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INTRODUCTION 
 
Today I would like to preach a one off message addressing a particular problem that we 
face in the humanistic 21st century.  It is the problem of good without God, love without law.  
It is the problem of putting second things first, or making secondary thing the only things.  
We know that the bible teaches us that we are to love God with all we are, and to love our 
neighbour as ourselves.  Today we are seeing people promoting the love of self and the love 
of neighbour, but not the love of God.  For many this is the happy solution because 
according to the New Atheists, it is religion that is responsible for the larger part of human 
suffering.  It is seen as taking the best of what religion has to offer and putting away the 
worst.  It is seen as growing up because just as we outgrow the tooth fairy, the Easter 
Bunny and Santa Clause, the 21st century has outgrown God.  But so as not to seem 
unreasonable or ungrateful we will keep the golden rule.   
 
Today we are faced with many causes being promoted as social justice issues and human 
rights cases.  Many thing today are being done in the name of loving mankind.  Gender 
equality, with its attempt to consistently apply human rights to gender issues is an attempt 
to misdirected love, of love without law, of good without God.  Abortion, Euthanasia, no 
spanking, no fault divorce, and many other things are done in the name of upholding a 
person’s human rights.  It is done in the name of love.  Christians will view these acts as 
sinful, as having their source in sinful hearts who are rebelling against God who are under 
the influence of demonic spirits, and this is true.  But to say this without engaging the 
motives of the hearts involved will only result in alienation and us losing an opportunity to 
have a conversation that leads to a meaningful presentation of the gospel.     
 
This message is essential not only for those who do not follow Christ to challenge about the 
way they have cherry picked from the bible.  But this message is also essential for 
Christians. Many Christians have imbibed the man-centred approved religion of our age and 
need to be more discerning, but there is another group I want to target as well.  As 
Christians we can get very angry at the world and in fear, in anger, and frustration we point 
out the sins.  We can get quite nasty as we go on about how evil and wicked everyone is.  
And the bible does teach that we are all sinners.  But I am hoping to bring a more realistic 
appraisal of the thought and policies of our age.  If we appear to be haters who do not see 
the real problem in society and are merely seen to be pointing an accusing finger without 
any real understanding of what is driving the modern mind we will make voice irrelevant by 
confirming prejudices. 
 
So I want to take you through what Jesus taught and then map out what is wrong with our 
present mindset. 
 
What Jesus taught about loving man and loving God 
 
Our portion is Mark 12:28-31.  Jesus has been questioned by the Pharisees and Herodians 
about taxes; He has been questioned by the Sadducees about the resurrection which they 
denied, and now the Scribes have come to question Him about the law.  V28, ‘And one of 



the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he 
answered them well, asked him, "Which commandment is the most important of all?"’  ‘The 
Rabbinic tradition counted 613 commandments in the Torah, 365 prohibitions, and 248 
positive commands.  Among the commandments, rabbis differentiated between what they 
called ‘heavy’ and ‘light’ commandments.’1  Various answers have been noted in rabbinic 
teaching for example, a negative form of the golden rule, don’t do to others what you 
wouldn’t have them do to you.  Or Lev. 19:18, Love your neighbour as yourself.  Jesus is the 
first on record to have combined Loving God and neighbour as not only the greatest 
command, but as the summary of the law. 
 
Jesus gives His answer, v29-31, ‘Jesus answered, "The most important is, 'Hear, O Israel: 
The Lord our God, the Lord is one.30 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.'31 The second 
is this: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no other commandment greater 
than these."’  Let us make a few observations about what Jesus is doing here.  Firstly, He is 
answering the problem of His own age.  The tendency was to make second things first by 
overemphasizing ceremonial laws, racially oriented laws like circumcision, and man-made 
laws, making them more important than loving God and man.  Jesus gets to the heart of the 
problem by showing us that love fulfils the law, and uses the law in the right fashion.  
Where His generation had the tendency to overemphasize law to the exclusion of love, we 
have the tendency to overemphasize love to the exclusion of law.  They stand and fall 
together or you destroy both.  Love has no definition without law, and law has no heart 
without love.  Love has no boundaries without law, and law has no drive without love.   
 
Secondly, Jesus puts the love of God first, as the foundation, not the love of man.  He 
quotes the Shema which is a confessional statement from Deut. 6:4-5.  He emphasizes that 
our love to God is to be from every part, adding strength to the original list; and it is to be 
with all of every part, the word all is used four times.  If we love God, we will obey Him and 
His will towards others is summed up as love your neighbour.  True love to God always 
issues in loving our neighbour, the Pharisees false legalistic notion did not.       
 
Thirdly, He relates the neighbour command to the God command showing them to be 
inextricably bound.  Jesus says this, ‘there is no command (singular) greater than these 
(plural).’  Let’s think on how they are interrelated.  Both are commands to love; both are 
related to God either indirectly by loving someone made in His image, or loving God Himself; 
both are godly activities, for God is love and loves man, and we are made in His image and 
imitate Him.  Neighbour love is not abstracted from loving God but is intimately connected 
to it, it is a command from God, to use an ability we are created with by virtue of our being 
made in God’s image, to do with men who are God’s creation and made in His image, it is 
for the purposes of glorifying God by imitating Him, as well as mediating His own kindness 
to His creation making us conduits of His goodness to His creation.   
 
Compare this to the modern day motivation to love our neighbour.  Try and answer the 
question of why we ought to love one another.  If we answer because it is an instinct, but 
so are so many other things which we would call wrong, we need a better deeper 
explanation for our behaviour.  If we answer that it ultimately benefits us because then 
others will be nice to us, this reduces loving others to a selfish ploy to get what you want 
and violates our sense of love being essentially selfless.  If we answer that it is the activity 
that results in the highest good to the highest number of people and ensures survival and 
happiness.  This answer denies any real need for love apart from survival reducing it to a 
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self-deceiving survival tactic, and it opens the door to other utilitarian problems like what if 
the best thing for the survival of the greatest number is a war or genocide, or eugenics, we 
still have no basis for morality and virtue that is unchanging and will not one day turn and 
eat us to survive.  
 
The question that arises is this one: can we love man without loving God?  This is a difficult 
question to answer, but I think the answer is no.  We are made in God’s image, and God is 
love.  Therefore God is the one who defines what love looks like.  God’s own love is shaped 
by His holiness, and is informed by His self-glorifying purposes.  If we love with a love that 
is not holy and is not centred on the glory of God, we have not technically loved in a God-
imitating fashion.  And so our love will fail any definition defined by His essence.  We need 
this anchor to help us as we chart the seas of modern love.  Many things are done in the 
name of love.  Incest is done in the name of love, adultery, homosexuality, stalking, etc.  
These are radical examples that are obviously wrong but what about a parent sacrificing so 
that they can have a successful child, is this always loving or can it be tainted by fear, 
selfishness, envy, ambition and any other number of sins?  Can a parent love a child in such 
a way that their love can be destructive.  They can be over-protective, they can be 
interfering, hyper-critical, controlling, use emotional blackmail, etc, all in the name of love.  
To have love without God is a dangerous thing.   
 
C.S. Lewis in his book The Four Loves talks about the evils of love.  He uses the phrase, 
‘love made a god becomes a demon,’ talking about how our love can be taken over and 
made a terrible thing.  The love between friends can become a partnership in crime, the 
love between a man and woman can be adulterous, etc.  Love is not automatically morally 
right and a law to itself that it creates the right everywhere it appears.  Love is subject to 
law and fulfils the law.  Love is only truly love when it is done under God.  Otherwise all it is, 
is disguised selfishness.  Where Jesus was coming against the false notion of loving God 
without loving man, we come against the false notion of loving man without loving God.  
Both are impossible, Jesus teaches us the right way.                 
 
What is wrong with loving man without loving God   
 
To say that the world’s great problem is that of misdirected love, that they are loving man 
first and not God first can sound like we are soft pedalling the seriousness of their error.  Let 
me spend a little more time discussing the tragedy and the travesty caused by misdirected 
love.   
 
Another abuse of the second great commandment to love our neighbour as ourselves is to 
exalt the command to love yourself to a place where it agrees with the humanistic self-
esteem gospel of the modern psychology. There is a lot of talk today about human potential, 
and recognising your potential and being good to yourself and seeing yourself as great in 
order that you can be successful.  There is some truth to the fact that if we see ourselves in 
a negative light we will hamstring ourselves in all areas of life, and it is true that a positive 
encouraging view can help us achieve many things, but this is the lessor half of the whole 
truth that we need to see about ourselves.  Today we are encouraged to condone all we 
feel, and allow it to define us, whether it be sexual desires, or whatever.  We are told that 
we are the great hope for our own success and that all we need to do is believe in ourselves 
and draw on that inner potential that lies in the greatness of human nature.  This is a 
terrible and burdensome gospel. 
 
Let me explain.  Let us say that you want to do well at something like playing the drums or 
the guitar.  So you go on Youtube and you follow the tutoring videos, you quickly develop as 



every other generation has before you always building on the shoulders of others.  You may 
even rise to the point of producing your own channel and gaining thousands of subscribers.  
This would be pointed to as an illustration of what we can accomplish if we just try.  We 
must say that there is no magic substance called human potential that made this happen, 
there was God given desire and ability that was already there to be used, it was not created 
through willing it.  But all this can give us a false sense of our own ability, let me paint 
another picture which gets to the heart of our problem.  Imagine now a man of thirty who is 
married with children.  His marriage is in bad shape, he is always angry, he is lazy, his wife 
is always fighting with him, he is addicted to porn.  He has been to counselling he has tried 
various self-help techniques.  He hears the message that he just needs to believe in himself 
and reach into himself to draw on the resources that we all have inside and overcome.  He 
has tried and he can’t, and now he is suicidal.  The good news of the self-esteem gospel is 
in fact another works gospel where your work not Christ’s is the answer to your problems.  
And in the name of love, self-love, another soul is put under the yolk. 
 
The common malady of the human heart is to replace God with His creation.  We put 
ourselves in the place of God, our pleasures, our treasures, our other loves.  We commit the 
greatest crime in the universe by denying the infinitely worthy One His proper place in our 
lives.  He has made us, and all these things to enjoy for His glory, but instead we take His 
gifts and we turn them into gods, we self-harm as a result, we even destroy the gods we 
worship and we insult the One who is worthy of all praise as being unworthy of our love.  To 
have a case of misdirected love, to love man and not God is to commit the greatest sin 
because we are violating the greatest commandment.  If we are to love God with all we are 
and we give our love to another and not Him, there is no higher and more serious sin that 
we can commit.  On the outside the analysis of modern man’s main problem being that of 
misdirected love may not initially sound so bad, and even preferable to what they commonly 
think religion is.  But in truth, it is the highest sin we can do, and it is the most destructive 
thing we can do to ourselves, our society and the people we love.  No one can survive the 
pressure of being your god.   
 
Jesus came into the world to show the Father to us, to show us His love and His willingness 
to forgive, to show how worthy God is of our love and lives.  He died to pay for all the ways 
you have loved wrong, and to give you a chance to love right by loving God first.  And as 
Christians we now love because He loved us first, and He is worthy of all and more than we 
can give.  Perhaps you are here today and you realise that your loves have been destructive 
misdirected things.  How you have been an idolater who has been denying the greatest love 
all you are.  Then come today and humble yourself before God and ask for forgiveness.  It is 
free and it is offered, and He desires to restore you to a life of healthy love.                   


