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The View From The Editors Desk.

Welcome to the latest edition of the Newsletter for the Eastern Counties Motor Club. Admittedly
it has been a while since the last one and I probably should apologise for this; but I won't! As
Editor  my job is  to  compile  and edit  the contributions  from club members,  not  write  them
myself! Apart from Messrs Burchnall, Skuse and Franklin there has been bugger all from the
other members, it is not fair to expect the first two of these gentlemen to be the main source of
the articles time after time. A few years ago the monthly newsletter would be a simple black &
white photocopied affair read only by club members, nowadays the emailed version can be read
by countless readers including the staff of “proper motoring magazines”. If we want to have a
high profile and be recognised as a club that can get things done we need a half decent magazine
to “blow our trumpet”, instead we are just hiding our light under a bushel – yet again. The club
website or Facebook page will never take the place of the newsletter, each has an important role
to play but neither can replace a regular newsletter. However if the members disagree and feel
that the newsletter is now redundant please let Tony, Nick and myself know and we will direct
our energies elsewhere.

As some of you are aware I now compile (not edit) the  Newsletter for the Fressingfield Oily
Rag Club – better known as FORC. Before I get accused of putting this before the interests of
the ECMC I want to say that this takes very little of my precious time. The Chairman Steve
Wyatt sends me the articles and photos and I stick it all together, simple as that. To those who are
unaware of this club FORC is a loose gathering of motor sport enthusiasts who hold talks at
Stradbrooke Community Hall given by those involved with the sport – both cars & bikes – at all
levels.  Also  it  holds  runs,  sprints  and  track-days  (the  latter  two  via  Javelin  Motor  Sport).
Membership is free and if anyone is interest I can have their name added to the email list. To
learn more go to www.forclub.org.uk

                                                                                                                                                                                       ©FORC 

Richard Hopgood in his home-built Hylander at the FORC Sprint.
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http://www.forclub.org.uk/


Coping With Both 'That Time OF Life' and The DVLA.

The last edition of the ECMC Newsletter membership secretary Nick Skuse explained his need to
own an Austin Seven called “Dobby” and create a new body for it. Not only does he have to 
deal with the peculiarities of being of a certain age but also the bureaucracy of a large 
government agency in Swansea. Nick tells his story in his own words:

OK alongside the building of my Austin 7 special there are a number of parallel sub plots – I 
want the special to be ‘road legal’ so registration/registration number is one required. If you 
spend a couple of evenings surfing the internet you will find a long running thread about the 
registration of specials and re-registering old and rebuilt cars. It appears the DVLA are getting 
uppity about the building a genuine Bugatti from new parts and claiming it an historic car 
because the wheel nuts are genuine. (perhaps that’s a bit of exaggeration) but these controls 
apply to everyone. My thought process was verifying the identification of Dobby early get an 
updated V5C and then it would be easier to amend the registration when the special was 
finished. 

The all-important chassis number.

Up until very recently, a chassis number and a registration document was good enough to 
resurrect the registration of an old vehicle. DVLA introduced a points system based on how 
much of the old car was being re-used before they would accept it, but DVLA now are requiring 
more evidence of the vehicle authenticity. It’s perhaps a coincidence that the selling of dormant 
registration numbers is a lucrative income stream for the DVLA. If your registration number has 
been ‘re-allocated’ you need to apply for a new ‘age related’, non-transferable, number.  How 
does this effect Dobby then? Well, one of the criteria for buying the donor car was it came with a



V5. Dobby came with its original registration number and a V5, but the registration document 
was 35yrs. old!! I phoned DVLA to see what was needed. Yes the V5 was still valid – and yes 
the registration number is still active on the DVLA database and still allocated to the Austin, 
they said send off the change of keeper chit and they would sort it in 2 to 4 weeks. Oh if it was 
that easy! The V5 stated the capacity of 1098cc (for the uneducated it should be 747cc) so there 
was an error of the document that needed correcting. Having sent the V5 off for change of owner
and correction DVLA responded they needed evidence the car actually exists (I can see their 
point, you could do this bit with just a V5 and no car) so photos of the car/registration/chassis 
numbers, with enough detail to cross-reference were sent. I waited.. and waited.. and chased and 
waited, worry set in – if DVLA don’t accept the car it I going to be a nightmare to sort the 
problem out.  9 weeks later a nice new V5C arrives, keepers name updated and the engine 
capacity corrected…… phase one complete.

Back to basics.

So a note of caution to all those people surfing the internet for a bare chassis with V5C – you 
could have an interesting time re-establishing its identification with DVLA.

In the first of these drivels I mentioned the disappearing down to the shed during my retirement, 
for that you need a shed. At the age of 15 John Haynes, of the car manuals, built an Austin 7 
special and produced his first ‘manual’ (a 40 page booklet selling at 4/- each (25p), the later 
versions of the booklet included a recommended layout for a project garage as the best place to 
build the special (the other options he suggested were in a rented garage or under a tarpaulin!!).



So one of the other challenges of my project is  - a shed!  Luckily my negotiations with Julie 
included the provision of a shed. Provision is one thing building one is another. In shed size does
matter!! What size, the bigger the better but it needs to fit in the allocated area of the garden, the 
completion of the negotiations came with a few conditions., including buying her a ride-on 
mower and a separate shed to keep it in.

I have produced my own garage – to update the requirements it includes a PC and a BOSE 
sound sysyem and a lathe (all recycled from elsewhere). 
The majority of May was selling off the bits of the Austin I did not need – it helps cash flow and 
keeps the amount of rubbish down. The shell was lifted off the chassis with the help of 2 friends.



The chassis is now stripped down and stored in the shed(s), I was most supprised with the 
number of bolts that simply un screwed even after 80 years  and the fact I sold off the body and 
panels for more than I expected. 

As you strip things down you notice things, the car has at some time been in an accident, the 
offside front has evidence of remedial work, the drop arm is bent and radius arm has been re-
drilled all of which will need correcting. There is very little rust on the chassis, a light dusting 
with a shot blaster has tidied that. and it is awaiting a coat of paint.

To be continued... 

-o0o-

Onyx Bobcat To Face Trial.

Having competed in his Peugeot 205 Steve Franklin has decided to have a go at Class 4 
(Specials) of the AMSC Production Car Trials. To this end he purchased an unfinished Onyx 
Bobcat kit-car powered by a 998cc A-Plus engine nestling in a Metro front subframe. It has to be
said that it is not the prettiest of motors but it is very nicely made. Steve intends to shorten the 
Bobcat's wheelbase by 12 inches so hopefully the ugly glass fibre panels will no longer fit and 
be left off. Also the Minator alloy wheels will be replaced with a narrower steel variety. Steve 
can't wait for the start of the season and it will be good to have him with us in Class 4, hopefully 
more kit-car owners will join him and hopefully photos of the cars progress will appear in future
editions of the Newsletter.

Although “Plug Ugly” the tub of this Onyx Bobcat is nicely made...



…...and will be a welcome addition to the trials series.

-o0o-

2017 East Anglian Classic.
                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                     Nick Skuse.

Sorry it’s me again; either we are the only people competing or the only ones who can
type. Here is an update on the ECMCs road rallying exploits.

Sunday June 18th East Anglian Classic Historic Rally, the local round of the HRCR Road Rally
championship with the added spice of one of the awards being sponsored by Amazon Cars (local
Historic Volvo specialist).  There were 2 ECMC entrants, John Peterson and Ian Graham in a
Mini and Julie and myself in the old SAAB.



Nick & Julie's Saab.

A long day with up at 05:30 to get to Elsenham Golf Club for the scrutineering and the start and
awards at 18:00 but an event that is worth the effort. For those who don’t know, the event is run
at 2 levels, National B Historic, for serious competitors, and ‘Historic Run’ which is a closed to
club event run over the same route and tests though for the clubman’s you can opt for pre-plotted
route. (We did as it was going to be bad enough without the plotting.)

The starting venue and organisation team are well practised and the organisation is slick; bacon
butties at the start, lots of car parking and plenty of room for plotting if required. The problem
really was caused by the heat and it must have been worse for those standing on a windless
Wethersfield for the tests. Due to the elevated temperatures we had to drive all day with the
windows open. Unfortunately this put undue strain on the headlining, a known Saab weak point.
The outcome was the headlining collapsed just as we left for home; we drove back along the
A12 with the lining resting on our heads.

The day comprised of two morning regularities split by a trip to Wethersfield for some driving
tests (autosolo style). There was a lunch break (with sandwiches!)  And return to Wethersfield
immediately  after  lunch  for  more  tests  and  a  regularity  special  test  using  the  Wethersfield
perimeter road. The final regularity stage taking us back to the golf club for steak pie, chips and
peas (and a vegetarian option). A note to the organisers – last year there was a coffee break mid-
morning; please can you re-instate it for next year, a number of the crews including Julie and I
were really struggling by the time we got to lunch.



I am not able to comment on the navigation (as we had pre-plotted maps) but the route was
enjoyable and there was a low attrition rate; of a total of 46 cars only 6 dropped out. The tests
around Wethersfield were open but with the added challenge that the grass has grown so high
that you could not see many of the cones until you were right on them. This caught a few people
out who knew the venue and appeared to guess the route (wrongly). I have to say its hard work
hustling the old Saab around these tests. She is heavy, underpowered and rolls like a submarine
in a cross-swell but we managed not to be last in all of the tests (most of them though). The new
twist for this year was a regularity around the perimeter track navigated from tulip diagrams
with a number of Passage Controls on route – it sounded good but…… due to problems the
times for this were scrubbed.

                                                                                                                     ©M&H Photography

Matt Warren/Ryan Pickering in the 2-litre Escort. Previous winners of the EAC. 2nd this year and fastest at
Wethersfeild on the tests. The roads were this quiet. (3m from Braintree)

Cars started at 1 minute intervals so at the start, in front of us, were Duncan and Laura Christmas
(Mini) and behind us were Mike Rands and George Haxby in their Escort Mexico.  During the 7
mile course all 3 of us got lost. At one time all 3 of us arrived at the same time junction from 3
different directions and left in 3 different directions. We swopped positions, missed check points
and arrived at Passage Controls from the wrong direction so would have got maximums anyway.
The secret was to ditch the tulip diagram and read the information pack, which by design, or
oversight had a map of the full route, printed in it!! Julie and I started seeded 6 th out of 9, in the
closed to club event, dropped to last by lunch but with a sterling effort and others having a very
bad afternoon we struggled back to 5th by the finish.  (We were so good we made up for the fact
that team Christmas were fastest of all on many of the airfield tests but we picked up so few
penalties in the afternoon we just edged them into 6th.

Congratulations to John Peterson and Ian Graham (Mini Cooper S) who picked up a class win
and overall winners Dave Leadbetter and Cath Woodman (BMW 2002) after an all day long
battle with Matt Warren and Ryan Pickering (Ford Escort)
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Dave Leadbetter/Cath Woodman in a rare BMW 2002 Overall Winners this year.

To put things in perspective:-
1st overall – total penalties, 20mins 35 sec
5th closed event – total penalties, 46mins 18 sec

A great event – we will be back next year (but still using pre-plot route if available)

Hopefully the resurgence of road based events has not passed you by and in an effort to get more
people  involved  ASMC are  running  a  3-event  Sunday  morning  Regularity  series  this  year.
Unfortunately Julie and I were unable to complete in the first  event in May (won by Andy
Elcomb and Joy Walton with only 3sec penalties!!!) but Julie and I did turn out for the SCCoN
event last Sunday and a good event it was. 50 miles of regularity based around the old Ram pub
on the A140 with a mid-morning coffee break. Very friendly but still very competitive, the event
was  won  by  Ellen  and  Colin  Sutton  (1min  18secs  penalties).  Julie  and  I  put  in  a  solid
performance with 11th out of 11 at the half way point,  navigator error) but pulled ourselves
together to be 6th in the second half but with so many penalties from the first run we achieved
11th overall at the finish (9mins 20secs). 

PLEASE NOTE: ECMC ARE RUNNING THE NEXT ONE ON 13TH AUG STARTING
AT NEEDHAM MARKET AND FINISHING AT SAXTEAD GREEN – help in the form of
timing marshals would be very much appreciated
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   Jim Deacon/Dave Taylor from Norfolk. 6th in the lovely Alfa Giulia Sprint.
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Jonathan Amery/Worth Birkhill in a Renault 5 Gordini Turbo. 
Category 4 Historics now include some quite modern vehicles and turbos too.
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Bob Blows, probably our most accomplished local nav doing some pre-plotting. In front of him 
the Brantz trip, accurate to .01 mile, and the very accurate clock. These (and knowing how to

 use them) resulted in 2nd on the regularities dropping 77 seconds on 25 controls and.......

                                                                                                                                                                                               ©M&H Photography

The same car on the tests with Rob Henchoz as driver, playing his part. The result 3rd overall 
for the cumbersome yet very quick Volvo PV544.
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But Historic Rallying not all about old cars and old men. Seren and Elise Whyte were 3rd on the
 regularities. The Standard 10 has under 950 cc so will never be fast on the tests but the 

Whyte sisters have successfully completed LeJog in it.
-

Finally  congratulations  to  Tony  Burchnall  and  John  Conboy  who last  Thursday  (20th July)
collected their outright winners awards for of the 2016/2017 Chelmsford Motor Club 12-car
winter series. Even after having to drop 3 points I managed 6th Novice and Julie 11th overall
driver - a well-supported series with a total of 22 drivers and 21 navigators competing. John
Peterson came in at 14th driver. The first of the 2017/2018 series is only 2 months away.

http://motorsport-news.co.uk/

http://motorsport-news.co.uk/


WHAT’S GOING ON IN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS?

I suppose that the biggest news in recent months has been that legislation allowing  Closed Road
Motor Sport events has been enacted and we will now be allowed the freedom to use public
roads for motor sport without special Acts of Parliament.

The Isle of Man, Jersey and Guernsey and Mull have famously had spectacular events since the
beginning of time. Ireland and Belgium are also renowned for their closed road sport. Now such
events are possible on mainland Britain and some local Councils are beginning to appreciate the
benefits to a local economy that come with them. It’s possible that International Cycling events
have shown what can be done.

We probably won’t  see anything until  next  year.  The processes to arrange something like a
Closed Road Stage Rally are truly formidable but,  all  being well,  there will  be one in East
Anglia next Spring.

Closer to our Club events, the competition year for the Solo and Targa series got off to a very
uncomfortable start. We rely very heavily on MOD venues and a new management organisation
controlling hire of them decided that a four-fold, rising to eight-fold under some circumstances,
increase would be affordable by us. However, thanks to representations from AMSC officials,
they have changed their price structure to reflect the affordability of each type of event and we
now have a price range which is very fair. We lost our first Solo for Operational reasons but we
now have an almost full diary,  published on the AMSC site. (www.amsc.org.uk.)

We have an Autosolo/Autotest/PCA at Wethersfield on Aug 20th and entries are open now.

In fact, between 13th Aug and 12th Nov there are 14 events which I know about, scheduled for
East Anglia. There should be one new venue available in October for a Solo. Details soon.

The Targa series is underway with two events run already at Wethersfield and Woodbridge with
more to come in September, October and November.

A new and very promising addition is scheduled for Sept 24th. This will be a Multi-Venue event
based around Thetford and similar to the tests on the Endurance events of a few  years ago, but
entirely test-based. It is being promoted as a ‘daylight Preston’ and is not to be missed. There are
nearly 100 potential entries and hopefully more to come from the Historic and Vintageant crews.
The website is www.toao.co.uk. 

There are a couple of innovations on the Road Rally front.  Firstly there is a series of three
Sunday morning Regularity Runs. The first was on May 28th which was nearly full,  as was the
July one.  The three form a little AMSC series. The idea is to provide some training in the dark
art of Regularities, used principally on Historic events. They are also very social and a lovely
way to spend a Sunday morning. Our contribution is on August 13th and entries are coming in.
Details are on the club website, www.ecmc.co.uk. 

During the Autumn a small group of AMSC clubs are planning some basic 12-cars to encourage
new navigators. 12-car and 20-20 rallying is seeing a strong resurgence. ECMC is becoming a



significant force as a club in rallying again ( and very nearly won the AMSC 20-20 in January as
a club ). Drivers are pretty plentiful but we need to get some younger navigators in to strengthen
the future.

This event,  along with everything else we do,  requires MARSHALS. There is no longer an
expectation that marshals will just turn up for events. If there is then organisers deserve to be
disappointed. It’s true that there is a small nucleus of people who can be relied upon to turn out
regardless of where, when and the weather. However, to expect this to happen all the time is
quite unreasonable. On many Welsh rallies you don’t get an entry unless you bring a marshal
with you as well. It hasn’t come to that yet here, but it could, and why not? On the other hand, if
you do your motor sport via stage rallying or racing, or whatever it is and therefore use event
marshals to allow you to have your fun, should it not be reasonable for you to come out and
marshal on events in which you don’t compete ?

There will be an event one day which is cancelled because there aren’t enough marshals to cover
it. I can see that happening very shortly if we don’t see more help. Some stage rallies are running
very close to the limit of manpower and Targa rallies are getting near this too, yet the entry lists
are full to capacity. WE NEED MORE HELP TO RUN EVENTS OR THEY WON’T HAPPEN.

If you are considering trying motor sport for the first time the very best way to see what goes on
is to sign up as a marshal anyway. We can put you with someone who knows the ropes so you’ll
see what happens on an event. Then be prepared for the bug to bite!

Keep an eye on the various websites for events. AEMC and AMSC have thorough diaries and
the clubs are pretty good at disseminating information too. Don’t forget them for their club-only
events which still happen and are very social.

At ECMC we could do with someone willing put together a couple of non-competitive social
events. There are plenty of opportunities to do things. It just needs someone who could do a little
organising.

Enjoy the better weather and the next few months sport.

Tony.

In The Next Issue:

An appraisal of the club from the Chairman Ian Rowles!



Classified Adverts.

-

SCOLE ENGINEERING.
Rolling Road Facilities 

Weber & S.U carburettor jetting.
Vintage & Modern

Telephone 01379 740940
-

SAFELY FAST
Increase your confidence and enjoyment, car control, self

analysis and the ability to relax and break those bad habits.

Whether it is the Nurburgring or your local airfield, our
personal support and encouragement can make the difference

in a highly complex sport.

Corporate clients are especially welcome.

A Grade ARDS Qualified Track Driving Instructor

With 10 Years Experience.

For details contact John Norington on :-

www.safelyfast.co.uk/

-

http://www.safelyfast.co.uk/


PHOTO ELITE
For All Your Photographic & Copying Needs.

13 MARKET HILL – DISS – IP22 4JZ
photoelite  diss  @gmail.com
Telephone 01379 640452

-

 KERRIDGES of Needham Market.

Telephone 01449 720222

-

VOLVO PV – 120 – P1800 – 140/164

Parts – Sales – Full Workshop Facilities.

Telephone 01379 388400
Email: volvo@amazoncars.co.uk

www.amazoncars.co.uk/index.asp

-

http://www.amazoncars.co.uk/index.asp
mailto:volvo@amazoncars.co.uk
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com


MAZDA  MX5
Servicing
Tuning

Track Day & Race Preparation
Accident Damage Repaired

Four Wheel Alignment
Rust Proofing

Sponsor of the: 
Michael Cleverley 

AMSC 2016 AutoSOLO Challenge 
Mazda MX5 Trophy.

Valley Farm Business Unit
New Street
Stradbroke
IP21 5JL

www.mx5expert.com/
Telephone 01379 384046

-

http://www.mx5expert.com/


PUGSPORT RACING
(C.M. CHAMBERS CARS)

Peugeot Specialist
Unit 3 The Forge 

Church Road
Weybread
IP21 5TQ

www.pugsport-racing.co.uk/
Telephone. 07889 082466.

-

I.S.L.A. Motor Sport.
Fabrication
Paintwork
Restoration

Accident Damage
Unit 2 

Gilray Road
Diss 

IP22 4EU

-

http://www.pugsport-racing.co.uk/


Norwich
01603 40 60 50

www.richard-drake.co.uk

-

Alfa Romeo & Fiat Spare Part Specialist
www.alfashop.co.uk/

http://www.richard-drake.co.uk/


 AQUAPLANE
FORD
 1172cc

PERFORMANCE
PARTS

&

PUBLICATIONS
Available From:

VINTAGE SUPPLIES Ltd.
NORTH WALSHAM

NORFOLK
NR28 0AJ

www.ford-aquaplane.co.uk/



All contents written in good faith. The permission of copyright holders has been obtained where known.
The copyright of the authors has been reserved

Errors and Omissions Excepted.
-
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