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“Specialization is in fact only a fancy  
form of slavery”

- Buckminster Fuller

Editorial

Responsivity towards the
Civilization’s Trajectory

02

In his book titled “The Operating Manual 
of Spaceship Earth”, Buckminster Fuller 
offered a narrative where he imagined 
the earth as a spaceship, with human 
beings as both the passenger and the 
pilot. By this perspective, he emphasizes 
the connection in between a ship and 
its sailors, in which as the sailors, human 
ought to take care and direct the ship. 

But in the midst of all the intra-species 
segregation and inequality, today do not 
seem as yet to be the appropriate time 
to ask about where should humans direct 
their civilization. It is more appropriate 
for people to figure out first of all how 
to establish a better relation with fellow 
humans. 

Since the Dutch occupational era, 
native Indonesians has been exposed to 
western philosophies that has brought 
along the tradition of classifying things 
by categorizations, specifications, and 
specializations. Especially in the fields of 
education and industry, we have named 
and defined many things by labels. As 
a subject to the tradition, we have been 
accustomed to this tradition up until this 
modern era. 

There is no doubt that the tradition 
have brought numerous benefits when 
used properly. As we have known in the 
science field for example, classification 
is very useful for identifying and archiving 
objects. But without the balancing habit 
that is to communicate across different 
specializations, it would be likely for 
specialist to overlook many things during 
his work. 

The lack of trans-disciplinary practices 
led people into thinking that their 
speciality is better than the others, thus 
causing fanaticism and the disconnection 
in between intellect individuals.

Which would then result in the inability of 
said intellectuals in grasping the bigger 
picture about what is going on in our 
civilization as a whole. 

Despite the obvious necessity, these 
transdisciplinary collaboration are still 
not encouraged enough by educational 
institutions. As a result the human 
resources they produce may be smart 
enough to operate machines, yet at the 
same time not smart enough to think 
about the consequences of their actions 
towards the environment or social 
conditions for example. Even less in the 

ability to think alternatively outside the 
task that are given by their teachers and 
employers. 

In the field of creative industry, these 
tradition is ironically killing creativity itself. 
As an effect, creative individuals would 
only be able to follow the popular trends 
from foreign cultures and take pride 
when they succeed as being the quickest 
follower amongst the locals competitors. 

These are the reasons why OHS is 
highly concerned in trans-disciplinary 
and alternative activities. Through Alter-
Shelter, we hope to be able to kick start 
the tradition that is to take a break from 
our microscopic field of vision in our 
daily activities, and start to look over 
the barriers of specializtions to see the 
reality that our civilization has brought 
forth so far. And by engaging in cross 
platfom communication, we can build 
up alternative ideas to figure out critical 
issues, or to simply respond to social 
conditions in respect to our fellow space 
sailors and the spaceship earth.

Homeless citizens in Shinjuku subway 
station, Central Tokyo, sleeping next 
to an urban development project 
advertisement.
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Background

Re-Thinking the Urban
Housing Practice

03

At least in the last 10 years, Indonesia’s 
external debt has been increasing for 
as much as 144%. From 132,632 Million 
USD up to 323,249 Million USD. The 
money that flows primarily to business 
people and corporations serves as 
incentives for them to expand their 
business and increase surplus. 

The property sector is no exception in 
this growth, in fact this sector has the 
most pronounced impact in the urban 
social spectrum. In terms of aesthetics, 
it is observable that there are hundreds 
of tower construction across the city 
that are gradually creeping up and slowly 
defining the new Surabaya city skyline. 
The facades resembles those seen in 
pre-exsisting metropoles, the direction 
to become Tokyo, Manhattan or at least 
Jakarta is vivid and cannot be unseen. 
On the ethical side, both the vertical and 
horizontal expansion do not neccessarily 
increase the availability of living space 
in general. The new spaces are mostly 
accessible only by those who can afford 
it, even so, it is affordable through debt 
(mortgage). Quite ironic if we consider 
the fact that some of the new towers 
were built after displacing a densely 
populated urban housing complex (as 
known as kampungs.) 

As an effect, the urban development 
creates new opportunity for those 
who already own properties to expand 
ownership by investing in the new 
apartment units. Meanwhile, the 
‘precarious many’ have no choice but live 
in the remaining urban kampungs, which 
eventually getting denser and denser. 
Therefore worsen the space ownership 
disparity, and allowing the thrift of the 
landlord class. 

By the time of this writing, Surabaya has 
reached a point where even the middle 
income family have to be usurped for 
up to 10 - 15 years to acquire a proper 
housing. Though it is not as bad as in 
Japan, where 30 - 35 years mortgage is 
the norm. But Surabaya shows signs that 
we are getting there. 

These phenomenons are the result 
when house builders (developers) no 
longer build houses to be lived in, but 
instead to be bought regardless of the 
usage in order to return their investment 
and accrue as much profit as possible. 
The increasing external debts and 
investments has lured new players to join 
in the housing industry thus inflating the 
property bubble even further. 
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Background

Learning from metropoles across the 
globes, this is yet another repetition of 
what has happened to those capital 
cities. Japanese property stock bubble, 
US subprime mortgage were both ended 
up in a large scale economic crises. With 
the impacts that are still observable until 
today such as the widespread urban 
poor and homelessness within each 
metropoles, and the increasing popularity 
of micro apartment units compared to the 
landed housing. 

Being aware of the routine occurence 
of these property bubble-triggered 
economic crises, Surabaya people ought 
to at least question and rethink about 
the narrative and practice of the housing 
sector. From there we can start to explore 
and imagine alternative ways to progress 
and develop the city for the future while 
simultaneously avoiding to repeat the 
mistakes other metropoles have made. 
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04 Fieldwork

Alter-Shelter workhop began with a 
fielwork session where the participants 
were taken on a site visit to under-
exposed locations within Surabaya. 
By riding Bemo (local public transport 
vehicle) and on foot site exploration, 
participants are tasked to carefully 
observe and interact with local 
inhabitants in each sites. 

The locations are selected due to the 
exsistance of alternative housing units 
within them. Wether it is a self-made 
shack, vertical kampung, or something 
yet to be named. These places are in fact 
not quite well known by even Surabaya 
citizens in general due to the lack of 
exposure in the mainstream media. 

The field work also aimed to balance 
the housing narrative that is mainly 
shaped by the aesthetics of the middle 
to high income lifestyle. Through direct 
interaction with the reality of the absent 
citizens, we expect to have a broad 
perspective in understanding the current 
urban housing conditions, and thereby 
we would be able to find critical points or 
issues to respond to.
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Fieldwork Nyamplungan Warehouse
Complex

During the colonial era, Kalimas riverside 
area in north Surabaya used to be the 
center of trade and water transport 
activities that had huge role in the city’s 
economic sector. The physical remains, 
such as the watchtower, and storage 
warehouses are still withstanding until 
now. 

Through time, many of the warehouses 
have gradually evolved into a living space 
for urban migrants. The warehouse 
occupants communally organize 
themselves and adapt to the building 
layouts and conditions. They manage 
the spaces and create small private units 
for each families, and use the rest of the 
warehouse as free communal space. 

These warehouses can accommodate up 
to 20-40 families. 

This particular way of dwelling can tell 
how the migrants have struggled and 
eventually managed to create alternative 
living spaces that are not dependant on 
urban developers that are clearly out of 
their economic affordability.
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Fieldwork Sombo Vertical Kampung

With the height of 4 stories, consists 
of 16-18 units in each building, Sombo 
vertical housing is able to provide ample 
communal spaces for the residents. 
Daily activities and childs play are well 
accommodated by the large hall on each 
floors. 

Sombo is one of a few vertical housing 
project where the residents are 
coming from the same area where the 
building was built, and do not accept 
new residents apart from the original 
occupants. This decisions allowed a 
peculiar development unlike most of 
other vertical houses. The residents 
have known each other since before the 
construction began, therefore allowing 
them to grow more organically. 

During the visit, we can recognize the 
evidences of healthy negotiations either 
between residence and between people 
and the building itself. These might not be 
visible from the photos alone, but on site, 
the atmosphere was positive and vibrant.
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Fieldwork Tambak Bayan Kampung

Tambak Bayan is regarded as one of 
the old town area in Surabaya. Located 
near the Hero’s Monument in the city 
center, this area is dominated by colonial 
buildings. 

During the struggle for independence, 
immigrants from China arrives to trade 
and eventually assimilate with the local 
cultures inside the city. Once the Dutch 
left the country, their buildings became 
vacant and the Chinese citizens began 
occuppying the empty buildings. In case 
of Tambak Bayan, they renovated the 
horse stable area surrounding the main 
building and turned it into housing units. 

Since circa 1990s, Tambak Bayan was 
challenged into a land ownership conflict 
with the neighboring hotel. During early 
2000s, a significant part of the kampung 

were demolished and turned into the 
parking lot of the hotel. The remaining 
kampung has been struggling to 
legitimize their exsistence ever since. 

Despite the ongoing problems, Tambak 
Bayan people managed to stay open and 
positive towards visitors, therefore the 
kampung has hosted numerous music 
and other artistic events from Surabaya’s 
youth community. This symbiosis, along 
with the constantly renewed artworks in 
the kampung, then generate an exotic 
atmosphere in the site.
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Fieldwork Plemahan Kampung

Plemahan kampung is located adjacent 
to the most popular mall in Surabaya, 
that is Tunjungan Plaza. Only seperated 
by a stretch of a brick wall, this kampung 
managed to maintain it’s exsistence 
amid the rapid development of the mall, 
and the other construction projects 
surrounding the area. 

Plemahan kampung proves to be a 
prominent urban component by its ability 
to provide boarding house, affordable 
food, and other necessities for the 
workers of the surrounding department 
stores and business district. The area 
became the primary absorber of urban 
migration. 

Despite the density and activity, we 
can witness how the kampung might 
not be there for long. Several houses 
in the kampung are already sold off to 
the shopping mall’s developer. Many of 
the remaining residents are waiting for 
the right moment and price to sell their 
houses. 

At the same time, the migrant workers 
who also crowds the area do not have 
a strong sense of belonging compared 
to the natives, which also poses as an 
exsistential threat from within.
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05 Studio Work

The workshop continues to the next 
session which is the Studio work. This 
is the session where participants and 
mentors work together in responding the 
urban housing issues. 

The session started with a discussion 
about the fieldwork and opinion sharing 
about housing in general. From this 
sub-session, we were able to map out 
the interest and concern for each of the 
participants. And then, based on this 
mapping, mentors are able to cultivate 
and forge the ideas and develop them 
into critical narrative, in which would be 
the foundation of the groups project. 

We tried not to label the works with 
‘solution’, or ‘design’ because we wanted 
to create something both broader and 
deeper. Creating solutive design has 
been the routine activity of developers 
and governmental institutions but most of 
the time, the label would lure designers to 
see things from a top down perspective 

thus creating a top down masterplan, 
which is what Surabaya already has 
a plenty. And the talk about ‘solution’ 
would narrow down our thinking into 
dichotomy such as to succeed or to fail, 
or what is good and what is not, usually 
no third option. While the reality is never 
a binary, and most of the problems are 
dialectical. 

That is why we decided to create a set 
of responses towards the urban housing 
problems or non-problems that we found. 
By this approach, the participants have 
the flexbility in exploring their ideas and 
turn it into any kind of projects free from 
classifications. Participants are able to 
incorporate additional values such as 
critique, prediction, emphasis, or even 
humour into their projects.
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Studio Work Mandatory Malls

Salanura Amini
Isna Cahya

Response
Alternative map of
Tunjungan Plaza &
Plemahan Kampung

Media
Photo Collage
Wooden Skewers
Toothpicks
Sewing Threads

In a not too distant future, urban 
kampung in Surabaya might only be a 
memory. Urban development are slowly 
wiping them off the map. Government 
policies is not enough to maintain their 
existence. 

The expansion of Tunjungan Plaza mall 
has put Plemahan kampung in pressure. 
Without much coverage on the media, 
large number of homes in the kampung 
has been bought in a price agreed by 
both parties. This phenomenon might 
just show us the limits of kampung’s 
resilience. 

The remaining residents are faced 
with difficult choices. Some of them 
would love to stay as long as possible, 
others who understood the certainty of 
Tunjungan’s expansion, have no choice 
but to let go of the dreams of staying, 
thus willing to negotiate in selling their 
homes. 

One family who has sold their house, 
inadvertently came back to Plemahan 
kampung and rented the house they once 
own. It was understood by the locals that 
the amount of money was not enough to 
sustain their living outside Plemahan. 

These reality told by the local residents 
conveys the message that urban 
development is never black and white, 
but grayscale. 

The dream of expanding the economy 
has always put up as the ultimate 
reasoning behind urban developments. 
But this has made it very easy for them to 
justify the erasure of local values such as 
communality, sense of belonging, and the 
carefulness and memories of the people. 

So how much do we have to pay for the 
urban development?
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Studio Work Photo collage of kampung environment 
and people’s activity is installed to show 
the dynamism of kampung and how 
the residents love and care about their 
surrounidngs.

01 02 The material choices such as the tooth 
pick and wooden skewers reflected the 
tendencies of masterplans that is coming 
from top and falling downwards
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Studio Work Expectation vs. Reality

Shalim Tehupelasury
M Alfian Fajar A

Response
Micro housing unit
installation & performance
art of property marketing

Media
Plywood
Timbers
Home Furnitures
Printed Brochures

The current marketing trend of the 
property sector has been blinding the 
public from seeing the vast alternatives 
and possibilities of urban living. People 
are now conviced that the only way to 
establish a proper living is through buying 
a readymade house from a residential 
developer. As an effect, people became 
dependant on the role of developer, 
architect, banks thus forgetting the fact 
that a person is able build their own 
house. 

Government also played the part when 
they decide to support capitalized 
top-down developers by subsidies 
and deregulation, but at the same time 
refusing to acknowledge the existence 
of community developed housing sector, 
or even cathegorize them as non-formal 
and illegal. 

Urban kampung way of living has hardly 
ever been promoted as a life style 
alternative by government or developers. 
Despite the fact that kampung have a 
vast array of uncultivated potentials that 
if utilized, can be a strong foundation for 
a healthier social urban dynamics. 

Especially in the spatial aspect whereas 
kampung has proven to be an efficient 
use of urban space by accommodating 
middle to low income citizen which 
make up the majority of Surabaya’s 
citizen. This ability is still unmatched by 
the superceding developments such as 
apartments and suburban residential 
areas. 

So far, the formal development projects 
has created various spatial issues such 
as the vacant investment houses and 
apartment units in the city centers, while 

continuously expanding the city outskirts 
further away inadvertently marginalizing 
the lower income citizens in the far side 
of the city. 

Minimal-is project proposes the idea that 
the exsisting informal houses developed 
by the absent citizens can also be 
promoted with the same treatment as the 
residential housing counterpart. 

Minimal-is exposes the resilience, 
flexibility, and versatility of the informal 
houses. The units can be constructed 
in a very short time, placed in various 
type of locations, and can be afforded 
even by the lowest income community. 
With the versatility of these units, vacant 
spaces across the city can once again 
accommodate its citizen.
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Studio Work The graphic design of the Brochure 
intentionally mocks the popular style 
used by residential developers. This visual 
marketing tool have a large contribution 
in shaping narrative, imajination, and 
expectation of ideal housing in the minds 
of the consumer.

During the presentation session, Retno 
Hastijanti commented that aside from 
critique, this project can be developed 
into a solution that will be able to house 
the citizens who cannot afford formal 
housing. Especially due to the easily 
aquired materials and quick construction, 
this unit can also self improvised by the 
occupants for future expansion.

01 02
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Studio Work The team members decided to re-
produce the units that they have seen in 
the warehouse complex. Along with the 
brochure design, the team wanted to 
emphasize the contrasting aesthetic in 
between residential brochures and the 
reality of urban living.

03
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Studio Work Virtual Privacy

Niti Anggrajati
Amal Buchori
Wheni Sukokarlinda

Response
Installation and performance
Future prediction on how
Virtual Reality device might
intervene the housing design

Media
Cardboard
Paper
Furnitures
Virtual Reality device
Smartphone

In social mobilization, privacy has been 
one of the prominant measure of a 
person’s prosperity. For young people 
who are growing during the process 
of the mobilization, privacy became 
customary to them. The lack of privacy 
on the other hand, is seen as a drawback. 
Similar to other privileges, the desire 
for privacy is also growing, which at 
some point it can be considered as 
individualism. 

The individualistic behavior that is 
rampant amongst privileged people 
(middle to high income society) has 
been the main cause for the depleting 
social interaction. With the dwindling 
communication and physical interaction, 

the sense of belonging and relatedness in 
between people and the environment will 
also be decreased. 

But today’s youth have every reason 
to be individualistic, especially since 
technology has taken over many 
tasks that requires going outside and 
interacting face to face. For those who 
are not concerned about the impacts, 
this technology would be taken as a 
blessing, which they would embrace quite 
frantically. 

There are some strong indications that 
this individualism will be exploited to it’s 
limit. With the arrival of Virtual Reality 
devices, now people are able to summon 

virtual environment and event unrelated 
to the actual reality wherever and when 
ever they feel like it. 

Without ignoring the advancement and 
benefit brought by VR technology, this 
Virtual Privacy installation tries to imagine 
how far this tendency can lead to, and 
what kind of visual impact it would offer. 

Visitors in the exhibition were able to 
observe the performer who was using 
the VR device inside the tiny enclosure 
that represented isolation from the 
surrounding environment. It projects 
how people in the future can be severely 
detached from the actual reality and 
invest his/ her time interacting and adorn 

their virtual world. From there, visitors 
can then imagine how this technology 
and the behavior will affect the actual 
environment

A heterotopian prediction on how the 
future living might take shape, with VR 
technology turning the physical objects 
and space obsolete.

01
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Studio Work Taking cues from the Japanese 
‘Cyber-Homeless’ phenomenon 
in which some people are 
forced to live in internet cafe, 
this installation tries to push the 
possibilities even further.

02
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Studio Work Musafir Capsule

Faisal Rizaldi

Response
Conseptual Design
Musafir Capsule

Media
Photo Collage

In recent years, living cost in Surabaya 
increases constantly, especially property 
prices which has seen the most drastic 
changes, but all without the accompany 
of adequate salary rise. If this condition 
continues in around 10 years in the future, 
we need to reconsider how the need of 
living space will evolve. 

I am a middle class freelance architect 
who spends most of the time moving 
around the city. From cafe, traditional 
coffee shops, restaurants, to friend’s flat, 
all of them can be my place of work. 

With the prevalence of virtual 
communication through smartphones and 
internet, I no longer feel the neccessity 
of an office or home address. These 
traditional addresses nowadays only 
functions for legality and formality 
purposes. Other than that, home 
would only be a place for sleeping and 
occasional dining. 

Myself and many workers with the same 
age as me (27) are still not able to afford 
a proper housing. The houses with 
affordable mortgage for us would be 
the ones located far away from the city 
center. 

Even though the mortgage is affordable, 
the distance will have us spend more 
money for the daily transport. Meanwhile 
in the city center, there are still plenty 
emppty spaces that are supposedly 
able to serve a better use. It can provide 
temporary communal shelters for young 
and mobile workers for instance. But 
instead, the owners are letting the spaces 
loiter until someone wealthy enough buy 
them. 

Judging from the growth of the service 
industry, the number of workers with high 
mobility will increase, and new nomadic 
lifestyle may occur in the future. 

Mobile workers like us do not require 
large space since we can work in any 
type of space and meetings can be done 
anywhere in the city. We only need to 
carry our dairy products such as toiletries 
and cutlery along with our working tools. 
This simplicity will make it easy to move 
and settle temporarily. 

It will be helpful to facilitate the needs of 
this growing mobile worker community. 
One of the way is to spread modular 
units in the places such as the central 
business district or crowded city center 
area in general, so that workers who find 
it to far to go back to their suburbian 
homes, whill have another choice that is 
more affordable than staying in hotel. 

These capsules will also spark new 
habits and interactions between urban 
individuals, since the capsule do not 
provide fascilities other than bedroom, 
other daily activities such as showering 

and dining, will have to be found in the 
city. This would create demand for public 
facilities, therefore local urban settlers 
(kampung people) will be able to take 
advantage of it. 
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Studio Work The subjective and individualist 
perspective of the participant is 
emphasized in order to imagine 
how the desires from young 
people will transform the city in 
the future.

01



42 43

Acknowledgement06

The result of this workshop can 
be understood as the platform of 
speculation, dialogue and praxis of 
diverse individuals and organizations. 
The “alternative solutions” proposed 
by participated young creators were 
conceived as informative practices 
regarding human shelter in the midst of 
massive urban change. 

For that reason, we firstly send our 
appreciation to all participants and their 
proactive and creative actions for this 
experimental urban study project. Also, 
we must acknowledge that this project 
would not have been able to operate 
without the support from sponsors, 
volunteers, and kampung residents. 

We would also like to thank Johan 
Silas, Andi Mappajaya, Retno Hastijanti, 
MADcahyo, and Kenta Kishi for the 
examples and inheritance of intellectual 
resources that have made this fresh and 
alternative event possible.

42 43



Event Contributors07

Collaborators

Event Coordinator

Consumption

Documentation

Camera Persons

Workshop Assistants

Adji Herdanto
Anas Kautsar
A Lintang Cahyani
Tanti Satriana Nasution
Tectona Radike

Sarah Inassari S
Isna Rosyida Cahya

A Lintang Cahyani
Ari Suci Rahayu
Drestanti Inggar K

Deddy L Putra

Harzha Syafarian Surya
Chandra Miraz A P

Dwiki Firmansyah
Safitri Nur Ramdhani

Committees

Yusni Aziz
Architect, Lecturer at UPH
(Universitas Pelita Harapan),
Jakarta

Anton A. Bachtiar
Architect at AKSATA,
Surabaya

Bintang Putra
Social & Economic Activist, 
OHS (Orange House Studio), 
Surabaya

Johan Silas
Architect, ITS (Institut Teknologi
Sepuluh Nopember),
Surabaya

Amira Paramitha
Architect, Assistant Lecturer, 
at UI (University of Indonesia),
Depok

Retno Hastijanti
Conflict Space Specialist, UNTAG
(Universitas Tujuh Belas Agustus),
Surabaya

Bayu Aditya
Architect at AKSATA,
Surabaya

Andy Mappajaya
Architect, ITS (Institut Teknologi
Sepuluh Nopember),
Surabaya

Epriyanta Hermawan
Sharia Property Developer,
Surabaya

Mentor

Critic



Participants Credits08 09

Initiated by

Supported by

Ganis Ryandi
Architect at Perumnas, Surabaya

Faisal Rizaldy
Freelance Architect, Surabaya

Dara Rizqi Pamungkas
Economist, Marketing at Perumnas,
Surabaya

Gesang Maulana
Architect, Under Graduate student
at UNTAG (Universitas Tujuh Belas
Agustus), Surabaya

Shalim Tehupelasury
Architect, Kendari

Niti Anggarajati E
Architect, Surabaya

Amal Buchari
Architect, Kendari

Aditya Andhy Prabowo
Interior Designer at Decore,
Surabaya

Wheni Sukokarlinda
Mathematician, Marketing at
Perumnas, Surabaya

Salanura Amini
Architect, Surabaya

M. Alfian Fajar A
Urban Planner, Perumnas, Surabaya



48 49



Alter-Shelter / 2017


