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Grow your own crystal! 
 
 What you need: 

- Pipe cleaners -  1 cup hot or boiling water 
-  ¼ cup borax -  String 
- Popsicle stick -  Cup 
- Scissors 

 
Introduction: 

1.)  Shape your pipe cleaner into whatever shape you want 
(star, heart, circle, square, etc.). Feel free to do this free 
hand or use a cookie cutter or something else to help 
you. We gave you two pipe cleaners so you can make 
two shapes! 

 
2.)  Snip off any extra pipe cleaner once you’re done making 

your shapes. (Or you know, leave it there, and you’ve just 
made a magic wand.) 
 

3.) Tie a piece of thin ribbon or string from your pipe cleaner 
shape. 

 
 
 

4.) Hang the string over a popsicle stick, and dangle your 
pipe cleaner shape inside your cup. You need to make sure 
your pipe cleaners dangle freely without touching the bottom 
of the cup, the sides of the cup or each other. 
 
 
 
 

5.) Mix together the borax and hot water (or boiling water if 
you have an adult around) until the borax is completely 
dissolved. 
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6.)  Pour your water and borax mixture into the cup 
until the tops of the stars are covered. The crystals 
will grow on the ribbon as well, so we don’t 
recommend filling the cup completely. 
 
 
 
 
 

7.) Leave your cup and pipe cleaners out for about 1 
day and they should look like the following picture.

→ 
 

8.) Remove pie cleaner and hang in a window or 
wherever else you want to showcase it! 

 
 
 

What’s happening? 

In the case of Borax, the compound is dissolved in hot water. As with most minerals and solids, Borax 
becomes less soluble the lower the temperature of the water. So, when the mixture with Borax and 
water is cooled, the water holds less of the Borax and it falls out of the solution. This causes crystals to 
form at the bottom of the solution and makes your beautiful creations! 
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