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Project Proposal Form 

Name of library/archives: Frances Loeb Library 

School/Unit: Graduate School of Design 

Location/address: Gund Hall 

Project sponsor/library or unit director: Ann Whiteside, Director and Assistant Dean of 
Information Services 

Project supervisor(s): Michelle Baildon, Collections Strategy Team Lead 

Contact information for further information or questions: 

Brief background/description of library/archives: 

mbaildon@gsd.harvard.edu 

The Frances Loeb Library supports research and study in design fields. Current 
collection strengths include 20th- and 21st-century architecture, city and regional 
planning, urban design, and landscape design. The library’s collections are growing 
across disciplines to support additional and emerging areas of study and research, 
including environment, materials, design computation, and social equity. General and 
special collections include print and digital materials, rare books and archival 
collections, visual resources, materials samples, and statistical and GIS data. 
Anticipated outcomes/final product: 

The objectives of the project are: (1) to build a new zine collection for the Frances Loeb 
Library (including title selection, identification of distributors and vendors, and 
developing collection guidelines); and (2) to develop a proposal for a program of 
zine-making workshops. 

Project description: (Please submit a separate form for each project proposed) 

The aims of the project are two-fold. The first is to jump-start the Frances Loeb Library’s 
efforts in zine* collecting. The fellow will identify up to 250 titles to add to both general 
(circulating) and special collections. Zines selected for the collection could relate to any 
area of research and study at the GSD, including: urban studies and culture; landscape 
and ecology; architecture; energy and environment; design engineering; geography; 
robotics and computation; housing and the built environment; and race, gender, and 
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(Project description continued from page 1:) 

design. In coordination with the Collections Strategy Team Lead, the fellow will engage 
with members of the GSD community to understand collection interest and need. An 
important and growing emphasis of Frances Loeb Library collections is the inclusion of 
diverse and under-represented perspectives. Of special interest would be titles relevant 
to the work of the African American Design Nexus: https://aadn.gsd.harvard.edu/. 

Through the process of selecting zines, the fellow will identify channels to purchase 
zines through distributors (distros), local bookstores, and regional zine fests. In 
collaboration with the Collections Strategy Team Lead, the fellow will develop collection 
guidelines for zine acquisition. 

The second aim of the project is to propose a zine-making workshop program run by 
the Frances Loeb Library, in the spirit of the GSD’s approach to learning through 
building and making. The library is a site for not only curating and dissemination, but 
also creating knowledge. Zine-making workshops will offer the opportunity for 
participants to contribute their work to library collections, and for the library to steward 
and make accessible a more complete range of perspectives, stories, and experiences. 

* “A z ine, short for fanzine or magazine, is a DIY subculture self-publication, usually 
made on paper and reproduced with a photocopier or printer. Zine creators are often 
motivated by a desire to share knowledge or experience with people in marginalized or 
otherwise less-empowered communities.” From “Zine Basics,” Barnard College Zine 
Library: https://zines.barnard.edu/zine-basics.
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