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Syllabus 
 
This is an economics course with no pre-requisites. Consequently it should be considered 
introductory, however it offers a wide-ranging overview of personal finance and the role 
financial assets can play in achieving personal financial goals. This course won’t make 
you a millionaire, nor will it prepare you for a career as a hedge-fund manager. But it 
should increase your understanding of how financial markets work, and how to use 
financial assets as part of a life-long financial strategy. You can better understand and 
control your personal financial situation by learning the tools of economics, incorporating 
knowledge of human behavior, and becoming familiar with financial markets and assets. 

 
Textbook 
There is no textbook for this course, as there really isn’t one written covering the topics 
with an economics emphasis. If you want a book, or just like reading them, then I 
recommend you find and buy one of the many paperbacks available in the popular press. 
Among these books are Andrew Tobias's "The Only Investment Guide You'll Ever Need" 
and Peter Lynch's "One Up on Wall Street." 
 
There’s a list of good investment books to read on the Smartasset website: 
https://smartasset.com/investing/best-investing-books. 
All course content is available on my website PhilipGanderton.com. You can access it 
any time, and read the current topic, review previous topics, or read ahead. 
 
Grading 
There are 1000+ points available. Maximum points are earned as follows: 
 100: Quizzes 
 200: Homework 
 200: Participation/Discussion  
 200: Stock Market Game 
 300: Final 
Grades will be assigned according to the following rule: a score of 980/1000 or higher 
gives you an A+, score 925-979 and earn an A, 875-924 earn an A-, and so on, going 
down 50 points to the next grade. 
 
Quiz, Homework and Discussion scores will accrue throughout the semester based on 
scoring your work with the following rules: 
 
Quizzes (100 points total) 



There are 13 quizzes. Each has four multiple choice questions worth 2 points each. You 
can take the quiz two times and your score will be determined by the best attempt you 
make (this is the highest of the two attempts, if taken.) Your highest 12 scores will be 
summed, with +4 points for completing all the quizzes. 
 
Homework (200 points total) 
Each homework assignment will be graded as follows: 
0 No homework submitted, no evidence of any effort in submission 
5, Shows little effort to research sources, minimal response to question posed 
10, Shows some effort, sources not identified 
15, Shows minimal analysis beyond source material, sources referenced 
20, Shows thoughtful analysis and reflection on researched material. Referenced. 
 
There are 7 homeworks, scored to 25 points max each. Get an extra 25 points for 
submitting all 7 homeworks on time. Late homeworks will be given half-points and you 
will lose the bonus for completing all of them on time. 
 
Discussion group participation (200 points total) 
Points are awarded for content and timeliness for a total of 16 points per discussion.  
Points for content: 
0, no posts to discussion topic 
4, one rudimentary post (“I agree with you.”) 
8, one substantive post—original or responsive—that furthers the discussion. 
12, more than one substantive post on topic. 
Points for timeliness, added to content points: 
4, points for first post by Thursday midnight. 
For the 13 online discussions, the highest 12 are scored at 16 points max each, +8 points 
for participating in all discussions. 
 
A note on Discussion boards: Discussion groups or boards form an integral part of the 
course. Research shows that active learning is enhanced through student interaction—
particularly students with each other. The mechanism for doing this is participating in 
discussions. Your participation will be monitored and scored. You are not limited to 140 
characters. 
 
Final Exam (300 points)  
The Final exam consists of 20 multiple choice questions taken directly from the quizzes.  
In addition, there will be two essays for you to write, taken verbatim from the four essays 
I will provide you five (5) days before the exam. It will be easier to pre-write your essays 
and cut and paste them into the Learn exam, than try to write the essays directly into 
Learn. You will have two (2) days to take the final. Once you start it, you have two hours 
to complete it—which is more than enough time. 
 
 
 
 



Late submissions: If you miss a quiz or homework, you can submit it after the due date 
for half-points. The course TA will publish deadlines for late submissions toward the end 
of the semester. There are no points for late posts to discussion topics, as once the topic is 
over we have all moved on to discussing the next topic. Similarly, you will have a 
window of time to take the final exam, so you cannot reschedule it. But there are 
opportunities to increase your class score. For example, you can earn extra points for 
completing the course evaluation, and you can earn more than 200 points in the stock 
market game. 
 
The Stock Market Game: 
You must play the Marketwatch.com stock market game. You must enroll in order to 
access the game: 
1. Go to {	HYPERLINK	"http://www.marketwatch.com/"	} 
2. In the header at top right you will see a button to SignUp. 
3. Click on the Signup button and follow the instructions. It is safe and won’t ask you for 
a credit card, and won’t generate any junk mail. Use your real name, as if you use some 
other name I cannot track your performance in the game and you will not receive a grade 
for the game. 
4. Once you are registered you can simply click the Log In button when you visit the 
Marketwatch website. 
5. You will get a confirmation email from Dow Jones to complete your registration. (It 
might go to your junk folder.) Follow the instructions. 
6. After you complete the registration, go to the home page. 
8. Once logged in the header will show your name at the top right next to the Search 
field. Click on your name and choose Games 
9. Click on Find a Game 
10. Enter UNMEcon212S18 (it will automatically find all games for UNMEcon as an 
autofill) and you should see the class game. 
11. To join either game enter the password: Econ212S18. 
 
Communications 
The best way to contact me is via my UNM email: gandini@unm.edu 
I have an office phone, but may not answer it as I attend a lot of meetings: 277-3186 
You can also email me through the discussion board associated with this course. 
 
Policies 
Conduct I refer you to the Pathfinder-UNM Student Handbook for all applicable and 
relevant policies. In particular I wish to stress respectful conduct and academic honesty. I 
truly believe these contribute to the pursuit of academic and intellectual inquiry, 
knowledge and understanding. 
 
Access You should contact me via email, or try the phone during business hours. I have 
an office at UNM, so you can make an appointment to see me in person. I work from 8 to 
5 M to F. There is a student teaching assistant assigned to this course. 
 



Timeliness Each new topic begins at midnight Sunday, and each topic ends on midnight 
four days later. 
 
Privacy and UNM Learn Tracking Notice  UNM Learn or the course web site 
automatically records all students’ activities, including the dates and times of your first 
and last access to the course, the pages you have accessed, the number of discussion 
messages you have read and sent, discussion text, and posted discussion topics. The 
instructor can access these data to evaluate class participation and to identify students 
having difficulty using UNM Learn features. In order for us to feel safe sharing our 
perspectives and experiences, there must always be a sense of respect, safety and trust. 
Any student found abusing this privilege may face academic disciplinary action. 
 
Finally… 
 
I have the following expectations.  
I expect you will: 
1. Participate in the discussions and active learning opportunities 
2. Play the stock market game 
3. Follow all applicable rules regarding academic honesty and student conduct 
4. Treat your fellow students with respect, 
and by doing so,  
I hope you will: 
5. Learn some fundamental economics 
6. Remember some information about financial asset markets and how they work 
7. Become more critical readers of stories and news in the media 
8. Become better decision makers in your financial lives. 
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