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Overview

On December 7th, CWDA and 16 CWS county agencies were 
notified that 116 foster youth placed out of state (57 CWS, 59 
Probation) were in STRTPs pending decertification due to safety 
concerns. 

• Counties had 45 days to move these youth to alternative 
homes or facilities.

• Enormous pressure during a dangerous spike in the 
pandemic and over the holidays.

• These numbers fluctuated over the weeks, to 133 total 
foster youth (61 CWS youth) who were in decertified out-
of-state facilities. 
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Overview

There were 18 other youth placed out-of-state into facilities not 
certified by CDSS for whom counties must have a return plan: 

• These placements were also approved by the CDSS 
Interstate Placement Compact Office.

• These were youth with very high-level needs for whom no 
program or facility was willing to accept the youth for 
treatment in California. 

• Recent state guidance interprets Family Code 7911.1(c) as 
prohibiting child welfare and probation agencies from using 
any public funds (state, federal or county) to pay for any 
placement in a non-certified group home. 

. 
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Impacts
Youth and Family Impacts:

Youth and Family voice and choice was largely set aside despite this 
being a core value of Continuum of Care Reform and the Integrated 
Core Practice Model. For example:

• Y.M., age 17, in Virginia was near graduation with a planned step-
down to his parents who had relocated to that state.

• A.D. 15 years old in a CSEC program who did not want to return 
home due to fears her pimp would find her.

• A.? 15 years old left an equine therapy program and a horse she 
described as her best friend to return to an STRTP in CA (operated 
by the same STRTP provider) but without equine therapy.
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Impacts
Youth and Family Impacts:

Several youth for whom their return resulted in very undesired 
outcomes. For example:

• J.P., 15 years old returned to CA to Juvenile Hall due to no in-state 
congregate care willing to accept her, due to her history of 
assaults on staff and refusal to participate in mental health 
therapies. 

• A.B., 16 years old was returned from a program where he was 
excelling, planned to graduate early and enroll in community 
college. Upon his return to CA to his mother’s home, he ran away 
and has returned to using drugs.

• Other youth who have returned continue to require close 
monitoring and support to prevent disruption.
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1. Funding and State Intensive technical assistance, and partnerships 
with Catalyst Center, were helpful but need to continue for in-state 
youth as well.

• Counties continue to serve very traumatized youth without 
adequate array of safe placements, services and supports.  

2. Reliance on out-of-state facilities is driven by the lack of flexible, safe, 
and trauma-informed options in-state. Specifically:

• Youth with intellectual/developmental disabilities and unmet 
mental health needs.

• Commercially-sexually exploited youth

• Residential treatment with integrated substance use and mental 
health services.

Challenges Remain 



© 2021

www.cwda.org                                                                  7

3. Some youth need, and desire, a change in the clinical environment 
with the right mixture of services, resources, and support, not 
available in California. 

• CSEC youth and youth escaping gang violence, for example, may 
want to have distance from their home environment.

4. California doesn’t have crisis supports needed by children/youth, 
especially foster youth with profound trauma. 

• Children’s crisis psychiatric services and inpatient psychiatric 
hospital settings are lacking.

5. STRTPs in other states can be a “bridge” to relatives in that state. 

• Sonoma and Sacramento Counties both had youth in these 
situations. 

Challenges Remain 
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CWDA sponsored AB 2083 (Cooley, 2018) to promote a multi-
agency “Systems of Care” approach to addressing gaps for youth 
with complex needs. But…

• Gap analysis, and recommendations to fill gaps, is not yet 
complete.

• Trauma-training component not yet complete.

• County multi-agency MOUs are still in process.

• State/county technical assistance calls to help preserve 
placements, or find alternative placements, continue to be 
needed. 

CWDA Legislation
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1. AB 808 (Stone) Seneca/CWDA legislation to build a home-based 
intensive services continuum with secure placement option for 
youth with high-level need.

2. CWDA will put forth other recommendations that:

• Build on AB 2083

• Build on lessons learned from the intensive work to return 
youth from out-of-state

3. CalAIM and FFPSA Part IV may also support youth and families:

• CalAIM: Presumptive eligibility to mental health services, 
Intensive Care Coordination for all youth/families.

• FFPSA: Qualified Individual assessments & After Care 
Services

Next Steps
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Questions?

For questions contact:

Cathy Senderling-McDonald, Executive Director
csend@cwda.org

Diana Boyer
Director of Policy for Child Welfare and Older Adult Services
dboyer@cwda.org

Thank you! 
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