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OVERVIEW

Paul’s Promise tells the story of how God transforms Paul Holderfield and how a godly mama, who 

faithfully prays, can make all the difference. Set at the height of the Civil Rights Movement, Paul wrestles 
with racial conflict and his friendship with Jimmy Lipkin. He also battles childhood trauma and ongoing 
generational cycles that seek to destroy his own family. 
Each day in this discussion guide includes a relevant theme and clips from the movie to explore through 
Scripture, reflection, and discussion. Just as Paul’s transformation propelled him to engage in service and to 
start a racially integrated church in the highest crime district in North Little Rock, Arkansas, so are we also 
called to take action steps. Each day will also include additional promises from God for further reflection. 
Initially, Paul did not intend to keep his promise to Mama, even though he said, “I promise.” The Bible 
clearly shows us that God has a history of faithfully keeping all his promises—from the Old Testament, all 
the way through the New Testament, and into today.  

“Not one of all the Lord’s good promises to Israel failed; every one was fulfilled.”  
- Joshua 21:45 

“Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of 
Jesus, . . . let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having 
our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.” 
 - Hebrews 10:19, 22-23 

“His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him who called 
us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so 

that through them you may participate in the divine nature.” 
 - 2 Peter 1:3-4 

Mama clung to these promises and in them found her hope, believing that God had big plans for her son, 
Paul. Step into Paul’s boots in Paul’s Promise and discover God’s loving pursuit and power to save us from 

sin, pain, ourselves, bigotry, and hopelessness. Join the discussion on PRAYER, BREAKING 
GENERATIONAL CYCLES, RACISM, RECONCILIATION, and TRANSFORMATION. 

This discussion guide was produced in cooperation with the Global Ministry Center of the Church of the 
Nazarene and The Foundry Publishing. Special thanks to author Kathy Tharp and the advisory team Stan 

Reeder, Sidney Mitchell, Selena Freeman, Roberto Hodgson, Jeffrey Johnson, Sam Flores,  
Paul Holderfield, Jr., and Bonnie Perry.

2This guide contains spoilers and is intended to use after a group has seen the film.

https://youtu.be/GZ-sZfI1ItA


 

DAY ONE: PRAYER

SCRIPTURE 
“In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence. . . . 

 For this reason I kneel before the Father.”  
- Ephesians 3:12, 14 

“Yes, my soul, find rest in God; my hope comes from him. Truly he is my rock and my salvation; he is my 
fortress, I will not be shaken. My salvation and my honor depend on God; he is my mighty rock, my 

refuge. Trust in him at all times, you people; pour out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge.”  
- Psalm 62:5-8 

WATCH THE CLIP: Mama On Her Knees 

In this clip, we see Mama kneeling beside her hospital bed much to Paul’s disapproval. Mama says, “I been 
doin’ it this way since I was knee high to a grasshopper,” which also means she’s been praying since she 
was a child. A person can pray with that kind of persistence, faith, and hope only if he or she knows God, 
has walked with God, and has been a recipient of his faithful love and care. That kind of faith comes by 
reading, studying, and believing God’s Word. Mama believed what God said and lived a life knowing she 
could trust him to keep his promises (see Rom. 10:1). You can be persistent and battle in prayer when you 
know the one who has the power to change lives. We pray to our heavenly Father, who spoke the world 
into existence, raised Jesus from the dead, and continues to reign today. That is the power we tap into 
when we pray. “The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective” (James 5:16b).  
We first see Mama praying with her prayer list in hand, kneeling at the church altar. She has already asked 
her friends, “Anybody need prayer this week?” This is clearly a spiritual discipline in her life.  
Sometimes we can approach God thinking he’s like Santa Claus, as did Mama’s friend Judy, who asked 
Mama to ask God for a cabin on the lake. While that is an extreme request, our motives don’t always line 
up with God’s will. What does James 4:3 tell us? “When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with 
wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.”  
Jesus teaches his disciples about prayer in Matthew 6:5-13. At the end of the movie, friends and family are 
gathered around Mama’s bed and they pray the Lord’s Prayer, which is taken from this passage. What 
does this prayer show us to include when we pray? 
Another passage that shares a “template” of how we are to pray and for whom we are to pray is 1 Timothy 
2:1-4: “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people
—for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 
holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all people to be saved and to come to a 
knowledge of the truth.”

“I been doin’ it this way since I was knee high to a grasshopper.” - Mama
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“Intercession” is mentioned in the list and, according to dictionary.com, means “an interposing or pleading 
on behalf of another person, a prayer to God on behalf of another.” Mama was accustomed to pleading for 
people in her life. She told Paul, in her prayer list-letter, about his pa and why she stayed: “I saw that if I 
left, nobody’d love him. Nobody would tell him about Jesus. So I stayed. I figured that if I didn’t pray for 
him, nobody would.” Her fervor and relentless interceding for Paul sustains her even through great pain. 
We also see Mama praying for the nation. She uses Scripture as she prays. “Father, I pray that you heal this 
nation with your ‘peace that passes all understanding.’” God’s Word is alive, and praying Scripture back to 
God is powerful. 

WATCH THE CLIP: A Believing Mama’s Prayer 

In Mama’s last conversation with Paul, she asks Paul to help her to pray. Until the end, prayer is her go-to. 
She has seen God answer prayer, and she is still trusting him for Paul’s soul. She encourages Paul to pray 
and to trust God. She then tells him how good God has been to her. Her life was truly penned in the hymn 
“Blessed Assurance”: “This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long.” 

REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
• Who is someone in your life who has prayed for you and encouraged you in your relationship with Jesus? 

How does that make you feel? 
• Maybe you are the praying mama. Share what encourages you to persist in prayer. 
• What does your prayer life look like? Do you have a prayer list? What’s on your prayer list? 
In Scripture we see many examples of people kneeling in prayer. Daniel kneeled three times a day in his 
room, with a window opened toward Jerusalem. In the Ephesians 3 passage at the beginning of today’s 
discussion, the apostle Paul kneels in prayer for the Ephesians. Matthew 6:6 speaks of praying in secret.  
• Do you have a favorite place, position, and/or time when you like to talk with God? How does that help 

you in talking and listening to God? 
• How can we make sure our motives in prayer align with God’s will? 
• Who do you know that you consider a “prayer warrior”? How do you think that person became one? 

MY ACTION STEPS 
1. Put together a prayer list. Include a person who does not know Jesus and may not have anyone praying 

for him or her. Ask the Lord to show you who that person is. 
2. Add to your prayer list “all those in authority” in our country and that we as a people would repent and 

turn to God. 
3. Instead of proceeding immediately to your prayer requests, spend some time praising God for who he is 

and thanking him for specific blessings in your life.  
4. As you read the Bible, look for Scripture that you can pray back to God. Write out some examples and 

begin to incorporate this practice into your prayer life. 
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MORE OF GOD’S PROMISES 

“Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace 
to help us in our time of need.” -Hebrews 4:16 

“Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God and receive from him 
anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do what pleases him.” - 1 John 3:21-22 

“Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of 
Jesus, . . . let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having 
our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.” - 
 Hebrews 10:19, 22-23 
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DAY TWO: GENERATIONAL CYCLE
“You’re just like your pa.” - Mama

SCRIPTURE 
“And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, ‘The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious 
God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving 

wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and 
their children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation.’” - Exodus 34:6-7 

In the movie, we see the effects of “the sin of the parents” being passed from generation to generation. 
Paul says to Mama, “Was God there with Daddy hitting me and running out on me?” Mama tells Paul 
that his daddy was abused by his father, who eventually abandoned him. When Mama and Paul’s wife, 
Barbara, tell Paul he’s just like his pa, Paul is infuriated, because he swears that his pa is “the one person 
I will never be like.” What were the “[sins] of the parents” that were evident in Paul’s own life? 

WATCH THE CLIP: What To Do With Anger, Pain, and Fear 

In this clip, the pastor talks to Paul in the hall at the hospital.  
Every individual born in each generation is presented with a personal invitation from God to enter into a 
relationship with him and to enjoy the blessings of walking in obedience with God. This is God’s great 
redemption plan—to take what was broken, sinful, and without hope and exchange it for righteousness, 
forgiveness, peace, and blessing. The pastor tells Paul, “Your daddy stole a lot of joy from you and your 
family.” He goes on to say that God “can make it all into something new and beautiful.” 
Children experience the natural consequences from sins of the parents in the environment they are 
raised in, and this can lead to hatred of God. That cycle of hatred toward God is broken when a person 
receives Christ as Savior, receives forgiveness of sin, and chooses to walk in obedience with God. For 
some, like Paul, there is an instant, dramatic change. For others, after receiving Christ, there is a very 
intentional process of identifying specific sins, behaviors, and lies and bringing those to God to break 
the strongholds. “For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons 
we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish 
strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of 
God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ” (2 Cor. 10:3-5). 
It takes courage and hard work to face the sin of parents and grandparents and the mark it makes, but 
God demonstrates his compassion, grace, and abounding love to those who want to obey him, make 
different choices, and change their lives, their families, and future generations. 
At the end of the movie, Paul believes he is going to read through Mama’s prayer list, which is actually a 
letter to him with only one prayer request, which is for him. 6
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She writes in the letter, “You know your daddy had his terrible moments, but I saw who he was. A weak, 
broken man haunted, beaten down by his demons. . . . You’re like your Pa, and I know that makes you mad. 
But you’re like your Pa when I met him. You’re strong, and brave, and you never, ever give up.” 
Paul Holderfield’s life is a powerful picture of how God breaks generational cycles and transforms a person, 
gives purpose, and impacts generations. Today, Paul Jr. continues the ministry his father began, and Paul’s 
children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren are serving the Lord and many of those at Friendly 
Chapel, the racially integrated church Paul started during the height of the Civil Rights Movement. 

REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
• Pain that is not healed tends to be passed on, and the denial of that pain or trauma only continues the 

harmful behaviors and cycles. Can you identify some unprocessed pain that was inflicted on you? 
• What is the hope we have to deal with past pain by knowing God’s character and his desire for us? (See 

Exod. 34:6-7.) 
• Do you have a story to share of God’s faithfulness in breaking generational cycles? 
• How are you “just like your pa”? How is this a good thing or a bad thing? 
• What are some blessings you have experienced in having a relationship with a loving heavenly Father? 

MY ACTION STEPS 
1. What legacy do you want to give the next generation? Take some time to pray about it, look at Scripture, 

and then write out character qualities, biblical advice, or whatever the Holy Spirit lays on your heart. 
2. Read Psalm 78:1-7. Begin marking in your Bible every time you see a blessing or an action for the next 

generation. 
3. Parents, you may be raising a world changer. The job of praying for your children and equipping them 

with the truth of God’s Word is extremely important. Make a point of talking to them about God’s 
faithfulness in keeping his promises and how this has been demonstrated in your family. 

4. If you have some pain or trauma that has not been dealt with and you want to begin healing, here are 
some suggestions:  

1. Talk to God about it and ask him for help and wisdom.  
2. Search God’s Word to see what he says about it.  
3. Reach out to a trusted friend who can pray with you and walk with you in seeking further help.  
4. Find a community that is working on the same thing. 

MORE OF GOD’S PROMISES 
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the 

full.” -John 10:10 
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness.”  - 1 John 1:9 
“For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east 

is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.” - Psalm 103:11-12 
“For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline.” 

-2 Timothy 1:7 
“For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed 

to him.” - 2 Chronicles 16:9a 
“Oh, that their hearts would be inclined to fear me and keep all my commands always, so that it might go 

well with them and their children forever!” - Deuteronomy 5:29 
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DAY THREE: RACISM

SCRIPTURES 
“There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear.” - 1 John 4:18a 

“Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another in love. Honor 
one another above yourselves.” - Romans 12:9-10 

The film Paul’s Promise has several emotionally charged scenes, one of which takes place as a 

firefighter at the station is reading the newspaper of a recent Supreme Court justice appointment. The 
firefighters are outraged that Thurgood Marshall, an American civil rights lawyer, was elected to the 
Supreme Court, making him the first African American justice. 
In another scene, Paul is on the porch listening to the president, Lyndon B. Johnson, speak on the radio 
about the civil disorder going on in the country. Mama is also listening from her hospital bed. The 
president calls the nation to prayer and quotes Psalm 85: “Let us pray for the day when ‘mercy and truth 
are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.’ Let us pray and let us work.” Mama 
painfully gets out of bed and to her knees: “Father, I pray that you heal this nation of yours with your 
steadfast hand. Stop the violence. May we all feel the ‘peace that passes all understanding’ that only you 
can provide. I pray that my son can find the peace.” 
The similarities in this speech and what we recently experienced with the racially charged events in 2020 
and in years prior make us wonder what progress has really been made. As Paul said, “People need to 
figure out how they are going to treat each other or this is going to go on forever.” Every generation 
must wrestle with figuring out “how they are going to treat each other.” We must continue to pray and 
to work on justice, kindness, understanding, and empathy and find our place in the battle against hate 
and indifference. This wrestling is not a onetime occurrence. Each individual must assume his or her 
part and make a difference in his or her particular circle of influence. Parents must speak to their 
children and grandchildren about how each person is made in the image of God (Gen. 1:27; James 3:9-10) 
and model his love through meaningful, cross-cultural friendships and ministry. 
After the fire in the attic at the Lipkin house, Mary says, “I can just feel the hate growing.” Jimmy takes 
Mary’s hands and leads them in a quote by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.: “Darkness cannot drive out 
darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.”  
Think about Dr. King’s quote and the following Scripture: “When Jesus spoke again to the people, he 
said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light 
of life’” (John 8:12). In 1 John 4:16, the Bible tells us that “God is love,” not that he loves, which he does, 
but that he is love. “And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in 
love lives in God, and God in them” (v. 16). What are powerful forces that drive out hate and darkness? 
Remember, there can be no revival without repentance, and there can be no repentance without 
confession. 

WATCH THE CLIP: Tryin’ To Be Like Jesus 

“People need to figure out how they are going to treat each other  
or this is going to go on forever.” - Paul Holderfield
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Watch this clip of Jimmy and his brother. God calls out certain people “for such a time as this” to lead in 
change and do his will. What does Jimmy believe his goal should be in light of the racial conflict? Who is 
he trying to emulate, and why is that important? 

WATCH THE CLIP: Paul Holderfield, You Have One Minute… 

In this powerful scene, Paul sees Jimmy at Mama’s bedside and Mama catches on to the uncomfortable 
exchange between the two. Watch the clip. Paul tells Mama the thing between Jimmy and him is a long 
story. Her response is, “Sometimes those are the best sort of stories to tell.” What does the following 
Scripture tell us about confessing our sin instead of carrying guilt and shame? “Therefore confess your 
sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is 
powerful and effective” (James 5:16). 

REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
• How could your family of origin have influenced the way you view others? 
• Think of a time you remained silent when an inappropriate racial comment was made. Why do we do 

that? 
• Do you see color? The answer we often give is no. However, a better answer to consider may be the 

following: 
“Yes, I do see color, which is a part of the beautiful array and tapestry that God has so adorned and 
blessed us.” In addition, even children see color; however, in their spirits of play, they don't add 
value to it as a determinant of acceptance and/or embrace. Think about the friends you have. Do 
they all look like you? Do they come from a similar background as you? Why is that? What keeps 
you from becoming close friends of someone from another race or culture? Read the beginning 
Scripture verse, 1 John 4:18a, again. 

• Share with the group about a cross-cultural friendship you have, what you have learned, and how it 
has impacted you. 
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MY ACTION STEPS 
1. In the racial context, ask the Lord to bring to mind anything you need to confess and repent from, 

whether failing to do to good or offending. 
2. Ask the Lord to help you prepare a response for the next time you are in a group and hear a racist 

remark and to have the courage to shut it down. 
3. Pursue a friendship with someone from another race or culture. Be humble and open to learning 

about that person’s life and perspective and how you can be a good friend. 
4. Volunteer in a ministry that serves cross-culturally. 

MORE OF GOD’S PROMISES 
“Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord is kept safe.” - Proverbs 29:25 

“There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear.” - 1 John 4:18a 

“And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus.” - Philippians 4:7 
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DAY FOUR: RECONCILIATION
“I already forgave you, Paul, a long time ago.” - Jimmy Lipkin

SCRIPTURES 
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, gentleness, and patience. Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a 
grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.” - Colossians 3:12-13 

“Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. If it is possible, 
as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.” - Romans 12:17-18 

Jimmy experienced many offenses from Paul. Enough pain that could have easily grown roots of 
bitterness, but he chose to forgive Paul. Bitterness eats from the inside and manifests itself in ways that 
don’t even seem connected to the pain and offense. Forgiveness can’t wait for the other one to ask for it. 
That may never happen. Jimmy asked his brother, “How long you gonna be angry?” You can choose 
anger, hate, and bitterness, or you can choose love, which forgives. Both are strong motivators—one to 
violence and turmoil and the other to peace and hope. 
In the scene where Paul tells Mama why he is ashamed of how he treated Jimmy, she responds, “They 
say that shame eats away at that part of us that believes we’re capable of change.” The weight of shame 
can result in destructive behaviors and dangerous emotions. The way to take care of shame that comes 
from a guilty conscience is to own the wrongdoing, confess it, and repent. True repentance must include 
changed thinking that is then seen in changed behavior. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 
Even though Paul went to find Jimmy, he really didn’t apologize or make things right. Why is it hard for 
us to say, “I was wrong”?  

WATCH THE CLIP: True Brothers 

In this clip, Jimmy comes out on the porch with Paul. A handshake can be a simple greeting. It can also 
mean the sealing of a contract or agreement. There was unfinished business surrounding this 
handshake. What would you say the handshake at the end of the movie meant? 
What is the significance of Jimmy calling Paul, “Brother Paul”? 

REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
• Recount all the ways Paul offended Jimmy. How have you been hurt in similar ways? 
• Would you agree that there are only two choices in handling an offense, forgiveness or bitterness? 

Why or why not? 
• Why is forgiving so difficult? 
• Discuss what Mama says to Paul about shame. “They say that shame eats away at that part of us that 

believes we’re capable of change.” 11
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• What are some roadblocks in reconciliation? 
• In the first flashback, Paul’s pa tells him and his mama, “That boy comes on this property again ain’t 

walkin’ off. No Holderfield is ever gonna to be friends with a Negro.” How did Paul break that 
generational sin, and what did he do at the end of the movie about reconciling this? 

MY ACTION STEPS 
1. Ask the Lord to show you your heart and see if: 

• There is someone you have offended 
• You are harboring unforgiveness for an offense against you, and/or 
• There is any pride keeping you from reconciliation 

Sometimes you have to pray, “Lord, help me to want to want to.” Take the next step. 
2. Ask the Lord to remind you of all he has forgiven you, and allow that to motivate you to quick 

forgiveness. 
3. Write out 1 Corinthians 13:4-7: “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is 

not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always 
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.” Read this every day this week and meditate on what biblical 
love looks like. 

MORE OF GOD’S PROMISES 
“Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and humble. Do 

not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this 
you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. For, ‘Whoever would love life and see good days must 
keep their tongue from evil and their lips from deceitful speech. They must turn from evil and do good; 

they must seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are 
attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.’” - 1 Peter 3:8-12 

“Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.” - 1 Peter 4:8 

“And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as 
though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to 

God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become  
the righteousness of God.” - 2 Corinthians 5:19b-21 
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DAY FIVE: TRANSFORMATION
“He did a number on my heart. . . . He’s got my life.” - Paul Holderfield

SCRIPTURES 
“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and 

give you a heart of flesh.” - Ezekiel 36:26 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this 
is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that 

God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them.” 
-2 Corinthians 5:17-19a 

“But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far way have been brought near by the blood of Christ.” 
-Ephesians 2:13 

WATCH THE CLIP: God Sees Your Heart 

Watch the clip when the pastor comes up the house steps. Paul admits he “failed to do the one thing she 
wanted me to do.” What does the pastor tell Paul about where we can pray? 
It’s a beautiful thing to know that God can reach us wherever we are and that our prayer of surrender to 
him can happen in our home, in a coffee shop, or in a jeep; it doesn’t have to be in church. 
WATCH THE CLIP: All You Need For Church 

Watch “church” happening in this clip. Paul announces to the family, “We’re goin’ to church!” Barbara 
tells him, “Paul, we missed it. Church is long over.” What did Paul say they had so they could “have 
church”? 
After all are present around Mama’s bedside, they say the Lord’s Prayer together. The pastor then says, 
“Now Paul has something he would like to say.” What, according to Paul, stood in the way of giving his 
life to God? 
“I was prideful, hurt, focused on myself. God showed me. He did a number on my heart. You stuck by 
Pa, and you stood by me and never gave up. God’s got my life. You can let go now.” After Paul’s 
testimony that God “did a number on my heart,” Mama knows her lifelong prayer has been answered. 
Judy leads everyone in singing “Blessed Assurance.” These words tell of Mama’s story, and now, the rest 
of Paul’s story is really just beginning. 13
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The end of Paul’s Promise was just the beginning of Paul’s life in Christ. His transformation and new life 

in Christ propelled him into service, serving God and serving people. “For we are God’s handiwork, created 
in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Eph. 2:10). 
At the end of the movie we read the following: 

After retiring from the fire department, Paul founded a racially integrated church called Friendly Chapel in 
the formerly segregated city of North Little Rock, Arkansas. Friendly Chapel serves as a food pantry and 
shelter. To date, the church has served millions of meals and welcomes all, regardless of race, color, or 
economic status. Paul’s sons and daughter still serve at the church with their families. 

Please go to this website to see what God can do with a transformed life and the legacy he can bless: 
https://www.friendlychapel.org/f-l-a-m-e-ministries. 

REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
• Does your story include believing and acting on God’s promises so you can sing, “This is my story, this 

my song, praising my Savior all the day long”? What is your story? 
• Jimmy said, “The important thing is what we do with our life when we find our way back.” What do you 

think he meant by that? What was Jimmy doing with his life? 
• “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our 

lives for our brothers and sisters. If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need 
but has not pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? Dear children, let us not love with 
words or speech but with actions and in truth” (1 John 3:16-18). How did Paul show love in action after he 
came to Christ? 

• Knowing all that God has done for you, not only in saving your soul but also in each day’s blessings, what 
is your response to him? 

MY ACTION STEPS 
1. If you have not received Christ as your Savior, let today be the day of salvation for you. “Yet to all who 

did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God” (John 
1:12). 

2. Each follower of Jesus is given spiritual gifts to exercise in the body of Christ, the church. Discover 
what your gifts are. 

3. Volunteer to meet a ministry need in your church. 
4. Ask the Lord for the faith to step out in obedience and into serving him, even if you feel unequipped. 

This is what he promises: 1 Thessalonians 5:24: “The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.” 
5. Hebrews 13:20-21: “Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought 

back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good 
for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 
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MORE OF GOD’S PROMISES 
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  

- 2 Tim 3:16-17 

“And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you 
will abound in every good work.” - 2 Corinthians 9:8 

“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. . . . But whoever looks 
intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, 

but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do.” - James 1:22, 25 

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of 

this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve 
what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” - Romans 12:1-2 
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