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Both the Northern (Pseudophryne pengilleyi) and Southern 
(P. corroboree) Corroboree Frogs are highly endangered alpine 
species endemic to southeast Australia. It is likely that these frogs 
would already be extinct if it were not for the captive breeding 
conservation efforts in places such as Healesville Sanctuary in 
Victoria, and the Taronga Conservation Society in New South 
Wales to supplement the wild populations. Scientific illustrations 
such as this are produced as freehand custom original pieces by 
Helen Grey in colored pencil, where she works in consultation 
with field researchers to ensure anatomical and ecological 
accuracy. To complete this piece Grey worked from several 
photos and advice from threatened species scientists, Zak Atkins 
and David Hunter. The process was filmed and photographed, 
with the videos and photos posted to her social media accounts 
to help educate the public on these frogs, conservation efforts, 
and the artistic techniques used.

The Guthega Skink (Liopholis guthega) is not only Australia’s 
highest-elevation endemic reptile but it is also endangered, 
with a quickly shrinking alpine habitat. Otherwise known as 
the Snowy Mountains Skink, this little reptile is only found in 

two discreet alpine plateaus, the Bogong High Plains in Victoria, 
and Kosciuszko National Park in New South Wales. The two 
populations have been separated for nearly one million years 
and are one of Zoo Victoria’s priority species to conserve, with 
a captive breeding program running in Healesville Sanctuary 
for the purpose of genetic rescue. This skink lives in colonial 
burrows made up of family groups, giving birth to 1–3 live young 
in later summer, and hibernating for 5 months under the snow in 
the cooler months. At birth, the neonates are born with distinct 
bright spots which disappear with maturity and are replaced by 
three dorsal stripes. It was morphological details such as these 
that Grey had to learn to accurately draw this animal. The final 
illustration shows a sub-adult individual, where the dorsal stripes 
are present as well as a few juvenile spots.

This artwork was completed in colored pencil in consultation 
with Zak Atkins. As this piece is completely custom, it involved 
Grey learning about the skink and reviewing the many photos 
and videos submitted to her from field researchers. In particular, 
she focused on its habitat, markings, and behavior so that the 
draft sketch, and later the rendering, would offer an accurate 

Southern Corroboree frog – Pseudophryne corroboree 5 × 8 inches
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representation of the animal. Also featured is the alpine berry 
known as Snow-beard Heath which comprises a significant part 
of this skink’s diet during the summer months. This berry was 
requested to be included in the illustration by the researcher. 

Grey is a self-taught Australian artist primarily specializing 
in colored pencil works like those featured here. Her academic 
background is in biological sciences, where she was an instructor 
at Deakin University for undergraduate zoology and physiology 
units. She later completed her Masters and moved on to 
Secondary teaching as a senior biology, psychology, and general 
science teacher in the public school sector of Victoria, Australia. 
She had shown an acute interest in art and drawing since 
childhood; however, she had not had much time to complete 
any works once she left school. This changed in 2018 when she 
went on maternity leave and registered as a business providing 
portraiture and scientific illustration work for commission 
and private sale. She intends to continue this work, with the 
aim of completing more scientific and wildlife illustrations for 
educational and research purposes, as well as moving more so 
into paleoart.

Most of Grey’s wildlife and scientific illustrations can be 
viewed on her website and social media platforms, and can be 
purchased as originals where available, or limited fine art print 
lines. She can also be contacted via these platforms to further 
discuss her work, or possible commission requests: website: 
www.helengreyartandscience.com.au; Facebook: www.facebook.
com/helengreyartandscience; Instagram: www.instagram.com/
helen_grey_artandscience.

Guthega Skink – Liopholis guthega 8 × 11 inches


