months pe-
riod and with that agreement, 
Babcock has become the first 
university in Nigeria to offer 
such a course in aviation.

Gbenga Olowo, the President, 
Sabre Network West Africa, said 
that the programme in aviation 
studies was opened to all first de-

gree graduates in any discipline 
anywhere in the world.

Olowo assured that the pro-
gramme would help to provide 
manpower for the nation’s avia-
tion industry and explained that 
the company chose Babcock 
because of its integrity and will-
ingness to work with the organ-
isation.

He however, lamented that 
graduates are regularly rolled out 
of higher institutions of learning 

across the country, but most of 
them were not employable as 
they have to be retrained before 
they could fit into the system, 
but expressed the hope that with 
the partnership with Babcock, 
Nigerian graduates who intend 
to work in the country’s aviation 
industry would improve their 
knowledge of the industry.

He noted that the first set 
of students would resume in 
September this year when the 
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Ethiopian Airlines places repeat order for 10 A350-900 aircraft

E
thiopian Airlines has 
placed an order for 10 
additional Airbus A350-
900 aircraft, enabling 

further development to its fast 
expanding long-haul route 
network.

 Last June, Ethiopian Airlines 
became the first African carrier 
to operate the A350 when it took 
delivery of the first of 12 aircraft 
in order. Today the carrier oper-
ates a fleet of four A350s, two 
of which are on lease. Today’s 
order tops-up the Addis Ababa-
based carrier’s fleet, enabling 
it to pursue its growth strategy 
and objectives over the com-
ing years. Ethiopian Airlines’ 
A350-900s are configured in a 
two class layout seating 30 pas-
sengers in Business Class and 313 
in Economy Class.

The spacious, quiet interior 
and mood lighting in the cabin 
contribute to superior levels of 
passenger comfort and well-
being.

“Operating the youngest fleet 

in the industry with modern 
and comfortable customer fea-
tures in cabin is one of the four 
pillars in our 15 years strategic 
road map, vision 2025, and this 
order placement for additional 
A-350s is one component of this 
strategy.

“The performance, opera-
tional and cost efficiencies we 
have achieved with our initial 
A350-900s have resulted in 
these additional ten aircraft 
order placement and thereby 
suffice our ever-expanding 
global network.

“We will deploy the addi-
tional aircraft on our long haul 
routes connecting Addis Ababa 
with destinations in Africa, 
Europe, the Middle East and 
Asia,” explained Tewolde Ge-
breMariam, CEO of Ethiopian 
Airlines.

“Ethiopian airlines’ repeat 
order is a resounding endorse-
ment of the A350, its suitabil-
ity, flexibility and unmatched 
economics. We are delighted 

that the innovative aircraft -the 
A350- is closely associated with 
the world’s fastest growing and 
profitable carriers,” said John 
Leahy, Airbus Chief Operating 
Officer Customers.

The A350 features the latest 
aerodynamic design and mate-
rials, including its carbon-fibre 
fuselage and wings. It is pow-
ered by new fuel-efficient Rolls-
Royce Trent XWB engines.

Together, these advanced 
technological features trans-
late into unrivalled levels of 
operational efficiency, with a 
25 per cent reduction in fuel 
burn and emissions in addition 
to significantly lower mainte-
nance costs. Ethiopian operates 
the youngest and most modern 
fleet with an average fleet age 
of less than five years.

Meanwhile, Boeing [NYSE: 
BA] and Ethiopian Airlines also 
announced a commitment to 
purchase two 777 Freighters at 
the 2017 Paris Air Show, valued 
at $651.4 million at list prices.

The airline also announced 
an order for 10 additional 737 
MAX 8 airplanes. The 10 737 
MAX options being exercised 
were part of a deal signed in 
September 2014, completing the 
largest ever order for the 737 
MAX in Africa. Ethiopian now 
has firm orders for 30 737 MAX 
8s. The order was previously 
attributed to an unidentified 
customer on Boeing’s orders and 
deliveries website.

“Building one of the largest 
cargo terminals in the world 
and operating new-generation, 
high-performance aircraft re-
flects our commitment in ex-
panding and supporting the 
exponentially growing imports 
and exports of our country 
in particular and the African 
continent in general. The com-
mitment to purchase 2 B777 
Freighters is expected to boost 
the Ethiopian Cargo & Logistics 
Services,” said Tewolde Gebre-
Mariam, GCEO of Ethiopian 
Airlines.

school is expected to resume for 
another academic session.

“We are bothered that gradu-
ates are being rolled out regu-
larly and they come to us for 
jobs, but they are not employable 
because they don’t have what it 
takes to be engaged by organisa-
tions. By the time we give this 
foundation here, the training 
that would be given to young 
graduates would reduce.

“The signing of MoU between 
Sabre Network, Alpha First and 
Babcock is for MBA programme 
in Airline Studies. The next 
thing is registration of intend-
ing students and it will be on 
the website of the school. The 
session starts in September this 
year. It is for between 12 and 18 
months programme and basi-
cally for weekends.

We are expecting as many 
as many people. In fact, we are 
thinking of 180 million Nigeri-
ans. Luckily, there is no universi-
ty in Nigeria or on the continent 
that runs this programme. So, we 
are pioneering his programme. 
International Air Transport 
Association (IATA) and Maevis 
are conceptualising their own 
now and we are ahead of them,” 
Olowo said.

Arik Air, one of Nigeria’s 
domestic carriers will 
resume daily flight op-

erations between Abuja, Nigeria 
and Accra, Ghana from Monday, 
July 17, 2017.

According to a statement by 
the airline, flights between Abu-
ja and Accra were suspended in 
March following the closure of 
Nnamdi Azikiwe International 
Airport, Abuja for runway re-
pairs.

The Abuja-Accra flight will 
operate daily with a 5:30pm (lo-
cal time) departure out of Abuja 
and 7:40pm (local time) depar-
ture out of Accra.

Speaking on the resump-
tion of Abuja-Accra service, 
Roy Ilegbodu, Arik Air’s Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO), said: 
“The re-introduction of the 
Abuja-Accra operation is part 
of the management’s strategy 
to optimize flight schedule and 
respond to the needs of our 
valued customers.’’

“Arik Air has been at the fore-
front of providing customer-cen-
tric services since our inception 
and we will continue to respond 
to the needs of our customers at 
all times”.

...signs commitment with Boeing to purchase two 777 Freighters

Arik Air resumes 
Abuja-Accra 
operation July 17
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Cocoa and chocolate are not just treats 

I
n their recent review pub-
lished in Frontiers in Nu-
trition, Italian researchers 
examined the available 
literature for the effects 

of acute and chronic adminis-
tration of cocoa flavanols on 
different cognitive domains. In 
other words: what happens to 
your brain up to a few hours 
after you eat cocoa flavanols, 
and what happens when you 
sustain such a cocoa flavanol 
enriched diet for a prolonged 
period of time?

Although randomized con-
trolled trials investigating the 
acute effect of cocoa flavanols 
are sparse, most of them point 
towards a beneficial effect on 
cognitive performance. Par-
ticipants showed, among oth-
ers, enhancements in work-
ing memory performance and 
improved visual information 
processing after having had 
cocoa flavanols. And for women, 
eating cocoa after a night of 
total sleep deprivation actually 
counteracted the cognitive im-
pairment (i.e. less accuracy in 
performing tasks) that such a 
night brings about. Promising 
results for people that suffer 
from chronic sleep deprivation 
or work shifts.

It has to be noted though, 
that the effects depended on 

It is the largest study to 
date reporting causes of 
death in men and women 

across the life course, and the 
findings suggest that lifestyle, 
especially tobacco smoking, 
is an important component 
in the effect of intelligence on 
differences in mortality.

P re v i o u s  s t u d i e s  h ave 
shown that, on average, indi-
viduals with higher IQs tend 
to live a little longer than 
those with lower IQs, but 
these are largely based on data 
from male conscripts followed 
up only to middle adulthood.

So a team of researchers 
from the University of Edin-
burgh set out to examine the 
association between intel-
ligence test scores measured 
at age 11 and leading causes 
of death in men and women 
up to age 79.

Their findings are based 
on data from 33,536 men and 
32,229 women born in Scot-
land in 1936, who took a vali-
dated childhood intelligence 
test at age 11, and who could be 
linked to cause of death data 

Higher IQ in childhood is linked to a longer life

...they are good for your cognition
the length and mental load 
of the used cognitive tests to 
measure the effect of acute 
cocoa consumption. In young 
and healthy adults, for example, 
a high demanding cognitive test 
was required to uncover the 
subtle immediate behavioral ef-
fects that cocoa flavanols have 
on this group.

The effects of relatively long-
term ingestion of cocoa flava-
nols (ranging from 5 days up to 
3 months) has generally been 
investigated in elderly individu-
als. It turns out that for them 
cognitive performance was 
improved by a daily intake of 
cocoa flavanols. Factors such 
as attention, processing speed, 
working memory, and verbal 
fluency were greatly affected. 
These effects were, howev-
er, most pronounced in older 
adults with a starting memory 
decline or other mild cognitive 
impairments.

And this was exactly the 
most unexpected and promis-
ing result according to authors 
Valentina Socci and Michele 
Ferrara from the University 
of L’Aquila in Italy. “This result 
suggests the potential of cocoa 
flavanols to protect cognition 
in vulnerable populations over 
time by improving cognitive 
performance. If you look at the 

up to December 2015.
Cause of death included 

coronary heart disease, stroke, 
specific cancers, respiratory 
disease, digestive disease, 
external causes (including 
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underlying mechanism, the co-
coa flavanols have beneficial ef-
fects for cardiovascular health 
and can increase cerebral blood 
volume in the dentate gyrus of 
the hippocampus. This struc-
ture is particularly affected 
by aging and therefore the 
potential source of age-related 
memory decline in humans.”

So should cocoa become a 

suicide and death from injury), 
and dementia.

After taking account of 
several factors (confounders) 
that could have influenced 
the results, such as age, sex 

of the cocoa plant such as caf-
feine and theobromine, and 
a variety of additives we add 
to chocolate such as sugar or 
milk.”

Nonetheless, the scientists 
are the first to put their results 
into practice: “Dark chocolate 
is a rich source of flavanols. 
So we always eat some dark 
chocolate. Every day.”

dietary supplement to improve 
our cognition? “Regular intake 
of cocoa and chocolate could 
indeed provide beneficial ef-
fects on cognitive functioning 
over time. There are, however, 
potential side effects of eating 
cocoa and chocolate. Those are 
generally linked to the caloric 
value of chocolate, some in-
herent chemical compounds 

and socioeconomic status, the 
researchers found that higher 
childhood intelligence was as-
sociated with a lower risk of 
death until age 79.

For example, a higher test 
score was associated with 
a 28% reduced risk of death 
from respiratory disease, a 
25% reduced risk of death 
from coronary heart disease, 
and a 24% reduced risk of 
death from stroke.

Other notable associations 
were seen for deaths from in-
jury, smoking related cancers 
(particularly lung and stom-
ach), digestive disease, and de-
mentia. There was no evident 
association between childhood 
intelligence and death from 
cancers not related to smoking.

The authors outline some 
study limitations which could 
have introduced bias. How-
ever, key strengths include 
the whole population sample, 
68-year follow up, and ability 
to adjust for important con-
founders.

They also point out that sig-
nificant associations remained 

after further adjustment for 
smoking and socioeconomic 
status, suggesting that these 
factors did not fully account 
for mortality differences. And 
they say future studies “would 
benefit from measures of the 
cumulative load of such risk 
factors over the life course.”

This study is the largest to 
date reporting causes of death 
across the life course, and it 
provides us with interesting 
results, say researchers based 
in Sweden, in a linked editorial.

“Importantly, it shows that 
childhood IQ is strongly as-
sociated with causes of death 
that are, to a great extent, 
dependent on already known 
risk factors,” they write. And 
they suggest that “tobacco 
smoking and its distribution 
along the socioeconomic spec-
trum could be of particular 
importance here.”

In conclusion, they say: “It 
remains to be seen if this is 
the full story or if IQ signals 
something deeper, and pos-
sibly genetic, in its relation to 
longevity.”



Health&Science
45C002D5556 SUNDAYBD Sunday 02 July 2017

ANTHONIA OBOKOH

Boska holds pain free day exercise in Gombe

Dexa Medica, makers of 
Boska brand of pain kill-
ers, recently conducted 

another round of its Pain-Free 

M
ost middle-age d 
office workers now 
spend as much time 
sitting down as old-
er pensioners, says 

a new study by researchers at the 
University of Edinburgh, ...UK/US

The study found that 45 to 
54-year-old men spend on aver-
age 7.8 hours per weekday sitting 
down, compared with 7.4 hours 
for the over-75s. Sedentary work is 
the main reason for this inactivity.

Only the youngest group of 
men surveyed – 16 to 24-year-olds 
– are significantly less sedentary 
than the over 75s on weekdays

Sedentary time is defined as 
time spent in any waking activ-
ity done while sitting, including 
working, eating, watching TV or 
time on a computer.

Experts say that high levels of 
sedentary time - more than seven 
hours a day - increases the risk 
of an early death, cardiovascular 
disease, type 2 diabetes and some 
cancers, even if people are physi-
cally active at other times of the 
day

Nigeria with a large and in-
creasing middle-aged office work-

Sedentary lifestyles: Middle-aged workers 
now more at risk than pensioners  

ers have increased risk from sed-
entary lifestyle.

The researchers said the figures 
highlighted the potential health 
risks of excessive sitting at work.

Experts say that high levels of 
sedentary time - more than seven 
hours a day - increases the risk of 

an early death, cardiovascular dis-
ease, type 2 diabetes and some can-
cers, even if people are physically 
active at other times of the day.

Larne yusuf a medical practi-
tioner based in Lagos said with the 
population of Nigeria, sedentary 

life style in work place is very 
dangerous to health.

“Many middle aged workers, 
are affected with high levels of 
sedentary time, working on the 
lap top for more than eight hours, 
given much time in sitting is not 

healthy and it attributes to the 
increase in heart diseases to 
sedentary lifestyle”.“Ninety per 
cent of countries worldwide have 
recorded increases in lifespan but 
are likely to develop cardiovascu-
lar diseases.

“This leads to risk factors such 
as hypertension, obesity, mental 
stress and hypertension affect a 
billion people worldwide,” he said.

According to the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) report on 
raising it termed on the growing 
sedentary lifestyles among adults 
and adolescents.

WHO urged people to “get up 
and get active”, saying that insuf-
ficient exercise contributes to can-
cer, diabetes, depression and other 
non-communicable diseases.

The UN health agency, in a 
new document, expressed con-
cerns that “less and less people 
are active in many countries, with 
nearly a quarter of all adults and 
more than 80 per cent of adoles-
cents being too sedentary”.

WHO’s Global Action Plan for 
the Prevention and Control of 
NCDs 2013-2020 recommends that 
inactive people start with “small 
amounts of physical activity” and 
then gradually increase duration, 
frequency and intensity over time

Day. Designed to help consum-
ers from different works of life 
stay healthy, the initiative was 
launched in June 22 2017 at 
Gombe motor park.

Joseph Aghado, Boska Brand 

Executive of Dexa Medica, said 
the Pain-Free Day initiative is 
designed to improve consumers’ 
lives.

“We are offering people from 
different facets of life free health 

services while they save up and 
invest in other areas to make 
living comfortable in recession,” 
said Aghado.

“Dexa Medica has a strong 
track record of developing su-

perior quality drugs that have 
helped consumers measurably 
improve their health.”

“The result of ignoring one’s 
health is the recipe for sudden 
system break down which may 
lead to some form of sickness or 
the other,” he added.

According to the Boska team, 
a qualitative finding shows that 
approximately 90 per cent of 
work locations across the nation 
involve strenuous tasks. It was 
also proved that a lot of people 
engage in strenuous activities 
directly or indirectly and rarely 
prioritize their health because of 
the cost associated with health 
check.

Hence, an initiative like this 
in the rainy season will help con-
sumers stay fit while saving up 
to attend to other areas of needs.

The Pain-Free Day program 
provided the opportunity for 
consumers to meet health ex-
perts who provided full range 
of health services. This included 
administering drugs and focal 
glasses for eye correction, ear 
and nose defects.

Besides rendering free health 
services, the Dexa team also 
leveraged the opportunity to 
educate consumers on how to 
live stress-free while at their 
various duties.

ANTHONIA OBOKOH
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T
he 6th season of the 
GTBank Masters Cup 
reached its climax 
on Thursday 29th 
June at the famous 

waterfront Onikan stadium 
in Lagos.

The prestigious secondary 
schools football tournament 
ended on an historic note, as old 
rivalries were renewed in the 
two matches that featured the 
four most outstanding teams in 
this year’s competition.

Commenting on the finals 
of the 2017 GTBank Masters 
Cup, Segun Agbaje, the MD/
CEO of Guaranty Trust Bank 
plc, said “We are proud to lead 
this initiative that provides an 
avenue for students to show-
case their talents and passion 
for the game of football even 
as they remain committed to 
their academics.” He further 
stated that “This competition 
paves the way for youths to 
cultivate their sporting talents 
and aptitudes, while foster-
ing and building a healthier 
lifestyle at a critical stage in 
their lives”.

In the first match which re-
peated the 2014 finals, Queens 
College, Yaba won an exciting 
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Queens College, St. Finbarr’s College 
win in GTBank Masters Cup

St. Finbarr’s College Akoka, winners of GTBank Masters Cup

NNL: Ikorodu United will escape relegation, says coach

M
aurice Cooreman, 
the Technical Ad-
viser of Ikorodu 
United FC has 
assured the fans 

of the Lagos-based club that it 
would survive the relegation 
battle in the Nigeria National 
League (NNL).

Cooreman, in an interview 
with newsmen on the sidelines 
of his team’s 1-0 victory over 
Bayelsa United, said he was 
confident of his team’s relegation 
survival.

The Ikorodu Oga Boys secured 
their first win in the NNL over 
the riverside team at the Tes-
lim Balogun Stadium, Surulere, 
Lagos.

It was the team’s first match in 
Lagos after they were relegated 
from the Nigeria Professional 
Football League in 2015/2017 
season.

The Ikorodu-based team, 
however, moved out of their 
home ground at Onikan Stadium 
to MKO Abiola Stadium, Abeoku-
ta, which the club’s management 
rationalised as an administrative 

2-0 victory over Ansar-Ud-
Deen Girls High School, Itire 
scoring one of each half. This 
victory has retained Queens 
College Girls as the defending 
champions for four years back 
to back in 2014, 2015, 2016 and 
2017 respectively.

Chioma Mblonwu who 
scored the two goals for the 
Yaba girls in the 24th and 47th 
minutes to seal the victory 

decision.
With yet another unsuccess-

ful outing outside Lagos, the 
management of the club took 
a decision to return to Lagos 
to play the rest of the league 
matches.

Lagos, however, provided 
the much needed succour as the 
team was able to beat high flying 
Bayelsa United their first win in 
four matches.

However, the 73-year-old 
club’s tactician, Cooreman, be-
lieves that his team has what it 
takes to swim out of the “trou-
bled waters of relegation” as they 
return to Lagos.

Cooreman, who was instru-
mental to leading Ikorodu United 
from the second tier to the NPFL 
in 2015, restated that coming 
back to Lagos was crucial to the 
team’s survival.

“I believe we can do better 
in Lagos than Abeokuta. The 
pitch in MKO Stadium is not our 
favourite. We cannot play well 
on it because it is bumpy.

“I know playing in Teslim Ba-
logun will improve our game and 
that is why we decided to come 
back, my strikers are better off 

over the Itire girls, said that 
despite the pressure mounted 
by Ansar-Ud-Deen Girls High 
School, Queens College were 
determined to defend their 
GTBank Masters Cup title. 
Mblonwu said: “I feel very 
excited and happy. The team 
is very happy,”

“The truth of the matter is 
that we felt a little pressure 
[from Ansar-Ud-Deen Girls 

High School] but everyone had 
at the back of their minds that 
we must make it. If the ones 
before us did it, we can.

“They did very well, they 
performed very well,” she said.

She further stated that she 
believes that even without 
her, the Yaba girls are set to 
take the stage again come next 
season, “Next year our next 
team must match our feat and 

with the kind of team I’m leav-
ing behind, they’ll definitely 
play better,” she added.

In the male category, two-
time winners of the competi-
tion, Anwar-Ul-Islam College, 
Agege were denied a third tro-
phy by arch-rivals St. Finbarr’s 
College, Akoka. The boys from 
Akoka won by a single goal 
margin of 2-1 in keenly con-
tested final.

Anwar-Ul-Islam College 
forward Promise Ernest who 
believe that his team played 
well but were unlucky in 
finding the back of the net. 
Promise who was awarded 
the MVP felt he could have 
played a better game, in ex-
pressing his thought on the 
march he said, “My personal 
performance was very poor 
and I am disappointed with 
myself. Things didn’t just work 
out in our favour because we 
performed well today.”

Established in 2012, the 
GTBank Masters Cup is an 
annual football competition 
for first generation and private 
secondary schools in Lagos 
State geared towards the de-
velopment of grassroots foot-
ball, the discovery of young 
soccer talents, and fostering 
camaraderie amongst compet-
ing schools.

on this pitch, they play smoothly 
than before

“We can also absorb pressure 
here and my target is to help the 
club to gather points as much as 
possible, so we will improve on 
our play to boost our chances.

“Today the pitch plays impor-
tant role in the game, we can play 
one-touch-two-touches without 
missing the ball and that is im-
portant. We had a good game,” 

he said.
Cooreman said that the techni-

cal crew would consider fortify-
ing the defence in order to avoid 
conceding unnecessary goals.

“I will be looking at the de-
fence line in order to re-adjust 
and see how we conceded goals. 
Sometimes some of the players 
are half fit, especially in the 
defence.

“The defence must be im-

proved upon because they are 
playing too wide; they don’t read 
their lines and they make a lot of 
mistakes.

“That is what we will work 
on it to survive the relegation,” 
he said.

NAN also reports that Ikorodu 
United still maintains 17th posi-
tion in the Southern Conference 
of the NNL with 18 points from 
19 league matches.
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Pacquiao looks beyond Horn, eyes Mayweather rematch

A
rsenal CEO Ivan 
Gazidis has told 
supporters that 
the club is hunt-
ing for top play-

ers to boost the squad and 
defended the decision to hand 
long-serving manager Arsene 
Wenger a new contract after 
a season marred by protests.

A vociferous section of 
fans turned on the manager 
as results faltered when Ar-
senal exited the Champions 
League and their hopes of a 
change of leadership were 
dashed when he signed a new 
two-year deal at the end of 
the campaign.

“We’re looking for top-
quality players,” Gazidis said 
at a fan event. “We’ve got 
three times as many scouts 
as we had four years ago. I be-
lieve that to be a world-class 
football club you’ve got to be 
world class off the pitch.”

Some fans are disillusioned 
with the direction the club is 
heading in under Wenger, a 
feeling compounded by the 
perception that he is unwill-
ing to spend big money on 
players that can take Arsenal 
to the next level.

On the pitch, Arsenal won 
the FA Cup but finished fifth 
in the Premier League, failing 
to qualify for the Champions 
League for the first time in 
Wenger’s 21-year tenure.

Gazidis denied there was 
an element of sentimentality 
behind the decision to give 
Wenger an extended stay.

W
hile Manny 
P a c q u i a o ’ s 
u p c o m i n g 
f i g h t  w i t h 
unheralde d 

Australian Jeff Horn is a world 
away from his blockbuster bouts 
against Floyd Mayweather Jnr 
and Oscar De La Hoya, the ‘Battle 
of Brisbane’ may help return the 
Filipino to pay-per-view royalty.

Pacquiao, one of the finest 
boxers of his generation, was 
defeated by Mayweather in an 
unanimous points decision in 
Las Vegas two years ago but the 
38-year-old wants another shot 
at the American.

Mayweather retired in 2015 
with a 49-0 record but the 
40-year-old has agreed to a 
12-round fight against mixed 
martial arts champion Conor 
McGregor, a match-up dismissed 
by boxing purists as a circus.

Speculation of a potential 
Pacquiao-Mayweather rematch 
has rumbled in the background, 
with the Filipino’s long-time 
trainer Freddie Roach saying 
that Mayweather had paid sev-
eral visits to his Wild Card Box-

“It wasn’t a sentimental 
decision,” he said. “It was a 
mutual one... I care about the 
club and those values. I want 
the club to be successful.”

With news trickling out 
of the Emirates that Alexis 

Sanchez --  Ars enal’s b est 
player over the past few years 
-- wants out before the new 
campaign, the situation could 
quickly turn sour if results do 
not go Wenger’s way from the 
start of next season.

the distance since a 12th round 
TKO of Miguel Cotto in 2009.

While Roach quips that Pac-
quiao’s embrace of Christian-
ity has stopped the knockout 
blows from coming pundits 
have questioned whether the 
southpaw still has the power 
that accounted for the likes of 
De La Hoya, Shane Mosley and 
Ricky Hatton.

Horn’s trainer Glenn Rushton 
has bullishly predicted the fight 
will go the distance but the for-
mer Olympian will go into his 
hometown bout a rank outsider.

Horn, who stands to earn a 
fraction of Pacquiao’s guaran-
teed purse, win or lose, was un-
impressed with Pacquiao’s lack 
of interest in the pre-fight media 
conference this week where the 
Filipino spent much of the time 
playing with his phone.

“I can’t imagine him doing 
that at a Mayweather press con-
ference,” Horn told local media.

“It definitely shows a bit of ‘he 
doesn’t care’ attitude to the fight.

“Maybe we’ll see he hasn’t 
put in all the hard work they 
say he has.”

Gazidis implored the sup-
porters to unite behind the 
team.

“There has been disagree-
ment,” he added. “There has 
been a lack of unity and dis-
satisfaction. The board knows 

that.
“I beg you, please come to-

gether and give our manager 
and this team support. I want 
the atmosphere to be united 
and it has been a struggle 
because we haven’t had that.”

ing Club in Los Angeles in recent 
months.

Roach told reporters in the 
leadup to Sunday’s fight that 
Pacquiao wanted a rematch with 
Mayweather but he would have 
to put on a show against Horn 
to have any chance of getting it.

“To get Mayweather you have 
to look good. Against Horn, he 
has to be impressive. It’s a good 

way to get his pay-per-view 
audience back.”

 BOX OFFICE APPEAL
While Pacquiao’s WBO wel-

terweight title defence will be 
pay-per-view on Australian 
television, ESPN’s telecast will 
be beamed prime-time in the 
United States on Saturday.

While Lang Park, a stadium 

mostly used for professional 
rugby matches, is an unlikely 
venue for the Filipino senator’s 
bid to stay relevant in the boxing 
world Pacquiao (59-6-2) still has 
huge box office appeal.

E n o u g h  f o r  t h e  l o c a l 
Queensland government to help 
bankroll a fight expected to draw 
over 50,000 spectators.

Pacquiao’s camp had hoped to 
arrange a fight with Briton Amir 
Khan in the United Arab Emirates 
in May but that deal fell through 
over money problems, open-
ing the door for Horn (16-0-1), a 
29-year-old former schoolteacher 
who is undefeated against mainly 
obscure opponents.

Roach has predicted a knock-
out in a “short and sweet” fight.

“In all my years of boxing, I 
have never been as motivated and 
fired up as this fight,” Pacquiao said 
on his arrival ‘Down Under’.

Pacquiao regained the welter-
weight world title belt he lost to 
Mayweather when he beat Jesse 
Vargas in a unanimous decision 
in November, proving he still re-
mains a formidable competitor.

But he has failed to win inside 
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O
ften you hear people talk and 
write about the abundance 
of human capital in Nigeria. 
Overtime and from my 
e x p e r i e n c e  m a n a g i n g 

businesses, leading institutions and most 
significantly teaching children and adults, 
I have come to the unfortunate conclusion 
that what we actually have is an abundance 
of human beings and not human capital, 
and I think it is necessary that we make the 
distinction, so that we can chart a course for 
a better society in our country.

You will agree with me that the purpose 
of human capital is for creative and 
innovative enterprise and productivity – in 
this regard, one of the factors of production. 
In Nigeria, our human population has been 
scarcely involved in any serous creative and 
innovative enterprise or productivity to 
warrant us saying we have an abundance 
of human capital. What we have rather is 
a huge population of consumers who can 
at best be described as what we are in our 
most basic form – human beings, and even 
that is still still an aspiration for many. 
Human beings in our current evolutionary 
phase are referred to as ‘homo sapiens” – 
the human that thinks and reasons – I am 
still doubtful that many Nigerians today 
have achieved this basic level of a thinking 
humanity considering our proclivity for 
indiscipline, corruption, nepotism, ethnic 
and religious bigotry! My assertion is 
simple, if we truly have an abundance of 
human capital or talent like many people 
often express, then we would have been 

while acknowledging that the Nigerian 
substitutes are better or at least comparable. 
I mean I have heard prospects say that 
rather than have a Nigerian voice-over 
artist for an e-learning video, they will 
prefer one with an “oyibo” voice or foreign 
accent, so they like your content, but they 
believe it will flow better with an imported 
or even electronic voice. Or someone who 
will be trying to beat down your price for 
children’s educational games that are made 
in Nigeria only to turn around and import 
games from abroad at 5 times the price of 
the valuable Nigerian substitute that was 
seemingly “too expensive”.

Our country is now being drowned by 
a celebrity culture, so much so that young 
children now write essays on the subject 
of what they will like to be and they 
simply say “I wanna be a celebrity”, drawn 
to the pomp and pageantry that is vainly 
celebrated on television and social media 
that is unfortunately symptomatic of the 
emptiness that pervades our land.

Our half-baked graduates become the 
half-baked engineers that build defective 
roads and bridges; half-baked doctors that 
forget their Hippocratic oath and are more 
interest in getting rich over-night that 
providing world-class medical services; 
or our quarter-baked religious clerics who 
are pre-occupied with preaching about 
prosperity and increasing their personal 
bank accounts and fleets of jets and luxury 
cars to the detriment of an increasingly poor 
congregation.

 I can go on and on, but I think the point 
is well made – we need to stop fooling 
ourselves about an abundance of human 
capital, and start working hard towards 
transforming the 180 million human beings 
that we have into some form of viable 
human capital. We can only do this when 
we are brutally honest about who we are 
in the first place.
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a much more innovative and productive 
society, and a society driven by higher 
values and principles.

There are many things out there 
that lend credence to my assertion – an 
educational system bedeviled by striking 
lecturers, churning out cultists and half-
baked graduates who in turn end up 
being lecturers and professors themselves, 
further polluting the ivory towers. Or is it 
the “victims” of private education, led by 
proprietors whose only interest in education 
is vain glory and the accumulation of 
wealth for themselves, so much so that 
they are neck-deep in acts of willful 
examination malpractice, piracy of school 
books and resources; and other brazen acts 
of cheating and fraud. Or should I point out 
the professionals in the workplace today 
who demand higher wages and pay but 
fail to contribute meaningfully to actually 
improving themselves or the institutions 
where they work? Remember, almost 
100% of our self-financed Government 
budget at all levels goes to the payment of 
salaries of an over-bloated and inefficient 
public service including multiple houses of 
parliament, and multiple levels of judiciary 
in a country bereft of justice and fairness. 
Can we dare say that our 180 million people 
can be described as Human Capital? Most 
of us are either whining and complaining, 
sitting on the fence, or just too pre-occupied 
with getting our share of the national 
cake and then spending it all in wasteful 
consumption.

The few Nigerians who are striving to 
transform their human capabilities into 
capital are unfortunately going through an 
ordeal. There is no need to recall the huge 
infrastructure challenges, multifarious 
tax and levies that they have to bear, and 
outright discrimination from the rest of the 
Nigerian human beings who still prefer to 
consume imported goods and services even 

Week
Quotes of the

A Computer Economics report showed 
that annual worldwide malware ex-
penses increased by $10 billion (to $13 
billion) over a recent 10-year span. 
Google Research suggests that one in 
every 10 Web sites is infected with 
“drive-by” malware. In June 2009, the 
Windows Secrets e-newsletter reported 
that such seemingly safe Web sites as 
Coldwell Banker.com, Variety.com, and 
even Tennis.com were exposing Internet 
Explorer visitors to the Gumblar exploit, 
which threatens to compromise visitors’ 
systems in order to propagate.

Blogs
From the 

“Everybody is complaining about power 
supply but they (National Assembly) also 
cut the budget for Mambila Power Project 
and the Bodo Bridge that connects the 
Nigeria Liquefied Natural Gas station was 
also cut; and all these were also discussed. 
If after we had defended the budget and 
had gone and the Legislature unilaterally 
changed the budget, what is the purpose 
of deliberation?” Minister of Power, Works 
and Housing,  Babatunde Fashola
.............................................................
“We must respect our plurality, we must 
tolerate one another, we must ensure that 
social justice reigns and we must also be 
governed by the rule of law. No society 
makes progress without social justice and 
the rule of law. These are key ingredients 
of not only a democratic society but ingre-
dients that make for peaceful coexistence; 
for harmonious coexistence; for security 
and of course, for development.”
Garba Abari, National Orientation Agen-
cy (NOA)
.................................
“We should sit down, discuss issues and 
problems, as well as see where we have 
gone wrong and what went wrong. We 
should see where we have derailed and 
retrace our steps, then move forward as 
a single, indivisible country. There is no 
problem without a solution and there is 
no padlock made without keys to open 
it. It remains for us to see how to open it.”
The Sultan of Sokoto, Alhaji Sa’ad Abuba-
kar 

Numbers
N192bn 
This is the amount the Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) said it spent on currency management in the 
last five years. 

6 
This number of people are said to have contracted 
Lassa Fever in Ondo State. The disease was discov-
ered recently in Owo and Akoko South East Local 
Government Areas of the state. 

Between human beings and 
human capital
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