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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

At a meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 27th November, 2013, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors J Armstrong, S Clark, K Duggan, FS Duggan, R Makepeace,  

L McKendrick and D Robb 
and County Councillors D Bell and A Bonner 

 
 

65. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 

There were no apologies for absence, all Members of the Council being present. 
 

66. RESIGNATION OF MEMBER 
 
The Clerk reported that Councillor P Clark had submitted her resignation as a Member of the Council.  
 
Resolved: (i) That a letter of thanks be sent to Councillor P Clark for her contribution during her time 
as a councillor.  
 
(ii)  That a casual vacancy be declared.  
 
67. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no declarations of interest of requests for dispensations.  
 

68. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

County Councillors reported on the following items: 
 

 The County Council had to find further savings over the next 2 years, and AAPs were working 
with local residents and groups to identify priorities.  Ultimately, however, difficult decisions 
would have to be made.   

 The Fire Service had begun work on its budget for 2014/2015 and was considering going to a 
referendum to increase the precept by more than 2%, otherwise services would have to be 
reduced.  

 The consultation on the Council’s proposal to close its remaining care homes was ongoing.   
 At a recent meeting with the Highways Department, discussion took place in relation to verge 

hardening in Willow Road.  This was ongoing.  
 The new bus shelter had now been installed in Willow Road.  Information from the County 

Council had shown that the stop was well used and a replacement of the shelter was 
therefore justified.  

 The Mid Durham AAP area budget events had now been completed.  Unfortunately the Esh 
Winning event had been very poorly attended.  Parish Councillors noted that as leaflets 
publicising the event had been distributed 5 weeks in advance, people may have forgotten.  In 
addition, the event had taken place in the Parish Centre, but it had been described as the 
‘hall’ on literature which had caused confusion. 

 
Matters drawn to the County Councillors’ attention included: 
 

 Footpaths between Esh Winning and Cornsay Colliery were in a poor state of repair and 
people with wheelchairs or pushchairs struggled to use them.  

 Following heavy rain and flooding, the edged of the road from Cornsay Village past 
Greenacres had steep drops off the side, which could be dangerous if pedestrians stepped 
aside to avoid oncoming traffic.  
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69. MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on 25th September, 2013, were confirmed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman, subject to the inclusion of Councillors FS and K Duggan in the list of 
apologies.  
 

70. MATTERS ARISING 
 

Minute 60 - The Clerk reported that the Banner Group had advised that the headteacher 
of Esh Winning Primary School had given her agreement for the banner to be 
displayed in the Community Centre.  Arrangements would be made for the 
banner to be placed on display. 

Minute 61 - The Clerk reported that an article had been received from the Esh Winning 
Mining Memorial Group as requested and would be featured in the next 
edition of the newsletter.  

 

71. FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

(a) The following payments, due in October, had been agreed in consultation with 3 Councillors 
in view of the October meeting being inquorate: 
 
(i) £153.36 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for October.  
(ii) £38.40 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for October.  
(iii) £40.91 to CDALC in respect of the purchase of ‘Local Councils Explained’. 
(iv) £1,080.00 to Lanchester Garden Centre in respect of planters. 

 
Resolved: That the above payments be ratified by the Council.  

 
(b) Agreement was given for the payment of: 

 

(i) £126.54 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for November. 
(ii) £31.60 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for September. 
(iii) £49.00 to Makepeace Landscapes in respect of grasscutting. 
(iv) £45.00 to TRACC in respect of play areas. 
(v) £45.00 to Cornsay Village Residents Association in respect of play areas. 
(vi) £135.44 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for December. 
(vii) £34.00 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for December.  

 

(c) Cheques issued:  
 

(i) 25th Sep 2013 £ 163.11 Clerk’s wages    No. 636 
(ii) 25th Sep 2013 £ 40.80 HMRC     No. 637 
(iii) 25th Sep 2013 £ 98.00 Makepeace Landscapes   No. 638 
(iv) 25th Sep 2013 £ 65.00 TRACC     No. 639 
(v) 25th Sep 2013 £ 35.00 Cornsay Village Residents Association No. 640 
(vi) 25th Sep 2013  £ 22.00 Funding Information North East  No. 641 
(vii) 30th Oct 2013 £ 153.63 Clerk’s wages    No. 642 
(viii) 30th Oct 2013 £ 38.40 HMRC     No. 644 
(ix) 30th Oct 2013 £ 1,080.00 Lanchester Garden Centre  No. 645 
(x) 30th Oct 2013 £ 40.91 CDALC     No. 646 

 

(d) Cash at Bank: 
 

Northern Rock  £15,748.16 
Barclays  £18,855.21 
Unity Trust  £6,791.66 

 
(e) Quarterly Financial Report 

 
Copies of the quarterly financial report for the period July - September had been circulated for 
information.  
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72. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Bishop Auckland Town 
Council  

- Invitation to Mayor’s ecumenical Service to be held on 22nd 
December. 
Resolved: That the invitation be noted. 
 

(b) Brandon & Byshottles 
Parish Council 

- Notification that the next meeting of the Mid-Durham Parish 
Councils Committee was to be held on 18th January 2014. 
Resolved: That the information be noted. 
 

(c) CDALC 
 

- Correspondence received from Chairman of CDALC in relation 
to the withdrawal of financial support currently received from 
Durham County Council.  
Resolved: That the information be noted. 
 

(d) Mid Durham AAP   - Information received in relation to Village Vote events. 
Resolved: That the information be noted. 
 

(e) North East War 
Memorials Project 

- Request for funding towards cost of new website.  
Resolved: That no donation be made.  
 

(f) Durham County Council - Consultation on the future of Council run residential homes.  
Resolved: That the consultation be noted. 
 

(g) Durham County Council - Consultation on review of the Council’s Statement of Licensing 
Policy.  
Resolved: That the consultation be noted. 
 

(h) Real Choice College - Request for donation. 
Resolved: That no donation be made.  

 
73. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

Mr & Mrs 
Goldsmith 

5 Kingfisher Close 
Esh Winning  
 

Garage Conversion  

Resolved: That no objection be made subject to the creation of the second parking space to 
retain the existing level of off-street parking, such space being retained in perpetuity.  
 
S Richardson Cornsay House Farm 

Cornsay 
Proposed extension to east elevation of 
furniture warehouse building to provide office 
space 
 

Resolved: That no objection be made to this application, but concern be expressed as to the 
sustainability of such a business in this location. 
 
S Richardson Cornsay House Farm 

Cornsay 
Erection of 1 No. wind turbine of 15m hub 
height and 19.8m tip height 
 

Resolved: That an objection be made to this application on the grounds of the visual impact, 
cumulative impact of wind turbines on the landscape, proximity to public rights of way and the 
overbearing impact.  

 
74. CORNSAY VILLAGE PLAY AREA 
 
The swings on the village green at Cornsay were in need of painting.  
 
Resolved: That the Clerk seek costs for having this work carried out in spring.  
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75. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 
The Clerk reported that the Economic Regeneration Officer at Durham County Council had been 
working on the Lottery application, following the change in design of the form and the information 
required.  
 
Following completion of the draft application, the Clerk had had the opportunity to discuss the 
application with staff at the Big Lottery, who had provided some useful feedback which could be 
incorporated into the application.  
 
One key issue however was ensuring development and sustainability of the new centre, and since 
the change in the application process, it was now possible to apply for revenue funding to cover up to 
3 years.  The possibility existed therefore to consider applying for funding towards the cost of a 
development/marketing officer whose role would be developing activities and marketing the centre to 
the people and groups identified in the application.  This person would also be responsible for 
monitoring and reporting on the Lottery application in line with funding requirements.  It was 
recommended therefore that this aspect be included within the application.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted, and the application be developed as recommended.   
 
76. STANDING ORDERS 
 
The Council had previously adopted the NALC template standing orders, which set out how the 
Council would operate, these Standing Orders having been updated on an ad hoc basis to reflect 
changes in legislation or the Council’s procedures.  
 
NALC had now produced a revised version of the Standing Orders, to accompany the release of 
‘Local Councils Explained’.  The new Standing Orders contained up-to-date provisions reflecting 
legislation and it was recommended that the new version be adapted and development to meet the 
Council’s needs.  
 
Resolved: That the Clerk review the NALC template standing order for future consideration and 
approval by the Council. 
 
77. BUDGET SETTING 
 
The Council had traditionally considered its budget and set its precept in November each year to 
meet the deadline for notification to the County Council.  
 
Since the Government had made changes to the Council Tax benefit regime, the Council was unable 
to set its precept until such time as certain information had been made available.  It was expected 
that this would be in mid December. To meet the deadline for notification of the Council’s precept 
demand, it was therefore necessary to arrange a special meeting for this purpose in January.    
 
Resolved: That a Special Meeting of the Council be held on Wednesday 15th January, 2014, to set 
the Council’s budget and precept for 2014/2015. 
 
78. YOUTH SHELTER 
 
The Clerk reported that the youth shelter project had not been chosen at the public vote to receive 
funding, and the Mid Durham AAP were enquiring how the Council now wished to proceed.  
 
Resolved: That the AAP be advised that the situation remained, as previously agreed, that the would 
to insure a youth shelter and lease the site, but did not have the capacity to source funding or project 
manage. 
 
 

The Meeting closed at 8.10 pm 
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Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
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