
29 November 2020 Year A

READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year A) Pg 617
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: God of hosts, bring us back; let your face shine on us and we shall be saved.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 30 November 2020 - SAT 5 December 2020
MON: Romans 10: 9-18, Matthew 4: 18-22 TUE: Isaiah 11: 1-10, Luke 10: 21-24 WED: Isaiah 25: 6-10, 
Matthew 15: 29-37 THU: Isaiah 26: 1-6, Matthew 7: 21, 24-27 FRI: Isaiah 29: 17-24, Matthew 9: 27-31 
SAT: Isaiah 30: 19-21, 23-26, Matthew 9: 35 – 10: 1, 5a, 6-8

First Sunday of Advent

First Sunday of Advent – 29 November 2020

Pope Francis, in his General Audience, launched a new catechesis series on “healing the world” after the July recess. 
He says that Christian virtues of faith, hope and charity enable us to heal the physical, social and spiritual infirmities 
of our times, such as those revealed by the pandemic.   

Catechesis: “Healing the world” - 9. Preparing the future together with Jesus who saves and heals

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning!

In recent weeks we have reflected together, in the light of the Gospel, on how to heal the world that is suffering from 
a malaise that has been highlighted and accentuated by the pandemic. The malaise was already there: the pandemic 
highlighted it more, it accentuated it. We have walked the paths of dignity, solidarity and subsidiarity, paths that are 
essential to promote human dignity and the common good. And as disciples of Jesus, we have proposed to follow in 
his steps, opting for the poor, rethinking the use of material goods and taking care of our common home. In the midst 
of the pandemic that afflicts us, we anchored ourselves to the principles of the social doctrine of the Church, allowing 
ourselves to be guided by faith, by hope and by charity. Here we found solid help so as to be transformers who dream 
big, who are not stopped by the meanness that divides and hurts, but who encourage the generation of a new and 
better world.

I would like this journey not to end with my catecheses, but rather that we may be able to continue to walk together, 
to “keep our eyes fixed on Jesus” (cf. Heb 12:2), as we heard at the beginning; our eyes fixed on Jesus, who saves and 
heals the world. As the Gospel shows us, Jesus healed the sick of every type (cf. Mt 9:35), he gave sight to the blind, 
the word to the mute, hearing to the deaf. And when he cured diseases and physical infirmity, he also healed the spirit 
by forgiving sins, because Jesus always forgives, as well as “social suffering” by including the marginalised (cf. 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1421). Jesus, who renews and reconciles every creature (cf. 2 Cor 5:17; Col 
1:19-20), gives us the gifts necessary to love and heal as he knew how to do (cf. Lk 10:1-9; Jn 15: 9-17), to take care 
of all without distinction on the basis of race, language or nation.

In order for this to really happen, we need to contemplate and appreciate the beauty of every human being and every 
creature. We were conceived in the heart of God (cf. Eph 1:3-5). “Each of us is the result of a thought of God. Each 
of us is willed, each of us is loved, each of us is necessary” (Benedict XVI, Homily for the beginning of the Petrine 
ministry, 24 April 2005; Encyclical Laudato Si’, 65). Furthermore, every creature has something to say to us about 
God the creator (cf. Encyclical Laudato Si’, 69, 239). Acknowledging this truth and giving thanks for the intimate 
bonds in our universal communion with all people and all creatures activates “generous care, full of tenderness” 
(ibid., 220). And it also helps us to recognise Christ present in our poor and suffering brothers and sisters, to 
encounter them and to listen to their cry and the cry of the earth that echoes it (cf. ibid., 49).

Inwardly mobilised by these cries that demand of us another course (cf. ibid., 53), that demand change, we will be 
able to contribute to the restoration of relations with our gifts and capacities (cf. ibid., 19). We will be able to 
regenerate society and not return to so-called “normality”, which is an ailing normality, indeed which was ailing 
before the pandemic: the pandemic highlighted it! “Now we return to normality”: no, this will not do, because this 

normality was sick with injustice, inequality and environmental degradation. The normality to which we are called is 
that of the Kingdom of God, where “the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf 
hear, and the dead are raised up and the poor have good news preached to them” (Mt 11:5). And nobody plays dumb 
by looking the other way. This is what we have to do in order to change. In the normality of the Kingdom of God, 
there is bread for all and more to spare, social organisation is based on contributing, sharing and distributing, not on 
possessing, excluding and accumulating (cf. Mt 14:13-21).

The gesture that enables progress in a society, a family, a neighbourhood, or a city, everyone, is to give oneself, to 
give, which is not giving alms, but is a giving of self that comes from the heart. A gesture that distances us from 
selfishness and the anxiety of possessing. But the Christian way of doing this is not a mechanical way: it is a human 
way. We will never be able to emerge from the crisis that was highlighted by the pandemic, mechanically, with new 
tools — which are very important, they allow us to move forward, and we must not be afraid of them — but knowing 
that even the most sophisticated means, capable of doing many things, are incapable of one thing: tenderness. And 
tenderness is the very sign of Jesus’ presence. Approaching others in order to walk [together], to heal, to help, to 
sacrifice oneself for others.

Thus, that normality of the Kingdom of God is important: that bread may reach everyone, that social organisation be 
based on contributing, sharing and distributing, with tenderness; not on possessing, excluding and accumulating. 
Because at the end of life, we will not take anything with us into the other life!

A small virus continues to cause deep wounds and to expose our physical, social and spiritual vulnerabilities. It has 
laid bare the great inequality that reigns in the world: inequality of opportunity, of goods, of access to health care, of 
technology, education: millions of children cannot go to school, and so the list goes on. These injustices are neither 
natural nor inevitable. They are the work of man, they come from a model of growth detached from the deepest 
values. The waste of leftover food: with that waste one can feed everyone. And this has made many people lose hope 
and has increased uncertainty and anguish. This is why, to emerge from the pandemic, we must find the cure not only 
for the coronavirus — which is important! — but also for the great human and socio-economic viruses. They must 
not be concealed by whitewashing them so that they cannot be seen. And certainly we cannot expect the economic 
model that underlies unfair and unsustainable development to solve our problems. It has not and will not do so, 
because it cannot do so, even though some false prophets continue to promise the “trickle-down effect” that never 
comes (“Trickle-down effect” in English, “derrame” in Spanish (cf. Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, 54). 
You yourselves have heard the theory of the glass: the important thing is that the glass become full and then overflow 
to the poor and to others, and they receive wealth. But there is a phenomenon: the glass begins to fill up and when it 
is almost full it grows, it grows and grows, and the trickling down never happens. We must be careful.

We need to set to work urgently to generate good policies, to design systems of social organisation that reward 
participation, care and generosity, rather than indifference, exploitation and particular interests. We must go ahead 
with tenderness. A fair and equitable society is a healthier society. A participatory society — where the “last” are 
taken into account just like the “first” — strengthens communion. A society where diversity is respected is much 
more resistant to any kind of virus.

Let us place this healing journey under the protection of the Virgin Mary, Our Lady of Health. May she, who carried 
Jesus in her womb, help us to be trustful. Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we can work together for the Kingdom of God 
that Christ inaugurated in this world by coming among us. It is a Kingdom of light in the midst of darkness, of justice 
in the midst of so many outrages, of joy in the midst of so much pain, of healing and of salvation in the midst of 
sickness and death, of tenderness in the midst of hatred. May God grant us to “viralise” love and to “globalise” hope 
in the light of faith.

* * *

Summary of the Holy Father's words:

Dear Brothers and Sisters, in the series of catecheses that concludes today, we have reflected on the effects of the 
current pandemic in the light of the Church’s social doctrine. Our world needs to be healed not only of the present 
virus, but also of the “social ills” of inequality, injustice and exclusion that afflict so many of our brothers and sisters 
in the human family. In the light of Christ’s teaching, we have seen the importance of solidarity, subsidiarity and 
respect for human dignity for the shaping of a society in accord with the values of God’s Kingdom, a society that 
gives priority to its poorest and most vulnerable members, and to the responsible stewardship of the goods of 
creation. Just as Jesus brought physical and spiritual healing to the sick, so we too are called to bring the Gospel’s 
healing power to the task of creating a more just, inclusive and participatory society at every level. In this way, by 
God’s grace, we will emerge from the present crisis with renewed hope for the building of a world ever more 
consistent with our human dignity and lofty vocation.

Source: http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/audiences/2020/documents/papa-francesco_20200916_udienza-generale.html
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请点击链接观看。
别忘了与其他教友朋友分享。
请订阅我们的 Youtube 频道，并在我们的 Facebook 

专页点赞，可获得堂区资讯与信息。

11月28日起，星期六，早上10时

11月28日起，星期六，早上10.30时

将通过以下 Facebook 与 Youtube 链接播放。

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG
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Dear Parishioners of the Church of Saints Peter and Paul,
These are the schedules for Christmas and year-end.
亲爱的圣伯多禄圣保禄堂教友们，
以下是圣诞节与2021元旦的弥撒时间:

Thursday 24 December 2020  - Christmas Eve (圣诞前夕) 
9.00pm: Mandarin Vigil Mass ( 华语圣诞前夕弥撒)

Friday 25 December 2020 - Christmas Day (圣诞节) 
Midnight(凌晨12点): English Midnight Mass (英语子夜弥撒), 8.30am: Mandarin Mass (华语天明弥撒), 11.00am: 
English Mass  (英语天明弥撒)

Thursday 31 December 2020 - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God  (元旦前夕) 
5.30pm : English Mass (英语弥撒)

(MARS) Mass Attendance Registration System (MARS教区预定系统开放时间如下)

MARS 1st booking (MARS第一次开放)
Opens Tuesday 24 Nov at 9.00am: 1 Weekend Mass + 31 Dec Weekday Mass (exclude Christmas eve and 
Christmas day masses)
(11月24日, 9.00am): 可选择1次周末弥撒+12月31日(元旦前夕) - 5.30pm:英语弥撒

MARS 2nd booking  (MARS第二次开放)
Opens Tuesday 8 Dec at 9.00am: Can book 1 more Weekend Mass + 31 Dec Weekday Mass (exclude Christmas eve 
and Christmas day masses), subject to availability
(12月8日, 9.00am): 可选择1次周末弥撒+12月31日(元旦前夕) - 5.30pm:英语弥撒，先到先得。

MARS 3rd booking  (MARS第三次开放)
Opens Tuesday 15 Dec at 9.00am: Christmas eve and Christmas day Masses will be open for booking + Weekend 
Masses for the rest of December + 31 Dec weekday Mass, subject to availability. Parishioners can book only 1 
Christmas Mass on either 24 or 25 December. This is to allow as many people to attend Christmas Mass as possible.
(12月15日, 9.00am): 可选择圣诞弥撒(为了让更多教友参与圣诞弥撒，只允许在12月24日与12月25日选择一台弥撒) 
+1次周末弥撒+12月31日(元旦前夕) - 5.30pm:英语弥撒，先到先得。



To make MASS OFFERINGS during this
Circuit Breaker period

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using

Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A
For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend –

<Your Name>”. Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg
with subject title: Mass Offering. 

Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass
is intended for,the Intention, Your Name (as the requester),

Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, Name of the 

Person the Mass is intended for, the Intention, Your Name
(as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A

Method 2: via Cheque
Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to

“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT mail cash.



The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG
https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/

Every Thursday
10.00am 

Send in your petitions and thanksgiving letters
to the email or through Facebook Messenger below



Stay awake, because you do not know when the master of the house is coming - Mark 13:33-37

This Advent, reflect on the areas in your life that you need to awaken from, such as being more 
intentional at prayer time. In what ways can you actively wait for the coming Word during this 
season and then, share these thoughts with a friend.

Alternatively, you may use our 2020 Advent Weekly Reflection video for your reflection with the 
following link:  https://bit.ly/Advent2020Week1

GIFT 2020: Passing the Baton of Faith. This weekend, the Catholic Foundation is renewing its annual 
appeal for the GIFT (Giving in Faith & Thankfulness) programme to build a more vibrant, evangelising 
and missionary Church. Share the gift of faith and support the organisations and projects of the archdio-
cese by making a monthly giving pledge – the most reliable source of funding for the archdiocese. Or, 
give via PayNow (UEN: 201231391K). Pick up the GIFT 2020 brochure or visit catholicfoundation.sg 
for more info.

Tell others about Jesus.



CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a 
free subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best 
Catholic resources for children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to 
sppchurch.formed.org. See that the name of Church is stated there. Click “Next”. 
Enter your name, email address and click “Sign Up”. You’re are ready to enjoy 
You’re ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! FORMED 
app is also available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!

FORMED provides the very best Catholic content from more than 60 organizations

to help parishes, families and individuals explore their faith anywhere.

Supporting thousands of movies, children’s programs, ebooks, audio, parish

programs and studies direct to your browser, mobile or connected device.

Watch, listen and read,
anywhere, anytime.



Bring along
valid identification

Verification of
Mass booking

through MARS

Safe entry and
check temperature

Check-Out and
DO NOT gather
in church after mass

scan
QR code

at the pew
Adhere to
safe distancing
and DO NOT
change your seat

Wear
your mask
at all times

Follow 
directional signs
and instructions

DO NOT
SIT HERE

CHECK-IN

CHECK-OUT

bit.ly/sppctr Contact
Tracing

These measures are in accordance to MCCY guidlines and may be changed based on government advisory and COVID-19 situation.

As we prepare to return back to church for Mass,
be patient and follow the safety measures and

the instructions from our volunteers.

https://mycatholic.sg/schedule

Church of
Saints Peter and Paul



SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other person  concerned. The 
Parish Building is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will 
include the columbarium. For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be 
closed. Subsequent niche blessings and internment of urns will take place on 
Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis only. 

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of  
 our Church and Mass offerings; 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and
 Community;
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent
 de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr THOMAS LIM 
OCD, Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be 
administered from 5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at 
the baptistery (back of the church). On Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before 
each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)

Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),

  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)

Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm

Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)

Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)

Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 

Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)

Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily

Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am - 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am - 1.00pm

Lunch hours : 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.

Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

SUSPENDED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE

During this period, our office staff 
will be working from home. If you 

have any enquries, you can still call 
the office number or email to us. 

 


