
God's loving mercy and forgiveness to us is the central message in Luke's Gospel for the Twenty-fourth Sunday of Ordinary 
Time. Knowing that his audience includes not only the sinners but also the judgmental religious leaders, Jesus offers three 
parables about mercy, ending with the powerful story of the Prodigal Son. The father says to the jealous older son, “You 
are here with me always; everything I have is yours. But now we must celebrate and rejoice, because your brother was dead 
and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.”

Tuesday is the Memorial of Saint John Chrysostom, Bishop and Doctor of the Church. Wednesday has its own readings 
with the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. Thursday is the Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows and Friday the 
Memorial of Saints Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs.

In our first reading, Paul's wonderful First Letter to the Corinthians continues to feed us with powerful messages about 
good community behavior, the Eucharist and the mystery of the Resurrection.

We experience more of the beauty of Luke's Gospel this week. Jesus heals the slave of a Roman officer, praising the 
officer's faith. He encounters a widow whose only son had died. “He was moved with pity” and raises the son from the 
dead. Jesus tells the people how inconsistent their responses are. At a dinner, Jesus encounters a weeping, sinful woman 
who washes his feet with her tears. “So I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven; hence, she has shown great love.” We 
hear that Jesus is accompanied by a group of women “who provided for them out of their resources.” Jesus tells the parable 
of the sower to a large crowd of listeners. and breaks it open for his disciples.

On the Twenty-fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time Jesus tells the parable of the unjust steward who finds out he's been caught 
squandering his master's property, and goes out and makes deals to make friends for the future. Jesus acknowledges his 
prudence and calls us to have, at the very least, prudence about our future. “If, therefore, you are not trustworthy with 
dishonest wealth, who will trust you with true wealth?”

Daily Prayer This Week

This is a good week to imagine how much we are like Jesus' disciples. We clearly want to be his followers, and we do 
follow him. The humbling reality is that we are inconsistent. At the very time that Jesus is telling us that he wants us to 
find ourselves by losing ourselves, we are too often being competitive and trying to be on top somehow. Fortunately, he 
keeps telling us about the real meaning of discipleship. Paul lays it all out in this week's first readings. The parable of 
the sower is quite helpful this week. How healthy and rich is the soil of our own souls? Can we feel the longing we have 
to make our hearts more receptive to the message of Jesus?

Each morning, as soon as we can after waking up, perhaps associated with some automatic behavior like putting on 
slippers or a robe or getting a cup of coffee, we begin the day in the presence of our Lord. We can get into the habit of 
greeting our Lord, “Good morning, Lord. Thank you for this day.” Even if we didn't have a good night's sleep and we 
are waking up fairly tired, this habit can become part of our routine. Naming our desire for the day can become the way 
we begin our day with the Lord. Repeating it, with more details, as we encounter the people and responsibilities of our 
day, will deepen our relationship with the Lord. Brief “prayers” (which are really just conversations) sustain the 
connection all day.

In one circumstance this week, I might say, “Lord, here I am being that very hard ground. Please get through to me in 
the part of me that is still 'receptive soil.'” Another day, I might catch myself trying to make myself look good and I can 
say, “Dear Jesus, your reminder helps me right here. Let me be a servant in this situation, with these people - forgiving, 
listening, compassion and freer.” Sometime this week we might encounter someone who needs us to be like Jesus - 
healing something that is broken, or even deadly and we can say, “Lord, let me do your will, imitate your faith in God 
here. Thank you for being with me.”

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.htm
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Five Marks of a Catholic School

The Church’s documents repeatedly emphasize that certain characteristics must be present if a school is to be considered 
Catholic. Like the “marks” of the Church proclaimed in the Creed, so, too, does it identity the principal features of a 
Catholic school.

As Pope Saint John Paul II reminded a group of American bishops in 2004: “It is of utmost importance, therefore, that the 
Church’s institutions be genuinely Catholic: Catholic in their self-understanding and Catholic in their identity. All those 
who share in the apostolates of such institutions, including those who are not of the faith, should show a sincere and 
respectful appreciation of that mission which is their inspiration and ultimate raison d’être”1.

It is precisely because of its Catholic identity that a school derives the originality enabling it to be a genuine instrument of 
the Church’s apostolic mission. Here are five essentials of Catholic identity proposed by the Holy See which inspire the 
Church’s enormous investment in schooling.

1. Inspired by a Supernatural Vision

• The enduring foundation on which the Church builds her educational philosophy is the conviction that it is a process 
 which forms the whole child, especially with his or her eyes fixed on the vision of God.
• The specific purpose of a Catholic education is the formation of boys and girls who will be good citizens of this world, 
 enriching society with the leaven of the Gospel, but who will also be citizens of the world to come.
• Catholic schools have a straightforward goal: to foster the growth of good Catholic human beings who love God and 
 neighbour and thus fulfill their destiny of becoming saints.
• If we fail to keep in mind this high supernatural vision, all our talk about Catholic schools will be no more than “a gong 
 booming or a cymbal clashing” (I Cor 13:1).
 
2. Founded on a Christian Anthropology

• There is an emphasis on the supernatural destiny of students, on their holiness, which brings with it a profound 
 appreciation of the need to perfect children in all their dimensions as images of God (cf. Gen 1:26-27).
• For Catholic schools to achieve their goal of forming children, all those involved – parents, teachers, staff, 
 administrators and trustees – must clearly understand who the human person is.
• To be worthy of its name, a Catholic school must be founded on Jesus Christ the Redeemer who, through his 
 Incarnation, is united with each student. Christ is not an after-thought or an add-on to Catholic educational philosophy 
 but the centre and fulcrum of the entire enterprise, the light enlightening every pupil who comes into our schools (cf. Jn  
 1:9).
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 3. Animated by Communion and Community

• The school is a community of persons and, even more to the point, “a genuine community of faith”.
• Schools should try to create a community school climate that reproduces, as far as possible, the warm and intimate 
 atmosphere of family life. This means that all involved should develop a real willingness to collaborate among 
 themselves.
• Teachers, Religious and lay, together with parents and trustees, should work together as a team for the school’s common  
 good and their right to be involved in its responsibilities.
 
4. Imbued with a Catholic Worldview

• Catholicism should permeate not just the class period of catechism or religious education, or the school’s pastoral 
activities, but the entire curriculum.
• The Vatican documents speak of “an integral education … which responds to all the needs of the human person.” An 
integral education aims to develop gradually every capability of every student: their intellectual, physical, psychological, 
moral and religious dimensions. It is intentionally directed to the growth of the whole person.
• To be integral or “whole”, Catholic schooling must be constantly inspired and guided by the Gospel. The Catholic school 
would betray its purpose if it failed to take as its touchstone the person of Christ and his Gospel: “It derives all the energy 
necessary for its educational work from him.”
• The Catholic school is Catholic because it undertakes to educate the whole person, addressing the requirements of his or 
her natural and supernatural perfection. It is integral and Catholic because it provides an education in the intellectual and 
moral virtues, because it prepares for a fully human life at the service of others and for the life of the world to come.

5. Sustained by the Witness of Teaching

• Teachers play a vital role in ensuring a school’s Catholic identity. With them lies the primary responsibility for creating 
 a unique Christian school climate, as individuals and as a community. Theirs is a calling and not simply the exercise of 
 a profession.
• We need teachers with a clear and precise understanding of the specific nature and role of Catholic education. Men and 
 women who enthusiastically endorse a Catholic ethos is the primary way to foster a school’s catholicity.
• If students in Catholic schools are to gain a genuine experience of the Church, the example of teachers and others 
 responsible for their formation is crucial: the witness of adults in the school community is a vital part of the school’s 
 identity. Children will pick up far more by example than by masterful pedagogical techniques, especially in the practice 
 of Christian virtues.
• Educators at every level in the Church are expected to be models for their students by bearing transparent witness to the 
 Gospel. If boys and girls are to experience the splendour of the Church, the Christian example of teachers and others 
 responsible for their formation is crucial.

The Church sees in Catholic schools an enormous heritage and an indispensable instrument in carrying out the Church’s 
mission in the third Christian millennium. Ensuring their genuinely Catholic identity is the Church’s greatest challenge. 
Complementing the irreplaceable role of parents in ensuring the education of their children, such schools, which should be 
available to all, build up the community of believers, evangelize culture and serve the common good of society.

Abstracted from “The Holy See’s Teaching On Catholic Schools” by Archbishop J. Michael Miller CSB (The Catholic 
University of America, 14 Sep 2005). Read the full address here.

1 Address of John Paul II to the Bishops of the Provinces of Portland in Oregon, Seattle and Anchorage on their “ad 
limina” visit, 2004.

Source: Archdiocesan Commission for Catholic Schools
https://accs.sg/marks/

But now we must celebrate and rejoice, because your brother was dead 
and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.’
Luke 15:1-32
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the sower is quite helpful this week. How healthy and rich is the soil of our own souls? Can we feel the longing we have 
to make our hearts more receptive to the message of Jesus?

Each morning, as soon as we can after waking up, perhaps associated with some automatic behavior like putting on 
slippers or a robe or getting a cup of coffee, we begin the day in the presence of our Lord. We can get into the habit of 
greeting our Lord, “Good morning, Lord. Thank you for this day.” Even if we didn't have a good night's sleep and we 
are waking up fairly tired, this habit can become part of our routine. Naming our desire for the day can become the way 
we begin our day with the Lord. Repeating it, with more details, as we encounter the people and responsibilities of our 
day, will deepen our relationship with the Lord. Brief “prayers” (which are really just conversations) sustain the 
connection all day.

In one circumstance this week, I might say, “Lord, here I am being that very hard ground. Please get through to me in 
the part of me that is still 'receptive soil.'” Another day, I might catch myself trying to make myself look good and I can 
say, “Dear Jesus, your reminder helps me right here. Let me be a servant in this situation, with these people - forgiving, 
listening, compassion and freer.” Sometime this week we might encounter someone who needs us to be like Jesus - 
healing something that is broken, or even deadly and we can say, “Lord, let me do your will, imitate your faith in God 
here. Thank you for being with me.”

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.htm
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Confirmation Mass
13 confirmands will be receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday, 18 September 2022 at the 11am Mass. 
Please pray for them. 

坚振圣事弥撒
本堂将在9月18日早上11时弥撒，有13位教友领受坚振圣事。请为他们祈祷。

Parish Dinner - Free Transport from SPP
Those who have bought tickets for our Parish Dinner on 15 October, please note that there will be free transport to the 
dinner venue after the 5.30pm Mass. Seats are limited so registration with the Parish Office is required. First come first 
served.

堂区晚宴 - 从教堂免费接送
有参与10月15日堂区晚宴的教友请注意。当天5时30分黄昏弥撒后，本堂将提供巴士，免费接送持票者到晚宴场
所。座位有限，有需要者请到堂区办事处报名。先到先得。







tinyurl.com/sppijdevotion
You can send in your petitions and thanksgiving letters to the link below

The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

Every Thursday
5.30pm 

Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO set with Saint 
Peter and Saint Paul figurines.
拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔

Enjoy and have fun family time as you build the house of God together. All 
these at only SGD600.00*
只须SGD600.00*, 就能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。

To place an order, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
Instructions for payment will be shared when
the form has been received
有兴趣订购，请通过链接 https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
表格成功被处理后，您将会收到通过PayNow付款的指示

Order now!

Matthew 16:13-19

1870 - 2020

And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.

limited edition
S$600.00

Fewer than 50 sets left! 
All proceeds go to the church.



To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, 
Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street,

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)

Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
Account Name: Church of SPP Operating Fund

Method 2: via Cheque
Please cross cheque and make payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
 for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Office Manager: Elisa Chang, elisa.chang@catholic.org.sg
Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Confessions will be heard half an hour 
before weekday evening and weekend Masses starting from 18 April 2022 onwards. Do 
note, however, that the Sacrament will not be available on Thursday evenings in view 
of the Infant Jesus devotion, and before the Sunday 8.30am Mandarin Mass. 

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm (English)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Monday to Saturday)
  preceded by morning prayer at 7.00am
  6.00pm (Monday to Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : Thursday, 5.30pm followed by Mass
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday) (SUSPENDED)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) (SUSPENDED)
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily (SUSPENDED)
SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS:  
Monday to Saturday : 9.00am - 7.00pm 
Sunday : 9.30am - 5.00pm
Public Holidays : Closed
COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Friday: 7.00am – 7.00pm
Saturday/Sunday: 7.00am – 5.00pm
Closed on Public Holidays
CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 8.00am – 9.00pm
Saturday/Sunday: 8.00am – 6.00pm
Closed on Public Holidays

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 


