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*****************************************************************************

Hello, once again.  Thought I'd get a another small issue out before

my spring break began.  Thanks to all who contributed.  Remember, if

you haven't filled out an introductory interview for the group to please do 

so.  Also, I want to begin compiling a discography for the band, so those

of you with b-sides/rarities, we need your help.  Also, if you have any

old articles/Kitchenware newsletters, please let me know, and we'll 

try to reprint some articles, etc.  Also, I'm planning on writing Kitchenware

soon to tell them about the letter and asking for any info they might

feel like divulging, etc.  Anyway, thanks for reading.  Here we go.

*************************************************************************

>From swrobert@u.washington.edu Wed Mar  8 23:50:14 1995

Subject: Prefabrication

Hello there.  I am Prefab fan ever since I walked into the Westwood Tower 

one lonely freshman fall day in 1985.  Two Wheels Good was a pick of the 

week, and I was on a temporary embarassing Thomas Dolby fixation, it was 

cheap, it guaranteed money back, etc.  I can only think of a few albums 

that struck me so deeply instantly personally.  Maybe PiL Second Edition, 

London Calling, REM Murmur, Miles Davis Kind of Blue.  At any rate, I was 

hooked.

Luckily I got into them early enough that many of the 12"s with the 

non-LP Bs were still available.  I have every one, unless you count When 

Love Breaks Down, which melted in the car.  It's unplayable, except for 

Donna Summer, which is closest to the center of the black circle.  

Ironically, this has become one of my favorite tunes, speedup-slowdown 

and all.  

Yep, I've even got the Lions In My Garden EP, which was out before 

Swoon.  You all may drool now.

The converse problem, of course, is having been into Sprout early and 

often, I have completely burned out Two Wheels Good.  I listened to it 

yesterday, and it felt kind of flat.  The one that gets played the most 

in my house is Protest Songs, followed slightly by Jordan, just because 

its so damn BIG.  

Some favorite songs, in no particular order:  Talking Scarlet, Nero The 

Zero, Moondog, I Remember That, Cars & Girls, Paris Smith, Radio Love, 

Doo Wop In Harlem, The World Awake
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Some unlistenable ones:  When The Angels, Knock On Wood, Old Spoonface Is 

Back, Diana

Some other bands that raise the hair on the back of my neck:  American 

Music Club, Public Enemy, The Beatles, Sonic Youth, PJ Harvey, Pistols, 

Frank Sinatra, Elvis Costello, Neil, Elvis, Jerry Lee, Ray Charles, James 

Brown, Stephen Sondheim, but I would trade them all for Coltrane, Miles, 

Mingus & Monk.  Well, at least I would today...  If I wrote this againg 

twenty minutes from now, no guarantee that the names or the order come up 

the same.  Forgot to mention:  Nirvana, Uncle Tupelo, ohgodathousandmore...

Is it on Sun Records?  I love it!

So, what's up with Paddy anyway?  Five years since the last album?!?  I 

mean, christ, the Stone Roses even got one out, such as it is.

Actually, Paddy, if you're listening, I have a suggestion, one which I 

hope will get the hackles up of this fair newsgroup.  (We need a good 

debate to get started, right?  Sheesh, we're talking about a practically 

defunct group with only five records!)  Here it is:  Paddy, give up rock 

and roll!  Write for the stage.  

I remember when Aliens Ate My Buick came out, Dolby was talking about 

production in some music magazine, was it Keyboard or Musician?, and he 

was saying that all the Sprout members liked r'n'r OK, but what they 

really enjoyed was Gershwin, Sondheim and show tunes.  Paddy would be a 

natural at this.  Randy Newman has a new version of Faust coming out, 

with Randy as the devil.  Perfect.  I'd have to guess that Paddy could 

take on a project like this and fly.  No, I don't mean make another 

Tommy, gawd...

And me, I'm a 27-year old grad student at U.Washington.  I'm getting my 

MBA, and I'm sorry.  Native of Berkeley, Ca. and I think that's all I'll 

reveal for the moment.

To all you rollmo stars,

Shawn

**************************************************************************

>From swrobert@u.washington.edu Wed Mar  8 23:59:18 1995

Subject: More prefabrication

Hey, I almost forgot.  An ex-girlfriend once claimed that she was in line 

to be road manager for Prefab for a US tour that would have followed the 

release of Two Wheels Good.  (Already I have to admit I'm baffled by the 

content of this story, but she was rather well connected at the time, but 

just wait it gets better --->

So, she said that the tour didn't come off because Wendy was supposed to 

be some major disaster area, unfit for moving around the country.  
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Sounds like a fish story to me, but I've never met anyone who knew 

enough about the band to know one way or the other.  Does anyone?  This 

story was not part of the only extensive profile I've seen, the one in 

Rolling Stone around the time of Jordan.

OK, that's tonight's anecdote.

Keeping the weary world awake,

Shawn

>From chwirtalla@acad.ursinus.edu Sun Feb 26 21:11:29 1995

Subject: The meaning(s) of JORDAN and the Trash Can Sinatras

Hi everybody.  Now that I have a chance to ask a lot of people at one time,

I'd like to know what everybody knows or thinks about the overlapping concepts

within Jordan: The Comeback.  Through interviews, reviews, e-mail discussions,

and my own distorted abilities, here's what I know...maybe y'all can help me

out if you know something else...

I've heard that the overall story behind Jordan is that Elvis has become a

recluse in the Jordan desert, just waiting for the right comeback song.  This

song ends up being "Moondog", a play on "Hound Dog", which is first performed

on the moon.  It appears as though Paddy is actually describing Elvis in the

two Jesse James songs (i.e. Tupelo, Vegas).  Then there's the obvious storyline\of 

Michael the Archangel and Lucifer, with Lucifer asking for forgiveness.

Paddy then seems to relate Elvis' journey to Jordan with the Israelite's in

"Scarlet Nights".  Is this basically the way most of you see it??  I'm

wondering if there are other concepts/stories within Jordan that I'm not

picking up on??

Also, I cannot believe that the Trash Can Sinatras are big fans of the Sprouts.

In the last two years, the TCS have become one of my most favorite groups,

and I'm just as eager to hear their new album as well as the Sprouts' next one.

To Kitt:  Do you still talk to the TCS?  Any new album news?

That's all for now...bye bye

Chris

****************************************************************************

>From donahue@nevada.edu Wed Feb  8 14:39:52 1995

Subject: Re: prefab sprout e-mail/newsletter/etc

(ed.note - I asked Soma if he knew of any others on the Kitchenware

label.  Here's what I found out.)

Kitchenware represents:

Prefab Sprout

Martin Stephenson
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Fatima Mansions

Bubonique

Hug

Nicola Walker-Smith

Kitchen Music (Publishing)

If you call or fax them, would you ask them if they have an e-mail adress?

Thanks, Soma

***************************************************************************

>From swrobert@u.washington.edu Sat Feb 11 14:56:00 1995

Subject: Re:Prefab Sprout

>From January issue of MOJO poll of celebs picking "The Greatest Thing 

I've Heard All Year":

Paddy McAloon, Popular recluse

It has been very difficult to prise the likes of Echobelly, Blur and 

Suede's dog man star off my turntable this year.  The only record to 

succeed has been Rio Grande by Constant Lambert.  Written and released in 

the 1930s, it's tuneful, rhythmic and kind of Gershwin-esque, although 

Lambert wasn't keen on Gershwin.  Interestingly enough, he's the father 

of Kit Lambert, The Who's manager.

regards,

s.

**************************************************************************

Well, that's it for this issue.  I'm hoping to dig up the Rolling Stone

interview with Paddy from 1990 to be reprinted soon.  Thanks for sending

stuff in, and if you've got a friend who'd be interested in subscribing

to this newsletter, let me know.  Later on.

Ryan Bassler               |          Voodoo up  

bassler@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu   |          Rollmo' Down.   

                           |   
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