
 
 
 
 

 

May 7, 14 & 21 
 New Member Classes 

 

May  14 Mother’s Day 
 

May 21 Graduate Recognition Sunday 
 

  Aebersold & Nieweem Four 
 Hand Piano CAS Concert 
 

May 28 Summer Worship Hours Begin 
 

  Installation Servicer for  
 Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

 

June 4 New Reformation Jazz Band  
 CAS Concert 
 

June 11 All-Church Whitecaps Outing 
 

June 25 Golf Scramble Fundraiser 
 

June 26-29 
 VBS Arts Camp 2017 

Upcoming Events 

Tidings 
Presbyterian 
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Save the Date! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sunday, June 11 

1:00 p.m. 

All-Church Whitecaps 

Outing 
 

$10 per person (including all-you-

can eat-lunch)/3 and under free 
 

Sign up now at the  

Family Ministries desk! 

 

 

Summer Worship 

Hours Begin May 28! 

 
 
 
 
 

8:45 a.m. 

Traditional Service 
 

10:30 a.m. 

Contemporary Service 
 

Shine! will be on break  

until September.  

Young Children & Worship will 

continue throughout  

the summer. 

 

Everybody Loves a 
Church Potluck! 

 

The installation reception for Pastor 
Troy on May 28 will be a good old-
fashioned church potluck! 

 

If you are able, please bring a main 
dish, vegetable or side dish, or a salad 
based on the following schedule: 
 

If your last name begins with: 

A-J:  please bring a main dish 
K-R: please bring a hot vegetable 
 or side dish 
S-Z:  please bring a salad 

 

Please RSVP to Sandie Enders 
(enderssandie@gmail.com) or the 
church office (842-6760), or sign up 
at the Welcome Desk by May 21.  
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Prayer Concerns:  
David Anys, Shirley Hipwell,  
Nancy Holmes, Margaret and  
Stewart Johnson, Kathy McCloskey,  
Sue Roper, Barbara Stockman,  
Sandy Teunis, Fran Wilson, and  
Evelyn Wood  

 

Our Sympathy: 
 to Jane Poort and family on the  
death of Jane’s sister, Judie Thoma 
Elenbaas, who passed away on  
March 27, 2017.  

 

 to Kelli and Jeff Jullie on the death of 
Kelli’s Aunt Marvella Freres, who 
passed away on April 4, 2017. 

 

 to Nick and Sarah (Doane) Bronsema 
and Ryan and Kim (Doane) Goldman 
on the death of their grandmother, 
Jean Doane, on April 8, 2017. 

 

 to Allan and Marje Fettig on the death 
of Allan’s father, Robert Fettig, on 
April 12, 2017. 

 

 to Lynne and Bryan Bosch on the 
death of Lynne’s grandmother,  
Marjorie Kernen, on April 20, 2017. 

    

 to family and friends of Jean  
Wagner, who passed away on  
April 25, 2017. 

In Our Church 

 

Every month, we publish birthdays of our members 
and friends who are no longer able to come to 
church regularly. Bless their special day with a card 
from their church family! 

 
 

May 8 Steve VanderWall 
P.O. Box 43 
Ferrysburg, MI 49409 

 

May 11 LaMar VanHaaften 
Robbinswood  
1125 Robbins Road 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

May 14 Harvey Beute 
15001 Pine Ridge Road 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

May 19 Gerry VanStratt 
Christian Haven Home 
704 Pennoyer, 20E 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

May 20 Fran Wilson 
473 Sailfish Cove,  
Satellite Beach, FL 32937 

May 25 Ivan Nordin 
Freedom Village 
145 Columbia Avenue, #132 
Holland, MI 49423 

 
May 28 Susan McClellan 

Village at the Pines 
1450 S. Ferry, Apt. 228 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 
June 15 Barbara Casemier 

708 Winter Street 
Spring Lake, MI 49456 

 
June 22 Charlie Davis 

Lakeshore Assisted Living 
15331 Robbins Road, rm. 4 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 
 

You are Invited... 

 

Do you have questions about  
the Presbyterian Church? 

 

Are you thinking about 
becoming a member of  

First Presbyterian Church? 
 

Find out more about the  
beliefs and traditions  

of the Presbyterian church.  
To reserve your spot, contact 

Karen Nienhouse at  
842-6760 or 

knienhouse@fpgh.org.  
Nursery and Sunday school  

are available. 

 American Heart Association  
Family & Friends CPR Classes 

 

Diane Jones is offering several opportunities  
for members, volunteers, and staff of First  
Presbyterian Church to learn basic skills in 
CPR/AED (Adult/Child/Infant) and relief from 
foreign body airway obstruction (choking).  

This class is for anyone who does not need  
certification but would like to be able to provide 
emergency assistance for friends or relatives.  

CPR is easy to learn and perform. The more  
people who know the skills, the more lives can  
be saved. The cost of the class is $3.00 to cover 
the price of the booklet you will receive. If you 
need CPR/AED certification, those more intense 
classes can be scheduled. 

The class dates for summer/fall are: 
 

Wednesday, June 14th 1-3pm  

Saturday, July 22nd  1-3 pm   

Monday, August 14th  9-11 am  

Monday, Sept 11th 1-3 pm  

Saturday, Oct. 14th 1-3pm  
 

Class size is limited to 12 individuals. Contact Diane Jones, 231-780-0273   
if you have questions or wish to attend the class.  

tel:(231)%20780-0273
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From Rev. Jill VanderWal 

 

Ev 
ery day I’m getting better – 
but I still have a long way to 

go. Every day I learn just a few more 
names. Every day I find out more of 
your stories. Every day my eyes open 
wider to the connections that exist in 
this congregation and in the community. 
Thank you for your patience with me 
as I learn your names and stories – I 
will get there! Thank you for constantly 
reintroducing yourself to me. Thank 
you for asking after my family, who 
are busily wrapping up their school 
year and work back in Detroit. They 
are ending well, and I am beginning 
well among you. 
  
Because of our significant transitions 
I am well aware that many who 
claimed First Pres as their home felt 
like they needed a break or needed to 
find a new church. Believe me, I get 
it. If you are someone for whom this 

is true, it is my great desire that you 
feel like the welcome mat is out for 
your return. I invite you to come meet 
with me, so you can know me, and I 
can know you. I want you to know 
that you are always welcome here and 
that we would be glad to have you. 
Welcome is part of the heart of  
Christianity, and I look forward to 
practicing it with you! 
  
I am mindful that May is always a 
busy month. The school year is  
winding down, so there are concerts, 
sports, ceremonies, and more. Parents, 
youth, and children – you are in our 
prayers in this special time of year. 
We look forward to honoring our 
graduates in worship on May 21. As 
your church prepares to send you into 
the world, it will be special for us to 
give thanks for you! May 14 is  
Mother’s Day, and even though it is 
not a church holiday like Easter is,  
I have found that Mother’s Day has 
always been a very meaningful day 
for us to be in worship together, to 
thank God for the special women in 
our lives. 

Finally, the church staff has taken up 
the practice of praying through the 
church directory. Every staff meeting, 
we each get three postcards with the 
names and addresses of church  
members on them. Together we share 
the names of those we’re praying for 
and then we pray for them. This  
prayer through the directory is  
alphabetical, so when you get a prayer 
card, it’s because we made it to your 
part of the alphabet. We love hearing 
stories about how timely these cards 
are because it shows us God’s Spirit 
at work in the church. It is our  
privilege and joy to serve this  
congregation, and we love praying  
for you! 
  
My first few weeks of ministry here 
have filled my life with joy. I am  
glad that so many of you are finding 
God’s presence and peace in our life 
together. Can’t wait to see where the 
Lord leads us. 
  
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Troy  

From Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

Practicing Faith 

 

At 
 our house we put out the 

welcome mat and are  

always ready to host guests. I enjoy 
entertaining and cooking and we love 

the company of others. Despite our 

welcoming attitude, Scott and I  

sometimes look at each other and say, 
“what a boring weekend, we didn’t do 

anything besides chores.” This is  

a poignant reminder to me that there 

is a difference between being  
welcoming and actually inviting  

people in. I can make the most lovely 

feast….but unless I invite people to it, 

there is no party. 

This image not only applies to my life 
but to our life together as a church. 
While we aim to be a welcoming 
church, a welcoming stance can  
imply that we are warm to those who 
happen to walk through our doors. 
This strategy is well-intended but a 
bit haphazard. In Jesus’ life he  
modeled hospitality and life together 
through invitation. Jesus was not  
inviting to a religion but into a  
relationship and new community of  
faith. To invite is to take a proactive  
stance in life. So how can we be  
inviting and welcoming? 
 

This summer I personally want to 
work on being intentional with  
inviting people to a place where they 
can grow in relationships. This does 
not necessarily mean inviting to a 
church service, but inviting others on 

a walk, to lunch, to a BBQ, pool party 
and into a conversation. Relationships 
provide space in the journey of faith.  
  

So let’s continue to put out the  
welcome mat and make sure we  
invite others in. 
 

Grace and Peace, 

Jill VanderWal 

Extend an Invitation! 

The Welcome Mat  
Is Out! 
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Every month, the Mission  
Committee collects non-perishable 
food and household goods like 
shampoo, toilet paper and laundry 
detergent for local food pantries.  
 

This month’s donations will go to 
The People Center in Spring Lake 

 

Please bring any 
donations to church  
on or before Sunday, 
May 7. 

First Sunday  
Food Collection,  

May 7 
 

 

Sermon Series 
 

Since Easter, we have embarked on our next sermon series, titled “Practicing 

Faith.” Churches are great, but sometimes it’s easy to forget what the church 

actually is. Our attention can go towards committee meetings and social 

groups—which are great and necessary—but these can draw our focus away 

from the basic practices of faith. 
 

In the coming weeks, we’ll look  

to the book of Acts to see what  

practices defined the earliest  

followers of Jesus and to consider 

how these practices should continue 

to shape us today. 
 

Join us as we learn to be more  

intentional about practicing our faith. 
 

 

In Our Church/Outreach 

 

READ Literacy  
Program Update 

 

Valerie Martin, tutor trainer for 
R.E.A.D. (Reading Enables Adult 
Development) Adult Literacy  
program, recently reported the  
completion of training for 17  
new tutors! That makes a total  
of 57 tutors for over 44 students, 
many of whom are refugees  
from Nepal.   
 
R.E.A.D. tutors and committee  
volunteers include many members 
from our caring church. This is yet 
another “glimpse of God” where  the 
presence of the Holy Spirit is visible 
in our daily lives.  
 

- Paul McNergney 

If you would like to volunteer for 
R.E.A.D., contact Valerie Martin at 
326valmartin@gmail.com 

Have you seen a “glimpse of God” 
in your daily life that you would like 

to share? Please submit your story to 
the church office or e-mail it to  

sbryant@fpgh.org. 

"Oh What a Night!”  
 
On Friday, April 21, we held the 
Youth Auction and Dinner at the 
Grand Haven Community Center. It 
was a night full of food, laughter, 
drinks, competition and great music. It 
was a huge success and filled with so 
much fun and fellowship. There were 
people from every age group who 
came together to support our youth 
and their missions.  

 
 

I want to give a HUGE thank you to 
everyone that came out to the auction, 
who donated items or who gave  
financial donations. I am constantly 
reminded of this community’s love 
and generosity toward our youth. I am 
humbled by each one of you and  
forever grateful for your support. But I 
really want to give a special thank you 
to the Youth Committee, who stepped 
up and created a night to remember. 
So thank you Katie Neitring, Jay Neitring, Becky Sanchez, Heather Force,  
Carroll Bennink, Lisa Hurley, Eric Snyder and Leanna Sanchez. You make my 
job a joy and so much easier.  
 

And I am sure most of you want to know how much we raised - well, we 
made... $8,600!! Again, THANK YOU for your support and love.  
 

Grace and Peace, 
 
Caleb Zokoe, 
Youth Director 
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In Our Church/Outreach 

Community Artist & Speaker Series 
 

Aebersold & Neiweem 
Sunday, May 21, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Described as "consummate practitioners of pianism" by the Washington Post, 
Claire Aebersold and Ralph Neiweem enjoy an international career as champions 
of music for both piano duet and two keyboards. Their innovative programming 
reflects the full gamut of this delightful repertoire, from four-hand works of 
Mozart, Schubert, and Brahms, to favorite lighter masterpieces by Poulenc and 
Milhaud, and contemporary works commissioned by Aebersold and Neiweem.  
 

The duo is currently celebrating 35 years before the public, and have concertized 
across the globe. They have performed piano concertos with orchestras including 
the Chicago Philharmonic and the Vienna Tonkunstler.  
 

Claire Aebersold is a native of Oak Ridge, Tennessee and is a graduate of the New England Conservatory. Ralph 
Neiweem hails from Evanston, Illinois and is a graduate of the Juilliard School. Both completed graduate studies at 
Northwestern University and received artist diplomas from Villa Schifanoia in Florence, Italy. They are currently 
Artists-in-Residence at the Music Institute of Chicago. 

Keeping Babies Warm Around the World 
 

The Presbyterian Women recently held a baby blanket making work bee, and 
provided many of their cozy warm blankets to International Aid. Following is a 
thank-you letter from that organization: 
 

Dear Fellow Crafters for International Aid, 
  

I am so excited to share with you what International 
Aid has done with YOUR help!!! I have attached  
pictures of the incubators that were just sent out to 
Jamaica, yes, Jamaica has poor people too. 
  

Because of your willingness to share your God-given 
talents with us, we were able to send 2 incubators 
filled with God’s love. The love that you put into 
your hand-made hats and blankets are now being 
wrapped around someone’s baby, or your hat is 
keeping them warm so they don’t die. I love that God 
gives us the ability to be His hands and feet to reach those in need.  
   

Thank you all so very much for sharing your love for Christ with us and others. 
 

God bless you. 
 

Thank you, Presbyterian Women, for being God’s “Hands to Serve” around the world.  

“Morning Mat” 
Strength and Stretch  

 

Check out a new class designed to 
help you stretch for health and  
flexibility! 
 

This free class is offered on Mondays 
and Wednesdays beginning May 8, 
from 10:45-11:30 a.m. in Fellowship 
Hall, and is led by Roger and Mary 
Starkweather. Come and experience 
45 minutes of stretching poses and 
mat work. Individuals should be able 
to hold poses comfortably while 
standing, on knees, and while lying 
down, and be able to independently 
lower themselves to the floor and  
rise safely. 
 

Please bring a yoga mat and an old 
necktie to class. If you have  
questions, contact Roger or Mary at 
616-402-1883. 

Recycle Your Eyeglasses, Change a Life! 
 

Do you have used eyeglasses cluttering up a drawer in your home? Recycle them! 
  

We now have an eyeglass collection box in the church conference room where they can be dropped off. 
These glasses are then taken to be cleaned and catalogued according to their prescription and taken on 
eyeglass mission trips to Central and South America. 
 

Annually, two or three eye doctors, accompanied by a group of volunteers, go on these trips at their own expense and  
see as many as 300-400 people a day. Most of the patients have had poor eyesight for years and are thrilled and grateful 
when they can see clearly again.  
 

Your old prescription glasses are the perfect prescription for someone else! 
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In Our Church 

Adult Education Classes  
Spring Session 

  

Check out the awesome Adult Education class offerings for our spring session! 
 

Growing in Faith Classes (Sunday mornings from 10-11 a.m.) 
 

 The Wired Word meets in room 5, facilitated by Tim Stoepker. The Wired Word is a contemporary study  
of newsworthy weekly issues confronting families, individuals, communities, churches and countries. Issues are 
framed by Biblical passages in a manner which is respectful, nurturing and challenging.  

 A Study on the Book of Revelation with Hazel Kragt continues to meet in the conference room. This most dynamic 
and descriptive last book of the Bible answers one of the most anxious and searching questions we can ask in our 
lives: How can we be sure in the face of the doubts and concerns of life? The answer is found in the enduring,  
loving, dramatic and faithful witness of Jesus Christ.  

 Enneagram with Caleb Zokoe meets in Fellowship Hall. Have you ever wondered why you perceive the world the 
way you do? We will explore who we are and why we act the way we do by studying the Enneagram. This is an  
ancient and dynamic personality typology, which will give you insight into your unique personality as well as of 
those around you. We will also explore the intersection between your personality type and spiritual practice.  

 TedTalks and discussion with Jill Vanderwal in room 3. We will watch a 10-15 minute talk to help us explore  
inter-faith perspectives, followed by class discussion.  

 

Graduate 
Recognition Sunday 

May 21 
 

All graduates 

(high school, 

college, or 

other), please 

plan to bring 

your caps and 

gowns to worship on May 21, 

which is the day we will be 

recognizing your accomplishments!  
 

Please also complete a form 

regarding your future plans so we 

can include your information  

in a graduation display in the 

Gathering area (please submit the 

form with a photo if possible by 

May 14). Forms are available in 

the church office or at the 

Welcome Desk. 
 

Congratulations! 
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Budgeted Revenue 
YTD 

$236,000 

Actual Revenue YTD 
$241,955.39 

Total Expense Budget 
$229,220.66 

 

Over budget $5,955.39 

Total Expenses YTD 
$221,500.40 

Under budget $7,720.26 
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General Fund Update as of March 31, 2017  

*Total Revenue includes pledged, non pledged, youth receipts, loose offering,  
  per capita, all miscellaneous revenue and transfers from designated funds 

 

Thank your for your generosity! In the first three months of 2017, your giving has 
exceeded our budget, and we have been able to keep expenses below our budget. This is a 
good start to the year, and we need your help to keep things strong financially as we head 
into summer.  
 

We know that summer brings a lot of travel, which can affect giving to the church 
significantly. Electronic giving is one simple way to be consistent in your generosity, so if 
you’d like to set up e-giving, we’d be glad to help! Call the church office for assistance. 
 

Above all, thank you for your generosity to the mission of God through your church.  
Your giving doesn’t just enable ministry—it encourages it and grows it! 
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Family Life Ministries—Youth & Children  

Shine56  
Schedule 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Shine56 is a time of food, fun and 

fellowship for all 5th and 6th graders 

and meets in Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

Youth Groups at FPC 

 

Vine is our high school youth group, and meets on  

Sundays from 5:30-7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Dinner is provided. 
 

Roots is our middle school youth group and meets on  

Sundays from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in Fellowship  Hall. Dinner is provided. 
 

Shine56 is our youth group for all 5th and 6th graders  

and meets from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Dinner is provided. 
 

Contact Info: 
For the most up-to-date information on what’s happening in youth group,  

visit our facebook page: FPGH Youth 
 

Follow us on Twitter: Roots FPGH: @Roots_FPGH 

 Vine FPGH: @Vine_FPGH 
 

Or contact Caleb Zokoe via email:  czokoe@fpgh.org  

 

Summer Camp 
Grants 

 

Did you know that Children's 
Ministries offers a "Camp Pathways 
Grant Program" to encourage all 
children from Kindergarten thru 
12th grade to attend a Christian 
summer camp? Each student who 
applies will receive grant money. 
This is not a need-based program. 
 

Applications and more details are 
available at the 
Children's 
Ministries desk, 
or contact Becky 
Yonan at 
byonan@fpgh.org. 

 

May 7 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

May 14 no meeting 

May 21 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

May 28 no meeting 

VBS Arts Camp 2017 
June 26-29 
9:00-noon 

 

Theme: The Creation Story:  
Created to be Creators 

 
 

 
 

 
Registration begins May 1 

music 
visual 

arts 

storytelling 
drama 

dance 

 

“Make your light shine,  

so that others will see the good  

that you do and will praise  

your Father in heaven.”     

                        Matthew 5:16 



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 
 

Sunday Worship Hours: 
8:45 Traditional Service 
11:00 Contemporary Service 
 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship,  

listen to the service podcast on our website (www.fpgh.org)  
or facebook page: First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven 

 

May 2017 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No 132 

Grand Haven, MI 49417 

deliver to: (or current resident) 

 

Sign up Now! 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
First Annual Golf Scramble “Fun” Raiser 

 

Sunday, June 25, 

at Pigeon Creek Golf Course 

Registration: 1:00 p.m. 

Shotgun Start: 1:30 p.m. 
 

Come out for an afternoon of golf, outdoor games, activities, food and fun with your FPC family! 
 

For full details and registration form, download the brochure here: First Annual FPC Golf Scramble.  

Brochures are also available in the church office and at the Welcome Desk,  

or by entering this link into your web browser: http://bit.ly/2nr631P 
 

Sponsorship opportunities are available, and donations of team prize 

items, contest prizes, door prizes and silent auction items are also needed.  
 

If you have questions or would like more information about making a  

donation, please contact either:  

 Alishia Terrill (msugal@tds.net or 638-1783) or  

 Sue VandenBosch(s.vandenbosch@att.net or 607-7095). 
 

Proceeds from this year’s event will benefit Joyful Noise Christian Childcare. 

First Annual  
Golf Scramble “Fun” Raiser 

http://bit.ly/2nr631P

