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INTRODUCTION 
We are living in perilous times.  Ellen White says in Manuscript 87, 1886, Preparing 

for the Time of Testing: “If there ever was a time when serious reflection becomes 
everyone who fears God, it is now, . . . The inquiry should be made, "What am I, and what 
is my work and mission in this time? On which side am I working—Christ's side or the 
enemy's side?"  

How do you answer these profound questions? What are you and what is your 
mission?  Scripture makes clear that Jesus was many things to many people. For example: 

• To the paraplegic at the Pool of Bethesda, Jesus was a physical therapist,  
John 5: 1-9. 
 

• To blind Bartimaeus, Jesus was an ophthalmologist,  
Mark 10: 48-52. 
 

• To the woman with the issue of blood, Jesus was a faith healer,  
Matthew 9:20-22; Mark 5:25-34; Luke 8:43-48. 
 

• To more than 5,000 hungry students, Jesus was a miracle working food distributor, 
Matthew 9:20-22; Mark 5:25-34; Luke 8:43-48. 
 

• To a rich young ruler, Jesus was a psychoanalyst,  
Matthew 19:16–23, Mark 10:17–22, and Luke 18:18–23. 
 

• To Zacchaeus the tax collector, Jesus was a life coach and occupational advisor, 
Luke 19:1-10. 
 

• To woman caught in adultery, Jesus was a personal advocate and public defense 
attorney, John 7:53-8:11. 
 

• To woman at the well, Jesus was a social worker, John 4:4-42. 
 

• To Nicodemus, Jesus was an intellectual and philosophical guide, John 3:1-21. 
 

• To the man blind from birth, Jesus was a prophet, John 1: 1-41. 
 

• To the apostles, Jesus was a breakfast cook, economic and civic advisor, 
agricultural scientist, human resources specialist, behavioral coach, and physicist. 
 

• To the multitudes, Jesus was a preacher.1 
                                                 
1 Simmons, Ella Smith. 2016. Didaskalos.  Adventist Review. September 4, 2016. p.1609. https://adventistreview.org 
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But to all, Jesus was a teacher.  He was first a teacher, which emphasizes the importance 
of education as ministry and the need for Seventh-day Adventist Education for all of our 
students. 
 
Scripture: Isaiah 54:13 KJV 

 “And all thy children shall be taught of the LORD; and great shall be the peace of 
thy children.”   

Other translations of Isaiah 54:13 use slightly different, but significant, language 
choices:  

• The New King James Version says: “All your children shall be taught by the 
LORD, and great shall be the peace of your children.” 

• For those who prefer the word “will” over “shall, the New International Version 
says:” “All your children will be taught by the Lord, and great will be their peace.” 

• Then the Lord speaks directly in the New Living Translation: “I will teach all your 
children, and they will enjoy great peace.” 

 
 
Exposition and Analysis 

This text of scripture assures us that there will be direct instruction from God, and 
that this instruction from God “will ensure the future blessing He has promised.”2  Jesus 
applied Isaiah’s words to Himself and to His teaching.3  Teacher was the title given to 
Jesus most often, and the one He seems to have valued most. The term used is didaskalos 
in Greek.  It is translated, teacher.  One commentator has calculated that “Of the 90 times 
Jesus was addressed directly in the gospels, 60 times he was called Teacher.”  Listen to 
Jesus’ words in John 13:13. Jesus said, “You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, 
for so I am” (NKJV). In reflecting on Isaiah 54:13 Ellen White refers to Jesus as the teacher 
in Heaven’s school now and when the Eden School is restored.4 

 
Further, Jesus called His followers to teach: “Go ye into all the world and teach all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you” (Matt 28:19 KJV). A 
teacher, didaskalos, in the New Testament is one who teaches concerning the things of 
God, and the duties of human beings; one fitted to teach, (Hebrews 5:12, Romans 2:20). 
This certainly includes teaching our children and young people. The wise man advises 
us to: “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart 
from it”  (Proverbs 22:6  ).NKJV  
 
 

                                                 
2 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., Whitehead, M. M., Grigoni, M. R., & Bomar, 
D. (2012, 2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Is 54:13). Lexham Press. 
3 Nichol, F. D., ed. (1977). The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary (Vol. 4, p. 295). Review and Herald Publishing Assoc. 
4 White, E. G. (1973). God’s Amazing Grace (p. 365). Review and Herald Publishing Association. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/fsb?ref=Bible.Is54.13&off=0&ctx=see+40:1+and+note).%0a%7E54:13+++Yahweh%E2%80%99s+dir
https://ref.ly/logosres/iv-vol4?ref=Bible.Is54.13&off=575
https://ref.ly/logosres/iv-ag?ref=DayOfYear.Dec+23
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Application 
Francis Wayland Parker was a pioneer educator in the USA who believed, as Ellen 

White was shown, the education should address the complete or whole development of 
the individual, including mental, physical, and moral capacities. He tried to make 
education personal to the individual and believed that education was more than 
gathering and memorizing information, that is must have as its objective developing in 
students the ability to think for themselves and to become wise independent people, 
again as Ellen White was shown. 

One day following one of Dr. Parker’s lectures, a woman asked him: “How early 
can I begin the education of my child?” “When will your child be born?” asked Parker. 
“Born?” she replied. “Why, he is already five years old!” “My goodness, woman,” he 
cried, “don’t stand here talking to me—hurry home; already you have lost the best five 
years!”5 

Jesus urges us to seek the Kingdom of God before all else (Matthew (6:33). We find 
good counsel in Deuteronomy 6, focusing on verses 6 and 7: “And these words which I 
command you today shall be in your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your 
children and shall talk of them when you sit in your house when you walk by the way 
when you lie down, and when you rise up” (Deuteronomy 7-6:6  NKJV).  

The word here translated “teach” means “to whet,” “to sharpen” (see Deut. 32:41; 
Ps. 64:3; 140:3; Isa. 5:28). This call, then, is for clear, incisive teaching. Parents have a 
weighty responsibility to instruct their children in matters of duty and destiny, day by 
day.6 Verse 7 instructs that this teaching should be constant, not just in Sabbath School, 
the divine service sermon, Pathfinders, or the young adult mission hour.  It must be every 
day and throughout the day. 

Teaching was central to Jesus’ ministry (Matt 4:23; 5:2; 9:35; 11:1; 13:54; 21:23; Mark 
4:1–2; 8:31; 12:14, 38; Luke 4:31; 5:17; 7:1; 13:22; 20:21; 23:5).  According to one 
commentator, Matthew alone reports at least 226 of His lessons.7  This section Matthew 
is organized in five blocks of teaching (Matt 5–7; 10; 13; 18; and 23–25) that demonstrate 
both His teaching content and methods. The Sermon on the Mount is the first and longest 
of these teaching blocks.8  All the Gospels portray Jesus as a teacher of the highest order 
(e.g., Matt 8:19; 9:11; 19:16; 22:16; 26:18; Mark 4:38; 5:35; 10:17; 13:1; 14:14; Luke 3:12; 8:49; 
9:38; 18:18; 21:7; 22:11; John 1:38; 8:4; 20:16).  Jesus taught with immediate and distant 
purpose. Teaching then should be for transformation, metamorphosis, conversion, and 
death and rebirth for individuals and, through them, the societies in which they live.9 

So, what did Jesus teach about teaching?  First, we see that Jesus’ content was 
focused on 1) the identity of God, 2) the character of God, and 3) the duty of humankind 

                                                 
5 Jones, G. C. (1986). 1000 illustrations for preaching and teaching (pp. 112–114). Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
6 Nichol, F. D., ed. (1978). The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary (Vol. 1, pp. 974–975). Review and Herald Publishing 
Association. 
7 Discovering the real teachings of Jesus, http://onediscipletoanother.org/id4.html 
8 Nylund, J. H. (2012, 2013, 2014, 2015). Teacher. In J. D. Barry, D. Bomar, D. R. Brown, R. Klippenstein, D. Mangum, C. 
Sinclair Wolcott, … W. Widder (Eds.), The Lexham Bible Dictionary. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 
9 Knight, G. R. (2006). Philosophy & Education: An Introduction in Christian Perspective (Fourth Edition, pp. 249–257). Berrien 
Springs, MI: Andrews University Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/1000illsprchtch?ref=Page.p+112&off=3383
https://ref.ly/logosres/iv-vol1?ref=Bible.Dt6.7&off=377
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to God and to others, the heart of all disciplines.  We have a superb model of this in the 
Sermon on the Mount and the Beatitudes. 
 The instructional methods Jesus modeled fit the content and the learners.  Of the 
most obvious is that Jesus clearly recognized and responded to what we have come to 
know as multiple intelligences, or different ways of perceiving, knowing, and learning 
which requires knowing and caring for each student personally. Seventh-day Adventist 
education is modeled on the manner of Jesus. SDA education, based on scripture, the 
prophetic guidance of Ellen G. White, and as inferred in the 28 Fundamental Beliefs of 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church, is designed to follow the manner of Jesus for 
teaching. Our philosophy of education is clear: 

Education, viewed in the context of the great conflict between good and evil, is a 
ministry involving the home, church, and school. In the highest sense the work of 
education and the work of redemption are one. Seventh-day Adventist education is a 
divine imperative, not a privileged option, and it is at the core of God’s redemptive 
processes. In God’s ideal all His people should experience the transforming power of 
Christ-centered education. Such education is the harmonious development of the 
physical, the mental, the emotional, the social, and the spiritual powers. It addresses the 
whole person in a wholistic manner and extends through the whole period of existence 
open to human beings, including eternity. Its aim is to cultivate in students’ character 
that exemplifies principles of love, grace, truth, obedience, honor, integrity, justice, 
diligence, and purity that will make them effective disciples of Jesus and a positive force 
for the stabilization, edification, and uplifting of society. 

The source of this education has as its foundation the Word of God. Godliness, 
that is, godlikeness is its goal. Every human being is created in the image of God and 
endowed with a power like that of the Creator—individuality, and power to think and to 
do. True education is designed to develop this power, to cultivate thinkers who are not 
mere reflectors of other people’s thoughts.10 Ellen White called for spiritual intelligence.  
She observed, “If there were more praying among us, more exercise of living faith, and 
less dependence upon someone else to have an experience for us, we would be far in 
advance of where we are today in spiritual intelligence. What we need is a deep, 
individual heart and soul experience.”11 

Danah Zohar is credited with coining the term "spiritual intelligence" and the 
concept in 1997 in secular society, however.  While we had the concept long before, we 
still see the wisdom in her definition of spiritual intelligence and in her 12 principles 
underlying or arresting to spiritual intelligence: 

 

1. Self-awareness: Knowing what I believe in and value, and what deeply motivates 
me 
 

2. Spontaneity: Living in and being responsive to the moment 
 

                                                 
10General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists. 2017. Edited by E. S. Simmons. Guiding Philosophical Statement on SDA 
Education.  General Conference LEAD Conference. 
11 White, E. G., Fundamentals of Christian Education, Review and Herald Pub Assoc, Jan 1977, Page 531 
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3. Vision and value-led behavior: Acting from principles; having deep beliefs and 
living accordingly 
 

4. Holism: Seeing larger patterns, relationships, and connections; having a sense of 
belonging 
 

5. Compassion: Having the quality of "feeling-with" and deep empathy for others 
 

6. Celebration of diversity: Valuing other people for their differences, not despite 
them 
 

7. Field independence: Standing against the crowd and having one's own convictions 
 

8. Humility: Having the sense of being a player in a larger drama, of one's true place 
in the world 
 

9. Tendency to ask fundamental "Why?" questions: Needing to understand things 
and get to the bottom of them 
 

10. Ability to reframe: Standing back from a situation or problem and seeing the 
bigger picture or wider context 

 

11. Positive use of adversity: Learning and growing from mistakes, setbacks, and 
suffering. 

 

12. Sense of vocation: Feeling called upon to serve, to give something back12 
 

Conclusion 
To these ends Seventh-day Adventist Christian education compels the 

involvement of families, church members and leaders, and educators who believe that all 
true knowledge and genuine development have their source in God. They [we] 
collaborate to serve under the power of God, in the wisdom of Christ, and by the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. They [we] seek to inspire in students’ passionate 
commitments to the message and global mission of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
leading them to reach the highest standards in spiritual intelligence and academic 
achievement as they prepare for unselfish service. They [we] are committed to modeling 
and providing to student’s paths of continuous progress in academic, physical, mental, 
emotional, social, and spiritual expansion, advancing them as fast and as far as possible 
as responsible members of the Church, and citizens of this world and the world to come.13 

The measure of effective education, that is, what Jesus taught about teaching, is 
not only about how much a person knows, but who he/she is as a teacher and how well 
he or she lives.  It is grounded in the love, faith, and Godliness of the teacher’s life. It links 

                                                 
12 Danah Zohar. 1997. Re-wiring the Corporate Brain: Using the New Science to Rethink How We Structure and Lead 
Organizations. Berrett-Koehler 

 
13 General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists. 2017. Edited by E. S. Simmons. Guiding Philosophical Statement on SDA 
Education.  General Conference LEAD Conference. 
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truth with life; the kind of teaching that has as its product loving, trusting, Godly men 
and women.14  This is what Jesus taught about teaching. 

Jesus’ method “is a true expression of His character.  Transcending time, culture, 
race, religion, and geography.  It has universal appeal.  It is indeed Christ’s boundless 
and dependable way of finding a path to the human heart;” 15 and God assigns this 
greatest work—teaching—to the family and the redeemed community.16  That includes 
all of us in one way or another. 

 

Appeal 
In 2010 Monte Shalin studied the commitments of a random sample of Adventist 

Families in North America to SDA education. His findings are of concern but 
encouraging, as well.  He found, for example: “Nearly half (45 percent) said, “I intend to 
educate or have educated my children in Adventist schools. . .  Another 25 percent said, 
“All Adventist children ought to be educated in Adventist schools.” Demographic data 
indicated that most of these respondents were too old to have school-age children.  Shalin 
found that 70% of his sample strongly support SDA education. However, other responses 
included: “The public schools available are of high quality and fine for my children;” 
“some private schools provide better academic quality than Adventist schools;”  “some 
Christian schools are better than some Adventist schools;” and “Adventist schools are 
not worth the extra cost.”17 

Ramón Díaz-Valladares and associates at The Universidad de Montemorelos 
conducted The Inter-American Division Church Member Study, 2017-2018, with items 
related to SDA education and found similar commitments expressed statistically: 20% in 
SDA primary education with about 60% in public/government education; 15% in SDA 
secondary education with 36% in public/government education; 13% in SDA 
college/university with 21% in public/government college/university education.18 

Let’s look at Deuteronomy again, this time at chapter 6:10–9:6. Moses delivers 
eight sermons that call the Israelites to remember their past and teach their children in 
the ways of God. Each sermon describes a particular situation—either from the past or in 
anticipation of the future in Canaan—and draws conclusions that lead to practical 
applications for life under the covenant.19 These lessons are for us today. 

 

                                                 
14 Richards, L., & Richards, L. O. (1987). The teacher’s commentary (pp. 966–967). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
15 Philip G. Samaan, Christ’s Method Alone: Christ’s Way of Relational Witnessing, 2012, p. 36. 
16 Elwell, W. A., & Elwell, W. A. (1996). In Evangelical dictionary of biblical theology (electronic ed.). Grand Rapids: Baker 
Book House. 
17 Sahlin, Monte. 2012. Adventist Review. Church Trends, October 10. msahlin@creativeministry.org or (800) 272-4664. This 
article was published August 19, 2010. 

18Ramón Díaz-Valladares et al. 2018. The Inter-American Division Church Member Study, 2017-2018. The Universidad de 
Montemorelos. Submitted to the General Conference General Conference Office of Archives, Statistics, and Research. June 29. 

19 Fee, G. D., & Hubbard, R. L., Jr., eds. (2011). The Eerdmans Companion to the Bible (p. 156). William B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company. 

mailto:msahlin@creativeministry.org
https://ref.ly/logosres/eerdcompbbl?ref=Bible.Dt4.44-5.33&off=1197&ctx=+rested+on+the+seventh+day+of+creation.)%7E
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One parent’s testimony   
When it’s all said and done, Adventist schools are all about wisdom (God’s wisdom), as 
opposed to the acquisition of mere human knowledge. That’s what I want my children 
to take away with them. It’s what our church family and God want for them, also. The 
wise man said it well, “Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore, get wisdom: and with 
all thy getting get understanding” (Proverbs 4:7, KJV). That’s the bottom line for 
Adventist education. It’s worth fighting to keep, and worth sacrificing for. It’s a gift from 
heaven that each of our children deserves.20 So, how shall we proceed? 

“Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.”  While Jesus was referring to salvation here, this is true for 
education as well.  Jesus is the way and the truth and the life of true education (John 14:6 
NIV).  God bless us as we recommit to Seventh-day Adventist Education so that by God’s 
grace and provision all of our children and older ones as well shall be taught by the Lord. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
20 See General Conference Department of Education website.  This article originally appeared in The Journal of Adventist 
Education, volume 62, 2010. 



 
 

8 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


