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On the Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time, we continue with John's Gospel and the Bread of Life discussion, with many of the 
disciples finding Jesus' call to be nourished on his body and blood as tough to swallow. And they leave him. Peter speaks for the 
others: “Master, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.”

Tuesday is the Feast of Saint Bartholomew, Apostle. Friday we remember St. Monica and Saturday, her son, St. Augustine, Bishop 
and Doctor of the Church.

Most of the first readings this week are from Paul's First Letter to the Thessalonians, the oldest book in the New Testament. The letters 
are affectionate and frank reminders of the humiliation and challenges that Paul met in preaching to this community he loved so much. 
These readings are a wonderful reminder that the letters of Paul were just that - letters to teach, encourage and support early 
communities of Christians.

Matthew's Gospel this week includes stories of Jesus strongly challenging the Pharisees. He saw how they made people's lives so 
difficult by their insistence on the rules and appearances while neglecting mercy and good faith. He chides them for paying attention 
to the extraneous and not the message: “Blind guides, who strain out the gnat and swallow the camel!” His criticism grows stronger: 
“On the outside you appear righteous, but inside you are filled with hypocrisy and evildoing.” Jesus teaches about preparation: Stay 
awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord will come.” In the parable of the ten maidens who go out to meet the 
bridegroom, many of the women did not prepare for the meeting and do not have enough oil for their lamps and Jesus says again, 
“Stay awake.” Except for this year's special readings, Saturday's gospel is the dramatic story of the three servants who are given 
resources by their master and rewarded or punished for what they did with the resources they had.

On the Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time, the Gospel flows from the readings this past week. When Jesus is challenged 
because his disciples don't follow the ritual washings, he defends them, quoting Isaiah: “This people honours me with their lips, but 
their hearts are far from me.” Jesus calls us to an inner cleanliness: “From within people, from their hearts, come evil thoughts, 
unchastity, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, licentiousness, envy, blasphemy, arrogance, folly. All these evils come from 
within and they defile.”

Daily Prayer This Week

The old Baltimore Catechism defined Prayer as “raising the mind and heart to God.” It reminds us that prayer is not simply 
saying words to God, or even thinking over religious things in our heads. Real prayer becomes a matter of the heart. We 
understand prayer best when we think of it as a relationship. Growing in prayer is to grow in love, in intimacy, in a type of 
communication that is “heart to heart.” So, on the human level, if we have a difficult time receiving love or in surrendering our 
self-absorption and giving love or if we just haven't had much experience of being intimate and vulnerable with another human 
being, then it will be difficult for us to do that with God. Conversely, anything we can do to develop our relationship skills, to 
de-selfish ourselves and practice accepting love and loving generously will help us grow in our relationship with God. Praying 
can often become easier, more personal and intimate.

This week, we can go from hearing these wonderful readings to listening to Jesus with our hearts. It is great to begin this week asking 
for the grace to reflect throughout the day on how we will enter “the narrow gate,” by how we go about our day, interact with people, 
or return home from work. Then we can reflect on how we can humble ourselves and what that means for our day to day choices.

We could ask for the grace to go deeper than the externals and rules and get to the heart of our faith - loving others with the same 
compassion and love that Jesus shows us. For some of us, it might be extremely helpful this week to take the word “awake” and to 
carry it all day long. “Help me stay awake, Lord: to be alert and attentive, focused and reflective today. It will be busy, but I ask that 
you help me be consciously aware that you will be with me all day.” We may want to ask, “Lord, let me be conscious of the many 
gifts and blessings you have given me. Let me reflect upon how I use each gift gratefully and for others. Let me really see today if 
there are gifts that I am neglecting, squandering, or simply are afraid to use. Then, give me the courage to give you thanks and to be 
a good steward of your gifts.”

As we prepare for Sunday, we can begin to reflect upon giving up the honors in our lives. We can begin each day praying, “Lord, help 
me humble myself today, put myself last in caring for my family, in doing my job with a more selfless sense of service. Help me 
forgive people who aren't performing well or behaving well. Help me see the way you give me life in this surrender, in this freedom 
to spend brief moments today in talking with you, friend-to-friend, in heart-felt connection with you, for others.”

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html

Daily Reflection

Jesus then said to the Twelve, “Do you also want to leave?
Simon Peter answered him, “Master, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
We have come to believe and are convinced that you are the Holy One of God.” - John 6

To whom shall we go?”

In this moving passage from the Gospel of John, St. Peter asks a question that must haunt every believer who is disappointed in their 
church. Like the disciples of old who abandoned Jesus, thousands have simply walked away from the Church.

Yet millions of us stay with no plans to leave. Why? It’s a question that I along with countless others (especially my fellow Catholics) 
surely ask ourselves every time there’s a headline about some new sexual, fiscal or historical scandal/coverup.

I think St. Peter’s answer to Jesus – which the human Jesus must have cherished—speaks to today’s troubled and hurting Church. 
Where else would we go that would satisfy our deepest needs, especially in times of personal trouble?

I was born into the pre-Vatican II church where nuns in our Catholic schools taught us that we alone had the truth. We were proud and 
certain but Vatican II forced us to look at our church and the world far less simplistically. Thank God! Modern scandals have forced 
us to face far more unpleasant truths. As we wait for desperately needed reforms to take hold, we suffer shame and anger.

But meanwhile those of us who will never leave ask ourselves where else could we go.

Having been formed in a background of rosaries, First Communions, May processions and more importantly by a sense of community 
and social justice, my Catholic identity is far too deep to be uprooted by the corruption of any church leaders. This isn’t about bishops 
and bad priests. It’s about Jesus and the community he called.

On days when I am particularly upset with our leaders, I try to imagine life outside the Church and frankly, I can’t.
I think of my beloved parish and the wonderful things we do together than none of us could do alone. I think of the heroic church 
workers in Third World countries and the saints who are my heroes. I think of how I have always turned to my faith in times of 
personal crisis and found strength and comfort.

“To whom shall we go?” asks Peter. Then he supplies the answer that is critical to us today. “We have come to believe and are 
convinced that you are the Holy One of God.”

Source: https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/082221.htmlThe Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
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SPP PARISH NEWS

In line with latest advisories, the Parish will be increasing the capacity from 50 to 100 pax for selected Masses from 
September onwards.

The following Masses will have the increased capacity:
1. Saturday 5.30pm  English Mass
2. Sunday 8.30am  Mandarin Mass
3. Sunday 11.00am  English Mass

To attend these Masses, parishioners will need to be either fully vaccinated, or go through PET and show a negative test result.
• To be counted as fully vaccinated, parishioners need to have completed the full regimen of the Pfizer, Moderna or World 
 Health Organisation EUL vaccines, and have at least 2 weeks elapsed since the administration of the second dose.
•  For those who prefer to show a negative PET result - the test needs to have been taken 24hours before the expected end of 
 Mass by an approved test provider.
•  Children aged 12 years and below may participate in these Masses, however, there is a limit of 20 children per Mass with 
 increased capacity. Do note that bookings are on a first-come-first basis, and seats will not be reserved for children.

The capacity for the following Masses will remain at 50, and will not require a fully vaccinated status nor a negative PET result:
1. Sunday 2.00pm Cantonese Mass
2. Sunday 4.00pm  English Mass
3. Sunday 6.00pm  Latin Mass
4. Wednesday 7.20am English Mass
5. Friday 6.00pm  English Mass

These changes will take effect only from September onwards, and August bookings are not affected.
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从九月起，本堂将会增加三台弥撒的人数，从现有的50人增加至100人。
这三台弥撒是：
1. 星期六下午5时30分的英语弥撒
2. 星期日早上8时30分的华语弥撒
3. 星期日早上11时的英语弥撒

要参与这三台弥撒的教友必须符合以下任何条件：
(一)已完成疫苗接种，也就是打了在新加坡受认可的疫苗如辉瑞、莫德纳等第二剂的十四天后。
(二)未完成疫苗接种者须出示弥撒结束时间24小时内所接受的活动前检测的阴性证明。

12岁以下孩童也可参与已接种群体的弥撒，但不能超过总人数20%。

本堂其他5 台弥撒将保持参与者人数为50人，无限制条件。这5台弥撒是：
1. 星期日下午2时的粤语弥撒
2. 星期日下午4时的英语弥撒
3. 星期日下午6时的拉丁语弥撒
4. 星期三早上7时20分的英语平日弥撒
5. 星期五下午6时的英语平日弥撒

这些政策在 9 月份生效，8 月份的弥撒预订不受影响。



Do you listen to the voice of Jesus who, burdened with his Cross, calls out to you, "Come after me; anyone who follows 
me will not be walking in the dark; be brave; I have conquered the world."?

A perfect Friend of the Cross is a true Christ-bearer, so that he or she can truly say, "I live now not with my own life but with the 
life of Christ who lives in me." (Gal 2:20). As a perfect Friend of the Cross, the finding of our True Cross has to be more than just 
a mere discovery. It must lead us to embrace and follow Jesus Christ wholeheartedly, in whom salvation is found.  

Come and discover "Friends of the Cross" at Montfort Centre for 3 days and 2 nights. Register below:
https://www.montfortcentre.org/events-1/friends-of-the-cross-2021





COME AND SEE
Curious about the Catholic faith?

Get to know Jesus Christ
and His Church with us.

Church of Sts Peter and Paul
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

sppchurchrcia@outlook.com
Sign up at tinyurl.com/SPPRCIA2021inq

Tuesdays, 7.45pm
Sessions held in-person

Begins 22 June 2021

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

请点击链接观看。别忘了与其他教友朋友分享。
请订阅我们的 Youtube 频道，并在我们的 Facebook 

专页点赞可获得堂区资讯与信息。 

8月21日起，星期六，早上10.00时

共
七
章

接下来六周，林长震神父将为大家讲解关于驱魔的话题。这些话题是: (1) 破口 “Opening” 
(2) 魂结 Soul-ties (3) 降头 Spell (4) 孤魂野鬼  Wandering Souls (5) 第三眼 The Third Eye
(6) 居家有灵仗 Infestation (7) 天使之后 Our Lady, Queen of Warrior



The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

Every Thursday
10.00am 

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

tinyurl.com/sppijdevotion

You can send in your petitions and
thanksgiving letters to the link below

Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO set with
Saint Peter and Saint Paul figurines.
拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔

Enjoy and have fun family time as you build the house of God together. 
All these at only SGD600.00*
只须SGD600.00*, 就能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。

To place an order, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
Instructions for payment will be shared when the form has been received
有兴趣订购，请通过链接 https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
表格成功被处理后，您将会收到通过PayNow付款的指示

Order now!

*Lights not included. It is for photography purpose only.

Matthew 16:13-19

1870 - 2020

And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.

limited edition
S$600.00

Fewer than 100 sets left! 
All proceeds go to the church.



To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions. Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A

Method 2: via Cheque
Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions. UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
 for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - For Confession dates, please get update on 
SPP Website, Facebook and The Apostles. Online booking is required.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Wednesday), 6.00pm (Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, 10.00am - online devotion)

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily

SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS: 
Phase 2 (Heightened Alert) 
Monday to Saturday : 9.30am - 7.00pm 
Sunday : 9.30am - 5.00pm
Public Holidays : Closed

COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS: 
Open every Tuesday (2.00pm - 6.00pm). Call the Parish Secretariat for bookings.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 

 

SUSPENDED


