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Introduction 

Not so many people can take the courage to write about 

the failures they experienced. If it had been a success 

story alone, many would have begged a writer to write for 

them even if they couldn‟t write. It has been said that 

failure is part of success. If you have never failed, you 

haven‟t attempted to succeed. 

“If you have never failed, you haven’t attempted to 

succeed.” 

I want to share my own story with you of how I managed 

to pass through my undergraduate school without pocket 

money from home and without parents. I would also be 

telling you where I failed and how grace worked for me. 

This story might portray a warrior (of course, we 

Christians are warriors) but I didn‟t do it alone. There was 

Someone and so many people behind the scene. 

I came into Ekiti State University, Ado Ekiti, Ekiti state, 

Nigeria in the year 2011. Just like many science students 

during their secondary school days, I wanted to study 

Medicine and Surgery. Fortunately for me (yes, 

fortunately), my post UTME was low and I was offered 

admission into the department of Plant Science (now 

known as Plant Science and Biotechnology). You know 
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why I said fortunately? There are so many opportunities 

for you when you are a Plant Scientist but our parents 

have imbibed a culture in us such that if you don‟t 

become a Medical Doctor, Engineer, Lawyer or Banker, 

you have not become anything. I believe a child should 

study and be trained in the area he/she has passion for. 

For example, there are people who could have been 

fulfilled being Artists, Footballers or Plant Scientists (just 

to mention a few) but are struggling with medical 

profession. To cut the story short, I just want to tell you 

that there is no course you study in the university that is 

too small. What matters most is what is in the inside of 

you. What is in the inside of you? Better put, who is in the 

inside of you? Christ, the hope of glory.       

To further let you know how important every course is, 

let me use this funny analogy. It was a comedy video I 

uploaded on youtube. You can search for FakeFalz and 

Tomatoes Scarcity in Nigeria on YouTube.com. It was 

actually during the tomatoes scarcity in Nigeria that I 

uploaded it. Tomatoe was costlier than apple then. In the 

comedy skit, I called my Dad and told him to send me 

tomatoes to pay my school fees because the school no 

longer collects money but tomatoes. Funny, isn‟t it?  
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Just think of this, if there were only Doctors in the world, 

were would they have gotten food from? The same goes 

with farmers/agriculturist. We all need one another to 

survive. Oh! That reminds me of our fellowship family 

song “…I need you to survive…” 

A Virgin Fresher 

During my first year in the university, I mingled with 

good friends. Not so many people have this opportunity. 

In fact, I know of some people who were expelled 

because they had bad friends who influenced them. Not 

all my friends were Spirit-filled (I wasn‟t too) but I had 

this moral standard of living I was brought up with. My 

brother even advised me to wake up at dawn to observe 

what we call Morning Cry that is, preaching in the 

morning around 5am. He gave me some handbills. He 

advised me in that manner so that cultists wouldn‟t harass 

me. Morning Cry is not a bad idea; in fact, we should do 

it as Christians but let your motive be to win souls to 

Christ not because of cultist‟s harassment. Normally, 

cultists shouldn‟t harass you because He that is in you is 

greater than he that is in them.  

As a virgin fresher or Jambite, I was opened to learn new 

things both physically and spiritually. 
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Imbalanced 

 I heard a message that proclaimed academics is not my 

life and by following that message, I wasn‟t really serious 

with my academics. Truly, academics is not my life, 

Christ is, but the message was not balanced when I heard 

it. The people carrying the message about at that time 

preached as if academics was evil. Christ is our life but 

there is a place for you to be diligent in whatever your 

hand finds doing. Not everybody can make first class in 

the university but deep within, everybody wants it. I know 

that all things work together for good for us as children of 

God and I also know that our future is secured with 

Christ.  

“Not everybody can make first class in the university 

but deep within, everybody wants it.” 

Thank God that I have learnt more now. Nothing happens 

to you without a reason. 

Survival of the Fittest 

Like I just said, nothing happens to you without a reason. 

It is just that the reason(s) might not be revealed to us 

sometimes.  
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My Dad and my Mum went to sleep with the Lord when I 

was 6 and 14 respectively. Ever since then, things have 

not been easy. Don‟t pity me! That is not why I am 

writing. I am writing so that you and others can learn. 

Throughout my stay in the university and even as I write 

right now, things have not been easy. I remember a day I 

plugged unripe mango to eat at night because I had no 

food. Not many people knew this. I am sure you too 

would be surprised if you know me but wasn‟t close to 

me. I often put a smile on my face and I wore good cloths. 

Thank God for friends like Jeje Tomide, who I refer to as 

my sister, Oyedeji Feranmi, Ojotu Tosin, Ibitoye Olufemi 

(the author of Your Domain), Ogunmodimu Joshep, 

Adewuyi Damilare, Agbadaola Busola (my school 

mother), Fadiya Joke, Praise Dunsi, Adebayo Funke, 

Oluwagbemi Titilayo, , Falana twins, Tosin Falana and 

many others. Tosin Falana was the one that 

accommodated me in my first year when I didn‟t have a 

place to stay. May God bless her. To know more about 

how I survive, get a copy of my book  I Have Been There 

Before to be launched soon. There, I mentioned many 

names as role players in my life. 

Nobody to pay my school fees when I gained admission. 

Even the people I trusted in failed me. No wonder, the 

Bible warns us against putting our trust in man. I told you 
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earlier that I wasn‟t really serious with my academics 

during my first two years so, I couldn‟t secure scholarship 

for myself. Who would save me? Thank God for grace 

and mercy. 

”Nothing happens to you without a reason. It is just 

that the reason(s) might not be revealed to us 

sometimes.” 

I believed my parent‟s prayers (especially my Mum) 

worked for me. It wasn‟t because I knew how to pray or 

fast. It was just grace at work in me. From 100 level to 

my final year, my school fees were paid by people God 

raised to help me. 

Favoured by Grace 

On the 10th September, 2015, I received a call from a 

prominent man of God in Ekiti. Do you why and what he 

called me for? To pay my final year school fees! He never 

knew me before. He just saw a write-up I posted on 

facebook and God ministered to him to pay my school 

fees.  

That particular day I wrote the write-up was the day I 

wrote my last paper in 300 level and I narrated how God 

saw me through to that level and thanked Him for further 
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provisions. It was a difficult moment but I had to thank 

God.  

Now, I must mention this, be careful what you post on 

facebook and/or other social media. They can either make 

or mar you. Thank God for grace. 

Ministry of Help 

It was in a bus on our way back to school, Ekiti State 

University (EKSU), on the 11th of June, 2014 that God 

gave me the mandate. Earlier on that day, we were at 

Erelu Adebayo Orphanage Home at Iyin Ekiti, Ekiti state, 

Nigeria. I almost shed tears when I saw those kids—they 

reminded me of what I am, being an orphan myself. 

When my dad died in 1996, it was like everything was 

gone. My mum alone was catering for the family. Nobody 

from his family side came to offer help. 

As if that was not enough, in 2004, my mum also gave up 

the ghost immediately after giving birth to the only child 

she bore for the man she remarried in 2003. Then, I came 

to the conclusion that all was gone, only if God would 

intervene. All these memories lingered in my mind while 

I was carrying one of the children in the orphanage. 
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“The experience you are going through is your 

message.”- Kunle Olawale 

Everybody in the bus kept talking about that handsome 

kid that was friendly in the orphanage while we were 

heading to The School of the Blind (comprises both the 

blind and deaf)  in Ikere Ekiti, Ekiti state, all in Nigeria. I 

had heard of the school before but this would be the first 

time I would be there. 

As Bro Wale drove in the bus, I sighted some guys 

playing football in the school field while some were sitted 

as spectators. You would never know these guys were 

deaf only if you were told or perhaps, because they played 

the ball in the school field. 

While we discussed the word of God with them, an 

instructor in the school was busy translating with sign 

language. The blind could hear but could not see. 

Sister Wura was trying to inquire from a blind brother 

about himself through writing (the blind could read and 

write) but he replied “Don’t ask about me. Tell me about 

Jesus Christ.” These words shocked me. 

So, while we were going back to school (EKSU) as I was 

saying earlier, the Lord told me to close my eyes until He 

tells me to open them. That was funny but I had to obey. 
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The bus galloped at a particular place and I opened my 

eyes. “Close your eyes!” I heard Him said. I closed my 

eyes immediately. Later on, the bus decelerated and was 

parked by the driver. I thought we were already in school 

and so I opened my eyes again. God asked me “Have I 

told you to open your eyes?” I felt bad and moody. 

“Don’t worry. I was just trying to teach you something.” 

He told me that the way I was so anxious to see what was 

going on around me was the way those guys were also 

anxious to see us when we were with them. He added that 

we should go there often to show them more love—not 

only by giving them gift items but also giving them 

Life—Christ. 

That reminded me of Pastor „Kunle Olawale who said 

“The experience you are going through is your message.” 

That‟s how Christian Charity Network (CCN) started. 

Blessed are the Merciful 

When I was a kid, I remember I always had compassion 

or take pity on people. It was not necessary that that 

person was suffering. Sometimes, I even felt like crying 

or ended up crying. I didn‟t understand what was 

happening to me. There were times I gave out my things 

just for compassion sake. It was now I know that God was 

working out something good in me. 
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There is someone around you who needs help. That 

person has been praying to God to provide food for him. 

You can choose to be the „answered prayer‟ to that 

person. Another person might be shelter; another person 

might be school fees and so on. Don‟t think what you 

have is too small. Start today. If there is any religion 

whatsoever that God appreciates, it is visiting the orphans 

and widows or in general, the less privileged. The Bible 

clearly stated it that those that have mercy on others shall 

obtain mercy themselves. You want to obtain mercy? You 

know what to do now. 

In case, you don‟t know how to go about it, you can join 

Christian Charity Network (CCN) and do your own part. 

Membership is free. You can check our blog 

www.ccnnigeria.blogspot.com or like our Facebook page 

at www.facebook.com/christiancharitynetwork . God 

bless you as you do so. 

“Your gifts will open doors for you but it is your 

character that will keep the doors opened.” – Tony 

Orija 

  

http://www.ccnnigeria.blogspot.com/
http://www.facebook.com/christiancharitynetwork
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Gift and Character 

My friend and mentor, Tony Orija once told me that your 

gifts will open doors for you but it is your character that 

will keep the doors opened. That is it! So many of us have 

gifts but few have developed the gifts not to talk of 

character. I liken gifts of the Holy Ghost as gifts and 

character to the fruit of the Holy Ghost. You can enter the 

kingdom without gifts but you cannot enter without the 

fruit. 

“You can enter the kingdom without gifts but you 

cannot enter without the fruit.” 

One of the problems we face in the church is that people 

fail to develop their gifts and character. For example, if 

you can play the guitar, develop yourself and let people of 

the world come and learn from you. You can preach and 

influence them through that. Examples of people I have 

seen developed and are still developing their gifts and 

character are Tony Orija, Makinde Adeyemi, Shalom 

Dan, Ebenezer Benson, Femi Onipede, Jaiyesimi David 

Jayeola, Ajamah Emmanuel, Ajayi Damilola, Segun 

Adeite, Anawoye Bayo, Deborah Nwankwo, His Banner 

Adeboye, and many others I can‟t mention here. I so 

much appreciate the gift of wisdom that Jaiyesimi David 
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operates in. Gifts are good. They are meant for us to 

compliment one another and not to compete. As for me, I 

don‟t compete with anybody and even if I try to compete, 

I compete with myself hoping to be better than the who I 

was yesterday. No gift is too small. In fact, that you are 

reading this book means that you have the gift of reading. 

You laughed? That means you also have the gift of 

laughing. You see? One talent, if traded with, can be 

increased to 5, 5 to 10, etc.  What distinguishes you from 

them is the fruit or what I call character in you.  

“Gifts are good. They are meant for us to compliment 

one another and not to compete.” 

Through my facebook write-ups, I met a man of God 

from the UK who wanted to mentor me. Do you know 

that I almost got disconnected with this man because of 

certain bad characters I had? Thank God for grace. There 

are some doors my gifts opened for me but my characters 

closed or almost closed. I am not perfect but I am growing 

and walking towards perfection. 

Empowered by Grace 

By God‟s grace, before I gained admission into EKSU, I 

had a diploma certificate in computer engineering—

repairing of laptops and printers. This really helped me 
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while in school. I did not stop there, I went further to 

learn blogging, making of liquid soap and I am currently 

learning make-over at school‟s entrepreneurship centre. 

When a friend asked me why I chose make-over, I 

answered “because of my wife.” “She must be very 

lucky!” they often exclaim. Probably, that was what you 

said too. Many people want to learn stuffs like that but 

have no opportunity. I know I am not where I am 

supposed to be yet but the grace of God is sufficient for 

me.  

“As for me, I don’t compete with anybody and even if I 

try to compete, I compete with myself hoping to be 

better than the who I was yesterday.” 

Grace Calleth 

Say this “Grace saw me through and this same Grace 

will keep me to the end”. I do not know where you 

thought you have failed; I do not know your own story. 

Your story may even be more interesting than mine. Well, 

it is grace that had allowed me to write here.  

Do not regret saying I would have done this or I would 

have done that. If you are saying that, you are telling God 

that you could have done it yourself. You see, you cannot 

know all that your journey will take. You just follow God 
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and let His grace see you through. He was tempted in all 

things, yet without sin. He is our merciful and faithful 

High Priest. 

“You cannot know all that your journey will take. You 

just follow God and let His grace see you through.” 

Finally, the only thing that can hinder you from receiving 

His grace is Unbelief. You have to believe in Jesus, the 

son of God. Grace is calling you today, will you answer? 

If you have not given your life to Christ, please do that 

now and answer the call of Grace. It is simple. Just 

believe that Jesus is the son of God and your Saviour and 

confess it. Then, you are a new creation—a born again.  

I will like to hear from you. 
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