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Sins of the Tongue (1) 

Luqman Hakim was known to be a very wise 

gentleman. His wisdom has also been mentioned in the 

Holy Quran. One day some guests arrived at the home of 

Luqman’s master. The master told Luqman,  

"Cook the best part of the animal." 

Luqman cooked the tongues of sheep and placed 

them before the guests.  

Another day his master said, 

"Cook the worst part of the animal for the 

guests." 

This time also Luqman cooked the sheep’s tongues 

and served it to the guests. The master asked in surprise 

why he cooked tongue on both the occasions. Luqman 

replied, "Sir! The tongue is one of the best organs of 

the body. By its correct use man can guide the people, 

by its use man inhabits town after town. Then on the 

basis of this tongue he administers the system of the 

town. It is through the tongue that man teaches 

illiterate people. 

On the contrary if the tongue is not in one's 

control, it is the worst thing, because it is the 

root of fights and arguments. Due to it, cities 

become deserted and due to its bad speech, man 

has to face 
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shame and humiliation. 

This incident teaches us that man becomes involved 

in many sins due to his tongue. If we keep it under control 

and use it according to the way prescribed by Allah, it can 

bring success to us in the world as well as the Hereafter. 

Imam Muhammad Baqir (a.s.) has said in this connection:  

"No one is safe from sin till the time he does not 

keep his tongue under control." 

This tradition of the Holy Imam clarifies that we 

must be careful in using our tongue and we must avoid 

sins like lying, backbiting, abusing, allegation, singing, 

tale-telling etc. 

Lying 

Lying is one of the greater sins of the tongue. All the 

divine religions have denounced lying. Islam has included 

it among the greater sins. The Holy Infallibles have also 

emphasized the importance of saying the truth and 

avoiding falsehood. Our last Prophet, Prophet 

Muhammad Mustafa (s.a.w.s.) has said:  

"Know that! I am telling you about the greatest 

of the greater sins. To ascribe a partner to Allah, 

to disobey the parents and to lie." 

Amirul Momineen Ali (a.s.) said,  

"No servant can taste faith till he gives up lying, 

be it in humor or seriously." 



There are many harms of lying, both in this world as 

well as in the Hereafter. One who lies loses respect in the 

eyes of other people. No one believes a liar even if he 

speaks the truth. The greatest harm of lying is that the liar 

also becomes involved in other sins. The Holy Prophet 

(s.a.w.s.) has said,  

"When the servant (man) lies, he becomes 

audacious with regard to every sin."  

Imam Hasan Askari (a.s.) has said,  

"All the evils are locked up in a house and lying 

is the key to it." 

Dear students know this! 

Just as Islam has denounced lying and considered 

the liar as an inmate of Hell, it has also praised those who 

speak the truth. The Holy Quran says: 

“O you who believe! Be careful of (your duty to) 

Allah and speak the right word, 

He will put your deeds into a right state for you, 

and forgive you your faults” 
(Surah Ahzab 33:71-72)

Backbiting 

Backbiting is one of the sins of the tongue. It is 

included among the greater sins. The Holy Quran says: 

O you who believe! Avoid most of suspicion, for 

surely suspicion, in some cases, is a sin, and do 

not spy nor let some of you backbite others. Does 

one of you like to eat the flesh of his dead 

brother? But you abhor it. 
(Surah Hujurat 49:12)

The traditions of the Holy Masoomeen (a.s.) have 

also denounced this sin severely. Imam Sadiq (a.s.) has 

said,  

"One who mentions something about a believer 

such that the respect and honor of the believer is 

destroyed, he would be removed by Allah from the 

group of His friends and put in the group of the 

friends of Satan and Satan would also not accept 

him." 

Backbiting means to expose the defects of a believer 

in his absence, before others. This defect could be 

anything, be it his actions or his physical aspects, his 

ethics or something he said, his lineage or his financial 

position. 

The Almighty Allah is the concealer of defects. He 

does not like that the defects of His servants be exposed 

to other people. Due to backbiting, the relationship of 

love does not remain among the believers. Not only does 

it cause separation among friends, it also creates enmity 

and hatred in the hearts of people.  



How the Almighty Allah dislikes those who 

backbite can be seen from this tradition of the Holy 

Prophet (s.a.w.s.). He said:  

"O People! … Do not backbite and talk ill of 

Muslims and do not find defects in them because Allah 

exposes the defects of one who looks for the defects of 

his brother and He would disgrace him in the eyes of 

the people." 

One who backbites would remain in loss in the 

hereafter. It is mentioned in traditions: 

"Even if the backbiter repents, he would be the last to 

enter Paradise, and one who dies without repenting 

will be the first to enter Hell." 

Just as backbiting itself is prohibited, it is also 

unlawful to listen to someone backbite. The Holy Prophet 

(s.a.w.s.) says,  

"One who listens to backbiting is same as one 

who backbites and one who gives ear to backbiting is 

included among the backbiters." 

One day Bibi Fatima Zahra (s.a.) invited her friends 

for dinner. During the conversation, her friends began to 

backbite. Fatima Zahra (s.a.) got up from there and went 

into another room. When the friends realized that she has 

gone away from them they asked her the reason. She 

replied,  

"When you started backbiting, I feared that if 

divine chastisement descends it would envelop me also 

along with you." 

False Allegation 

One day the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.s.) was 

informing his companions about the evil of backbiting. 

Salman Farsi asked him,  

"Would it be backbiting even if that defect is 

present in the one about whom one backbites?"  

The Prophet replied, 

"The defect is there, that is why it is called back-

biting. If mention is made of a defect that does 

not exist in him, it would be false allegation 

(Tohmat) and it is a greater sin than 

backbiting." 

Islam has considered making false allegations a 

greater sin than backbiting. One reason for this is that, in 

addition to the backbiting of a believer, it also constitutes 

falsehood (lying), which is another sin.  

Imam Ja'far as-Sadiq (a.s.) has denounced making 

false allegations in the following tradition:  



"One who makes a false allegation against his 

believing brother, faith from his heart would 

disappear like salt dissolves in water."  

Imam Ja'far Sadiq (a.s.) says: 

"One whose tongue is truthful, his action is also 

correct and purified." 

Exercises 

Question 1: What are the benefits and harms of the tongue 

according to Hazrat Luqman Hakim? 

Question 2: What are the harms of lying in the world and 

the Hereafter? 

Question 3: How did Fatima Zahra (s.a.) make her friends 

aware of their backbiting? 

Question 4: Quote one tradition denouncing backbiting 

and one tradition denouncing false 

allegations. 
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Sins of the Tongue 

 (2) Tale telling 

Woe to every slanderer, defamer, 
(Surah Humazah 104:1)

The taleteller is denounced in this verse of the Holy 

Quran as the one who conveys the words of one person to 

another, resulting in the creation of enmity and separation 

between them. 

Once the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.s.) said to his 

companions,  

"Shall I not inform you about the one who is the 

worst among you?" 

The companions replied, 

"Certainly, O, Messenger of Allah." 

The Prophet said, 

"Those who tell-tales, create dissension between 

friends and find defects in pure people." 

The great scholar of the Islamic world, Shaykh 

Zainuddin says,  
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"Tale telling is the exposing of that secret, whose 

exposing is bad in the eyes of one who tells it, or 

one who hears it, or one about whom it is told; 

or it may be considered bad by anyone. For 

example someone has concealed his money at a 

particular place. Then if someone tells about it to 

others it is the exposing of a secret and it is tale-

bearing (chugli). And if the tale-telling results in 

the exposing of the defect of one about him it is 

spoken, it also becomes backbiting." 

Tale telling is done with an intention to cause harm 

to somebody or to show-off ones friendship and support; 

sometimes it is done to show ones humor; at other times it 

is resorted to make conversation. For whatever purpose it 

may be, tale telling has numerous harms. As a result of 

this sin, hatred and dislike is created in the hearts, 

separation is caused between friends and relatives and 

mischief and dissensions arise. Sometimes it may even 

lead to manslaughter. The taleteller himself does not 

remain reliable in the eyes of the people and everyone 

avoids his company. The best way to avoid these harms is 

explained in the following tradition of the Messenger of 

Allah (s.a.w.s.):  

"Do not tell tales and do not listen to the talks of 

the tale-teller." 



Singing 

Singing (Music) is one of the sins of the tongue. It is 

also included among the greater sins. The religion Islam 

has greatly emphasized avoiding it. The Holy Quran says: 

…therefore avoid the uncleanness of the idols

and avoid false words, 
(Surah Hajj 22:30)

When Abu Basir asked Imam Ja'far as-Sadiq (a.s.) 

about the words "vain talks" mentioned in this verse, he 

said,  

"Vain talks, that is useless words are music. Do 

not approach it." 

If we study the biographies of the holy Masoomeen 

(a.s.) we realize that they used to dislike the houses from 

where the sounds of singing rose up. A police officer of 

Harun Rashid who was secretly a devotee of Imam Musa 

Kazim (a.s.), shifted the Imam to his house from the dark 

and congested prison cell of Harun. Sound of singing was 

coming from the neighboring house. The Imam said at 

that occasion,  

"The prison of Harun was better than this house, 

where songs were not heard." 

Severe denouncement is present in the traditions of 

Infallibles (a.s.) regarding singing and hearing songs. 

Innumerable harms of this world and the Hereafter are 

mentioned as it results. Some of them are as follows:  

"Listening to songs creates hypocrisy in the 

heart just as greenery grows in water." 
(Imam Sadiq (a.s.))

"The houses where songs are held are not safe 

from sudden calamities. Supplications are not 

accepted therein and the angel of Mercy does not 

enter it." 

(Imam Sadiq (a.s.))

"Singing causes hypocrisy, poverty and hunger." 
(Imam Ali (a.s.))

"All the vain preoccupations are greater sins 

that make one negligent of the remembrance of 

Allah, like singing and playing of musical 

instruments." 
(Imam Sadiq (a.s.))

"The singer is included among those who would 

not be looked upon by Allah with a glance of 

mercy on the Day of Judgment." 
(The Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.s.))

"Molten lead would be poured in the ear of the 

one who listens to songs." 
(The Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.s.))



"The singer would arise out of his grave blind, 

dumb and deaf; and he would be recognized by 

these signs." 
(The Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.s.))

These days we see that the sin of music has become 

very common. We must avoid this sin. Imam Ali Reza 

(a.s.) has given glad tidings to those who keep themselves 

away from singing. He says,  

"One who keeps away from singing would be 

made to hear such a melodious sound from a 

tree in Paradise, as none has ever heard." 

Abusive Language 

One of the greater sins of the tongue is to badmouth 

others. The Almighty Allah has created everyone with a 

polite nature. If one resorts to abusive language or 

impolite talks, they cause him to be degraded from this 

lofty status of courtesy. It is a sin that displeases Allah, 

the Prophet and the Holy Imams (a.s.). 

There was a person who always remained with Imam 

Ja'far as-Sadiq (a.s.). People used to call him a friend of 

the Imam. One day this person went to the market with 

Imam (a.s.). This man's slave was also walking behind 

them. On the way, the slave separated from them for 

some reason. When after some time he joined them again 

the slave's master used abusive words with regard to the 

slave's mother. As soon as the Imam heard the abusive 

words, he slapped his own forehead and addressed the 

man in great astonishment,  

"You are abusing his mother. I was under the 

impression that you are a pious and a righteous man. 

But today it is revealed that there is nothing like piety 

and righteousness in you."  

After that, the Imam said, 

"Leave my company this very moment and 

never came with me again." 

After that no one saw that person with the Imam 

again. 

This anecdote has taught us that due to the use of 

abusive language, that person was deprived of the 

company of a great personality like the Holy Imam.  

Amirul Momineen Hazrat Ali (a.s.) has also 

informed about the harms of abusive language. He (a.s.) 

said,  

"Avoid obscene talks, because due to it, 

degraded people would be attracted to you and 

good people would be repelled." 

The Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.s.) also advised a 

man from Bani Tamim in the following words,  



"Do not use abusive language with others 

because it causes enmity with them." 

The traditions of the Holy Masoomeen (a.s.) 

regarding the conditions of the world in the last period 

speak much about the sins of the tongue that would be 

prevalent everywhere. Due to these sins there would be 

widespread conflicts, problems, fights and strife in the 

entire world. When such conditions appear we should 

know that the time of the reappearance of Imam-e-

Zamana Hazrat Mahdi (a.s.) is very close. 

Dear Students, take note of this! 

The sins of the tongue have increased greatly during 

these times. If we desire to be included among the 

followers of Imam-e-Zamana (a.s.) we must keep 

ourselves aloof from these sins. 

Imam Ali (a.s.) says: 

"The tongue is such a beast, that if it is left 

free it would tear up and devour you." 

Exercises 

Question 1: What are the harms of tale-telling. How can 

we keep away from it? 

Question 2: Explain in the light of the tradition of the 

Holy Prophet (s.a.w.s.) the condition on the 

Day of Judgment of one who listens to songs. 

Question 3: Why did Imam Ja'far as-Sadiq (a.s.) break off 

relations with his friend? 

Question 4: Quote one tradition each against tale-telling 

and abusive language. 



Ahasnul Miqal 

20 attributes of Imam e Zamana (AJTF) 

1. While in Alam e Zil o Shaj, the light of Imam E Zamana (AJTF) was the brightest 
amongst the lights (Anwar) of all the Aimah.  

2. Purity of ancestry – the forefathers of Imam e Zamana (AJTF) possessed piety and their 
lineage was the purist of all. From the maternal ancestry, the lineage leads to Qiasr e 
Rome and Janab e Sham’on (representative of Hazarat Isa (A.S.). The lineage of Janab 
e Sham’on leads to that of many Prophets and their representatives.  

3. Two of the angels carried Imam e Zamana (AJTF) to the highest of the heavens 
immediately after his birth, and the the Almight (SWT) conversed with him proclaiming 
that - greetings for you o my servant, for you have been created to assist my religion, to 
show evidence of my greatness and you are guidance for all my servants. I swear that I 
will provide and withhold because of you and will forgive because of you.  

4. Bait ul Hum – it is narrated that there is a house named Bait ul Hum specifically for Imam 
e Zamana (AJTF) which houses a lantern that is lit since his birth and will be lit until the 
time when he will reappear with his sword. 

5. The name and kuniyat of Imam e Zamana (AJTF) and Prophet Muhammad (P.B. U. H.) 
is the same. It is narrated that when the name of Imam e Zamana (AJTF) is chosen for a 
child the kuniyat should not be opted together.  

6. The sacredness of pronouncing the the name of Imam e Zamana (AJTF) as mentioned 
previously.  

7. Imam e Zamana (AJTF) is the last representative of the Almighty (SWT) on the Earth. 
There is neither any representative nor any sign of Allah (SWT) after him.  

8. Being in occultation from the day of birth and being entrusted to Ruh al Qudus and being 
brought up in Alam e Nur and Fazai Quds. His parts are neither affected by impurities 
nor do they involve the disobedience such as those of sons of Adam and Satan. He is 
belessed with the bounty of thriving in an environment filled with angels and the blessed 
souls.  

9. He has never associated or linked with any Kuffar or Munafiqs in the condition of fear or 
Taqayyah, from the day of his birth until now no tyrant has been able to gain access to 
him. No tyrant has been able partner with or represent Imam e Zamana (AJTF). Imam 
(AJTF) has maintained distance from their places of dwelling.  

10. Imam e Zamana (AJTF) has never paid allegiance to any tyrant. As narrated from Imam 
Hasan (A.s.) as mentioned in Alaam e Wara that - there is no one amongst us who has 
not paid allegiance to the tyrant in his time except the Imam (AJTF) behind whom Hazrat 
Isa (A.S.) (son of Maryam) will offer prayers. (this allegiance does not refer to following 
the terms of the tyrant and considering him as rightful, because an infallible cannot pay 
allegiance to a fallible regardless of how pious the person is, left alone paying allegiance 
to the rulers of Bani Umayyah and Bani Abbas who are pinnacles of tyranny and 
oppression. The allegiance mentioned above refers to the situation whereby the tyrant of 
the time rules over them and can subject them to oppression ultimately leading the ruler 
to poison the Imam. Imam e Zamana (AJTF) is protected against this form of allegiance 
as well.) 



11. Presence of signs on the back of Imam e Zamana (AJTF) similar to the sign of 
Numbuwat that was present on the back Prophet Muhammad (P.B. U. H.). Perhaps this 
alludes to the sign of Imamat and end of succession of representsative.  

12. In the heavenly books and the heavenly papers, Allah (SWT) alludes to Imam e Zamana 
(AJTF) only through his title (or many titles) and never refers to him through his name.  

13. At the time of the reappearance of Imam e Zamana (AJTF) unique and uncommon 
heavenly and earthly warnings will appear that have never surfaced at the time of the 
birth or reappearance of any sign/representative of Allah. It is narrated from Imam Jaffer 
(A.S.) in the book al Kafi, “Sanurihim Ayatina fi al Afaq wa fi Anfusihim hatta 
yatabayyana lahum annahulhaqq” which means “In time we will make them fully 
understand our messages (through what they perceive) in the utmost horizons (of the 
universe) and within themselves so that it will become clear unto them that this 
(revelation)  is indeed the truth.” The signs reffered to in this verse are the ones which 
will emerge before the reappearance of Imam e Zamana (AJTF), “haqq” in the verse 
refers to the reappearance of Imam e Zamana (AJTF) and is mentioned that the he is 
the truth from Allah (SWT) that the humanity will witness and that the reappearance of 
Imam e Zamana (AJTF) therefore is necessary. These signs and warnings are 
numerous and it is mentioned in various narrations that there are nearly four hundred. 

14. It is narrated from numerous traditions that along with the reappearance a heavenly 
announcement (voice) will be heard with the name of Imam e Zamana (AJTF). Ali Bin 
Ibrahim Qummi has narrated from Imam Jafer (A.S.) in the tafseer of Ayat e Shareefa 
Waistami’o Youm e Yunad al Mundi min makan qareeb (listen attentively to the call of 
the caller from a neighboring house), it is narrated that the caller will call with the name 
of Imam e Zamana (AJTF) along with his father (A.S.). In Ghaibat e Naumani, it is 
narrated from Imam Baqir (A.S.) that the caller will call together with Imam e Zamana 
(AJTF) such that the one who is in east or in the west will hear it, one who is sleeping 
will be awakened, one who is standing will get seated, one who is seated will rise due to 
the fright from the call. He mentioned that the voice will be of Jibrael which will be 
sounded on the night of Friday 23rd Ramadhan. There are numerous narrations to 
support this such that this sign has become indisputable.  

15. The speed with which the heavens and the skies rotate will decelerate. Sheikh Mufeed 
has narrated from Abu Baseer who has narrated from Imam Baqir (A.S.) in a detailed 
narration pertaining to Imam e Zamana (AJTF). He mentioned that the Imam e Zamana 
(AJTF) will rule for seven years and that each of those years will be equivalent to ten 
years and that Allah (SWT) will resurrect whom he wishes. The narrator questioned as to 
how the years will be prolonged. Imam (A.S.) mentioned that Allah (SWT) will order the 
universe to lose pace resulting in the days and the years being prolonged.  

The narrator mentioned that he questioned that according to people if the universe were 
to change course it will lead to destruction. Imam (A.S.) replied that this is the thought of 
the unbelievers. As for the Muslims they have no reason to believe this, especially when 
Allah (SWT) divided the moon into two for his Prophet (P.B.U.H.) and reverted the sun 
for Yusha Bin Noon and has also informed about the day of Judgment such that if you 
calculate, that day will equate to thousand years.  

16. Reappearance of Musahif Amir ul Mo’mineen (A.S.) that Imam Ali (A.S.) compiled after 
the death of the Prophet (P.B.U.H.), will reappear in the original form void of any 
changes and comprises of all those elements that had descended upon Imam Ali (A.S.) 
in the form of a miracle. Imam (A.S.) had presented it to the companions of the Prophet 
(P.B.U.H.) who had objected to it, therefore Imam (A.S.) had concealed it. The Musahif 



still exists in the original condition and will reappear on the hands of Imam e Zamana 
(AJTF). All the human beings will be commanded to read and memorize it. However, 
since the Musahif has different arrangement from that of the Qur’an that the human 
beings are intimate to, memorizing it will be amongst the difficulties faced by the human 
beings.  

17. White clouds to shade Imam e Zamana (AJTF) and the caller will announce, such that 
the human and jins (thaqalain), those in the east and the west will hear (Lqain), that this 
is Mahdi (A.S.) who will fill the earth with peace and justice in a way that it is presently 
filled with vice and injustice. This call is different from the call mentioned in point 14.  

18. Jin and angels will be part of the army of Imam e Zamana (AJTF) and they will be 
appear in front of the companions of Imam (AJTF).  

19. Elapsing of day and night, changing of the earth and skies will have no effect on your 
physical appearance, disposition and demeanor despite the fact that the age of Imam e 
Zamana (AJTF) is at present more than 1000 years and only Allah (SWT) knows the age 
of Imam (AJTF) at the time of reappearance. When he will re-appear he appearance will 
be of a forty year old unlike those prophets or non-prophets whose wives used to say – 
that my husband has become old, while others complain that – my bones have become 
weak and head (i.e. hair) has become white – complaining about the weakness due to 
old age. 

Sheikh Saduq narrated from Abu Lasalat Harwi who questioned Imam Ali Redha (A.S.) 
as to what will be the sign of Imam e Zamana (AJTF) at the time of his reappearance? 
Imam (A.S.) replied that Imam e Zamana (AJTF) will be a young man with the age of an 
old man, such that people will doubt whether his age is even forty or less.  

20. Disappearance of all hostility that exists between animals and between human and 
animals, similar to the condition that prevailed prior to the murder of Habil. It is narrated 
from Imam Ali (A.S.) that when Imam e Zamana (AJTF) will reappear, there will be 
peace amongst beasts and other animals. Even to that extent that a woman who will 
travel between Iraq and Syria, her foot will lay upon nothing but greenery and that she 
will be dressed with all the ornaments, no beast will harm her or terrify her.   


