
SESSION 7 – SMALL GROUP LEADER’S GUIDE 

Jesus Changes Everything (Easter Series) 

2 Corinthians 8:1-5 – Love in the Face of Loss 

 

Review of Sermon Notes 

Key Idea: We must be a church known by our  love and not by our limitations during this season. 
 

I. Entrust Your Life to God 
 

II. Identify Opportunities to Love 
 

NAME OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE 

  

  

  

  

 
III. Serve With Joyful Generosity 

 
“Ministry is showing the love of Christ to others by serving them with all that we have.” 
 
a. Thank those serving 
b. Confess sin 
c. Pray for those suffering 

i. Encourage hope in God 
ii. Describe Biblically 
iii. Pray for spiritual/relational health 
iv. Pray for relief 

d. Encourage through your presence 
e. Care for everyday needs 

i. “Safer at home” directive 
ii. Patience at grocery stores 
iii. Deliver groceries and medication 
iv. Write a letter or card – include artwork for fridge 
v. Buy gift cards from small businesses 
vi. Sign up for compassion ministry 
vii. Place God’s truth in front of your family 
viii. Walk dogs for health care providers 
ix. Host a video conference dinner (Zoom, Skype, FaceTime, Google Hangouts) 
x. Offer shelter to displaced students 
xi. Offer services online (tutoring, homeschool help, family worship) 

 
--- 

 

Open in Prayer 

Some thoughts and suggestions for your prayer time:  

• Pray for hearts of humility that are willing to submit to God's Word 



• Pray for hearts of compassion that sees the needs of those around us 

• Pray for hearts of joy as we serve our King, our families, and each other 

 

Time of Worship 

Spend time in musical worship. Some suggestions include:  

• O Church Arise 

• I Will Offer Up My Life 

• Build My Life 

• Blessings 

 

Community Building Discussion 

Ask the group either the following question: 

 

What has been most difficult about this season? 

 

Transition: Even as we consider the difficulties and loss that we’re experiencing this season, are we aware 

of the great riches and resources that we have in Christ? Pastor Tim reminded us on Sunday that “because 

of Christ’s love for us in the gospel, because he made himself nothing for our sake, we get to be rich (not 

with money), but with the riches of His love.” Because of that, no matter the difficulty of the situation we’re 

in, we’re able to live out our faith in sacrificial love and service for others. That’s what we will be focusing on 

for our study tonight. 

 

Key Idea: We must be a church known by our  love and not by our limitations during this season. 

 

Read the Text 

Have everyone turn to 2 Corinthians 8:1-5, and either take turns reading portions, or have someone in the group read 

it aloud. 

 

1 We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, 2 

for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of 

generosity on their part. 3 For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their 

own accord, 4 begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— 5 and this, not as we 

expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us. 

 

Suggested Order of Questions: 

• With the whole group: Word #1, #3; Worship #1 

• In smaller groups: Word #2; Worship #2, #3 

• In prayer groups: Worship #1; Work #2, #3, #4 

 

--- 

 

Word: How this truth should be understood 

1. What makes the generosity of the Macedonian churches so shocking?  



Answer 

The churches in Macedonia included churches like the Thessalonians, Philippians, and Bereans. Their 

generosity was so shocking because they were incredibly generous in spite of their extreme poverty. When 

Paul uses the words, “extreme poverty,” he was describing a condition lower than poor. They were in great 

financial need, similar to the church in Jerusalem, and they suffered great persecution for their faith. And 

yet, according to our passage, they begged the leaders “for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints” 

(v. 4). Despite their limitations, they joyfully sacrificed and “overflowed in a wealth of generosity” for the 

church and the Lord’s glory. 

 

2. According to v. 5, how is giving yourself to the Lord the foundation for loving others? 

 

Answer 

The foundation for loving others is found in God’s love for us in the gospel. Consider what we’ve been given 

in Christ: That thought He was rich—in heavenly glory, deity, and splendor as eternal God—yet for our sake 

He became poor—born in a manger, took on human flesh, suffered throughout His life as a servant, and 

took the punishment for all our sin on the cross (2 Cor. 8:9)—so that we’ve become rich with His unfailing 

love and this new life we’ve been given for eternity! 

 

When we know that we are loved unconditionally by Almighty God and have been freed from our greatest 

problem of sin because of the gospel, then we can entrust our lives to Him. When we fully give ourselves to 

the Lord, then we’re able to love others wholeheartedly and to sacrifice our time, energy, and resources for 

their good. 

 

3. How does the definition of ministry from the sermon inform, expand, or correct how you understand your 

own ministry? What other Scriptures affirm this definition of ministry? 

 

Answers may vary 

According to Pastor Tim, Ministry is “Showing the love of Christ to others by serving them with all that we 

have.” 

 

Ministry isn’t limited to what we might do in a church building or in a foreign mission field. But all of our lives 

should be a picture of ministry, as we are called to display the love of Christ in the different areas and 

relationships that God has given us. As Pastor Tim encouraged us, “Your home, the relationships 

surrounding you now—that is your mission field.” 

 

Here are some passages to consider: 

• Galatians 5:13-14 

• Galatians 6:9-10 

• Mark 10:42-45 

• 1 Corinthians 15:58 

• 1 Corinthians 9:19 

• 1 Peter 2:16-17 

• Acts 20:35 

• Colossians 3:14-17 



• Philippians 2:3-8 

• Hebrews 13:15-16 

• John 12:24-26 

 

Worship: How this truth affects your heart 

1. Take a moment and do a grace inventory. How has God’s grace been delivered to you during this season of 

suffering? Take a moment to worship God for His grace. 

 

Answers may vary 

Like the Macedonian churches, consider everything that has been given to you in Christ and the resources 

you have to share. 

 

2. How can you more fully entrust your life to God? How does that free you to love better? 

 

Answers may vary 

 

3. In the sermon, Pastor Tim talked about how our struggles can be often be like quarters, which if held too 

close to our eyes can block our entire vision. What is blocking your vision? How would you answer Pastor 

Tim’s question, “If you could set the quarter down, what opportunities to worship God and serve others 

come into focus?”  

 

Answers may vary 

Examples of “quarters” that may be blocking our vision:  

• My personal sin and idols of comfort  

• My tendency to worry about my family during a time of crisis 

• My love of money and financial security 

• My heart of anger towards my family and/or friends 

• My bitterness towards God in not fully understanding His plans 

• Health concerns for myself and the rest of my family 

 

Work: How this truth works out in your life 

1. Is there a person in your life that you need to confess to? Take some time to pray and ask God for grace 

and humility to do so. 

 

Answers may vary 

 

2. Share some of the people on your list of people to love, both within your home and outside of your home. 

What are some practical ways to serve with joyful generosity and care for their everyday needs? 

 

Answers may vary 

Some of the practical ways we can care for everyday needs mentioned by Pastor Tim: 

• Follow the “safer at home” directives from the government 

• Practice patience with others at the grocery stores 

• Deliver groceries and medication to older and immunocompromised neighbors 



• Write a letter or card for a loved one or neighbor. Maybe have your kids create artwork for them to 

hang on their refrigerator.  

• Buy gift cards from small businesses (that is basically a no interest loan to them right now) 

• Sign up for our church’s compassion ministry to hear about members suffering from food and 

financial insecurity opportunities and the opportunities to assist 

• Place God’s truth in front of your family. Watch the daily Lighthouse devotionals “Truth for Troubled 

Times” on YouTube and go through the family worship guide that is included in the description of 

each video. There are songs, icebreaker questions, discussion questions, and much more all there 

available to you each day. 

• Walk dogs for doctors and health care providers working long hours. 

• Host a video conference dinner where you can eat separately but still enjoy fellowship.  

• Possibly give stranded and displaced college students temporary shelter so they are not homeless 

• Offer services online: 

o Tutoring 

o Workshops for parents new to homeschooling 

• Family worship 

 

3. How would you answer the final question, “If everyone in the church served as you are serving right now, 

would our church be growing in Christlikeness?”  

 

Answers may vary 

 

4. Pastor Tim encouraged us that prayer must be our main ministry during this difficult season. Take some 

time now to pray for family, friends, and our community: 

a. Encourage their hope in God 

b. Describe their situation biblically 

c. Pray for spiritual and relational health 

d. Pray for relief in God’s will 

 

Answers may vary 

Hopefully, the time spent in prayer will not only be a major part of their own ministry toward others, but that 

it’ll serve to grow their hearts toward others who are suffering during this time. So rather than ask what their 

prayers looked like, you can ask how did the grow their hearts for others and how did they respond? 

 

--- 

 

Sharing and Prayer 
1. The theme of our study in John is “to awaken and advance faith.” And although we’re taking a break from it, in 

session 1, we shared one area in which we’d like to grow in living out your faith as a result of this season’s study. 
In what ways were you able to apply what you learned in the previous session this past week?  
 
Be sure to follow-up on their prayer requests week to week as a way of tracking and encouraging change! 
 
 
 



 
 

2. What are some ways that you’d like to apply what you just learned to that one area you’d like to grow in living out 
your faith? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Share other prayer requests. 
 
 

   


