
Grace Groups Homework 

“Ignorant Idolatry and the Commanding Christ” 
 

Acts 17:16–34        25 June 2017 
 

Please note that this is the last week of Grace Groups for this term. We resume again the week of 23 July. 
 
GETTING TO KNOW YOU 
1. What ancient place have you enjoyed visiting or which ancient places are on your tourist bucket list? 
 
 
 
WORLDVIEW 
2. Comment on the truth, or lack thereof, in following chorus of Bob Dylan’s song: 

But you’re gonna have to serve somebody, yes indeed, 
you’re gonna have to serve somebody. 
It may be the devil, or it may be the Lord, 
but you’re gonna have to serve somebody. 

 
 
 
INTO THE BIBLE 
3. What do the following passages teach us about what we as believers in Jesus Christ are involved in? 

 
Romans 6:12–16—Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. And 
do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as 
being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. For sin shall not have 
dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace. What then? Shall we sin because we are not 
under law but under grace? Certainly not! Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to 
obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to 
righteousness? 
 
 
2 Corinthians 10:1–6—Now I, Paul, myself am pleading with you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ—
who in presence am lowly among you, but being absent am bold toward you. But I beg you that when I am 
present I may not be bold with that confidence by which I intend to be bold against some, who think of us as 
if we walked according to the flesh. For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 
For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down 
arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into 
captivity to the obedience of Christ, and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is 
fulfilled. 
 
 
Ephesians 6:10–17— Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of his might. Put on the 
whole armour of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armour of 
God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having 
girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with 
the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God. 



 
GOING DEEPER 
4. What are the good things in your life that tend to become god things and therefore drive you away from the 

best things? 
 
 
 
How do your attitudes and actions change when this happens? What happens to your spiritual disciplines? 
 
 
 
How do you combat these slips into idolatry? What practical things do you need to change to prevent this 
from recurring? 

 
 
 

How will you sharpen your sword (which is the word of God) for the spiritual battles that you will continue to 
face? 
 
 
 

5. What things prevent you from going “all in” in your devotion to Christ? Do you think that you are in any way 
preventing someone else from being able to go “all in”? 

 
 
6. What is the role of the compelling community in your fight against idolatry? Do you think that you are 

maximising the benefit of being in the body? What prevents you? 
 
 
PRAYER ITEMS 
Prayer Psalm: 37 
Church Families: Victor, Bernice, Levi & Mia Temlett; Chris, Jaya & Benjamin Thomas 
Special Needs: Hannah Murphy; Darryl Starkey; Unemployed & underemployed 
Expectant Couples: Andrew & Sandhya Lear; Gareth & Debbie Payne; Angelo & Nikita Tokalon; Quintin & 
Dennae Starkey; Ryan & Nadia Butterworth; Michael & Gillian Varughese 
Adoptions 
Ministry: Family Bible Hour 
The Great Commission: 
• Newton Chilingulo—Malawi 
• St. Kitts-Nevis (Caribbean)—St. Kitts has gained an unhappy reputation for drug trafficking and money 
laundering. In contrast Nevis is off the beaten track, with over 70% of the population being churchgoers. Pray 
that both islands will experience an outpouring of gospel grace by the power of the Spirit. 
• Unreached Focus: Vietnam (92.5 million people—81% no religion; 9% Buddhist; 7% Christian) 
Sister Churches: Mount Mukulu Baptist Church (Zambia)—Joseph Tanguma 
Our Country: North West Provincial Government Premier—Mr Supra Mahumapelo 
 

As you do your regular grocery shopping, please remember to add something to your trolley to donate to the 
Food for the Family ministry. Regularly used items include: rice (1kg or 2kg); juice; washing powder (auto or 
hand wash); cooking oil (750ml or 2-litre); peanut butter; syrup; jam; tea; coffee; sandwich spread; pilchards; 
tuna; cake flour; baked beans; butter beans; mixed vegetables; tomato and onion mix; other canned foods; 
Cremora or long life milk; pasta; noodles; condiments (tomato sauce, mustard), etc.; sugar (1kg or 2.5kg); 
mielie meal; bath soap; deodorant (roll-on); toothpaste. Speak to Patson Ngidi for more information. 
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