
Edition 1
2014

New Year 7 iPad class
* pilot program introduced

Vivo has arrived!
* new merit system begins

G’day USA!
*Saints on tour in America

Swimming Carnival
* check out all the pool action

Multicultural Day
* All the fun of the fair

Other features:
* Behind the scenes - the dedicated
work of our professional staff is revealed
* Who is the new Beatle?
* Discover Mrs Kaur’s passion
* What is Ms Snewin reading?
* Excursions galore!
* Our School Captains - what are they
really like?
* High Resolves - our world...our choice
* SRC and House activities

2014MagEd1.indd   1 28/07/2014   2:15:13 AM



The 2014 school year has heralded a new era for Saints News and introduced some significant changes to the 
way we teach and how some students will learn.

The school day is now comprised of four eighty minute periods and a new Year 7 iPad class is in operation. 
Our student merit system has been dramatically revamped with the implementation of the Vivo reward 
system.

As always, St Johns Park High School is a happening place!

For me, it is a ‘return to duty’. I produced an annual school magazine many years ago when computers were 
in their infancy. I am now relishing the creativity and ease that the modern computer programs offer in 
publishing.

At the same time, I wish to acknowledge the magnificent contribution that my predecessors, Marcus Herger 
and Dr Michelle Hampson and their team, have made in producing Saints News over many years.

I hope that the new Saints News will live up to the standard that they have set.

Many of our regular features will remain in place. A few interesting additions will hopefully, provide some 
surprising insights into the lives of the staff and students that make up our tight knit school community.

I will leave you now to enjoy reading our first edition.

An enterprise like a school magazine is only possible with the support it receives from its contributors and 
Saints News committee. My thanks to the following people:
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Committee:
Principal:
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St Johns Park High School ensures by every means 
possible that student, parent and staff privacy in our 
photographs and written material is maintained. If 
photographs or written material offend or permis-
sion was not given please contact the school and 
notify our publications department. We regret and 
apologise for any embarrassment.
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Design: Jenny Lu, Suling Neav and Ms Martin

St Johns Park High School is a truly 
great school. We are fortunate to serve a diverse 
and supportive community. We have a team of 
dedicated teachers who demonstrate a high level of 
commitment to the school. Our student population 
represents more than 60 national backgrounds and 
is well behaved and respectful. We strive to serve our 
community consistently and respectfully.

2014 will be a year of thoughtful change and 
improvement at St Johns Park High School. 
We are working with Big Picture Education 
Australia to develop a personalised approach 
to learning for students for whom a traditional 
school approach is not appropriate. Big Picture 
has a number of distinguishing features such 
as: academic rigour, learning in the community, 
individualised exhibitions of student work, 
collaboration, relationship building, and learning in 
the community. Our special education students have 
been using this approach for several years and we 
have seen significant changes in students’ confidence, 
communication skills, understanding of the 
community and workplaces, social skills and living 
skills. Big Picture has been used in many schools 
around Australia and the world. The experience of 
schools using Big Picture is of increased student and 
family engagement in learning. 

We are also working with David Price OBE 
on Project Based Learning. David Price was, for 
ten years, the principal of the Sir Paul MacCartney 
School of Music in Liverpool England and now 
works as an educational consultant. Project Based 
Learning uses real world problems to frame 
important academic learning so that students can 
quickly and easily see the relevance of the work they 
are completing. Home Economics, Social Science, 
Mathematics and Science faculties are developing 
these Project Based units of work.

At the end of 2013, we were    
saddened to lose Linda Henry to      
Ashfield Boys High School where 
she is now Deputy Principal.    
Linda Henry came to St Johns   

Park High School eighteen years 
ago as  a classroom teacher. She was promoted to 
Head Teacher Home Economics and then to Deputy 
Principal in 2004. Linda worked with students in 
classroom settings during her time at our school, 
preparing many students for a career pathway in

Hospitality, a VET course which she continued to 
passionately deliver. She also made a significant 
difference to teaching and learning by initiating 
and driving the integration of technology into the 
classroom. Linda made a wonderful contribution 
to St Johns Park High School and was very highly 
regarded by the entire school community.

                   Steve Moisidis has been appointed 
to replace Linda Henry in  the 
Deputy’s chair. The whole school
is aware of the great contribution 
he has made as Head Teacher 

English through his strong    
and innovative leadership, attention to detail and 
outstanding faculty development. He has also led the 
introduction of the Australian Curriculum across the 
school providing direction, locating and delivering 
professional learning and resources. The whole 
school was delighted when his appointment was 
announced.

       Linda Jurcevic has been   
appointed Head Teacher Social 
Science at Liverpool Girls’ High 
School. Linda arrived at St Johns
in 1999 where she soon became a 

valuable faculty member. She took 
on the responsibility of developing Retail into a 
viable subject. Linda has gone on to become a HSC 
Senior marker and VET Trainer. Linda has been 
awarded VET Teacher of the Year and in the 2012 
HSC her Retail Services student, Ian Lauv, achieved 
the highest honour of coming 1st in the State. Her 
contribution to the school has been considerable over 
the years. We wish her well in her new role.

 
I remain very proud to be principal at St 

Johns Park High School and I commend Saints News 
to our school community.             Sue French

Principal

Across the Desk...

Sneh Gour has left us to take up a 
position at Prairiewood High 
School. She was a valued member
of the Science Faculty for a 
number of years. During the time

                              she spent with us she proved to 
be a hard working teacher who dedicated her time 
and effort to her students. Her classes enjoyed the 
practical experiences she provided for them. We wish 
her every happiness for the future.

 3 2

Ms Martin 
Editor
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HSC Honour Roll 
2013

The 2013 Higher School Certificate results were impressive with 25 students scoring 
more than 90. Socheata Khou, one of our students, gained first place in Khmer. This is the 
third year in a row that a student from St Johns Park High School has gained first place 
in a Higher School Certificate course. More than 160 university places were offered to our 
year 12 graduates - an outstanding effort. - Ms French

The following students achieved outstanding results in 2013 HSC and received a 
band 6 (90 and above) in their respective subjects. 

      Socheata Khoun
*

*Earth and 
Environmental Science
*English as a Second            

Language

1st in State - Khmer

* Mathematics 2 Unit

Martin Hong
* Mathematics 2 Unit

Glen Prasawat
* Mathematics Extension 2

Anna Huynh
* Hospitality

Alexander Chung
* Mathematics 2 Unit

      Dean El-Mouslimani
* Information Processes and

Technology

Jessica Grasso
* Community and Family

   Studies

 5

On 25 April, every year,
Australians commemorate  
ANZAC Day. It   
commemorates the landing                        
of Australian and New        
Zealand troops at Gallipoli   
on 25 April 1915. The date,
25 April, was officially       
named ANZAC Day in                 
1916. 

In 1917, the word   
ANZAC meant someone 
who fought at Gallipoli 
and later it came to mean   
any Australian or New 

Zealander who fought or served in the First World 
War. During the Second World War, ANZAC Day 
became a day on which the lives of all Australians lost 
in war time were remembered. The spirit of ANZAC 
recognises the qualities of courage, mateship and 
sacrifice which were demonstrated at the Gallipoli 
landing. 
     Commemorative services are 
held at dawn on 25 April, the 
time of the original landing. 
This was initiated by returned 
soldiers after the First World 
War in the 1920s as a common 
form of remembrance.
     The first official dawn service 
was held at the Sydney Cenotaph 
in 1927, which was also the first
year that all states recognised a public holiday on 
the day. Initially dawn services were only attended 
by veterans who followed the ritual of ‘standing to’ 
before two minutes of silence was observed, broken 
by the sound of a lone bugle playing the ‘Last Post’.  
     ANZAC Day is a day when 
Australians reflect on the many 
different meanings of war. 
Gatherings are held at war 
memorials across the country.

Nelson Ha
* Mathematics Extension 2

Emily Lam
* Textiles and Design

Patrick Ly
* Mathematics 2 Unit

Bunsea Khov
* Mathematics Extension 2

Tiffany Chaik
* Mathematics Extension 2

Alison Le     
* Earth and Environmental

Science

Kelly Lam
* Mathematics 2 Unit

Danny Tran
* Mathematics 2 Unit

Jimmy Tran
* Biology

* Mathematics 2 Unit

 Joan Luu
* Mathematics Extension 2

           Fernando Chhean
* Mathematics 2 Unit

Peter Nguyen
* Mathematics 2 Unit

 Jade Quiepo
* PDHPE

Brendan Sims
* Biology

Han Wang
* Mathematics 2 Unit

 Jack Tea
* Information Processes and

Technology

Peter Thach
* Chemistry

* Mathematics Extension 2
* Physics

Alison Wong
* Mathematics 2 Unit

Kelly-Mai Tran
* Mathematics Extension 1

Rudi Yacoub
* Community and Family Studies

Anzac                   Day

2014MagEd1.indd   4-5 28/07/2014   2:15:35 AM



Year 7 iPad 
Class

At St Johns Park High School we are 
exploring the new BYOD (Bring your own 
device) Department of Education and 
Communities (DEC) program which, as 
the name suggests, allows students to bring 
their own technology device to school and 
have access to the DEC wireless network to 
support their learning in the classroom.

As this BYOD program is relatively new, we 
decided the best way to see how to make 
it work for our students was to run a pilot 
program. We focused on one type of device 
with one Year 7 class for the 2014 school 
year. The Apple iPad was selected as all 
teachers were already using iPads within the 
school. Teachers interested in taking the class 
received additional training to support the 
integration of iPads into their teaching and 
learning programs. 

Interested students, with access to an iPad 
or iPad Mini, were asked to nominate 
themselves for the class. Those students 
wishing to join the class, who did not own 
their own device, were able to loan one from 
the school. The response was extremely 
positive and the “7i class” has 24 enthusiastic 
students who are progressing well in the new 
pilot program. 

At St Johns Park High School we recognise 
that the nature of learning has changed. Our 

goal for the pilot program, is to find ways to 
meet the needs of our 21st century learners 
and improve our teaching and learning 
programs with this interactive and engaging 
learning tool. The iPads do not negate the 
need for books and pencil cases. Rather, the 
iPad is used as a resource, much like the way 
a textbook is used, to support learning where 
it is deemed appropriate by the teacher.

example is the recent PDHPE Assessment 
Task. Instead of performing a speech about 
themselves, students were able to utilise their 
device to create an iMovie where they were 
the star. They filmed themselves delivering 
their speech and integrated movie clips, 
graphics, photographs and music to create a 
professional movie introducing them to the 
class. 

Feedback from teachers, students and their 
parents at this early stage of the program has 
been quite positive, with students using their 
iPads to support their learning on a daily 
basis. We are looking forward to seeing where 
the year takes us and what possibilities this 
pilot program provides for expanding the 
program across the school in the future. 
 Mrs Amanda White
 7iPad Class Coordinator

The beauty of the 
iPad and the sheer 
scope of apps 
available, means 
that our teachers 
are able to deliver 
tasks using the 
iPad that would 
be inconceivable 
without it. A 
perfect

Abbey Lenton 
If you could be an animal, what would it be?

Hippopotamus
What is your favourite shape?

Circle
Would you rather freeze to death or burn to death?

Freeze to death
If you had a pig, what would you call it?

Glitzy
If you could have a super power what would it be?

Everything Wonder Woman has
Would you rather have and extra arm, or an extra 
leg?

An extra arm
Would you eat a snail for $50?

Yes!
What did you eat for dinner last night?

Thai
What would be the best job ever?

Professional puppy patter
If you had to live off one food, what would it be?

Chocolate coated strawberries
If you were stuck on a deserted island, what would 
be the three most important things you would 
need?

Phone , sunscreen, and a volleyball called Wilson
If you had to exchange bodies with someone, who 
would it be?

Tony Abbot – so I can rewrite his mistakes
Interviewed by Amy Luu

...Abbey is our 2014 School Captain Vivomiles and
our Level System

This year, St Johns Park High School has 
introduced a new rewards system. It is electronic 
and does away with the old style Merit Certificates. 
Vivomiles is the new way for our students to be
rewarded as they progress through High School. It is 
an online, electronic rewards system that is finding 
success across the world. St Johns Park High School 
is one of the first schools in Southwest Sydney to 
introduce the system.

Teachers will reward students online with 
points called Vivos – the new student currency.
Vivos can be spent on an exciting range of products
on the Vivomiles.com.au website.

Students collect Vivos and they will work
their way through our Level System and collect 
Principals Awards & Medallions, be invited to 
Incentive Days and; on Level 5, be nominated for 
Student of the Year.

A number of students have already redeemed 
products from the Vivo shop (Vshop) and have
progressed to Level 4 on our Level System. 

It is easy to reward students with just the click 
of the mouse, and students are keen to collect the 
vivos. Teachers will reward students for a range of
things including: classwork; assignments; behaviour; 
uniform; contributing to the school community, and 
much more.

Vivos continue to accumulate throughout
the students’ school life with points continuing 
to accumulate, even when the student purchases 
products.

A parent logon is coming and parents will be 
able to see what their children have received rewards 
for.
 The Vshop has a wide range of products 
available including: stationery; sports equipment; 
computer games; jewellery; carabinas, mp3 players, 
formal tickets, Year12 jerseys, lunch with Ms French! 
And much more!!
 Vivos are proving to be very successful.

     Mrs Donna Draper

 6  7
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Year 7 - Meet the 
Parents L awrence       

...Lawrence is our 2014 School Captain

           Dannoun
If you could be an animal, what would it be?

Tiger 
What is your favourite shape?

Circle 
Would you rather freeze to death or burn to death?

Burn to death 
If you had a pig, what would you call it?

Rocky 
If you could have a super power what would it be?

Invisibility 
Would you rather have and extra arm, or an extra 
leg?

Extra arm 
Would you eat a snail for $50?

Yeah, I’d do it for free!
What did you eat for dinner last night?

Chicken sandwich 
What would be the best job ever?

Bear tamer 
If you had to live off one food, what would it be?

Chicken 
If you were stuck on a deserted island, what would 
be the three most important things you would 
need?

Laptop, Wi-Fi and best friend 
If you had to exchange bodies with someone, who 
would it be?

Channing Tatum  
Interviewed by Briony Norton

While one group of students embark on 
a new and exciting phase of their education, 
another group is finalising and reflecting on their 
educational experience, as they now step into 
adulthood.

We asked Year 7 and 12 students to record 
their impressions on their respective educational 
experiences to date.

My first term in high school has been 
fun. I’ve met new friends and some of the 
subjects I do are fun because I didn’t study them 
in primary.                         Christina Krstevska

When I was in Year 7, I was shy 
and lost.....Now that I’m in Year 12, I am 
enthusiastic and enjoying school.    Tanya

My first term in high school has been 
great because I got a chance to meet new friends. 
It’s a great new adventure.                      Hannah Le

Abbey

When I was in Year 7 I was dreaming 
of becoming school captain.....
Now that I’m in Year 12, I am 
the current school captain! 
#yay #goals!

My first term in high 
school has been a new experience, 
with subjects like woodwork and 
science. It has just been a great 
time so far.                                                                 

When I was in Year 7, I 
was twelve years old.....Now that 
I’m in Year 12, I am seventeen 
years old.   Aishling

My first term in high 
school has been great. I really 
enjoy moving to different classes 
and being independent. 

My first term in high school has been 
fantastic. I really enjoy my subjects like Visual Arts 
because I get to express my creativity and learn about 
other artists and their work.                    

My first term in high school has been an 
amazing experience for me. It has helped me to be 
more confident, smarter and mature.

My first term in high school has been    
amazing time for me. I have found lots of nice 
teachers who are helping me on my journey. High 
school is better than primary because you don’t have 
to wear a hat and the canteen food is delicious!                                                            

My first term in high school has been  
challenging. I have never really been very good at 
maths but my teacher has been finding ways for me 
to understand. So now maths is better. High school 
can seem scary but when you are here, it is really fun 
and enjoyable.                                           

When I was at school…
“… I had a great Maths teacher, Mr 
Hestelow. I didn’t like maths very 
much and used to talk too much. 
He demanded absolute silence. It 
wasn’t long before I found myself 
standing for whole period. I was so 
humiliated, I decided to stop talking and do maths. 
That’s when I began to be a good maths student.”                                                

– Ms French

When I was in Year 7, I was clueless, 
insecure and curious......Now that I’m in Year 12, I 
am full of ambition.

  My Lan

When I was in Year 7, I was suspended.......
Now that I’m in Year 12, I am a respected Prefect.

   Angela

When I was in Year 7, I was confused, 
nervous and carefree........Now that I’m in Year 12, 
I am ambitious, stressed and sleep deprived.

   Kristal

 Arsiak Ishaq

Caitlin Madden

  Alex Ancora

 Ana Loncar

My first term in high school has lived up to 
my expectations. The subjects are more advanced 
and exciting.

  Audesho Teyari

Sydney Nguyen

 Alexandra Matos

When I was in Year 
7, I was short, somewhat 
immature and inferior..... 
Now that I’m in Year 12, I 
am a giant, still immature 
and superior.  Michael

When I was in Year 7, I was small-minded 
and ignorant.....Now that I’m in Year 12, I am 
ambitious and aware.

 Leon

 8  9
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Kurdish  Maltese  Serbian  Assyrian  Thai  Armenian  Hokkien  Vietnamese  Tongan

Lao  Macedonian  Indonesian  Arabic  Greek Spanish  Swahili  Hindi  Khmer  Hakka  IranicPersian  Samoan  Turkish  Cantonese  German  French  Mandarin  Chaldean  Teochew
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  G’Day USA! G’Day USA!

Before the start of this school year, 5 of our current students, Petar Kupresanin, 
Chelsea Ratsabouth, Michelle Thai, William Nguyen and Vicky Tang undertook a journey 
of a lifetime to America, as part of a student exchange program. The program conducted by, 
Educational World Travel provides Australian high school students with the opportunity 
to experience high school in the United States. Apart from living with an American family 
and making new friends, some time was devoted to visiting iconic landmarks and absorbing 
American history and culture.

“The three weeks that we spent in the 
United States was an eye opener and has 
enriched our cultural experience. During 
our time in California we were able to fully 
immerse ourselves within the American 
community.”

“This was a once in a lifetime opportunity that we will never forget.”

“Thank you to all the teachers and office ladies 
who supported us throughout the preparation of 
our trip.”

Art
Express

On Friday the 14th of March, St Johns Park 
High School’s senior Visual Arts classes went on 
their yearly excursion to Art Express at the Art 
Gallery of NSW.

A brisk walk from the station allowed us to 
admire many of the beautiful buildings and sites the 
city has to offer including Queen Square, Hyde Park 
Barracks, St Mary’s Cathedral and the Royal Botanic 
Gardens and Domain. 

Art Express features a collection of 
outstanding students’ Body of Works from the 
previous Year 12 students who completed the 
HSC Visual Arts Course.  Students were able to 
view the selection of artworks created in different 
expressive forms that included ceramics, drawings, 
paintings, photomedia, printmaking, sculptures and 
documented forms (mostly from across the Sydney 
metropolitan area).

The exhibition allows senior students to gain 
inspiration and creative ideas from the selected 
artworks but it also creates an understanding for 
the students of the level of sophistication, time 
and commitment that went into these art making 
processes.  

The excursion was a great day out and 
enjoyed by those who went. It gave many of the 
students a first-hand experience of learning how to 
respond to artworks in a critical manner and it also 
encouraged students to appreciate artworks in a 
gallery environment.              Ms Quinn Elson12 13
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Maths  and
Mrs Kaur

 

On Thursday 20th February we held our annual school swimming carnival. The results were fantastic 
and all the students enjoyed the day. 

Congratulations to the many students, who participated, dressed in their house colours and got into 
the house spirit. But as we all know there can be only one winner;

• Fourth	was	Beta	on	247	points
• Third	was	Epsilon	on	310	points,
• Second	was	Gamma	on	402	points

The Winning House for 2014

Alpha  503  points. 
 

• 12Yr	Female	Champion	–	MATOS,	Alexandra
• 12Yr	Male	Champion	-			TRAN,	Wilson
• 13Yr	Female	Champion	-	BEGGS,	Jasmyn
• 13Yr	Male		Champion	-	VUU,	Danny
• 14Yr	Female	Champion	–	RUSE	,	Tarah
• 14Yr	Male		Champion	-	VUU,	Danny
• 15Yr	Female	Champion	–	Norton,	Shanae
• 15Yr	Male		Champion	-	TAING,	Stanley
• 16Yr	Female	Champion	-	CHUNG,	Alicia
• 16Yr	Male		Champion	-	NIL
• 17+Yr	Female	Champion	-	ALLOMES,	Caroline
• 17+Yr	Male		Champion	-	HUYNH,	Bryan

Monday the 3rd March was the Lansdowne 
Zone Swimming Carnival held at Prairievale Leisure 
Centre. The carnival was organised by Fairvale High 
School.

We had a great number of representatives 
this year with 35 students in our team. At this 
year’s carnival we again placed 5th overall, which 
unfortunately was a slide in position from last year. 
However We were lucky enough to have one Zone 
Age	Champion	which	was	17+	Boys	Brian	Huynh.	
We	also	had	2	successful	relay	teams	the	17+	girls

We would like to thank all teachers for their 
efforts over the day, special thanks go to Mr Liapis 
and Mrs Smith for organising the entire day and to 
Mr Matos and the house patrons for promoting 
house spirit.

We had many competitors and this year’s Age 
champions are as follows:

and the 14 boys relay teams both came second and 
went on to represent the school and zone at the 
regional carnival.

The following students all placed 1st in their 
respective events at the Zone carnival. We are very 
proud of them and their efforts on the day.

Monday the 17th of March was the 
Sydney South West Swimming Carnival held 
at Campbelltown Swimming Centre Bradbury. 
Here,  students were competing to make the State 
Swimming Carnival. This year we had one successful 
competitor, Danny Vuu of Year 9 who came third in 
the 14 years Boys 100m breaststroke. Danny was a 
reserve for the State Swimming Carnival.

• Danny	Vuu	2nd	Boys	14	Year	Olds	100	LC	Metre
Breaststroke
• Bryan	Huynh	1st	Boys	17	&	Over	100	LC	Metre
Breaststroke
• Bryan	Huynh	2nd	Boys	17	&	Over	200	LC	Metre
IM
• Bryan	Huynh	3rd	Boys	17	&	Over	100	LC	Metre
Freestyle
• Bryan	Huynh	1st	Boys	17	&	Over	50	LC	Metre
Freestyle
• Tevin	Lam	3rd	Boys	17	&	Over	100	LC	Metre
Breaststroke
• Tevin	Lam	3rd	Boys	17	&	Over	100	LC	Metre
Backstroke
• Tevin	Lam	3rd	Boys	17	&	Over	100	LC	Metre
Butterfly
• Alexandra	Matos	3rd	Girls	12	Year	Olds	50	LC
Metre Freestyle

 SwimmingCarnival
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You might not have to solve equations or 
complex calculation problems in any workforce 
that you are in but the skills that you acquire 
will help you analyse life situations logically 
and determine a proper solution based on your 
circumstances.

High school was where I began to immerse 
myself in the mysterious equations of maths. I 
relied on its strong formulas and developed my 
own mathematical instinct that soon became my 
passion. The subject became logical to me. My 
friends and I enjoyed pondering over challenging 
maths questions during our breaks. The teachers 
were excellent at teaching and their techniques 
have been very influential to my own teaching 
career in maths. For me, maths was the most      
                exciting subject in high school. It fed my 
                curiosity to learn more.14

I love maths because it helps you to reach 
a desirable result if you follow a certain series of 
steps in an orderly way without making an error. 
If you do make an error, you can start over using a 
different method but the first step is to recognise 
where the mistake has taken place and really, this is 
what life is all about.

In high school, I realised that I could grasp 
mathematical concepts with great ease. I enjoyed 
sitting with a group of friends and ponder over 
challenging questions. The whole mathematical 
process seemed very logical to me. That’s what gave 
maths an edge over the other subjects. I loved the 
fact that it had a definite answer at the end; either 
right or wrong.

I was taught by some excellent teachers at 
school. I still find myself emulating their style of 
teaching. They have imparted a lot of knowledge 
and wisdom to me, which I have endeavoured to 
pass onto my students.

Teachers are not the only source of informa-
tion for students anymore. Students have been very 
inquisitive and well informed due to the evolution 
of the internet. Teachers need to have various styles 
of teaching and be well informed about different 
walks of life to handle the students’ enthusiasm.

Finally, I would like to say Mathematics is 
exciting, creative and multifaceted. Mathematics 
is the future, without it the entire universe would 
most likely remain a complete mystery to us and it 
can be said that maths is a part and parcel of our 
daily life.

I have taught Maths for twenty years and it 
is still my greatest passion.

Interview and photography by Amy Luu 
and Catherine Trinh
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SRC Coordinator
       Mrs Kluver

When did you first become the coordinator of the SRC?
I became the SRC coordinator at the start of 2013.  
What was the reason behind your decision to become 
the SRC coordinator?
I really wanted to be able to make a difference in our 
school for the students. I also knew becoming the SRC 
coordinator would be a great way of acting on my pas-
sion of inspiring young people to strive towards success. 
How have you been finding the whole experience of 
leading the SRC?
It’s been excellent! The students of the SRC team are 
so supportive which really makes coordinating the SRC 
worthwhile. 
What has been your best experience since joining the 
SRC?
Well there have been so many great experiences since 
I joined the SRC. We had the leadership camp in 2012, 
which was all about getting to know each other. We also 
ran a Multicultural Day in 2012 where students had the 
chance to wear their own cultural clothes to school, 
that was a great day. The various fundraising activities 
we have run, such as Crazy Hair day, were also a lot fun. 
They were all for a good cause too, so that made them 
even more enjoyable and worthwhile. 

Do you wish to continue being the coordinator of the 
SRC?
Yes, absolutely, I’d very much like to continue being the 
SRC coordinator. I really want to continue to make a 
difference. 

What SRC events and campaigns can we look forward to 
this year?
We have quite a few events planned for this year. We will 
be running:
‘Jeans for Genes’ day in term 2, 
Legacy Day and Education Day term 3, 
Bandana Day, Halogen Foundation and Oz Harvest in 
term 4.

By Shanae Norton

Farewell
   Debbie...

At the end of Term One we had to say a sad 
farewell to an integral member of the support staff here 
at St Johns Park High School. As our student population 
shrinks we had to lose staff. Debra Lenton has been at St 
Johns Park High for over 10 years. Firstly, as a temporary 
School Learning Support Officer in our Special Education 
Department and then, in 2005 she gained a permanent 
position as a School Administration Officer. 

Debbie has become a highly valued member of 
our small team with a willingness and capacity to work in 
many areas of the school from the Library, Home Eco-
nomics, Print room and the Front Office.  Her bubbly per-
sonality, infectious laugh, professionalism, compassion 
and empathy have endeared her to many of our students 
and their families. 

Everyone from the Senior Executive, teaching 
staff, students, the St Johns Park community and finally 
her fellow support staff are going to miss her deeply. She 
will leave a hole in the heart of St Johns Park High which 
can never be filled. 

Debbie is taking up a position at Lurnea Public 
School where they are going to be thrilled with their new 
office lady.

Mrs Michelle Jones

Debbie with her daughter Abbey.

When I was at school…
“…my primary school was in the  

middle of a flood plain so it was cut 
off once a year during floods to 
those who lived out of town. I had
six options I could take to get to  

                                 school, walk of course, bus like most, 
car with my dad, pushbike when the weather was good or 
canoe if it flooded. But my favourite was to ride 
my horse and leave her at the school’s Ag farm.” 
– Mr McPherson18 1918

PoolAction
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The  Joy  of  Reading 
with  Ms  Snewin

What book are you currently reading?  
I am currently reading a wide variety of books depending on what 

mood I’m in. Some of the books include V for Vendetta and Brave New World.
What genres do you like?

I like all English literature; however I do not like fantasy or science 
fiction. I enjoy reading current books and have recently started reading 
graphic novels.
What is your all-time favourite book?

I couldn’t choose from all the books I have read. The Great Gatsby has 
beautiful language and every time I read it again, I am able to get something 
new out of it. To Kill a Mockingbird taught me about the qualities that I 
admire in people from the eyes of a child called Scout. The Little Prince, is 
a cute picture book that is just as relevant for adults and contains so many 
important morals, including my favourite quote, “All that is important is 
invisible to the eye.”
Who is your favourite author?

I have more than one! Some of my favourite authors are F. Scott  
   Fitzgerald, Dave Eggers, Mohsin Hamid, and Markus Zusack. 
     What part of the book do you find most interesting? Why?

My favourite part of the book is past the first 100 pages, when you  
   know the characters and where the story is going. It’s the part where the 
   story comes alive. 
      Do you prefer individual books or series? 

I prefer individual books rather than series. I feel sequels never 
   quite live up to the hype of the first book. 
      From what age did you start reading and what kept you 
   reading?

Since I was a victim of “tiger parenting” I was expected to read at 
   quite a young age. I fell behind in Kindergarten but my mum taught me
    to read within a week. Books were a luxury that I was always permitted and
   I read the beginning of the Harry Potter series at school, when I was quite 
  young.
     What is the purpose of reading? 

Reading allows you to gain a better understanding yourself and the    
  world around you. Books teach you to find out about your own identity and 
the person you want to be. You take morals from books and you always learn 
something new. It’s a reflection of who you are and what you know. If you 
don’t enjoy reading then you’re not doing it properly. 

“…there were strict rules on nail polish. 1st warning cotton 
buds and nail remover. 2nd time, acetone and cotton bud. 
3rd time, steel wool and scrub off! All supervised by the 
infamous Mistress in Charge of Girls.”       – Mrs Draper

When I was at school…

The Beatles. We’ve all heard of them. We’ve seen the famous 
‘Abbey Road’ photo. And, maybe even heard one or two  
classics. But, what does it really mean to be a part of 
Beatlemania? That is why, on the 9th of February 2014, the
year 12 Society and Culture class, accompanied by the wise

Mr Watson, took a trip to the Powerhouse Museum to 
investigate the Beatles exhibition.

The displays consisted of first-hand accounts of people who were there and the merchandise that was 
available during this time. There were journal entries of girls who thought the Beatles concert in Australia 
was one of the ‘Best things of the Year’, posters that boldly stated ‘RINGO HOW ABOUT A 
RING’ (followed by the creator’s phone number!!!) and wigs that imitated the classic ‘Beatles 
look’. 

 In addition to the various fan accounts, the exhibition gave us an insight into the 
nature of Pop Culture and music of the 1960’s. Before the Beatles, teenagers were 
looking for a way to rebel and Rock ‘n’ Roll provided an outlet for their escape from 
conformity. However, after the hysteria of Beatlemania, the music industry began to fill 
with various imitations of the famous four. Bands such as ‘The Easybeats’ and ‘The 
Twilights’ emerged, hoping to repeat the success of their predecessors. 

The Beatles exhibition truly gave me a fresh perspective on the popular culture of the 1960’s and the 
idea of Beatlemania. Prior to this trip, I didn’t really understand the impact of the Beatles visit to Australia 
and now, I feel like I have a firmer grasp on the band and the excitement they created in a society that 
previously rejected such expressive behaviour. One key point that I learnt from the presentation is that 
although the way in which adolescents interact with popular culture has changed (Facebook, Twitter etc), 
popular culture will always exist as an outlet to unite people all around the world. 

                 By Tyra Huynh
     

On the 11th of February, Year 11 and Year 12 Drama attended Onstage at
Seymour Centre. The Onstage program consists of the 2013 HSC 
performances and projects that received outstanding HSC results. These 
performances and projects provide an opportunity for students and teachers
to view the high standard of artistic talent from a range of schools in NSW. 

Upon our arrival at the Seymour Centre, we viewed the exhibition of 
individual projects that were non-performance items such as Costume 

                                                          Design and Set Design. These projects were spectacular and phenomenal, in
which we were left in awe. We could see that the students had put a lot of time and effort into working with 
their individual projects and these were the expectations we had to fill. It was a real eye-opener for the Year 
12s. We now realised the extent we had to go to, if we were to achieve exceptional HSC results and be offered 
the privilege of entering this incredible showcase.

The performances included works of drama, humour and satire. Some had great physical energy, 
while others relied on quiet and more personal reflection. The themes ranged from politics, the environment, 
adventuring, censorship and many more. The performances were mind-blowing, amazing, incredible, 
extraordinary and just about every synonym for FANTASTIC! 

We left feeling exhilarated over the experience but also somewhat deflated by the prospect of the 
many hours of hard work that lies ahead of us, as we try to fulfil our own Onstage dream.
I am sure every one of us has gained an understanding as to what is expected and how much dedication is 
needed to complete an individual project and group performance. For those in Year 12, it is safe to assume 
that we now have a source of inspiration for our projects. I would like to thank Miss Quinzi for 
organising and taking us on this remarkable excursion!

On Stage...

20 21
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News
House

Last term your Epsilon captains ran a 
successful event called ‘Challenge Your 
Senses’. The first round was a smelling 
challenge where the contestants had to 
smell 5 scents and guess the correct answer. 
The person with 3 or more correct answers 
progressed to the next round, which was the 
Sculling Challenge. 

The sculling challenge required the 
contestants to scull a 600 mL bottle of water; 
the first one to finish the bottle in each heat 
progressed to the next round; the Food 
Eating Competition. This was the stage 
that all the students wanted to get into, 
simply for the free food! 

The captains prepared a trick to make 
the food eating competition different to 
the norm.  The contestants were expected 
to complete their snack the quickest way 
possible without using their hands! Some 
contestants found this very difficult while 
others thrived. 

22

 gulp...gulp...gulp...

  Leadership Camp
Last year, House and SRC went on a 

leadership camp and spent a good two days running 
around, completing activities, planning the year 
ahead, interacting with each other and developing 
new skills! 

On 18th of November 2013, House and 
SRC had a magnificent camp at Wollongong Surf 
Resort, which was organised by the House and SRC 
coordinators; Mrs Waesch and Mrs Kluver. The 
teachers that stayed up day and night looking after us 
included, Mr Matos, Mr Cooper, Mrs Smith and of 
course Mrs Waesch and Mrs Kluver. 

We arrived at the resort around 9am, and 
to start off the camp, the House team played games 
to get to know one another. The first one was the 
‘balloon game’ which consisted of using body parts 
to hit the balloons. The second game included hula 
hoops and elephant turns. It made us all very dizzy 
and made some students a bit teary because of all the 
head bumping, but we had fun. The next game was 
called ‘Bum Wrestle’ which included wrestling one 
another with our BUMS! It was quite interesting but 
most of all it was HILARIOUS! 

After all the games, it was time to do some 
work and then we got the keys to our cabins. We 
were allowed some free time which meant some 
students went to the beach or played tennis and golf. 
Others stayed in their rooms mingling with newbies 
or practised their lip syncing for the competition 
later that night.

Dinner was a scary affair. Everyone turned up 
in the dining room dressed up in amazing, scary and 
beautiful costumes from movies and TV shows. We 
had our performances after dinner, where House and 
SRC members had to dance or tell a story but

lip syncing the song at the same time. There were 
some amazing and hilarious performances. The 
winning team was from SRC and they did ‘The 
Cup Song’. After the performances, everyone went 
down to the oval to play a game called ‘Wild Games’. 
Everyone had a glow stick stuck on their back either, 
a cool colour or a warm colour. The game is played 
similarly to ‘Capture the Flag’.

The final morning drew a conclusion to 
our journey of self-discovery with a game called 
‘bus mission’. This allowed everyone else to have 
an understanding of each and every other team 
member’s social life. The last game that we played 
was ‘Mission Impossible’. Everyone had a shirt in 
their own team colour with their name tags on it. 
We had to complete different challenges at different 
places around the resort and avoid getting our name 
tags ripped off our shirts by the chasers. Overall 
it was an amazing camp filled with laughter, and 
leadership activities to help us become better leaders!

Angela Nguyen (year 11, Gamma), Monique Seng (year 9, 
Beta), Vanessa Quach (year 11, Epsilon) and Ioana Samu 
(year 8, Alpha).

When I was at school…

23

       I went to a girls’ high school which 
was in the inner west. I definitely 
enjoyed high school and made lots 
of friends. We hated our sports 
uniform because we had to wear 
bloomers which were slightly puffy 
and were a royal blue colour.  

– Ms Niarchos
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 Mental  Health 
     Alliance  Day

Mental Health Alliance Day was the coming together of one hundred local school 
students from around the St Johns Park High School area. Their purpose was to discuss all the 
issues of mental health involving young people.

All the students were separated into groups and were given information about a variety 
of programs and health services which are designed to help teens. They were also made aware 
that Mental Health issues can be a negative thing and that it is important that someone needs 
to know about it.

There were also stalls that had information which gave out free posters, pens, lollies, 
ruler and many more items. Also many of the stalls provided information on how your voice 
can be heard by contacting them online or on their website. Students have the choice to be 
anonymous if they wish.

All students and teachers were all given a delicious recess and lunch by the canteen. It 
was an awesome experience and privilege to represent St Johns Park High School and meet 
new friendly people from other schools. 

On Thursday the 13th March, the SRC held ‘Funky Hair Day’ to raise funds in aid of 
the Leukaemia Foundations’ ‘World’s Greatest Shave’ campaign. The event took place during 
week 7 in the quad in both break 1 and break 2. 

Students were able to have their hair spray-coloured by senior SRC members for a gold 
coin donation. A donation bucket was also sent around the school during break 2 from staff 
room to staff room to collect more money for the cause. In total, close to $300 was raised by 
St Johns Park High School for the Leukaemia Foundation. This is a tremendous achievement 
of which both staff and students of St Johns Park High School should be incredibly proud. 

The SRC would like to give a big ‘thank you’ to all students and teachers for their 
involvement and donations on the day, as the Leukaemia Foundation surely would too. 
Hopefully, our school will be able to repeat this event in 2015 to even greater success and raise 
even more funds for those researching and testing treatments and cures for cancer. 
  Congratulations St Johns, we’ve done a great thing for people and the families of those
            people suffering from cancer. 

 Funky   Hair   Day !

It’s ok...it’s for a good cause.

It looks good...yeah?

Pride  of   the 
Profession
Late last year one of St Johns Park 

High School’s most experienced and 
respected teachers was awarded the “Pride of 
Workmanship Award” from the Rotary club. 
The deserving recipient was of course, Mr 
Sargon.

He has served our school and his own 
local community with great distinction and 
integrity over at least, the last twenty years.

The key to his on-going success 
has been his steadfast belief in the values 
of honesty, respect, responsibility and 
excellence.

Mr Sargon views his life very much like 
a series of ‘jackpots’. The first when he arrived 
in Australia, the second when he decided 
to live in Fairfield and; finally, when he 
arrived at St Johns Park High School to teach 
Mathematics.

Typically humbled by this award, Mr 
Sargon expressed his gratitude to Ms French 
for nominating him and to Ms Henry, Ms 
Niarchos, Ms Draper, Mr Watson and Mr Ho 
for all their help and support over the years. 

Behind the scenes too, Mr Sargon has 
been ably supported by his wife Eglantine 
and son Fadi, his friends Dr William 
Warda(Deputy Ambassador of Iraq to the 
United Nations) and Joe Joseph(President of 
the Assyrian Charity Fund).

Congratulations Mr Sargon!24 25
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High Resolves... our world
our choice

Welcome 
to 

Taronga!

 On a very grey and rainy day we all 
made our way into the city to brave the 
choppy waters on the ferry to Manly. Our 
first stop was the Quarantine station where 
besides listening to heaps of ghost stories we 
also learnt about how disease was controlled 
in the 19th century and compared that with 
today’s techniques. For the record no ghosts 
were spotted…!
 The next stop was Taronga Zoo, so we 
boarded another ferry for an exhilarating 
ride to the other side of the harbour. Our zoo 
guides took us on a tour of the zoo. As the 
zoo was closed at this time we had it all to 
ourselves. We were able to see some animals, 
which would normally not be active during 
the zoo’s opening hours. Some of them were 
crowd-shy animals, who only venture out of 
their hiding spots when the crowds for the 
day have gone.

provided by the zoo staff, who also set up our 
sleeping arrangements for our sleepover. I 
can’t say that we all had a very restful sleep, 
because I did get woken up in the early hours 
of the morning by a frog in a glass enclosure 
in our room croaking away to his heart’s 
content for about half an hour but it felt more 
like hours...
 Early the next morning we had another 
walk around the zoo and we were introduced 
to a few more animals and their keepers.

 “…even though it was tiring, the 
experience was unforgettable and I wouldn’t 
have missed it for anything…”

 Then we headed off to the Museum of 
Human Diseases at University of New South 
Wales, where we learnt more about diseases 
and how they can affect the body and a few 
possible treatments to fix the afflictions.

     
    Year 12 Biology students take a walk on the wild side!

Museum of Human 
Diseases

 
 What can be more interesting than spending 
some time examining well preserved human organs 
in a perspex box?...well nothing really.
 This excursion proved to be disturbingly 
interesting and disgusting at the same time. It was 
amazing to see the difference between a healthy 
liver and a diseased one. Cirrhosis causes the liver 
to distort and double in size, while its usual smooth 
surface develops a ‘bubbly’ appearance.
 A closer inspection of an aorta proved equally 
shocking. The diseased one looked large, pale, sticky 
and ‘puffy’. All in all, this was a thoroughly 
repulsive excursion...Now, what’s for lunch? 27

 We then had a very informative 
and interactive workshop that had direct 
reference to our HSC syllabus. Dinner was

 We once again welcomed the High Resolves Initiative program into our school. It is a 
fun, interactive and inspirational experience in which students learn new skills, stretch their 
minds and meet other people who are passionate about making a difference to the world and 
having their voice heard.

 The High Resolves motto is our world, our choice. It sums up the philosophy that our 
choices and actions make a difference in the world.

 High Resolves is a systematic and progressive approach towards building citizenship 
and leadership skills through its core programs.

 Our Year 8 students participated in the Global Citizenship Program, which provided 
a range of activities that were designed to motivate students to be global citizens, to build 
communication skills across cultures and; to make fair decisions. 

 High Resolves aims to develop the skills necessary for our students to engage in 
conflict resolution and collaboration. In addition, it will give them the ability to lead others to 
work together towards a common goal. In participating in this program, it is hoped that our 
students will discover what their unique contribution to their communities and society will 
be.

26
2014MagEd1.indd   26-27 28/07/2014   2:21:37 AM



Engineering 
Women

The University of Technology Sydney organised 
        a fun and factual hands on day for girls who 
want to gain experience and knowledge about 
studying engineering. My friends and I thought 
that this would definitely be a good experience. We 
wanted to see how university works, gain a little 
insight about engineering and to have some fun. 
         The program was called ‘Engineering for 
Women’ and was aimed to inspire and encourage 
more women to do engineering as an occupation or 
to just study. This area of work is often stereotypically 
directed towards men, however today, many women 
are achieving much greater work in this field. 

 
Some of these inspirational women spoke in front an 
aspiring female audience of 500 high school students. 
Shirley Correl who was a professor at Standford 
University touched us with her moving story. 
She was a student in Brazil who had a passion for 
engineering, yet she was discouraged by her mother.  
She was told that she was supposed to be a ‘lady’ 
and ‘wouldn’t be able to cope with such a masculine 
occupation’. Ms Correl was able to maintain and 
strengthen her passion when she moved to Australia 
to study engineering. Since then she has carved out a 
successful career in software engineering. Ms Correl 
did not perceive any disadvantage in being female in 
a male dominated profession.
 
 ‘…girls understand complications, 
if we can crack one code, we can crack all 
codes…and you get to work with males’. 

 Throughout the day we were distributed 
into several groups where we participated in various 
hands- on activities. The groups were mixed with 
students from different ages and schools so we were 
able to enjoy socialising and making friends with a
               diverse variety of people. Each activity 
               targeted a different field of engineering

 which kept our interest on the day.
 One of the best activities was the ‘Mind 
Control’ activity. In this session, a student had to 
wear a helmet that could read their brainwaves. 
These brainwaves were transmitted onto a computer 
that re-enacted their thoughts of moving a cube on 
screen in different directions. 
 ‘That activity was MIND BOGGLING’.
 Other activities that day involved making 
computer games, building robot arms, and making 
flood efficient houses out of household materials. 
Obviously the winners of these activities were rained 
down upon with prizes of candy. 

 Overall the ‘Engineering for Women Day’ 
definitely opened our minds to the creative world of 
engineering. It was a lively and memorable experi-
ence, which surprisingly was still very educational.
                      by Catherine Trinh

2928

Bush Tucker....
.....yum!

were truly tested when we participated 
in the abseiling, rock climbing, canoeing, 
archery, low ropes and aqua park activities. 
Abseiling and rock climbing were both quite 
intimidating as they both involved heights. 
Despite this, everyone still had a go and many 
actually overcame their fear of heights! 
 Canoeing and aqua park were 
definitely the two highlight activities of 
the whole camp. The path that we took for 
canoeing was surrounded by trees and made 
for a really calming atmosphere, which 
belied the chaos that was to follow! Pain 
soon gripped our arms as a leisurely paddle 
required significant physical effort! Capsizing 
became the norm, often with hilarious 
results!
 Low ropes was an obstacle course that 
included ropes and tyres and we had to get 
from point A to point B without touching the 
ground. Mr Liapis revealed his ‘dark’ side by 
heartlessly punishing the people who fell off 
with 10 star jumps and they had to start from 
the beginning… again.
 Costume night was held on the first 
night that we were in Webbs Creek and 
everyone dressed up to suit the theme of 
‘heroes and villains.’ There was Wonder 
Woman, The Ninja Turtles, Batman, 
Pocahontas, Zoro, The Powerpuff girls and 
many more. We finished off the night with 
karaoke!
 Finally on the last night the moment, 
we had all been waiting for…..the crowning 
of Miss Castle Mountain! One male was 
nominated to represent the group and we had 
to make a ‘dress’ for him to model in front of 
the whole grade. We all witnessed some very 
interesting and beautiful newspaper dresses, 
and some of the guys were pretty good at 
modelling!
 Overall, the camp was filled with 
laughter and friendships flourished. But most 
importantly, many students had overcome 
their fears and were all willing to have 
a go!

 Food looms large in the life of Year 
9 students, so an excursion to experience 
bush tucker at the Royal Botanical Gardens, 
was enthusiastically embraced. Upon arrival 
at the Education Centre, we were split into 
two groups. One group was taken outside 
to examine a variety of native plants and the 
berries they produced. Some were poisonous, 
while others offered an ‘antidote’. Lucky I was 
paying attention!

 Once inside, we got down to the real 
business of the day, eating bush tucker. 
We enjoyed a delicious meal of kangaroo 
meat with barbecue sauce and freshly made 
damper and native plum jam. After that, we 
had a delightful walk through the Gardens     
as we made our way to the train station.
                                            Taani  Teaupa           
tEAUPA                                                                                                                  

 On the 12th February, Year 11 made 
their way down to Webbs Creek for the 
Crossroads camp with Ms Walker, Ms 
Tuake, Ms Holter, Ms Sullivan, Ms Frisch, 
Mrs Prasad, Mr Liapis, Mr Fergusson, Mr 
Aguleria and Mr Edinborough. It was an 
amazing and fun experience which sadly, 
only lasted for three days.
 The boundaries of our comfort zone

Year 11 

Crossroads 
Camp
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 On Friday April 11, 2014, fifty seven Agriculture students from Years 8 to12 went on an excursion 
to Royal Easter Show at Sydney Olympic Park. The primary aim of this excursion was to expose our 
students to the richness of our national resources. 
 On arrival the students were briefed about the day’s activities. Year 8 headed towards the poultry 
pavilion and collected information about the many different breeds of poultry raised in various parts of 
Australia. Then they visited the goat and pig pavilion and completed their written task.
 Year 9 and 10 Agriculture students visited the sheep pavilion and enjoyed watching the sheep 
shearing activity. They also saw different breeds of sheep and asked questions from the experts at the 
display and completed their work book on sheep enterprise.
 Year 11 and Year 12 students went to the dairy and cattle show.They watched different breeds and 
noted their characteristics as they obtained information on the dairy and meat industries.
 Later the students were given free time. They went on rides and bought a lot of show bags!
 The Royal Easter Show showcased a unique blend of activities that were exciting, entertaining and 
informative. This excursion was educational and full of fun.
                Mr. Iqbal

30

Happy 
    Easter!
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School’s back...
      I’m excited!
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