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Landscape and Visual

The study brief requires the assessment to:

• Define the criteria relevant to the study including 
legislation, standards and guidelines

• Undertake a site inspection to identify potentially 
sensitive viewpoints within the vicinity

• Prepare a characterisation of the existing 
landscape features and of landscape character 
and scenic quality within the regional setting

• Prepare visual simulations of the mine during 
development and at end of life from primarily 

What did we study 
and why?
The study, undertaken by Urbis, assessed the 
landscape and visual impacts of the project, 
including the potential for effects on the landscape 
and recreational values of the Mitchell River 
National Park and the visual amenity and character 
of the region.

The study is required to ensure that any potential 
impacts of the project on the landscape and visual 
character of the area are understood and managed 
to minimise any potential loss of landscape values 
and visual amenity for surrounding residents and 
visitors to the area.
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publicly accessible locations, or locations where 
access to private land was able to be negotiated 
with a small number of landowners

• Assess the potential visual impacts of the proposed 
operations on identified sensitive receptors, 
including potential night lighting impacts

• Identify and propose design responses and 
measures for the reduction, mitigation and 
management of potential visual impacts

• Prepare a visual impact assessment report for 
inclusion in the EES.

Above: Typical horizontal field of view of binocular vision. Both 
horizontal and vertical fields of view are considered in the 
assessment of quantitative impact.

Above: A range of sensitive viewpoints were selected for 
detailed assessment.

Above: Qualitative visual assessment process.
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Landscape and Visual

Qualitative assessment
The basis of the qualitative assessment methodology 
employed in the study is that the visual impact 
of a proposed development is determined by 
evaluating the degree of visual modification/fit 
of the development in the context of the visual 
sensitivity of surrounding land use areas from 
which a proposed development may be visible. This 
assessment process is shown in the figure at the 
bottom of page 2.

Quantitative assessment
To assist with the assessment of visual prominence, 
this study defines a number of viewsheds which 
are based on distance from the project. The 
methodology is based on the reduction of impact 
with an increase in distance between a given 
viewpoint and the project. 

Throughout the visual catchment, the degree of 
visual prominence will generally decrease as the 
distance from the development site to various 
viewing locations increases.

The quantitative assessment of visual prominence, 
i.e., how much is potentially visible, is intertwined 
with the distribution, height and density of 
vegetation as well as topography throughout the 
visual catchment, elements which can screen views 
of a development from a particular viewpoint. Visual 
prominence helps inform the process of determining 
the visual modification level.

Further details of the impact assessment are 
available in Chapter 9 of the EES:  Environmental 
and socioeconomic impact assessment.

The full Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment is 
available as Appendix A014 to the EES Report.

Related studies

Socioeconomic
Economic

Air Quality and 
Greenhouse Gas

Rehabilitation and 
Closure

Landscape and 
Visual

Above: Within the rural landscape, the presence of vegetation surrounding residences can have a significant impact of visibility of a 
proposed development.
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Above: Mine unit plant. 

Above: Viewpoint locations.
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Landscape and Visual

Key sensitive viewpoints within 2.5 kilometres of the 
project include:

• Tourist routes:

- Fernbank - Glenaladale Road

- Bairnsdale - Dargo Road

• Individual residences within the rural setting.

For some sensitive viewpoints within 2.5 kilometres of 
the project, the visual impact will be high to moderate 
when operations are immediately adjacent to the 
viewpoint, progressively reducing as they move further 
away. The impact will be at its highest for a period of 
approximately 30 months from the commencement 
of operations.

Upon backfilling of the pits and flattening of the 
overburden stockpiles, for most sensitive viewpoints, 
this impact will immediately fall to low to moderate, 
with the residual impact reducing further as surface 
vegetation is re-established.

The visual impact of the development on the 
regional setting is generally very low to negligible. 
The level of apparent visual modification from this 
distance will be very low due to the reduction in 

What did the study 
find?
The most significant visual elements of the 
project include:

• Dry mining of mine voids (with adjacent soil 
stockpiles) which will be progressively backfilled 
and then rehabilitated with subsoil and topsoil

• Mineral processing facilities, including two 
mining unit plants and wet concentrator plant

• Heavy minreal concentrate, overburden, subsoil 
and topsoil stockpiles

• Tailings storage facility

• Operational infrastructure such as workshops, 
administration, carparking and laydown areas.

The assessment focussed on the visual modification 
that may result in views for the most sensitive 
visual settings/land uses. The representative 
viewpoints, located within the local,  
sub-regional and regional settings chosen for 
detailed assessment based on their higher levels  
of viewer sensitivity are:

• Rural residences and settlements

• Recreation and tourist attractions, e.g., 
Mitchell River National Park, a farm resort, 
a bed and breakfast business and a caravan 
park near Lindenow

• Transport / Tourism Routes, e.g., Fernbank - 
Glenaladale Road and Bairnsdale – Dargo Road.

The highest sensitivity viewpoints are found to 
occur within 2.5 kilometres of the project, with 
the sensitivity of viewers progressively dropping 
beyond this distance.

Above: Topsoil stockpiling.
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Above and Below: Examples of views assessed from sensitive viewpoints to the project area.
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Landscape and Visual

How will the impacts 
be managed?
A number of measures are proposed to minimise the 
impact of the project, including the following:

Construction material selection
To reduce visual contrast with the landscape setting, 
buildings such as the wet concentrator plant and 
mining contractor’s workshop will be clad with non-
reflective materials of a colour that mimics those 
found in the landscape, for example olive greens 
or mid-browns.

clarity of viewing that occurs over distance, the lack 
of direct views as a result of scattered, intervening 
vegetation, and the limited extent of the main 
overburden stockpiles. 

The study concludes that the development of the 
project will result in only a minimal visual impact 
on surrounding areas once the mining process 
is completed. 

During the mining process the disturbance to the 
landscape setting will be similar to the disturbance 
created by broadscale soil cultivation associated 
with agriculture.

Further examples of photo-simulations from a 
range of viewing points around the project area are 
included in the Impact Assessment.

Above: Examples of photo simulations – before, during and after mining.
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Contact us
To download the full technical studies and the 
Environment Effects Statement, go to:  
www.fingerboardsproject.com.au

If you have any questions about the technical 
studies, the EES or how to make a submission, 
please contact us.

Specific amelioration measures 
The following specific measures are recommended 
to further ameliorate visual impact.

• Progressive reinstatement / rehabilitation will 
ensure that soil profiles are maintained to ensure 
the success of grass cover and tree plantings

• Overburden mining to prominent locations will be 
avoided wherever practically possible at night, to 
reduce prominent mobile lighting

• Place temporary visual bunds so that they provide 
screening to internal mine void operations.

Being accountable for 
what we do
We have established an Environmental Management 
Framework (EMF) with clear accountabilities for 
managing and monitoring environmental effects and 
hazards associated with construction, operation, 
decommissioning, rehabilitation and post-closure 
phases of the project in order to achieve acceptable 
environmental outcomes.

The EMF is contained in Chapter 12 of the EES.

Progressive restoration of the 
reinstated mine void surface
Although not highly visible from the majority of 
non-elevated surrounding sensitive viewpoints, 
restoration of the ground plane is important from 
a landscape and environmental sustainability 
perspective as well as to ameliorate views from 
elevated viewpoints.

Where possible, final landform shaping and 
vegetation restoration of the reinstated mine voids 
will reflect the flat to slightly undulating form of the 
agricultural landscape. 

Areas of replaced indigenous vegetation, such as 
road reserves, will be local provenance indigenous 
species to ensure consistency of colour and texture.

Foreground visual screening
Due to the mine life of potentially 20 years, 
significant opportunity exists to plant in advance 
and create vegetation screens around the mine 
site and in particular around the processing plant, 
minimising the visual impact of operations on views 
from residences and key roads. 

Vegetation screens will be planned and established 
early in the life of the mine.


