
60

>>> FACTS:

Architect:
Ludwig Hilberseimer

Year:
1949

Site:
Chicago, United States

Size:
-

Program:
Park with residences, apartment houses,
hotels, community buildings, universities,
technological and scientific, institutions,
museums, playgrounds, camps,
gardens, and farms. A commercial
area, residential districts, manufacturing
industry area, heavy industry area,
gardens, farms, woods, local railroads
and highways.

Type:
Integral idealistic strategy

Client:
Research Illinois institute of Technology,
Chicago 

Status:
Model
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Chicago 
To make a comprehensive plan for 
a new Chicago, we must distinguish 
between the city’s main parts: the 
commercial area, the different industrial 
areas, and their respective residential 
areas. There are three different 
industrial areas: the heavy industries 
with their intensive airpollution, the 
manufacturing industries which 
also cause airpollution, and the 
manufacturing industries, which are free 
from airpollution and other industrial 
nuisances. All residential areas except 
those for the heavy industries, are 
placed within walking distance of the 
factories. For reasons of production, the 
heavy industries have to be integrated. 
Because of the prevailing winds, the 
residential areas belonging to the heavy 
industry area have to be separated from 
it and connected with it by means of 
transportation. 

Replanning 
The planning of the city could begin 
with the reorganization of the city 
parts according to their requirements: 
the establishment of a proper relation 
between them, and their connection to 
one another by adequate transportation. 
In our diagram (ill. 98) we show how the 
parts of the city might be rearranged. 
The entire lake front becomes a park, 
a recreation area, in which are located 
spacious residences, apartment 
houses, hotels, community buildings, 
universities, technological and scientific 
institutions, museums, playgrounds, 
camps, gardens, and farms. Inland, 
behind this park area, the heavy 
industry area lies, along a canal to 
the south; the commercial area, to the 
north Both areas have their residential 
districts. Parallel to, but separated 
from the commercial area by another 
park, are the manufacturing industries 
which do not cause air pollution. 

Theoretical distribution of towns as service centres and their zones of 
influences

Plan for decentralisation, showing 
the effect of a atomic bomb on the 
size and distribution of cities
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Beyond these, and the residential 
areas of the heavy industries, the 
other manufacturing industries are so 
arranged that each settlement is free 
of air-pollution from its own or from 
neighboring factories. The land between 
these dispersed communities is given 
over to gardens, farms, and woods. 
AII these areas could be expanded 
easily by adding new units. No matter 
how many new units were added, 
the same favorable conditions would 
prevail. A railroad line leads along the 
lake. The railroads from all directions 
flow as tributaries into this main artery. 
This main railroad is paralleled by a 
main highway, likewise connecting and 
uniting the highways coming from other 
directions. A system of local railroads 
and highways connects and unites 
the entire city, thus easily solving the 
unspeakable railroad and highway 
tangle of today in a few simple and 
rational lines. Travel could become safe, 

quick and efficient. The enormous toll 
of human lives by automobile accidents 
would be greatly reduced. AII residential 
areas would be free of through-traffic, 
for the streets of our typical settlement 
unit are so planned that they carry only 
the automobiles going to, or leaving, the 
houses on that street. AII through-traffic 
is shifted to the highways. Since all 
residential areas, except those related 
to the heavy industries, are located 
within walking distance of the places 
of work, traffic in general would be 
greatly reduced. Heavy industries, and, 
where necessary, light industries, are 
served by canals. The transportation 
system has its center between the 
commercial area and the area of the 
heavy industries. In this transportation 
center are located the central station, 
the airport, the central depots and 
warehouses, freight yards and docks. 
All settlement units are surrounded 
by parks. Recreational areas are thus 

located in the immediate vicinity of 
homes. School and playgrounds in 
these parks can be reached from the 
houses of the settlement units without 
crossing streets. 

The result 
If we were to meet these requirements, 
we should have not only a city built 
according to the needs of today, but 
also a city protected to a relatively 
high degree against aerial warfare. 
The city would be so dispersed as to 
become a decentralized instead of a 
centralized city. This decentralized city 
would combine the advantages of a 
small town with those of a metropolis. 
The metropolis can be located in the 
landscape. With its parks and gardens 
it can, indeed, become a part of the 
landscape -urbs in horto- the city set in 
a garden -Chicago’s old motto, could 
become reality again.

Replanning 
The planning of the city could begin 
with the reorganization of the city 
parts according to their requirements: 
the establishment of a proper relation 
between them, and their connection to 
one another by adequate transportation. 
In our diagram (ill. 98) we show how the 
parts of the city might be rearranged. 
The entire lake front becomes a park, 
a recreation area, in which are located 
spacious residences, apartment 
houses, hotels, community buildings, 
universities, technological and scientific 
institutions, museums, playgrounds, 
camps, gardens, and farms. Inland, 
behind this park area, the heavy 
industry area lies, along a canal to 
the south; the commercial area, to the 
north Both areas have their residential 
districts. Parallel to, but separated 
from the commercial area by another 
park, are the manufacturing industries 
which do not cause air pollution. 
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