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Background 

The debate around the development of students’ skills and literacies is not a new one 

(Barrett-Lennard et al., 2012; Boyle et al., 2019; Hill, 2010; Lea & Street, 1998; Lonka & 

Ahola, 1995). Recently, however, the discussion across higher education has returned a 

focus onto the ways in which we can and do develop our students’ skills, attributes, 

capabilities and literacies (see, for example, the recent WonkHE publications around student 

skills development in the United Kingdom: (McVitty & Andrews, 2021). 

This Special Issue aims to engage with the concept of ‘graduateness’ and 

‘postgraduateness’ across higher education. This will range from papers on pre-entry, 

transition-in and undergraduate student skill enhancement to researcher development. The 

challenge to contributing authors and readers will be to conceptualise the development of 

their students’ capabilities and capacities in the broadest and most practical senses. This 

Special Issue will look for papers that highlight, discover, and illuminate research, theory, 

and practice that enhances our students’ literacies. In addition, strategy and policy papers 

that focus on the implementation of curricula, approaches, and institutional responses will be 

sought. Lastly, the issue will look for concrete examples of practice in the development of 

students’ literacies and skills within specific subjects and areas of work.  

The global response of higher education to the COVID-19 pandemic has dramatically 

impacted the rate of change in teaching practice within institutions, but often without time, 

distance and space for critical reflection. At the same time, the emergency situation 

expanded the ways in which universities engage with, support and develop their students. 

This Special Issue will bring the debate of the enhancement of our students’ ‘graduateness’ 

into the perspective of the contemporary post-pandemic higher education institution; it will, 

though a process of considered analysis and evaluation of practices, provide a space to 

consider what has worked, what has not worked, and what would benefit us to take forward 

(Crawford, 2021). Have we reconsidered how we equip our students to engage in a modern 

world? In what ways, and through what methods, do we challenge our students to develop 

knowledge and abilities beyond just their subject material? What are the institutional- and 

sector-wide responses to the challenges facing our student bodies? 

Moving beyond the initial emergency remote teaching responses to the recent pandemic, 

those within the sector are beginning to reassess their approach to student needs, and how 

those needs have changed. The employability market demands that students are able to 

articulate “not only a well-honed and evidenced skills set, but a sufficient critical reflexivity to 

match their aspirations to their strengths and capabilities” (McVitty, 2021). 

https://ro.uow.edu.au/jutlp/
http://eprints.gla.ac.uk/view/author/6403.html
http://eprints.gla.ac.uk/view/author/12870.html
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The changes to higher education – increased degree structure flexibility, micro-credentials, 

internationalisation, widening participation, increased student numbers, MOOCS – have 

often resulted in institutions that struggle to meet their existing and emerging commitments 

(Chyr et al., 2017; Goldstein, 2017; Gómez-Rey et al., 2016; Hancock, 2021; Holbrook et al., 

2020; Lynch, 2018; Naidoo, 2007; Yowler et al., 2021). 

With increased competition in the higher education sector, and with students demanding 

transparency in what their degrees offer them beyond subject knowledge, the discussion 

around skills development is rising to contemporary prominence. This Special Issue will lead 

this discussion through the combination of reflection on practice, discussion of current 

research and engagement with policy and strategy. 

Some possible topics could include, but are not limited to: 

• Peer learning, peer support, staff-student partnerships, and student-led activities 

• Learner Development, Researcher Development (e.g. engaging with students’ 

academic and researcher skills for the 21st century) 

• University strategies and responses to twenty-first century student needs 

• The concept of the ‘value added’ by universities to our students (e.g. skills, attributes, 

‘graduateness’, preparedness for careers) and the role of higher education within 

society 

• Reflection on/analysis of pedagogical change and innovation for the future (e.g. what 

works and what does not work for the post-pandemic world?) 

Types of publications accepted into this Special Issue 

The types of publications that are eligible for acceptance into this Special Issue include: 

• Theoretical and research papers (5000 – 7000 words) 

• Case studies and good practice examples (4000 – 6000 words) 

• Policy papers (2000 – 4000 words); internationally relevant comparative policy 

papers may be between 4000 – 8000 words 

Developing a high-quality proposal 

We request the creation of a single Word document that contains the following: 

• Proposed article title 

• Proposed authors’ names and affiliations 

• A clear evidence-based rationale for the line of inquiry proposed 

• Research question(s) 

• Proposed method (for both theoretical and empirical manuscripts) 

• Practice-based implications of the proposed research 

The word limit for the proposal is 250 words (not including references) and is designed to 

give the Editorial Team a sense of the rigour of the manuscript proposed and the possible 

implications of such research. The Editorial Team may return with an invitation to combine 

similar manuscripts. Acceptance of proposals does not guarantee acceptance of final 

manuscripts.  

Timeline 

• Proposals due: Monday 12 July 2021 

• Acceptance notifications: Friday 23 July 2021 



• Full articles due: Wednesday 5 January 2022 

• Final revised articles due: Monday 25 April 2022 

• Final publication: Monday 29 August 2022 

For further information, or to submit an abstract, please email: leads-

JUTLPSpecIss2022@glasgow.ac.uk  
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