
Power and Authority
Giving Orders

 
The church has been given authority to rule over satan and all his demons. We do not have authority to
control human wills, but we do have the ability to disarm the demon spirits that operate through human
beings. So many Christians are not aware of the authority that Jesus has given them, and allow the devil
to get away with oppressing them and their families. Jesus spoke directly to His disciples and said this:
 
Luke 10:19(KJV) Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the
power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 
 

• Power – Gk exousia – authority (NIV translates better)

Luke 10:19(NIV) I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the
power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 
 

• Oxford Dictionary defines authority this way
• Authority - the power or right to give orders, make decisions, and enforce obedience
• We have been given authority over everything the devil does
• He should not be allowed to put sickness, poverty, or depression upon any of us, but many allow him

to do so
Hosea 4:6(KJV) My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge….. 
 
Proverbs 9:10(NIV) “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One
is
understanding.  
 

• Reverencing and respecting God is the path to wisdom and understanding. Knowledge of the Holy
One is the most important knowledge we can gain

• We cannot expect to effectively use the authority we have been given without the knowledge of
God

• Where do I find out about God? In His Word!
• Let’s look again at the definition of authority
• the power or right to give orders, make decisions, and enforce obedience
• Let’s look at giving orders

 
Luke 17:6(NIV) He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry
tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you.

• You can say – it will obey!
• I can say – it will obey!
• The authority of command, to give orders is in the spoken word of God

Matthew 8:5-11(KJV) And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto him a centurion,
beseeching him, And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented. And
Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him. The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy
that thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed. For I
am a man under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to
another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. When Jesus heard it, he
marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in
Israel. 
 

• The centurion understood command: receiving orders, giving orders, and expecting obedience



• The centurion understood command: receiving orders, giving orders, and expecting obedience
• Jesus said speak to the mulberry tree and it will obey you
• Faith operates by giving orders
• If I never give any orders, I cannot expect obedience
• I received orders as a child, and my parents expected obedience
• Jesus Gives Orders

 

Mark 4:36-40(KJV) And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the
ship. And there were also with him other little ships. And there arose a great storm of wind, and the
waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full. And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a
pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish? And he arose, and
rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great
calm. And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith? 
 

• Jesus knew that all he had to do was say, and the weather would obey
• Hail story
• Jesus asked his disciples in the boat with Him “how is it that you have no faith?”
• Why didn’t you issue orders to the weather and let me sleep?
• Our faith is demonstrated by the orders we give
• We have the right, the authority to give orders

 
Luke 10:19(KJV) Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the
power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you

• Power Gk exousia – authority
• Like the centurion who obeyed orders and gave orders, we must obey the orders of the Word and

give orders by the Word
• Jesus gives me the authority and right to give orders
• We have the right to order the devil
• The right to order sickness and disease
• The right to order finances
• Jesus gives me the authority and right to give orders
• I WILL say – it WILL obey – I have the right to give orders!

 
 


