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INTRODUCTION

T his feast, celebrated on February 2, is 
known in the Orthodox Church as e 

Presentation of Christ in the Temple. Another 
name for the feast is e Meeting of our Lord. 
Roman Catholic and Protestant Christians 
call the feast, e Puri�cation of the Holy 
Virgin. About 450 AD in Jerusalem, people 
began the custom of holding lighted candles 
during the Divine Liturgy of this feast day. 
erefore, some churches in the West refer to 
this holy day as Candlemas. e Feast of the 
Presentation concludes the observances 

related to the Nativity of Christ, a period that 
opened on November 15 with the beginning 
of the Nativity fast.

BIBLICAL STORY

e story of the Presentation is told in Luke 
2:22-29.  Mary and Joseph were faithful Jews 
and observed their religious customs.  An 
important custom was for the couple to take 
their �rst-born son to the Temple.  e baby 
was taken to the Temple forty days aer his 
birth and was dedicated to God.  In addition, 
if the parents were wealthy, they were to bring 
a lamb and a young pigeon or a turtle dove to 
be offered as a sacri�ce at the Temple.  e 
custom provided that if the parents were 
poor,  they were to offer two pigeons or two 
turtle doves for the sacri�ce.

Joseph and Mary were not wealthy,  so they 
took two turtle doves with them to offer as a 
sacri�ce at the Temple.

When Jesus was forty days old, Mary and 
Joseph took Him to the Temple in Jerusalem.  
ey were not wealthy, so they took two turtle 
doves with them to offer as a sacri�ce at the 
Temple.  As they arrived at the Temple, Mary 
and Joseph were met by a very old man named 
Simeon.  He was a holy man and was noted as a 

PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE
Celebrated February 2nd

Continued on pg. 6...

http://www.facebook.com/stdemetriosmi
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Vigil Candles

January
01/02 - For Amanda Haddad - Better health & Motherhood

By Mariam Haddad
- For Families & Relatives - by Dr. Judy Blebea
- For John Kostick - Better Health.

By Petro & Sandra Ahejew
- For Dr. Elaine Demetroulis - Spiritual Favors

By Eliades & Legner Families
- For George Kouvelas - Memory Eternal

By Elaine Kimmerly & Family
01/09 - For John, Fani, & Fotina - Memory Eternal.

By Tony & Rula Koutras & Family
- For John Kostick - Better Health

By Petro & Sandra Ahejew
01/16 - For Cletus Nichols - Better Health

By Dr. David & Elan Nichols
- For Clete Nichols - Better Health
- For Krista Koopman & Rick Mason - Better Health

By Edward, Gabriella, & Austin Economous
- For Amanda Rishmawi - Families & Motherhood

By Mariam Haddad
- For Elena - Better Health & Motherhood

By Dr. Judy Blebea
01/23 - For Dorothy Kouvelas - Memory Eternal

By Elaine Kimmerly & Family
01/30 - For George Koutras - Memory Eternal

By Eleheria Paez; Sophia & Johnathan Bernhart; & 
by Panayiota Smiaris

- For Families, Relatives, Motherhood & Children
By Mariam Haddad

- For the Samaras Family - by Fani Samaras
- For Marcia Kostick - Better Health

By Petro & Sandra Ahejew

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEvcu-qrDMsG9Sr4oPTDL-iflVEHgoRb2kV
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From Fr. Timothy

PREPARING FOR GREAT LENT

Lent is on the horizon! is great season of spiritual renewal might seem like it comes out of nowhere, but 
actually the Church does her best to prepare us for the struggle and ease us into the fast. e preparation 

properly doesn’t begin until the beginning of Triodion, the ten-week period that includes all of the 
preparation that brings us to Pascha. It starts with a three-week “ease-in” period, followed by the forty days of 
Great Lent, and ending with Great and Holy Week itself. is “ease-in” period is what I want to talk about, 
because the themes of these weeks are not just helping us to get ready to fast, but reminding us of all the tools 
we’ll need as we navigate Great Lent.

Over these three weeks, we gradually rid our houses of meat and dairy, but there are some other things - 
passions that we need to put away, and virtues that we need to take up - to which we need to pay attention if 
we are going to navigate Lent and Holy Week successfully. ese passions and the virtues are the subjects of 
the four Sundays of this period leading up to Great Lent, the Sundays of: the Publican and the Pharisee; the 
Prodigal Son; the Last Judgement; and Forgiveness.

First, these Sundays remind us that we need to lay the following  passions aside, if we are carrying them: 

1)  Pride – just like with the Pharisee, the idea that we are self-sufficient and able to “go it alone” 
without God or anyone else actually takes us away from the Kingdom, even if we �ll our lives 
with “good deeds.” 

2)  Isolation – the fruit of pride, but also of guilt. Whether because of our own pride or guilt, like the 
Prodigal Son we isolate ourselves from God, from our family, and from our community, because 
we think that He and they will not or cannot love us. 

3)  Anger – just like the Prodigal Son’s brother, it is entirely possible for us to put ourselves out of the 
Kingdom because we cannot let go of some hurt or disagreement with someone else. 

en, these same Sundays remind us of the virtues we need to take up, and strengthen as we enter Lent:

1)  Humility – Like the Publican, and like the Prodigal, we need humility to see our own sins and turn 
back to God in repentance.

2)  Obedience – as we are reminded on the Sunday of the Last Judgement, God has shown us the way to 
His Kingdom – the way to salvation. We should care for our neighbor out of love, but if we cannot at 
least minister to those in need out of obedience we show ourselves unworthy of His Kingdom.

3)  Forgiveness – we see in all of the parables leading up to Great Lent the need for community. We 
are saved and brought to God’s Kingdom together, or not at all. For this reason the �nal act of 
preparation for Great and Holy Lent is the Rite of Forgiveness, in which we offer and receive 
forgiveness for all of our fellow-travellers on the road to Pascha.

As with so much else in the Church, what we get out of Lent largely depends on the degree to which we 
participate in Lent. If we do not participate in the prayers, fasting, extra services, giving, and the lessons the 
Church calls us to receive during this period, then Pascha will not be what it should be. If, however, we 
engage with the richness of this period, then Pascha and all that comes aer will be that much brighter. 

We may even �nd that – having put aside pride, anger, and isolation in exchange for humility, obedience, and 
the community born of forgiveness – we are able to step even deeper into the Kingdom than ever before. When 
we come to Pascha in that way, then we will have not only participated more fully in Lent than ever before, but 
we will have learned what Lent and Pascha are truly for: to prepare us for and lead us into God’s Kingdom.
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Healing Ministries Sunday ‐ January 23rd

On January 23rd, we celebrated our �rst Healing Ministries Sunday - a day set aside to honor, pray for, and 
bless all of the members of our parish who work in the healing ministries, whether as doctors, nurses, 

pharmacists, support staff, or in any other capacity. May God bless and strengthen them as they continue 
their ministries in 2022! Please continue to keep them in your prayers.

Educators Sunday ‐ January 30th

On January 30th, we celebrated our �rst Educators Sunday - a day set aside to honor, pray for, and bless all of 
the members of our parish who work in education. May God bless and strengthen them as they continue 

their ministries in 2022! Please continue to keep them in your prayers.

Blessing of the Waters ‐ January 5th & 6th

On both the Eve and the feast of eophany, we celebrate the Great Blessing of the 
Waters in commemoration of the baptism of Christ. On this day we renew the 

blessing and dedication of the Church as God's house, and renew our supply of holy 
water which we use in our personal prayers and for the blessing of houses, icons, 

and just about everything else!
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Philoptochos
Joni Porchia

President

Philoptochos will have their �rst meeting of 2022 
on February 13th following the Liturgy. We 
welcome all to come and join us and be part of our 
mission of philanthropy.

To learn more about the Philoptochos Society or to join, 
speak to any member aer the Liturgy, or contact the 

Church office.

PROSPHORA & FELLOWSHIP 
SCHEDULE

DECEMBER

Feb. 6 P: Linda Hubbell 
F: Dr. Risty & Karen Kalivas 

Voula & Michael Erfourth

Feb. 13 P: Kathy Huber  
F: Brady & Sandy Duke 

Shawn & Vaia Clifford

Feb. 20 P: Matina Ioannidis 
F: Andrea & Corey Ferris 

Kitty Gavalas 

Feb. 27 P: Karen Kalivas 
F: Gowenlock Family 

George & Virginia Ulmer

Many thanks to all who 

prepare the prosphora 

and host the fellowship 

hour each week! 

Your offering of time and talent is 
truly an important offering for the 

celebration and living out of the 
Divine Liturgy for us and our 

community.

If you are unable to prepare Prosphora 
or host the fellowship hour for your 

scheduled Sunday, please contact the 
Church Office promptly at:

 (989) 793 - 8822  
stdemetriosmi@gmail.com.

Parish Council News 
As of January 31st, 2022, the following parishioners 
have accepted their appointment to the Parish 
Council, pending the approval of His Eminence:

Tena Mendyk  & Doug Povich

e Council has also elected their officers for 2022: 
Congratulations to: 
Art Tselepis (President) 
Meg Rodriguez (Vice-President) 
Corey Ferris (Treasurer) 
Elan Nichols (Secretary) 

May God bless their ministry!
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very intelligent scholar.  Simeon spent much time 
studying about the prophets of Israel.  It was during his 
studies that he learned of the coming of the Messiah. 
e Jewish people were waiting for the Messiah to 
come and deliver Israel from their conquerors.  From 
that time on, Simeon spent his time praying for the 
Messiah to come.  He spent many years in prayer. 
Finally, while Simeon was praying he heard the voice 
of God.  God promised Simeon that he would not die 
until he had seen the Messiah.

When Simeon saw Jesus, he took 
the baby in his arms and blessed 
the Lord and said: "Lord, now let 
Your servant go in peace 
according to Your promise, 
because my eyes have seen Your 
salvation which you have 
prepared before the face of all 
peoples, a light to bring revelation 
to the Gentiles, and the glory to 
your people Israel."

Also, in the Temple was Anna the 
Prophetess.  She had been a widow for many years.  
Anna was about eighty-four years old and spent her 
time in the Temple worshiping,  fasting,  and praying.  
When she saw the Christ Child she praised God and 
spoke of him to all who were awaiting the Messiah.

Aer Jesus was presented in the Temple,  the family 
returned to Galilee to the town of Nazareth.  e 
Bible tells us that Jesus grew and became strong, and 
was �lled with wisdom.

ICON OF THE FEAST

e Icon shows that the 
meeting takes place inside the 
Temple and in front of the 
altar. e altar has a book or a 
scroll on it and is covered by a 
canopy. e eotokos stands 
to the le and is holding out 
her hands in a gesture of 
offering. e one hand of the 
eotokos is covered by her 
cloak or as it is known, the 

maphorion. She has just handed her Son to Simeon.

Christ is shown as a child, but He is not in swaddling 

clothes. He is clothed in a small dress and his legs are 
bare. Jesus appears to be giving a blessing. Simeon 
holds Jesus with both hands which are covered. is 
shows the reverence Simeon had for the Messiah. 
Simeon is bare headed and there is nothing to show that 
he is a priest. Some biblical scholars say that Simeon was 
probably a priest of the Temple or a Doctor of the Law.

Joseph is behind the eotokos. 
He is carrying the two turtle 
doves for the sacri�ce. Anna the 
Prophetess is also standing 
behind the eotokos and is 
pointing to the Christ child.

e words Simeon spoke when 
he saw the Christ Child are 
known as "St. Simeon's Prayer." 
is prayer is sung daily at the 
evening Vespers services of the 
Orthodox Church.

In the Orthodox Church, both 
baby boys and baby girls are taken to the Church on 
the fortieth day aer their birth. is is done in 
remembrance of the eotokos and Joseph taking the 
infant Jesus to the Temple.

ORTHODOX CELEBRATION OF THE

FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION 

is Feast of our Lord is celebrated with the Divine 
Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom on the day of the 
Feast, preceded by the Matins service.

HYMNS OF THE FEAST

Dismissal Hymn (First Mode)  

Lady full of grace, rejoice, O Virgin eotokos, for 
Christ our God, the Sun of righteousness has risen 
from you and He illumined those in darkness. And 
you, righteous Elder, be glad in heart, receiving in 
your embraces the One who liberates our souls and 
bestows on us the Resurrection.

Kontakion (First Mode)  

You sancti�ed the virginal womb by Your birth, O 
Lord, and blessed the hands of Symeon �ttingly, O 
Christ God; and even now You came and saved us. 
Now, give peace to our Nation in time of war, and 
empower our Leaders, so loved by You, the only one 
who loves humanity.

Continued from pg. 1...

1. Simeon took Jesus 
in his arms and 

praised God.

2. e eotokos is holding 
out her hands in a gesture 
of offering and humility.

3. Joseph offers the 
sacri�ce of a poor 

family while Anna the 
Prophetess praises God.
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Our 2021 Stewardship goal was $170,000. In 2021 we received pledges re�ecting 
104% of that goal, and contributions totalling 113% of that goal. We also met and 

exceeded our challenge to raise an additional $20,000 in the �nal quarter.

THANK YOU to all of our faithful stewards who helped us reach our goals in 2021! If 
you have not yet submitted your pledge for 2022, you can do that online or using the 

form on page 11.

Total Pledges: $176,060.00 Offerings Received: $192,600.23 Largest pledge: $20,000.00

Stewards pledged: 134 Offerings Unful�lled: $6,897.00 Median pledge: $720.00

2021 STEWARDSHIP REPORT - END OF YEAR, 2021

— STEWARDSHIP CHALLENGE  —

ank you all for your loving support of our parish! anks to you, we not only met, but 
exceeded our Stewardship goal of $170,000 for 2021. is is an incredible step forward for our 

parish, but we believe that we can do more!

In the last quarter of 2021, the Stewardship Committee and the Parish Council challenged the 
parish to give an additional $35/month/family in addition to what they have already pledged, 

in an effort to reduce our budget de�cit to ZERO. 

For 2022, we have renewed this challenge for us as a parish to give additional $35/month/family 
throughout the entire year. If we can meet this challenge, we can not only meet our new 

Stewardship Goal of $220,000, we can take a giant step forward in:

1) Increasing our participation in the ministries of the Parish;

2) Reducing our dependence on "outside funding" (like renting the Hall); 

3) Meeting our Strategic goal of making our parish fully funded by Stewardship two years early;

4) Moving to expand our outreach and ministry in Mid-Michigan.

PLEASE JOIN US - THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE AND PARISH COUNCIL - IN 
TAKING THIS STEP FORWARD TO SUPPORT THE MINISTRIES OF ST. DEMETRIOS 

CHURCH AND THE WORK OF GOD IN MID-MICHIGAN!
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Our 2022 Stewardship goal is $220,000. As of January 31st, 2022, we have received pledges re�ecting 25% of that goal.
ank you to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for 2022. Please join them in their support of our 

St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church and submit your pledge card today!
(Please submit any corrections to the Church office).

Cook, Rev. Fr. Timothy & 
Pres. Catherine 

Bistolarides, Fr. Peter & 
Pres. Peggy

Ahejew Sr., Petro & Sandra

Ahejew, Debra

Ahejew, Petro

Alexandris, Tom & Athena

Anagnost, Christ & Olga

Barris, omas & Angela

Bernhart, Johnathan

Bernhart, Sophia

Blebea, John & Judy

Blohm, Jeremy & Taylor

Bone, Kevin & Bessie

Brown, Tula

Caris, Georgia

Constantinou, 
Constantinos & Mimi

Driver, Eleanor

Driver, Michele

Duke, Sandy & Brady

Economou, Soula

Economous, Gabriella & 
Edward

Erfourth, Stavroula & 
Michael

Ferris, Corey & Andrea

Gavalas, Kitty

Gustafson, Betty

Houpis, Evan & Alexia

Howard, Bambi & Kyle

Hubbell, Linda & Doug

Ioannidis, Matina

Kalivas, Risty & Karen

Karris, Mersina

Katsiouras, Katerina & 
Athanasios

Kelso, Ron & Connie

Kennedy, Anna

Khoury, Sameer & Areen

Legner, Mark & Koula

Maghlakelidze, Teona & 
Goreliskvili, Koba

Total Pledges: $122,400.00 Offerings Received: $30,546.52 Largest pledge: $7,800.00

Stewards pledged: 72 Offerings Unful�lled: $93,797.60 Median pledge: $1,200.00

2022 STEWARDSHIP REPORT - JANUARY 31ST, 2022

Mehl, Stephanie & Andrew

Metropoulos, Katherine

Morris, Adam Sr. & Eleni

Ostler, Dennis & Soula

Paez, Eleheria

Paron, Jamey

Paron, Kelly

Paron, Marge

Paron, Nicholas & Julie

Povich, Douglas & Leta

Povich, Julia

Povich, Kosta & Charlotte

Psetas, Christ & Yiota

Rouman, George & Fran

Siradakis, Eihios & 
Beverly

Skoutelas, Andreas & 
Paraskevi

Skoutelas, Athanasios & 
Glykeria

Sous, Rita

Stamas, Nick & Betty

Stavropoulos, Bill & Linda

Tarachas, Achilles

Tarachas, Bill & Bo

Tarachas, Electra

Trianta�llou, George & 
Jean Farrington

Tselepis, Art & Nancy 
Schaab

Ulmer, George & Virginia

Veremis, Kanella

Veremis, eodore & 
Georgia

Veremis, omas & Irene

Warner, James & Alina

Zacharko, Kathleen & 
James

Zestos, Eva

Zestos, James

Zubulake, George & 
Gladys

Zubulake, Jim & Esmini

2021
Cook, Fr. Timothy & Pres. Catherine
Bistolarides, Fr. Peter & Pres. Peggy

Ahejew, Petro & Sandra
Barris, omas & Angela

Bazakis, Andrew
Economou, Soula

Houpis, Evan & Candace
Nichols, David & Elan

Rouman, George & Frances
Stamas, Jim & Marsha

Zubulake, George
In Memory of Konstantinos & Eleni Bistolarides

2022
Cook, Fr. Timothy & Pres. Catherine

ST. DEMETRIOS FRIENDS OF THE METROPOLIS
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https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=DRQL7MJDPY89G
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http://stdemetrios.mi.goarch.org/calendar/parish-calendar
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https://secure.myvanco.com/YGSQ/home
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INTRODUCTION

T he Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee is 
the �rst Sunday of a three-week period prior to 

the commencement of Great Lent. It marks the 
beginning of a time of preparation for the spiritual 
journey of Lent, a time for Orthodox Christians to 
draw closer to God through worship, prayer, fasting, 
and acts of charity. It is also on this day that the 
Triodion is introduced, a liturgical book that 
contains the services from this Sunday, the tenth 
before Pascha (Easter), to Great and Holy Saturday.

BIBLICAL STORY

e name for this Sunday is taken from the parable 
of our Lord Jesus Christ found in Luke 18:10-14. 
is is the story of two men, one a Pharisee, a 
member of a Jewish sect known for its diligent 
observance of the Law, and the other a Publican, a 
government official charged with the responsibility 
of collecting taxes.

Both men enter the temple, and the Pharisee stands 
openly and prays, thanking God that he is not like 
other men, speci�cally extortioners, the unjust, 
adulterers, “or even this tax collector” (v. 11). He 
then begins to list his religious accomplishments by 
stating, “I fast twice a week, and I give tithes of all 
that I possess” (v. 12).

In direct contrast to the pride of the Pharisee, the 
Publican goes to a place where he will not be 
noticed by others and beats his breast saying, “God, 
be merciful to me a sinner!” (v. 13).

Having told this story, Jesus affirms that it was the 
Publican who returned home justi�ed and forgiven 
rather than the Pharisee. He states, “Everyone who 
exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles 
himself will be exalted” (v. 14).

e theme of this parable is repentance. Repentance is 
the door through which we enter Lent, the starting-
point of the journey to Pascha. To repent signi�es far 
more than self-pity or futile regret over things done in 
the past. e Greek term metanoia means “change of 
mind.” To repent is to be renewed, to be transformed 
in our inward viewpoint, to attain a fresh way of 
looking at our relationship with God and with others. 
e fault of the Pharisee is that he has no desire to 
change his outlook; he is complacent, self-satis�ed, 
and so he allows no place for God to act within him. 
e Gospel depicts him as a man that is pleased only 
with himself who thinks that he has complied with all 
of the requirements of religion. But in his pride, he has 
falsi�ed the meaning of true religion and faith. He has 
reduced these to external observations, measuring his 
piety by the amount of money he gives.

e Publican, on the other hand, truly longs for a 
“change of mind.” He humbles himself, and his 
humility justi�es him before God. He becomes, in 
the words of the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 
5:3), “poor in spirit.” He acknowledges that he is a 
sinner, and he knows that salvation is only found in 
the mercy of God. Here we �nd an example of true 
humility, an essential aspect of repentance. A 
“change of mind” and the transformation of our 
lives can only happen when we humble ourselves 
before God, acknowledge our willingness to turn 
from sin, and receive His grace into our lives.

Our preparation for Lent thus begins with a prayer 
for humility, the beginning of true repentance. 
rough repentance, we can �nd and return to the 
true order of things, a restoration of our spiritual 
vision that will guide us in a very difficult and 
challenging world. By entering Great Lent in humility 
and repentance, we can attain deeper communion 
with God as we receive His forgiveness and He 
blesses by guiding us to greater spiritual heights.

Triodion Begins - Preparing for Great Lent

THE SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN & THE PHARISEE - FEB. 13TH

http://www.goarch.org/chapel/
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ICON OF THE FEAST

e icon of the Sunday of the Publican and the 
Pharisee shows both men in the manner in which 
they enter the temple to pray. e Pharisee goes to a 
very prominent place where others will see him. e 
positions of his hands indicate that he is addressing 
God by speaking of his stature and accomplishments. 
In contrast, the Publican enters and remains in a low 
place, far from the holiest parts of the temple. His 
posture shows his openness to God, his humility, and 
his petition for mercy.

e icon also shows the state of both men as they 
leave the temple. Following the words of Christ in 

Luke 18:14, the Publican has now been exalted in 
the kingdom of God because of his humility. He 
leaves the temple forgiven, and he shows that he 
remains open to the will of God. In contrast, the 
Pharisee leaves the temple unjusti�ed, still in need 
of forgiveness. Because of his pride and lack of 
repentance, he will be humbled before God, the One 
who knows the condition of each person’s soul and 
who will offer the gi of salvation to those who 
come to Him in true repentance.

THE SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON - FEB. 20TH

INTRODUCTION

T he Sunday of the Prodigal Son is the second 
Sunday of a three-week period prior to the 

commencement of Great Lent. On the previous 
Sunday, the services of the Church began to include 
hymns from the Triodion, a liturgical book that 
contains the services from the Sunday of the Publican 
and the Pharisee, the tenth before Pascha (Easter), 
through Great and Holy Saturday. As with the 
Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee, the theme 
of this Sunday is repentance, and the focus on the 
parable of the Prodigal Son leads Orthodox 
Christians to contemplate the necessity of repentance 
in our relationship with our Heavenly Father.

BIBLICAL STORY

e name for this Sunday is taken from the parable 
of our Lord Jesus Christ found in Luke 15:11-32. 

e parable is the story of a man and his two sons. e 
youngest of the sons asks his father to give him his 
inheritance. e father does this, and soon aer the son 
leaves and journeys to a distant country (vv. 11-13).

Aer the younger son arrives, he squanders all of 
his possessions with “prodigal” living. Within a 
short period of time, he wastes everything. A severe 
famine comes, but he has nothing and falls into 
great need (vv. 13-14).

He is able to �nd work feeding swine, but this does 
not improve his situation. e Scriptures say, “He 
would gladly have �lled his stomach with the pods 
that the swine ate, but no one gave him 
anything” (vv. 15-16).

e parable says that in the midst of his dire 
conditions, he came to himself. He realized that his 
father’s hired servants have enough to eat and food to 
spare, while he perishes with hunger. He says, “I will 
arise and go to my father and will say to him, ‘Father, 
I have sinned against heaven and before you, and I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me 
like one of your hired servants’” (vv. 17-19).

He arose and returned to his father. But as he 
approached, his father saw him at a great distance. 
e father had compassion on his son, ran to meet 
him, embraced him, and kissed him. e son 
admitted his sinfulness and his unworthiness to be 
called a son, but in his joy at the return of his son, 
the father called his servants to bring the best robe, 
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a ring for his son’s �nger, and sandals for his feet. He 
also called for the fatted calf to be killed for a feast. 
He exclaimed, “For this my son was dead and is 
alive again; he was lost and is found” (vv. 20-24).

While they were feasting and celebrating the return 
of the prodigal son, the older son comes and inquires 
about what is happening. He is told that his brother 
had returned and that his father has received him 
with a feast. e older brother becomes angry and 
will not go in to the feast. e father comes out and 
pleads with him, but the older son answers by saying 
he has been faithful to his father for many years and 
yet the father never gave him the opportunity for 
such feasting. He expresses his anger and jealousy 
over his brother who was received in such a manner 
aer he squandered his inheritance (vv. 25-30).

e father responds by telling his oldest son, “You 
are always with me, and all that I have is yours. It 
was right that we should make merry and be glad, 
for your brother was dead and is alive again, and 
was lost and is found” (vv. 31-32).

e parable of the Prodigal Son forms an exact icon 
of repentance at its different stages. Sin is exile, 
enslavement to strangers, hunger. Repentance is the 
return from exile to our true home; it is to receive 
back our inheritance and freedom in the Father’s 
house. But repentance implies action: “I will rise up 
and go…” (v. 18). To repent is not just to feel 
dissatis�ed, but to make a decision and to act upon it.

In the words of our Lord, we also learn of three 
things through this parable: the condition of the 
sinner, the rule of repentance, and the greatness of 
God’s compassion. e reading of this parable 
follows the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee 
so that, seeing in the person of the Prodigal Son our 
own sinful condition, we might come to our senses 
and return to God through repentance. For those 
who have fallen into great despair over their sins 
thinking that there is no forgiveness, this parable 
offers hope. e Heavenly Father is patiently and 
lovingly waiting for our return. ere is no sin that 
can overcome His love for us.

Finally, this parable offers us insight into the world 
in which we live. It is a world where the activities of 
people are disconnected and not ordered toward the 
ful�llment of God’s divine purpose for life. It is a 

world of incoherent pursuits, of illusory strivings, of 
craving for foods and drinks that do not satisfy, a 
world where nothing ultimately makes sense, and a 
world engulfed in untruth, deceit and sin. It is the 
exact opposite of the world as created by God and 
potentially recreated by his Son and Spirit. ere is 
no cure for the evils of our age unless we return to 
God. e world in which we live is not a normal 
world, but a wasteland. is is why in the Slavic 
tradition of the Orthodox Church the reading of 
Psalm 137 is added to the Matins service for this and 
the following two Sundays. is nostalgic lament of 
the Hebrew exiles states: "By the streams of Babylon 
we sat and wept as we remembered Zion. On the 
willows we hung our harps, for how could we sing 
the Lord’s song in a strange land” (Psalm 137).

Here we can see the challenge of life in this world 
and the alienation from God that can happen when 
sin reigns in our lives. As a result of sin in our lives, 
we lose the joy of communion with God, we de�le 
and lose our spiritual beauty, and we �nd ourselves 
far away from our real home, our real life. In true 
repentance, we realize this, and we express a deep 
desire to return, to recover what has been lost. On 
this day the Church reminds us of what we have 
abandoned and lost, and beckons us to �nd the 
desire and power to return. Our Heavenly Father is 
waiting and ready to receive us with His loving 
forgiveness and His saving embrace.

ICON OF THE FEAST

e icon of the Sunday of the Prodigal Son shows 
the prodigal being received by his father upon his 
return. We are presented with an image of a warm 
and loving embrace, the son showing his need for 
his father, an attitude that represents repentance, 
love, and hope for renewal and restoration. e 
father is shown full of compassion for his son, 
having born the burden of his sin and suffering, but 
now �lled with joy that he has returned.

Kontakion of the Prodigal Son

I revolted senselessly * out of Your fatherly glory; * I 
have squandered sinfully * all of the riches You gave 
me.* Hence to You, using the Prodigal's words, I cry 
out,* I have sinned before You, merciful loving 
Father.* O receive me in repentance, * I pray, and 
treat me * as one of Your hired hands.
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INTRODUCTION

T he Sunday of the Last Judgment is the third 
Sunday of a three-week period prior to the 

commencement of Great Lent. During this time, the 
services of the Church have begun to include hymns 
from the Triodion, a liturgical book that contains 
the services from the Sunday of the Publican and 
the Pharisee, the tenth before Pascha (Easter), 
through Great and Holy Saturday. On this day, focus 
is placed on the future judgment of all persons who 
will stand before the throne of God when Christ 
returns in His glory. 

BIBLICAL STORY

e commemoration for this Sunday is taken from 
the parable of our Lord Jesus Christ concerning his 
Second Coming and the Last Judgment of all, both 
the living and the dead. In Matthew 25:31-46, 
Christ speaks about what will happen at this speci�c 
point in time when He will “come in His glory, and 
all the holy angels with Him” (v. 31).

At His coming, “He will sit on the throne of His 
glory,” and all of the nations will be gathered before 
Him. He will separate them “as a shepherd divides 
his sheep from the goats” (v. 32). e sheep will be 
placed on His right hand, and the goats on the le.

To the sheep, He will say “Come, you blessed of My 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world” (vv. 33-34)

is kingdom is offered to the sheep because of 
their compassion and service to those in need. Jesus 
says, “…for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I 
was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger 
and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed 

Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison 
and you came to Me.”

e sheep, who are the righteous chosen for the 
kingdom, will ask how this could be so.ey will ask 
Jesus when was He hungry or thirsty, a stranger, 
naked, and in prison. He will answer them by 
saying, “Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did 
it to the least of these My brethren, you did it to 
me” (vv. 35-40).

Christ the King, seated on His throne of judgment, 
will then turn to the goats on His le and say, 
“Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting 
�re prepared for the devil and his angels” (v. 41). He 
will condemn them because they did not feed Him 
when He was hungry, give Him drink when He was 
thirsty, take Him in when He was a stranger, clothe 
Him when He was naked, visit Him when He was 
sick or in prison.

e goats will ask the Lord, “When did we see You 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or 
in prison, and did not minister to You?” en He 
will answer them saying, “Assuredly, I say to you, 
inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of 
these, you did not do it to me” (vv. 42-45).

Jesus concludes His words on the Last Judgment by 
stating that those on the le “will go away into 
everlasting punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life” (v. 46).

On the past two Sundays of this pre-Lenten period, 
the focus was placed on God’s patience and limitless 
compassion, of His readiness to accept every sinner 
who returns to Him. On this third Sunday, we are 
powerfully reminded of a complementary truth: no 
one is so patient and so merciful as God, but even He 
does not forgive those who do not repent. e God of 
love is also a God of righteousness, and when Christ 
comes again in glory, He will come as our Judge. Such 
is the message of Lent to each of us: turn back while 
there is still time, repent before the End comes.

is Sunday sets before us the eschatological 
dimension of Lent: the Great Fast is a preparation 
for the Second Coming of the Savior, for the eternal 
Passover in the Age to Come, a theme that is also 
the focus of the �rst three days of Holy Week. But 

MEATFARE - SUNDAY OF THE LAST JUDGEMENT - FEBRUARY 27TH

http://www.goarch.org/chapel/
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the judgment is not only in the future. Here and 
now, each day and each hour, in hardening our 
hearts toward others and in failing to respond to the 
opportunities we are given of helping them, we are 
already passing judgment on ourselves.

Another theme of this Sunday is that of love. When 
Christ comes to judge us, what will be the criterion of 
His judgment? e parable of the Last Judgment 
answers: love—not a mere humanitarian concern for 
abstract justice and the anonymous “poor,” but concrete 
and personal love for the human person—the speci�c 
persons that we encounter each day in our lives.

Christian love is the “possible impossibility” to see 
Christ in another person, whoever he or she is, and 
whom God, in His eternal and mysterious plan, has 
decided to introduce into my life, be it only for a few 
moments, not as an occasion for a “good deed” or 
an exercise in philanthropy, but as the beginning of 
an eternal companionship in God Himself.

e parable of the Last Judgment is about Christian 
love. Not all of us are called to work for “humanity,” 
yet each one of us has received the gi and the grace 
of Christ’s love. We know that all persons ultimately 
need this personal love—the recognition in them of 
their unique soul in which the beauty of the whole 
creation is re�ected in a unique way. We also know 
that people are in prison and are sick and thirsty and 
hungry because that personal love has been denied 
them. And, �nally, we know that however narrow 
and limited the framework of our personal existence, 
each one of us has been made responsible for a tiny 
part of the Kingdom of God, made responsible by 
that very gi of Christ’s love. us, on whether or not 
we have accepted this responsibility, on whether we 
have loved or refused to love, shall we be judged.

ICON OF THE FEAST

e icon of the Sunday of the Last Judgment 
incorporates all of the elements of the parable from 
Matthew 25:31-46. Christ sits on the throne and 
before him the Last Judgment takes place. He is 
extending his hands in blessing upon the eotokos 
on his right, and John the Baptist on his le. Seated 
on smaller thrones are the Apostles, represented by 
Peter and Paul, a depiction of the words of Christ in 
Matthew 19:28.

Proceeding from the throne are the scrolls 
pronouncing the judgment upon the sheep and the 
goats. e faithful are received with the words that 
are written on the scroll to the right of Christ the 
Judge, “Come, you blessed of My Father, and inherit 
the kingdom” (v. 34). e scroll on the le condemns 
the unfaithful with the words, “Depart from me you 
cursed, into the everlasting �re” (v. 41).

Before the throne, the progenitors of the human 
race, Adam and Eve, bow before Christ. In the 
center of the icon is the Archangel Michael. He is 
holding the scales of judgment and is surrounded 
by the books that contain the works of each person 
(Revelation 20:11-13). Also shown are the angels 
with trumpets announcing the return of Christ and 
signaling the resurrection of the dead and the 
commencement of the Last Judgment (I 
essalonians 4:16-17).

To the le of the Archangel are both the living and 
the dead who are approaching the throne and 
Christ the judge. Whereas Adam and Eve are 
representative of all of humanity, this part of the 
icon shows that both the living and the dead will 
stand before Christ.

At the bottom right of the icon is the everlasting �re 
prepared for the devil and the demons, and also for 
those who are not found worthy to inherit the 
Kingdom of God.

e icon offers a clear image of the theme of judgment 
with Christ on His throne, the Archangel with the 
scales and books, and the anticipation of the sentence 
of everlasting punishment for the unrighteous and the 
reward of eternal life for the righteous.

Kontakion of Judgement Sunday

When You come down to the earth, O God, in Your 
glory, all things will cower tremulous, and a river of 
�re will draw before Your Judgment Seat; the books 
shall be opened up, and public knowledge will 
things hidden be. Rescue me, then, I pray, from 
unquenchable �re, and count me worthy to stand at 
Your right hand, O You, the most righteous Judge.

(For more on these Sundays, or on Triodion and 
Great Lent - including hymns, prayers, re�ections, 

and much more - visit goarch.org/lent)

http://www.goarch.org/lent/
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MEETING OF THE LORD - FEB. 2ND

On the Feast of the Meeting, we celebrate the 
presentation of the Lord in the Temple as an infant 
40-days old in observance to the Law of God that 
"every male who opens the womb shall be sacred to 
God." (Lu,e 2:23) He was met by Sts. Symeon and 
Anna who proclaimed His coming and prophesied 
the mighty works that He would do.

In imitation of this feast, we present or "church" all 
Orthodox Christian children in the Church on the 
fortieth day aer their birth, blessing both the 
mother and the child in imitation of and 
participation in the Meeting of the Lord.  

How to Celebrate

1) On the feast of the Meeting, it is customary in 
many Christian churches to bless candles and 
distribute them to the Faithful. For this reason, this 
feast is sometimes called "Candlemas" in the West.

Light the candle you receive in Church (or any 
candle, if you don't make it to Liturgy that day) in 
front of your icons as you pray!

2) Sing the festal hymns! (See link to AGES below).

3) Come to Church! We always have Liturgy on 
February 2nd. 

TRIODION BEGINS - FEBRUARY 13TH

"Triodion" ("three odes") is the period of 
preparation for the feast of Pascha (Easter). 
Triodion begins on a different day each year, since it 
is calculated from the date of Pascha, and includes:

1) A three week period of preparation for Great Lent;

2) Lent itself, also known as "the Great Forty Days;"

3) Lazarus Saturday and Palm Sunday;

4) Great and Holy Week.

All of these periods together bring us - step by step - 
through the process of preparing for the "Feast of 
Feasts" that is Pascha. e pre-Lenten period that 
we observe in February this year prepares us for the 
Fast in several different ways:

1) We ease into the fast by degrees by observing: 
�rst, a fast-free week (Feb. 14-20); second, the last 
week for meat, which is called Meatfare (Feb. 21-
27); and �nally the last week for dairy, known as 
"Cheesefare" (Feb. 28-Mar. 6).

2) e Church begins to introduce the heavier and 
more somber readings and hymns of Great Lent, 
especially on Wednesdays and Fridays as we draw 
near to Lent.

3) e themes and readings for the Sundays leading 
up to Lent remind us of the spiritual tools we will 
need to traverse Lent to reach Pascha - and to 
traverse our lives and come to Christ.

4) We offer and receive forgiveness of each other at 
Forgiveness Vespers so we begin Lent clean and 
united as a community.

How to Celebrate

1) As always, come to Church! e Sundays leading 
up to Great Lent are especially beautiful.

2) Join us for a Meatfare potluck! It's a great way for 
us to help each other clear out our fridges and 
pantries before Lent.

3) Go to Confession, and to Forgiveness Vespers!

4) Get your house blessed! We are still in the post-
eophany period when we bless our homes, and 
it's a great way to prepare for Lent, so that we and 
our homes and families can begin the journey clean.

OTHER RESOURCES FOR CELEBRATING 

FASTS & FEASTS

ARCHDIOCESAN WEBSITE

e Archdiocesan website includes articles, prayers, 
service texts, homilies, messages, encyclicals, audio, 
photo galleries from around the Archdiocese, and 
videos. 

Visit goarch.org to see more.

AGES INITIATIVES

AGES Initiatives Digital Chand Stand supplies most 
of the texts for the Divine Services in our parish. It 
also contains a large library of musical scores for the 
hymns of those services (and many more, besides) 
to be sung both in Church and at home. 

Visit https://dcs.goarch.org/goa/dcs/dcs.html.

LIVING THE LITURGICAL YEAR - FEBRUARY 

https://www.goarch.org/pentecostarion
https://dcs.goarch.org/goa/dcs/dcs.html
https://vasilopita.com
http://www.laurieconstantino.com/recipe-index/greek-beans-and-grains-soup-polysporia/
https://dcs.goarch.org/goa/dcs/js/viewer/web/viewer.html?file=/m/dedes/en/me/m01/d06/ve/w/apolytikion1.pdf
https://dcs.goarch.org/goa/dcs/js/viewer/web/viewer.html?file=/m/dedes/en/me/m01/d01/ve/w/apolytikion1.pdf
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Children's Corner
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