
● These standards are specifically for New York State, however, you can swap out these and add 
your own. 

● Pear Deck is not required for this lesson. It’s a great add-on, but it’s not necessary. You can use 
the questions in class as conversation starters, or you can have the students answer the same 
questions in an exit ticket. I’ve only included questions related to the free version of Pear Deck 
within the slideshow. You will need to add in the actual Pear Deck Links to your Pear Deck 
account. You can use the free Pear Deck add-on with Google Slides to add the links. If you don’t 
want to use Pear Deck, but do want to use this lesson for Digital Learning - see page 3.

Supporting 
Question

● What is the role of each of the three branches of government?
● How does check and balances work to maintain a balance of power 

within our government?  

Formative 
Performance Task

● Students and the teacher will read through presentation (with Pear 
Deck, this can be student-paced process, or the teacher can lead the 
students through the presentation.  

Conceptual 
Understanding

7.5 THE CONSTITUTION IN PRACTICE: The United States Constitution 
serves as the foundation of the United States government and outlines the 
rights of citizens. The Constitution is considered a living document that 
can respond to political and social changes. The New York State 
Constitution also has been changed over time.

Content 
Specifications

7.5b The Constitution established three branches of government as well as 
a system of checks and balances that guides the relationship between the 
branches. Individual rights of citizens are addressed in the Bill of Rights.
7.5b.1 - Students will compare and contrast the powers granted to 
Congress, the president, and the Supreme Court by the Constitution.
7.5b.2 -  Students will examine how checks and balances work by tracing 
how a bill becomes a law.

Sources Student Sources:
● Each student should have a copy of the handout and the exit ticket 

(if not using Pear Deck)
● Link to Google Slides version of handout
● Link to Google Slides version of Branches Presentation and Checks 

and Balances Presentation 
● Link to Google Slides Exit Ticket

Social Studies 
Practices

Comparison and Contextualization

Important notes for this lesson...

This lesson teaches about the three branches of the U.S. federal government. and the Pear Deck 
questions embedded within the lesson check for student understanding immediately. I find this 
particularly important when explaining Check & Balances. Students struggle to understand how the 
three branches interact with each other. Within this lesson, teachers can present scenarios 
pertaining to check and balances, and check immediately to see if students understand the lesson 
being taught.  

N
YS

 S
o

ci
al

 S
tu

di
es

 S
ta

nd
ar

ds

https://www.peardeck.com/


● The teacher and/or students can read through the text on each slide. Prompt students to 
answer each question, and then check student answers as they are answering through 
Pear Deck. This is a two-day lesson in my classroom. The first day, the students work in 
pairs to answer the questions relating to the branches and on the second day we discuss 
checks and balances as a full class. 

● If you haven’t used Pear Deck, assign the exit ticket for homework. 

Class Procedure...

● Print and copy pages for students.
● Make a copy of the slide show, add it to your Google Drive,  and click through to preview the 

lesson. Insert Pear Deck links on all the question based slides. 

Before Class...

A Quick Pear 
Deck Tutorial

● Visit peardeck.com and set up your own account. If you have a Google account for your 
school, you can also add your students through Google Classroom. 

● Get the Pear Deck add-on for your Google Slides account. You will then need to add Pear Deck 
Question links. It’s really easy. Just click Add-ons, then Pear Deck, and then you will see all 
the types of questions you can add to the presentation. There are some features that are only 
available through the Premium version, but most are available for free. 

● You can launch the presentation to your projector easily from Google Slides by clicking 
Add-ons, then Pear Deck, and then Present with Pear Deck. The application will then provide a 
code for your students to join the session. If you plan on using Pear Deck more than once, I 
also suggest hanging a few signs around the classroom that remind students that the website 
is joinpd.com. Otherwise, you’ll find yourself repeating the website - a lot. 

● If possible, have a second computer, tablet or laptop where you can access the teacher 
dashboard through peardeck.com and view the student answers. To view student answers, just 
click on the slide they should be answering and the answers with their names will show on 
your personal computer. If you click show student answers from the actual projector, student 
names will not show. 

● Students will quickly get the hang of Pear Deck (mine understood the program by the end of 
the first class), and you will also. Have fun!

Pear Deck is a web-based program that allows the 
teacher to ask students questions through a 
presentation, view their answers on the teacher’s 
computer and then quickly give formative 
feedback to students as they work. In order to 
utilize Pear Deck in classroom, teachers will need 
to do the following.

One of my favorite parts about Pear Deck is the instantaneous feedback. If you check 
student answers as students are working, there’s no need to review those answers at the end 
of class. You can correct students individually, and you’re all set to move onto the next topic. 
It’s incredibly convenient. 



● You can assign this lesson in Google Classroom without using Pear Deck. If you would prefer 
this alternative, just add in text boxes to each slide that asks a question. Then, students will 
provide their answers on the slide and you can check their answers from Google Classroom 
instead. (To do this quickly, just make one text box, and then copy and paste the text box on all 
of the remaining slides. 

● NOTE: In this case, I do not assign the Exit Ticket. Students are doing more work up front 
independently, so I don’t find it necessary. 

For Digital Learning without Pear Deck

ASSIGNING THE LESSON - You can assign 
the presentation in Google Classroom 
(Classwork - Create)  and then click make a 
copy for every student. This way, students will 
each have their own lesson to work through, 
and their own text boxes to complete. Just 
make sure you pick “make a copy for each 
student.”


