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In December, 2018, the new facts of human rights violations were identified in certain districts 
of Luhansk and Donetsk regions, controlled by the armed groups of so-called “LPR” and “DPR”: 
illegal detentions, restrictions of freedom of movement of civilians, involvement of schoolchildren 
into the events with propagandistic aims, development of parallel legal system and violation 
of property rights. Unfortunately, all these human rights violations have become a “norm” for 
residents of the territories of so-called “people’s republics”.

1. Illegal arrests, detentions and restriction of freedom of movement

From December 7 to 9, 2018, in the occupied territory of Donetsk region controlled by the 
occupation government of the Russian Federation, 276 persons were detained for violating the 
curfew during the “Night City” “operational-preventive operation”.

From December 21 to 23, 2018, 368 persons were detained during the same “operation”.

Two persons were held illegally for two months by Ilya Nikolayevich Nikolaenko, a resident of 
the Georgievka village, born in 1971. He used them for general labour activities. According to 
the “LPR | MADHOUSE CHRONICLES” group page on Facebook, Elena Uschapovskaya, born in 
1971, a resident of Chelyuskintsev village and Sergey Kalashnikov, born in 1956, a resident of 
the Shakhtersky village, worked under the supervision of Nikolaenko during day time, and in the 
evening they were closed in a separate room and chained.

2. Development of parallel legal system, advocacy, notary, courts

Russian occupation administrations and controlled media continue to inform local residents of 
the occupied areas of Donetsk and Luhansk regions, as well as the world public, about the “state 
bodies” activities and the results of such “work”. It should be noted that this activity has no legal 
basis and the main aim is to demonstrate the so-called “sovereignty” of the “republics”.

On December 6, 2018, the laws “On measures to prevent harm to the health of children, their 
physical, intellectual, mental, spiritual and moral development” and “On basic guarantees of the 
rights of the child in Luhansk People’s Republic” were considered in the first and second readings 
and adopted by the “deputies” of the so-called “people’s council of Luhansk People’s Republic 
(LPR)”.

On December 7, 2018, the so-called “People’s Council of DPR” considered a draft law defining 
the status of the “Victory Banner” copy, which is one of the symbols of the Great Patriotic War of 
1941-1945.

On December 18, 2018, the so-called “Council of Ministers of the LPR” approved the provision on 
licensing passenger transport equipped for transporting more than eight people.

3. Violation of property rights

In December 2018, the process of so-called “nationalization” of enterprises that had previously 
operated under the jurisdiction of Ukraine or belonged to the citizens of Ukraine, who live in the 
territory controlled by Ukraine since the beginning of the conflict, continued on the occupied 
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areas of Luhansk and Donetsk regions under the control of Russian occupation administration. The 
process of “searching for the owners” is widespread.

In December, 2018, 4 announcements on the search of real and personal property owners were 
posted by he so-called “state revenue committee” of “LPR”. 

It should be noted that applications from owners are accepted within 60 days from the date of the 
announcement. Otherwise, the enterprises will pass under the control of the “republic”.

4. Coercion for membership in “civil society” organizations and participation in “patriotic” and 
“social” actions of “LPR” and “DPR”. Involvement of children in propaganda

Military-patriotic propaganda and involvement in participation in “civil society” organization are 
actively spread among children, adolescents and youth on occupied areas of Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions, controlled by the Russian Federation’s occupation administrations. The employees of 
budget enterprises and enterprises with so-called “external management” are actively enlisted in 
“civil society” organizations.

On December 17, 2018, Nikolai Yermolenko, director of the so-called “Center for the Development 
of the Children and Youth Movement”, said that around 700 schoolchildren of of “LPR” have joined 
the “Young Guard” civil organization for children.

5. Obstruction of activity of the international organizations

On December 24, 2018, an attack was made on representatives of the OSCE SMM by three armed 
representatives of “LPR” occupation administration of the Russian Federation near from the 
village of Horoshee. As it was reported by Anatoly Stefan, officer of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, 
on the “LPR | MADHOUSE CHRONICLES” group page on Facebook and on his personal page, the 
car was damaged and the insignias of the OSCE SMM were vandalized as a result of the attack. 
The attackers were identified.

______________________

The monitoring was prepared with the support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Federal 
Republic of Germany in partnership with the DRA e.V. NGO (Germany). 

The opinion of the authors does not necessarily coincide with the official position of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Germany.
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