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Text: Not Really Princess Amelia!                               

Imagine if someone said to you, "Hey, that's not your mum at all. And that's not your 

dad. Surprise! Here are your real parents over here." And then you realise that they're 

not joking. I’ll tell you now, it's a shock. Once you realise that it's true, you get a funny 

feeling in your stomach. Your heartbeat seems to get really loud, and you have trouble 

breathing. There’s this weird feeling of excitement, but you’re scared as well, if you can 

imagine that. You feel as though you might be sick. 

At first when I found out who my real parents were, I was thrilled. I thought of all those 

times when I wanted to go out and do outdoor stuff, and Mum wouldn’t let me. I thought: 

now I can go out and do it! No more having to go to state occasions. No more having to 

dress up in comfortable dresses. I couldn’t wait to go out on a camp with my new 

parents. 

Then I thought of the stories my mother used to read to me. I thought of how we used to 

play dress-ups. She always wanted me to dress up in sparkly clothes and be a fairy or a 

princess. I always wanted to be a prince or a knight. But we had fun. I would miss her if 

I couldn’t ever see her again. 

I’m glad I don’t have to swap families and never see my mother and father again. When 

I think of that, I feel bad. And I know that Hillary feels the same. She looks excited when 

she talks about going to the castle and living like a princess. Then I see her look at her 

mother and father and she starts looking all teary-eyed. I bet Hillary remembers the 

good times she has had with her parents, going out on camps. 

So we’re both mixed up. Happy and sad. Excited and sacred. Neither of us is too sure 

about getting to know a family who are really strangers. Meeting new parents feels just 

like getting off a roller-coaster at the fun park. It turns your life upside down. The whole 

world seems wobbly for a while. But it’s the most incredible feeling! 

 

 


