
 

              
      

  
  

           
            
           

             
                

            
              

      
     

                
             
     

 

                
               

             
           
             

             
             

             
         

           

               
              

             
            

         
           

               
          

      

Putting It All Together
Recording Transcript 

Slide 1. Welcome to the Tar Heel Shared Reader professional development modules. Tar 
Heel Shared Reader, a project funded by the US Department of Education, 
Office of Special Education Programs, is being conducted by the Center for 
Literacy and Disability Studies, a unit in the Department of Health Sciences at 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. This is the fifth module in the 
series on Shared Reading. It is highly recommended that you complete Modules 
1, 2, 3 and 4 sequentially before beginning this module. If you have not 
completed them, please visit the website www.sharedreader.org/professional-
development/ to view the information. 

Slide 2. It is highly recommended that you complete Modules 1, 2, 3 and 4 sequentially 
before beginning this module. If you have not completed them, please visit the 
website www.sharedreader.org/professional-development/ to view the 
information. 

Slide 3. In the first module, you learned that shared reading is for all students who are 
in the earliest stages of learning to read and write. It is for students who are 
still learning about letters of the alphabet, students who are working to engage 
with interest during shared reading, students who are learning to communicate 
and interact, and students who learning that text has meaning. Shared reading 
is appropriate for students who have not begun to learn any of these things, 
and it is for students who know them all, but are still working to put them 
together. You also learned that shared reading is a proven strategy to support 
students in their language and literacy development even after they develop 
these skills and begin to read and interact during shared reading. 

Slide 4. In the second module you learned the Follow the CAR approach. With this 
approach, you learned to pause and wait to make room for students to take the 
lead. You then learned to Follow the CAR when students do not comment or 
communicate while you pause and wait. You Follow the CAR and make 
comments, ask for participation, and respond to student communication by 
repeating and adding a little more to the things they communicate. 

Slide 5. In the third module, you learned to use text referencing strategies to draw 
student attention to important letters, words and text features through your 
comments and actions, such as pointing. 
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RECORDING TRANSCRIPT 

Slide 6. Finally, in the fourth module, you learned that after students begin to 
communicate and interact without extrinsic rewards, interact with the book and 
reader, and initiate comments, you can help them move toward text 
comprehension by Putting the CROWD in the CAR. The CROWD gives you five 
different ways to ask students to participate. With this approach, if students do 
not take the lead or respond to your comment on any given page, then you ask 
for participation using a CROWD statement of question. These include 
Completion comments, Recall comments, Open-ended comments or requests, 
Wh-questions, or making Distancing. 

Slide 7. Up to this point, you have been asked to implement one piece at a time. Moving 
forward we want to put all the pieces together. How this looks will depend on 
you and the students you have in your classroom. The why you conduct shared 
reading is likely to change across the course of the year and from year to year 
as you become more and more comfortable with the practice of shared reading 
and your students grow in their literacy and communication development. 

Slide 8. In putting it all together there are ten things to remember. 

Slide 9. First, remember how to determine which students should participate in shared 
reading. 

Slide 10. The form, Who Should Participate, will help you determine which of your 
students will benefit from shared reading lessons. Remember to readdress the 
questions from this form throughout the year as students grow in their 
communication and literacy abilities. 

Slide 11. Two, remember how to determine which approach you will use. Are your 
students learning to engage and interact so they need you to Follow the CAR, 
or are they beginning to communicate, interact, and engage in ways that 
indicate you should Put the CROWD in the CAR? 

Slide 12. The form, Choosing Your Approach, will help you know which approach to use 
with individual students. Then you can determine how to group students based 
on their needs. Do you want to have a whole class lesson on some days, and 
then break them into small groups on other days? Do some of your students 
need to participate in group lessons and have individual lessons? Shared reading 
is flexible enough to meet the needs of the individual students while addressing 
your instructional goals for the whole group. 

Slide 13. Three. Remember that you must work to choose books that your students can 
understand and that will keep their attention. 
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Slide 14. When you find books that are interesting and engaging for your students, 
reading becomes an activity they want to do rather than one we must make 
them do or extrinsically reward them for doing. 

Slide 15. Four. Remember to preplan CAR and CROWD comments. You will likely read 
the same book multiple times. It’s often helpful to preplan three or four different 
sets of comments at one time. Varying the types of comments you use, will help 
your students learn different ways to think about and make meaning from 
books. 

Slide 16. Ask yourself how you might make comments that relate to the student’s ideas 
and interests. What might they find interesting about the text? Is there anything 
in the picture that might draw their attention? Has the student experienced 
something similar? These and other questions will help you see the text from 
the student's perspective and plan comments they might say using the words, 
signs, and symbols they have available to them. Your goal is to plan comments 
your students might make one day. 

Slide 17. Another important thing to remember is to read the text. It’s also beneficial to 
read the same books multiple times. When students become familiar with the 
book it may get easier for them to take the lead. 

Slide 18. Sometimes, adults and students get so caught up in the conversation around 
the text, that they forget to read the text. When you read the words on a page, 
it will help students focus their attention and provide a model of how to read 
with fluency and expression. 

Slide 19. Six, remember that communication is a key feature of shared reading. If you 
remember to focus on communication and show students how to communicate 
using the words, signs, and symbols they are learning to use, you can improve 
student language and literacy abilities. 

Slide 20. Communication can take many forms. Some students will use speech, some will 
use sign, and many will use graphic or tactual symbols 

Slide 21. If you have students who are just getting started with symbolic from the 
communication symbols, Project Core has additional training and resources that 
will help you. 

Slide 22. You can also use the symbols that are available in Tar Heel Shared Reader to 
help these students more successfully communicate and interact during shared 
reading. 
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Slide 23. The importance of interaction is the seventh thing to remember. All students 
can benefit from interacting with adults and peers around a text. 

Slide 24. We encourage interaction when we provide communication supports such as 
attributing meaning to students’ communication attempts, repeating what they 
say, pointing to the symbols they select, and describing their communicative 
behaviors. In addition, we can respond to what they do and say by repeating 
and adding more or demonstrating how they can use symbols to communicate 
more clearly. 

Slide 25. Number 8 is the power of connection. Remember to help students connect what 
you are reading to their own experiences. Select books that likely connect to 
their experiences, using Distancing comments when putting the CROWD in the 
CAR, and generally remember that ultimately, reading or listening with 
comprehension requires students to connect what they are reading to their 
existing background knowledge and experience. 

Slide 26. For instance, you might help students connect to a book you are reading about 
the Special Olympics. You might read the page and then say, “They are in the 
Special Olympics. You ran at Special Olympics too!” 

Slide 27. The ninth thing to remember is that during shared reading we want to 
encourage students to participate without requiring their participation. We can 
do this by repeating comments, pausing with expectant looks, gesturing towards 
student devices, or by asking for participation by saying things like, “tell me 
what you see.” Or “tell me what you think about that.” 

Slide 28. When we focus our shared reading lessons on encouraging interaction and 
engagement rather than targeting specific responses, students are more likely 
to learn to initiate and respond, which will, in turn, increase their motivation to 
engage in the activity and learning in the long run. 

Slide 29. Finally, number 10 is remember that our goal is for the student to take the lead 
during shared reading. That means we must relinquish the lead whenever 
possible. 

Slide 30. When students are making comments, making connections, and taking control 
of how they navigate through the book, then you have students who are 
interested and engaged. The result will be more effective, generalized learning. 

Slide 31. The ten items discussed in this module are found in the big ideas and the guiding 
statements on the self-reflection form. Effective adult reading partners are first 
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to admit that no matter how good a lesson is, their practice can always be 
improved. This self-reflection form can help you reflect on your implementation 
of shared reading and set priorities for improving your practice. A copy of this 
form can be downloaded from the sharedreader.org website or use the QR code 
provided. 

Slide 32. Thank you for participating in this Tar Heel Shared Reader professional 
development modules. If you have questions email us at 
sharedreader@unc.edu. 

Slide 33. [disclaimer] 
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