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LOCKDOWN 2020 WELCOME

In 2017, we set up  
@NHS1000Musicians 
to celebrate #OurNHS. 
While those who work for 
it, from doctors and nurses 
to cleaners and admin, 
and other keyworkers 
are keeping the country 
going, we are all staying in 
as instructed with music, 
literature, film and art 
bringing us comfort.  
We decided to ask some 
of our favourite musicians 
who took part in the initial 
campaign what’s getting 
them through lockdown. 
Then we made this little 
fanzine. Stay safe.

02 03

Written, designed and produced indoors  
by Lois Wilson and Lance Hill 
April 2020. SAFE&SOUND
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LOCKDOWN LISTENING TimBurgess THE CHARLATANS

TimBurgess 
THE CHARLATANS 

06 07

Since the beginning of 
lockdown The Charlatans 
frontman and solo singer 
Tim Burgess has come to 
our rescue with his nightly 
#TimsTwitterListeningParty. 
It’s a brilliant concept: at a set 
time, Tim puts on an album 
and invites fans to do the 
same and then the musicians 
involved, Tim and fans live-
tweet as they listen. 

“I started it nine or ten years ago,” 
Tim says on the phone from his 
home in Norfolk. “It wasn’t a regular 
thing to begin with but I’d return 
to it every few years. I’d live-tweet 
through Charlatans albums and my 
solo albums and then when lockdown 
began I just thought it might help 
people, not like all the incredible 
doctors and nurses out there  
are helping people, but in terms  
of making them feel good for a  
few hours.  

“I’ve done over 100 now and every 
night we seem to be getting more 
and more people involved and from 
around the world too. The connection 
is the important thing both with music 
and each other. So many people say 
they don’t have time to play a record 
and now suddenly they have all the 
time to sit down and do just that and 
that’s a beautiful thing. People even 
set alarms to remind them of when 
they are on and that’s an amazing 
feeling to know it means so much 
to them. And it’s like a personal 
‘In Conversation With’, you get 
45 minutes with Roddy Frame, 45 
minutes with Paul Weller, 45 minutes 
with Kevin Rowland. 

“It’s like a full time occupation now. 
I spend a lot of time preparing for 
each one but I know that people can 
worry and fret when they are on their 
own and knowing that people are out 
there listening at the same time brings 
a sense of community. It’s a bit like 
Schrödinger’s cat, but with records.”

So many people say 
they don’t have time 
to play a record and 
now suddenly they 
have all the time to... 
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Dexys Midnight Runners
Too Rye Ay
Mercury, 1982
Second album from Kevin Rowland 
and co.
“Those euphoric violins and choruses 
are unbelievable.” 

Robert Lester Fulsom
Music And Dreams
Mexican Summer, 2010
1978 privately pressed solo debut 
from the singer songwriter.
“It’s like a friend and it’s like a cross 
between Todd Rundgren and Steely 
Dan with elements of the late Byrds. 
Just all these gorgeous songs.”

Southern Death Cult
The Southern Death Cult
Beggars Banquet, 1983
Compilation of outtakes, demos  
and live recordings. 
“The Charlatans and The Cult shared 
a label and they invited us to do our 
first gigs in the States and Ian met us 
off the plane and this album really 
strikes a chord with me.” 

Julia Holter
Aviary
Domino, 2018
Fifth outing from the LA musician.
“I was obsessed with this before 
lockdown and I still am.”

The Modern Lovers
The Modern Lovers
Beserkley, 1976
Debut from Jonathan Richman outfit.
“Ernie [Brooks, bassist] played on 
Same Language, Different Worlds 
[Tim’s 2016 collaboration with Peter 
Gordon] and said he hated the 
record because to him it was never 
finished. But it’s one of the most 
important records ever made. Just 
amazing.”



JamesSkelly
THE CORAL

LOCKDOWNSONG
Bob Dylan 
Murder Most Foul
Columbia, 2020
First new song in eight years. 
“This has blown me away. One of 
his greatest moments in my opinion 
and that’s saying something for the 
greatest songwriter of all time.” 

LOCKDOWNALBUM
The Kinks
The Kinks Are The Village Green  
Preservation Society
Pye, 1968
Albion through a rose tinted lens.
“This is in my Top 10 albums anyway 
but it’s great to escape into this world 
when reality gets a bit much.” 

LOCKDOWNBOOK
T.S Eliot
The Wasteland And Other Poems
Digireads.com, 2016
Benchmark in 20th Century  
modernist poetry. 
“I have to read the first paragraph of 
The Love Song Of J. Alfred Prufrock 
everyday just to make sure I haven’t 
dreamed it because it seems too 
perfect to be real.” 

LOCKDOWNTVSHOW
Ozark Series 3
Netflix, 2020
US crime drama starring Jason 
Bateman and Laura Linney. 
“I’m on Series 3 now. It’s a brilliant 
show. When each episode ends  
I want to watch the next one  
straight away.”

LOCKDOWNFILM
Hellboy
Lionsgate, 2019
Neil Marshall directed film based on 
the Dark Horse Comics character. 
“It’s completely ridiculous and it 
knows it. I can relate to that.” 

MY LIFE IN LOCKDOWN JamesSkelly THE CORAL

I have to read the 
first paragraph of  
The Love Song Of  
J. Alfred Prufrock 
everyday...
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PaulMolloy 
FionaSkelly 
THE CORAL
THE SUNDOWNERS 

The Millennium 
Begin 
Columbia, 1968
Sole outing from  
Curt Boettcher’s band.
“We only discovered this recently. 
It’s got that kind of Association vibe 
which we love and then it can veer 
into The Notorious Byrd Brothers-era 
Byrds in parts too. The Island is such  
a haunting tune and The Know It All  
is great.” 

Amanaz 
Africa
Zambia Music Parlour, 1975
Malachite Film Studios recording  
from Zamrock band founded in 
Kitwe, Zambia.
“This album is like an African Velvet 
Underground with Jimi Hendrix on 
guitar. Our favourite tracks are  
Khala My Friend, Sunday Morning 
and Africa.”

Elia Y Elizabeth
Elia Y Elizabeth
Zelda, 1973
‘Latin Merseybeat’ from  
Colombian siblings.
“We discovered this through Narcos, 
the Netflix series. It’s got great 
arrangements and vocals and is 
almost like Latin Merseybeat in parts.” 

Margo Guryan
Take A Picture
Bell Records, 1968
Baroque pop from Queens songwriter 
turned singer.
“Margo Guryan also has wonderful 
arrangements and vocals. Love 
Songs has a beautiful melody and 
chord changes.” 

The Isley Brothers
It’s Our Thing
T-Neck, 1969
Liberating soul funk from former 
Motown outfit.
“The Isleys’ album has been a 
favourite for a while but has been 
on a lot recently to cheer us up in 
the isolation! It’s just such a groovin’ 
soulful album.” 

Paul Molloy’s  
The Fifth Dandelion  
is out later this year.

12 13



PEOPLE POWERED #OURNHS
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P R E S E N T S
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MICHAEL HEAD
HOOTON TENNIS CLUB
KATHRYN WILLIAMS
STEVE PILGRIM
EDGAR JONES

O2 ACADEMY
LIVERPOOL
JUNE 10th 2017

#OurNHS

£20
Plus Booking Fee

Tickets available at
o2academyliverpool.co.uk

with very special guest JAMES SKELLY

PEOPLE POWERED
WE DID THIS IN 
2017.  
 JohnJohnson
WAS THERE.
#OURNHS

John Johnson lives in Liverpool.  
His photos have appeared  
in Bido Lito!, The Guardian, MOJO, 
Uncut and NME.
johnjohnson-photography.com

Edgar Jones

Kathryn Williams

Steve Pilgrim

James Skelly Michael Head
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MY LIFE IN LOCKDOWN RobertWyatt LEGEND

SOFT PLAY 
RobertWyatt
UNLOCKS HIS 
WORLD.

There are things 
I don’t miss in 
Lockdown. Like 
shaking people’s 
hands. I can’t 
imagine Miles Davis 
ever doing that...

“There are things I don’t 
miss in Lockdown. Like 
shaking people’s hands. I 
can’t imagine Miles Davis ever 
doing that and indeed there 
are things I quite like about 
all this. The quiet of humans 
makes a space for the birds 
to chatter without having to 
shout at each other. Well, I 
made that up, but it’s a nice 
thought though.

“I have just been watering our back 
garden. It’s a bit of a jungle, but with 
a fine old apple tree in blossom and 
a Medlar, planted by Alfie, a proper 
sized tree now, so that’s how long we 
have been here. Gulp.

“I’ve been watching a lot of RT 
(Russia Today of course) particularly 
their documentaries. The interviewers 
and programme presenters are 
on the whole politer and better 
informed than our Anglo American 
equivalents. Likewise, Al Jazeera. 
Actually, Al Jazeera’s my favourite 
channel these days. There’s a great 
chat show called The Stream and 
really well made documentaries about 
people around the world. Curiosity 
and empathy. I am quite surprised at 
how good a channel that has become.

“In terms of music, Lebanese 
singer Julia Boutros has become my 
favourite. I even like it when she just 
talks. The music of her voice and 
her audiences are so enthusiastic, 
they know every word. It warms the 
cockles of me whatsit. Some people 
might find her a bit grandiose, but 
she’s become a sort of Lebanese  
Vera Lynn.”
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Jarvis Cocker

Kate Rusby

Kate Tempest

Elbow

Jerry Dammers Kevin Rowland

John Power

Gaps Hendrickson Pauline Black Rhoda Dakar Ghostpoet Denise Johnson



LOCKDOWN LISTENING RobertWyatt

Charles Mingus
Pithecanthropus Erectus
Atlantic, 1956
A modern jazz landmark. Jackie 
McLean on alto sax.
“This takes your ears on a great 
adventure. It’s a breakthrough 
recording.”

Duke Ellington 
At Newport
Columbia, 1956
Revolutionary big band performance 
that resurrected Ellington’s career.
“A great live atmosphere. Every 
member of the band is a distinct, 
unique character.”

Ray Charles And Betty Carter
Ray Charles And Betty Carter 
ABC, 1961
Soul and jazz greats tackle the 
American songbook.
“I love duets and these songs bring 
out such human warmth between 
the pair.”

Sly And The Family Stone
Stand
Epic, 1969
Seminal conscience soul and  
lysergic funk.
“Such humour, blindingly inventive, 
beyond categorisation.”

Art Blakey And The Jazz 
Messengers 
Moanin’ 
Blue Note, 1958
Career best hard bop classic.
“Trumpeter Lee Morgan’s bluesy fire 
still knocks me out.”

The quiet of humans 
makes a space for 
the birds to chatter 
without having to 
shout at each other.
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MY LIFE IN LOCKDOWN KathrynWilliams

KathrynWilliams
SONGS FROM  
A ROOM

“I am enjoying the slowing 
down and appreciating what 
and who is around me. I have 
been connecting with my kids’ 
music and learning from them 
as well as taking solace and 
peace from dancing. I learned 
my mum and dad’s favourite 
song, Dr Hook’s Sylvia’s 
Mother, and FaceTimed them 
with it as a surprise. They 
sang along and were dancing 
and so happy and I have to 
say it was one of the most 
beautiful things I’ve ever seen.

“The NHS is our most precious 
treasure in this country. I can’t 
give enough praise to everyone 
on the frontline working selflessly 
and generously in this crazy time. I 
hope when this is all over the NHS, 
shop workers, refuse collectors, 
teachers, cleaners, delivery drivers, 
post workers etc are respected and 
appreciated as much as they are now. 
I hope when the big pause of 2020 
ends the kindness stays.

“Suffice to say in our house we 
have been listening to an eclectic mix 
because that’s what isolation is –  
a big soup of what everyone wants. 
My choices for joy and sunshine are 
Miriam Makeba, the kids’ Sunshine  
by Bob Marley, the husband’s 
Sunshine by The Beach Boys. For 
peaceful and mellow I’ve been playing 
Joni Mitchell’s Blue. New discoveries 
include 17 by XXXTentacion from 
my 14 year old, also Jill Lorean on 
bandcamp, Kathryn Joseph and 
Yorkston Thorne Khan, who are 
James Yorkston, Jon Thorne and 
Suhail Yusuf Khan.

“I’ve also been revisiting Leonard 
Cohen’s Songs From A Room, the 
Velvet Underground’s [self titled] third 
album, Paul Simon’s The Paul Simon 
Songbook, Devon Sproule’s The Gold 
String and Gillian Welch’s Time The 
Revelator.”

The NHS is our most 
precious treasure in 
this country...
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MY LIFE IN LOCKDOWN ChrisyJones

ChrisyJones
SUNSTACK JONES

...the dreaded 
lockdown...

LOCKDOWNALBUMS
L’Epee
Diabolique
A Recordings, 2019
Debut from supergroup of sorts 
featuring Anton Newcombe.
“Scuzzy tunes, dirty guitars, French 
lady vocals, the sleeve - love it.”

A Tribe Called Quest 
The Low End Theory
Jive Records, 1991
Jazz plus hip hop equals genius.
“Just absofuckinglutely amazing.” 

Say Sue Me 
Where We Were Together
Damnably, 2018
Second outing from South Korean 
garage rockers. 
“I think this was the first recent 
purchase that arrived during the 
dreaded lockdown and it’s great. 
Jingles, jangles, hooks and smarts.” 

Miranda Lee Richards
Echoes Of The Dreamtime
Invisible Hands Music, 2016
Sun dappled Laurel Canyon folk from 
BJM collaborator. 
“A friend (‘Hi Dave’) clued me up to 
this the other week and it’s beautiful. 
The track First Light Of Winter… 
Jesus.” 

LOCKDOWNBOOK
Up-Tight:  
The Velvet Underground Story
Victor Bockris & Gerard Malanga
Omnibus, 1983
Oral and visual history of the  
New York outfit.
“Loads of interviews with the band 
and all the people around them at 
the time. It’s nice to hear what went 
down in their own words. The timeline 
of events boggles the mind. I’m also 
enjoying the 1969 live album at the 
same time, the one with the fucking 
atrocious skirty-bottom sleeve.”
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SisterCookie
RECIPES FOR 
RELAXATION

“I’ve been reading Cleo 
Laine’s You Can Sing If You 
Want To and Pearl’s Kitchen: 
An Extraordinary Cookbook 
by Pearl Bailey. 

“Both make you feel like you’re 
in the same room as these amazing 
women listening to them talk about 
their lives. There’s something really 
comforting about that. Maybe it 
reminds me that no matter who you 
are, we all go through good and 
bad times. At a time like this, where 
this pandemic is affecting literally 
everyone in one way or another, that 
feels quite relevant. 

“I’ve also been revisiting some of my 
favourite films from my childhood. I’ve 
loved Return To Oz since I was seven 
or eight and I hadn’t watched it for 
some time. It’s full of twisted, surreal, 
dilapidated beauty as Dorothy and 
her lovable band of misfits undergo 
many trials and tribulations to restore 
the Emerald City and reinstate The 
Scarecrow as its rightful king. Unlike 
the 1939 film starring Judy Garland, 
all the bright colours and glittering 
jewels and happy faces don’t appear 
until right at the end. Somehow, it 
seems even more beautiful that way. 

“I’ve been listening to Louis 
Armstrong’s Louis And The Good 
Book. It’s a collection of spirituals 
and is full of joy and sorrow in equal 
measure. The sleevenotes read,  
“A jazzman performing spirituals? 
In a sense, that is what he has been 
doing all along” and it’s true. Hearing 
a maestro get back to basics feels 
amazing. Also A Wondrous Place 
by Jimmy Jones. I really love Billy 
Fury a lot but I think this version is 
absolutely mesmerising. His vocal is 
otherworldly. The whole thing just 
sounds like an actual dream. 
“Then there’s Langston Hughes’  
The Weary Blues. He has words 
for just about every feeling I think 
anyone has ever felt. To hear him 
accompanied by a band of  
jazz heavyweights is truly a  
beautiful thing.”

No matter who  
you are, we all  
go through good  
and bad times.
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BenAyres
CORNERSHOP

People Get Ready 
stuns me with its 
beauty and power 
every time...
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Yellowman
Mister Yellowman 
Greensleeves, 1982
Landmark dancehall with  
Junjo Lawes. 

“This album featuring both Yellowman 
and his great sidekick Fathead has 
been a constant source of wonder 
and has lifted spirits since the late ‘80s 
onwards for both Tjinder [Singh] and 
me. Tjinder first introduced me to it 
and it’s so amazingly upbeat and  
the sleeve itself is a majestic work of 
art too.”

Van Morrison 
Astral Weeks
Warner Bros., 1968
Extraordinary song cycle drawing on 
blues, folk and jazz.
“This is a great album for hard times. 
It tunes into any melancholy or 
worse feelings and takes you on a 
journey that’s uplifting without being 
annoying or crass. It’s like it’s with you. 
I get the feeling that Van wasn’t that 
happy when he made it and that it 
led him exploratory-like to a higher 
plane. It’s one of the only albums I 
can repeatedly listen to if  
I am feeling down.”

Love
Forever Changes
Elektra, 1967
Third from LA psych rockers.  
A genuine masterpiece.
“I used to use this album to 
decompress after tours and it always 
helped so much. There are so many 
moments in this record that are just 
breathtakingly perfect, and the 
thing I find astonishing is I never tire 
of it, as if it’s built to constantly be 
intriguing. It’s got such unusual and 
brave production too with the jumps 
in volume with certain solos. There’s 
nothing like it.”

Curtis Mayfield
Curtis!/Live
Curtom, 1971
One of the best performance  
albums ever.
“I’ve loved Curtis Mayfield’s music 
since a friend made me a cassette 
compilation of the best Impressions 
tracks when I was a teenager. Later 
I discovered this album which is 
incredibly funky, in the best possible 
way, and political at the same time, 
which is not an easy thing to achieve. 
The percussionist alone deserves  
a medal and People Get Ready  
stuns me with its beauty and power 
every time.”

Jonathan Richman And The 
Modern Lovers 
Rockin’ & Romance
Rough Trade Records, 1985
Peak of his Eighties work.
“A very special record for me. I love 
the melodies and imagery with 
their nod towards ’50s/early ’60s 
songwriting sensibilities and I think 
Jonathan tuned into the beautiful 
simplicity and effectiveness of that 
era’s music perfectly. And hearing 
I’m Just Beginning To Live aged 
17 was just the best and great 
encouragement to me. I’d like to 
personally thank everyone involved in 
the making of this record.”
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PeterHooton
THE FARM

The class-ridden 
society of Britain  
in the early  
20th Century  
has changed  
very little... 
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“I’ve really got into 
Blossoms’ Foolish Loving 
Spaces since the lockdown.  
I listen to it on my daily walks. 
It’s so refreshing to hear and 
James Skelly has done a 
superb job [on production]. 
It’s a pop masterclass. My 
mate Davo has also been 
sending me Spotify playlists 
which are great. They have 
such an eclectic mix of 
classics and some stuff I’ve 
never heard before.

“I’ve just started reading Beastie 
Boys Book by Michael Diamond and 
Adam Horovitz. It’s brilliant to read 
the experiences of the band and it’s 
anarchic, funny and full of surprises. 
I’m also re-reading To End All Wars 
by Adam Hochschild. It’s about the 
First World War and the story of 
loyalty and rebellion. Even though 
it is about proceedings over a 100 
years ago it is so relevant to what is 
going on now during the coronavirus 
crisis. In 1914 the British Army was 
dominated by old Etonians and public 
school boys all jockeying for influence 
and position. 

“Over half of the officer corp in  
the British Expeditionary force sent  
to France in 1914 went to public 
schools and treated the hoi polloi  
with contempt. The Sandhurst 
graduates like General Haig were 
particularly indifferent to the Pals 
Brigades/volunteers and the parallels 
leap out from the pages. The cannon 
fodder sent over the top at the 
Somme are the frontline workers of 
modern day Britain. The class-ridden 
society of Britain in the early 20th 
Century has changed very little in 
those 100 years.   

“I’ve been watching Ozark 
religiously since the lockdown and 
it’s been superb. So many wonderful 
characters, implausible twists so you 
have no idea what is coming next  
plus the script and the music are  
both brilliant.”
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JoweHead
SINGER, GUITARIST 
AND VISUAL ARTIST

Oar by Skip Spence 
is blissful in the warm 
sun...
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“I’ve been listening to Safe As Milk 
by Captain Beefheart & The Magic 
Band, partly because I’ve been 
engrossed in John French’s book 
[Beefheart: Through The Eyes Of 
Magic], and all the bizarre stories 
about how they recorded those early 
albums. Also Saturnian Queen by 
June Tyson because she’s one of my 
favourite vocalists. She recorded these 
pieces with Sun Ra’s Arkestra. Oar 
by Skip Spence is blissful in the warm 
sun, taking the listener to an exotic 
‘outtasight’ place full of spaced-out 
people. I’m also reading Inherent Vice 
by Thomas Pynchon, which seems 
to evoke a similar space and time in 
seedy bohemian southern California 
during the late ’60s. Shleep is one of 
Robert Wyatt’s best, very quirky, but 
melodic and thought-provoking. He’s 
a very inspiring music-maker. I also 
love Two Suns by Bat For Lashes.  
It’s equally mysterious and emotionally 
affecting, sometimes spooky, 
sometimes kind of shamanic.”

Jowe was a member of the  
Swell Maps and TV Personalities  
and helmed bands including Palookas. 
He’s been using lockdown to paint.
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AlisonCotton
MarkNicholas
THE LEFT OUTSIDES

I’ve found some 
comfort in the 
familiar – records 
that bring back 
memories of life in 
more “normal” times. 
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Alison: “Bevis Frond aka Nick 
Saloman is one of our all time 
favourite musicians and North Circular 
is one of my favourite albums by him. 
We live in Walthamstow where Nick 
used to live and we’re taking our daily 
exercise in the marshes quite close to 
the North Circular at the moment. I’m 
a huge Nico fan and I usually alternate 
between listening to Desertshore, 
The Marble Index and The End more 
than anything else. I’ve found that 
during lockdown, I’ve listened to more 
records I’ve owned for years rather 
than new releases. Maybe I’ve found 
some comfort in the familiar – records 
that bring back memories of life in 
more “normal” times, but the dark, 
haunting beauty of Nico’s songs and 
John Cale’s incredible arrangements 
on Desertshore have definitely helped. 
The first two Roxy Music albums are 
amongst the very first records I ever 
bought and still, hardly a month goes 
by when I don’t listen to them. They 
are so ahead of their time and For 
Your Pleasure is a perfect blend of the 
avant-garde and pop - a difficult thing 
to achieve.”

Mark: “I’ve been listening to Little 
Common Twist, a collaboration 
between Chicago free jazz drummer 
Charles Rumback and folk jazz 
favourite Ryley Walker. It’s a night 
time record, full of atmosphere and 
experimentation where the drums  
and guitar intertwine in glorious 
harmony. Also Om’s Advaitic Songs 
which is heavy, mystical, sinister, 
sparse, and eastern. It’s a perfect 
soundtrack to an inner space voyage 
out of the present.”



DISCOGS/TheRebelliousJukebox

STAY SAFE.
STAY FREE.

If you are thinking of selling your vinyl
please email lance@therebelliousjukebox.com


