
 
 
 
 

 

May 6 Tom Harryman, “Passion & 
 Perversity: The Inner Chambers 
 of Edgar Allan Poe” 

 

May 13 Confirmation Sunday 
 

May 20 Graduate Recognition & Welcoming 
 of New Members Sunday 

 

May 27 Summer Worship Hours Begin: 
 9:00 Traditional Service 
 11:00  Contemporary Service 

 

June 3 Young Families Gathering at 
 S.L. Aquatic Center 

 
June 10 Austin Channing Brown,  

 Speaker on Race Relations 
 

June 19 Spring Lake Neighborhood Picnic 
 at SL Central Park 

 

June 24 Second Annual Golf Scramble 
 

July 8 Young Families Gathering at  
 Connor Bayou Park 

 

July 24 Grand Haven Neighborhood Picnic 
 at Pottawatomie Park 

 

July 29 Young Families Gathering at 
 Kirk Park 

 

Aug. 14 Neighborhood Picnic at 
 North Beach Park 

Upcoming Events 
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Summer Worship 
Hours Begin May 27! 

 
 
 
 

9:00 a.m. 
Traditional Service 

 

11:00 a.m. 
Contemporary Service 

 

Community Artist & Speaker Series 
presents 

“Passion & Perversity:  
The Inner Chambers of Edgar Allan Poe” 

Sunday, May 6 
 

Have you ever wondered what goes on in the mind  

of a literary giant? In this one-act play, the audience 

will get to hear what led suspense writer Poe to such 

masterpieces as "The Imp of the Perverse," "Lenore," 

"The Tell-Tale Heart" and "The Raven." Through 

Poe's letters, stories and poems, local actor and 

Muskegon Community College professor Tom 

 Harryman presents the play.  
 

“All of the words in ‘Passion and Perversity’ have 

been written by Poe, they've just been rearranged by me," said Harryman. 

"The perversity comes from one of the stories that knits this whole piece 

together, ‘The Imp of the Perverse.’ The parts that I arranged and 

compiled have to do with Poe’s later writings. It includes selections from 

some stories, his poems, and from his letters.” 
 

These events are part of the Community Artist and Speaker Series and are 

free and open to the public. All are welcome. 
 

Austin Channing Brown, Speaker 

RESCHEDULED for Sunday, June 10 
 

Known as a fierce defender of civil discourse related 

to race relations with specific reference to 

encouraging open dialogue and tolerance between 

African American and white communities, Austin 

Channing Brown will be speaking on her experiences 

and perspectives on this topic.  
 

Please join us at 4:00 p.m. on June 10, and have the 

opportunity to ask Ms. Brown questions as we explore this timely and 

important topic. In addition to the afternoon event, Austin Channing Brown 

will be speaking in both worship services that morning. 

 

These events are part of the Community Artist and Speaker Series  

and are  free and open to the public. 

Tom Harryman as Edgar 
Allan Poe 
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Prayer Concerns:  
Tom Braak, Nancy Holmes,  
Margaret Johnson, Roy Lindberg, 
Margaret Linebaugh, Sue Roper,  
and Evelyn Wood 

 
Prayers of Praise! 
for answered prayers of healing for 
Carol Folkert and Frank Steinhauer 

  
Our Sympathy:  
 to Marge Coffey, on the death of her 
sister-in-law, Marcia Griffen, who 
passed away on April 18, 2018. 

 
Congratulations! 
 to great-grandmother, Dorothy Miller 
and grandmother, Linda Green on the 
April 10th birth of Myla Kay. Parents 
are Kellie & Brandon Birchmeier. 

  
 to Tabatha and Patrick Duell and 
family on the birth of their grandson, 
Henry Oliver Kurello, on April 21, 
2018. 

  
 to grandparents, David and Jane 
Dornbos, Aunt Kristin and Uncle 
Marc Felt and cousins Tenley and 
Malin on the birth of Adam Howard 
Dornbos. Adam was born on April 25 
to Jacob and Stina Dornbos, in  
Stockholm, Sweden. 

 
 to Jacob and Sarah Cook and big  
sister Norah on the birth of  Bennett 
John Cook on April 27, 2018.  

 
Thank you! 
 “We are so thankful for this congregation, 
our ministers, deacons, men’s group, 
and community of caring people who 
have helped us through some stormy 
seas up to and following Frank’s  
surgeries, recovery, and acute rehab.  

 

 We are very grateful for the many 
visits, cards, posts, texts, telephone 
calls, hugs, prayers, gas money, meals 
and all the ways God has worked  
through your friendship so Frank 
could return back home.  

 

 With love and glory to God,”  
 

  Becky and Frank Steinhauer 
 
 Thank you to everyone who helped 
out with our spring grounds clean up 
on April 28. Many hands made for 
light work! - FPC Staff 

In Our Church 

Every month, we publish birthdays of our members and 
friends who are no longer able to come to church 
regularly, as well as those affiliated with the church who 
are in the military. Bless their special day with a card 
from their church family! 
 

May 11  LaMar VanHaaften 
Robbinswood 
1125 Robbins Road 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

May 14 Harvey Beute 
15001 Pine Ridge Road 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

May 19 Gerry VanStratt 
Christian Haven Home 
704 Pennoyer, 20E 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

May 28 Susan McClellan 
Village at the Pines 
1450 S. Ferry, Apt. 228 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 

June 15 Barb Casemier 
Sierra 
16216 Mercury Drive 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

June 22 Charlie Davis 
Sierra 
16216 Mercury Drive 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

Family Ministries 
Search Update 

 

To keep you informed about our  

Children and Youth Ministries  

staffing process, here is what we’ve 

been up to in April: 
 

 Both searches have interviewed 

several candidates. 
 

 The search for a Children’s Director 

is nearing completion. 
 

 The Youth and Young Adults  

Director search is moving to  

second level interviews with our  

top candidates. 
 

We hope to have both of these  

positions filled in the coming weeks.   
 

Thank you for your prayers! 

 

Chancel Flowers 
 

Every Sunday, the chancel in the front of the sanctuary is graced by beautiful 

flowers sponsored by church members. We currently have flower 

sponsorship openings on July 15 and August 26.  
 

If you would like to sponsor the flowers on any of those 

mornings, please contact Sue Ochs at  231-780-3717 or 

email: s2123@aol.com. 

Graduate 
Recognition Sunday 

May 20 
 

All graduates (high 

school, college, or 

other), please plan 

to bring your caps 

and gowns to 

worship on May 

20, which is the day we will be 

recognizing your accomplishments!  
 

Please also complete a form regarding 

your future plans so we can feature 

you in a graduation display! Forms 

are available in the church office and 

are due by May 13. 
 

Congratulations! 

mailto:s2123@aol.com
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When 
 I first thought 
about being a 

pastor, I assumed I would spend 
much of my time writing sermons, 
baptizing lots of people, and presiding 
at the occasional funeral or wedding. 
I did not think I would have a life 
filled with business, but I do! Much 
of pastoral ministry is the slow burn 
of committee meetings, budgets, and 
conversations about the church’s  
vision, in addition to the preaching, 
teaching, and helping that I imagined. 
But I have grown thankful for the 
ministry of meetings and budgets, and 
I am thankful to all our members who 
participate in these committee meet-
ings as ministry. To my surprise all of 
this behind-the-scenes work has given 
me a love for encouraging people in 
how they think about money in their 
lives and in the church.  
 
The sermons throughout May and 
into June will help us think together 
about money, possessions, wealth, 
poverty, legacy, and tithing. I have 
found that if I don’t aim to master 
money under the direction of God’s 
plan, then money tries to master me.  
I believe that I am not alone in this!  
I hope that we can think biblically 
and theologically about these topics 
to take steps in the direction of  

mastering money so that we can be 
wise stewards with it.  
 
We’ll begin with the biblical founda-
tions of our Christian understanding 
of money. What does the Bible have 
to say about it? How are we to be 
faithful in this area? What have other 
great thinkers said about money and 
the church? We’ll then look into what 
it means to learn how to live with a 
mentality of trust and abundance. 
How can we be trustworthy in our 
personal finances? How do we do this 
together as a church? I am sure many 
of us have practical questions about 
finances and giving, and we’ll take 
time to address some of those. (If you 
have any questions you’re interested 
in having answered, let me know! I 
have a list, but I’d be happy to grow 
it!) God gives us resources not only 
for our personal benefit but also for 
the benefit of others. The Bible has a 
lot to say about how we share our 
resources. Finally, we all have a  
legacy that we are building. We’ll 
take a look at our legacy, and we’ll 
see how this church we love is part of 
that legacy.  
 
Spring is here, which means we’re 
tilling the soil for our gardens. We’re 
planting our seeds. We’re watering 

and fertilizing them. I think the way 
we handle money has a lot of  
similarities to the way we garden. It 
takes intentional effort. It takes a 
plan. With patience, it bears fruit.  
Ultimately, our gardens bear far more 
produce than we can keep to  
ourselves, so we share with neighbors. 
As you plant your garden this spring, 
I hope this sermon series will resonate 
with you and that you will find  
encouragement for your life and for 
the church.  
 
There is so much going on in May 
beyond this series, so I hope you’ll be 
here with us or tune in online. We 
will see several of our youth confirm 
their faith on Mother’s Day. We are 
receiving new members and honoring 
our graduates on Pentecost. We are 
gearing up for some summer fun. It’s 
been great to see so many of you back 
in church after your travels. Let’s 
have a wonderful May of ministry 
together! 
  
In Christ, 
 

 
Pastor Troy 
  
 

From Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

From the Session of FPC 
 

News from the April 2018 Session Meeting 
 

In an effort to keep all members in the loop, a brief monthly summary of the last Session meeting will appear every 
month in The Tidings. If you want more detail, the Session minutes are posted on www.fpgh.org. 
 

Highlights: 

 We held our annual joint meeting with the Board of Deacons, hearing an update from Pastor Troy. 

 We approved additional members for both the Children’s and Mission Committees. 

 We approved a Wage and Salary Administration Standard Practices Bulletin to establish a set process for  
evaluating staff compensation relevant to current market data. 

 We approved the purchase of a second camera to enhance the A/V capacity of the sanctuary and our Facebook  
Live broadcasts. 

 We approved a change in Rev. VanderWal’s contract to add health insurance for her family. 
 

It is our joy to serve Christ as the Session of First Presbyterian Church. Keep us in your prayers. 
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In Our Church 

Summer Neighborhood Picnics 
 

Last year was so much fun, we’re going to do it again! We are planning a  

series of “neighborhood” picnics to give you a chance to connect with people 

who live in your neck of the woods! The picnics will be at local parks, so kids 

can run and play together. This is also a great opportunity to get to know  

members who may attend a different worship service than you typically attend. 
 

Dates and Locations: 

Tuesday, June 19: Central Park in Spring Lake (Ace Hardware entrance) 

Tuesday, July 24: Pottawatomie Park, (shelter #1) 

Tuesday, August 14: North Beach Park (picnic shelter, both sides) 
 

Time: 

5:00-7:00 p.m. 
 

Bring: 

...a side dish or dessert to share  

...bag chairs if desired 
 

The church will provide BBQ chicken 
 

If you are not able to attend the picnic in your 

neighborhood, feel free to drop in  

to any of the others that fit your schedule. 

Young Family  
Gatherings 

 

The Young Families Small Group  
extends a warm invitation to all to 
join them for fun get-togethers this 
summer! 
 

We have made reservations for the  
following venues: 
 

Sunday, June 3  
12:30-2:30 p.m. 

Spring Lake Aquatic Center 

Lunch and swim in the family pool 
  

Sunday, July 8 
late afternoon (specific time TBD) 

Connor Bayou Park 

 Lunch and fun! 
 

Sunday, July 29 
3:00-6:00 p.m. 

Kirk Park Beach  

Bring something to share,  
we’ll have stuff to grill 

 
Invite your friends—all are welcome! 

Summertime “Switch-It-Up”  
Challenge from Pastor Jill 

 
Friends, spring is reluctantly here and summer is around the corner. Last  

summer we hosted neighborhood picnics as a way for you to get to know others 

in your area. Each one had about 40 people in attendance and we had a great 

time of sharing good food, fried chicken and stories. Name tags helped us learn 

new names and it was a great chance for all generations to get to be together.  
 

This summer we are again organizing summer  

neighborhood picnics as a way to connect, and we 

have the All-Church Whitecaps game on Sunday  

August 26th.  I have heard a few comments lately 

from members saying they are unfamiliar with the 

group that attends a different worship service than 

them. So—my summer “switch-it-up” challenge is for 

you to attend a service ONCE A MONTH that you do not normally attend—so 

that gives you three times to grow in community with those you may not know 

as well. Summer worship times are 9 and 11. 
 

It may be uncomfortable at first but I believe if you take me up on this  

challenge you will have a renewed appreciation and understanding for the  

diversity and richness of our entire church family. So give it a try, and let me 

know how it goes! (Don’t forget to wear your name tags!). 

 
 
 

Save the Date! 
 

 
 

Sunday, August 26 

1:00 p.m. 

All-Church Whitecaps Outing 
 

Stay tuned for more details! 
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Tidings article deadline for the June issue: May 18, 2018 
Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or firstpres@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 

In Our Church 

BINGO!  
 

Everybody likes a good game of Bingo, and for some 

older folks in assisted living facilities, it can be the 

highlight of their day! 

 

Twice a month, on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the 

month, representatives from First Presbyterian Church 

help with Bingo at Sanctuary at the Shore from  

6:00—7:30 p.m. This is easy and rewarding work,  

and can even be quite fun. We are currently in need of 

several more helpers—kids and teens are welcome to help as well! 

 

If you would like to help out, please contact Lisa Hurley at  

hurleylm11@gmail.com. We are also always looking for Bingo prizes like 

small stuffed animals, candy bars, and jewelry that is easy to put on and take 

off. Donations may be dropped off in the church office. 

Cooking and Caring 
 

Do you like to 
cook?  Does feeding 
family and friends 
feel like a good way 
to show your 
love?  If this sounds 
like you, we’d love 
to have you join our ministry to prepare 
a meal for a family experiencing  
sickness or surgery, or is busy with a 
new baby. With lots of volunteers no 
one will be called on too often. 
 
Please volunteer by contacting Nancy 
Holmes by phone or email at (616) 
443-4339 or ndyh1914@gmail.com 

Responding to God’s Generosity 

“…give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over,  
will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.” - Luke 6:38 

 

The Generosity Committee features occasional “testimonials” from church members on what they are grateful for, why 

they give of their time, talents, and treasures, and why they are motivated to support the church financially with annual 

contributions and with planned gifts as members of the church’s Ferry Legacy Society. This time, the committee talked 

with Bob and Sally Kenrick: 
 

From the Kenricks: 

First Presbyterian Church: what a special place to worship, serve others, grow spiritually, 

and make life-long friends! 
 

Both of us have gotten much more back than we have given by serving as elders, deacons, 

as part of the Geneva Choir, in Presbyterian Women, as ushers, etc.  Hopefully, with help 

from all of us, our church can continue to make a difference here in our community and  

the world. 
 

Please consider joining us in the Ferry Legacy Society by remembering the church in your 

estate planning. Together we can help ensure that the ministry of First Presbyterian Church  

goes forward for many years to come. 
 

Named in honor of FPC's founding pastor, the William Montague Ferry Legacy Society was established to recognize 

living church members and friends who have remembered the church in their wills or as a beneficiary of any type of  

legacy, planned or deferred gift through their estate plans.  Anyone can become a member of the Ferry Legacy Society, 

regardless of amount committed.  Legacy gifts -- whether large or small -- help ensure the continued vitality of the 

church's mission and ministries for many generations to come.  Please contact the church office for further information. 

tel:%28616%29%20443-4339
tel:%28616%29%20443-4339
mailto:ndyh1914@gmail.com
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Every month, the Mission  

Committee collects non-perishable 

food and household goods like 

shampoo, toilet paper and laundry 

detergent for local food pantries.  

This month’s donations will go to  

The People Center.  

Special requests for  

this month are: 

 Canned Fruit 

 Canned Stew 

We are now accepting donated items 

all month long. Please bring 

donations to the designated spot in 

the Gathering Area.  
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May  
Food Collection  

Habitat for Humanity 
Fundraiser 

Hops for Homes 
Thursday, June 7 

Grand Haven Golf Club 
 

Featuring: 

Craft beer tasting, burgers & brats, 

yard games and silent auction, and 

music by Jack Leaver 
 

Time: 5-8 pm 
 

Cost: $35 in advance  

or $40 at the door 
 

Tickets are available  

in the church office. 

For more information on what’s  

happening at the Tri-cities Habitat for 

Humanity, follow this link:  

https://bit.ly/2q5q7cJ 

International Aid Hygiene Kits 
 

International Aid is always collecting items to be included in their hygiene 
kits. These kits are sent to their partners in the United States and countries all 
over the world as a first line of defense against the spread of illness, a first step 
toward good health, and a form of tangible hope in a small package for those 
who are suffering. Hygiene kits help to meet both physical and spiritual needs 
of the people they serve. 
 

Each Hygiene Kit Includes: 
 

 12-16 oz. bottle of shampoo 
 3-6.4 oz. size bar soap 
 wash cloth 
 4-6 oz. tube toothpaste (can remove from box) 
 toothbrush 
 comb (unbreakable) 
 2-6 oz. hand sanitizer 
 2.5-3.5 oz. normal size stick deodorant (no spray) 

 heavy duty one-gallon sealable plastic bag to store all the items 
 

First Presbyterian Church will be collecting the above items starting May 1 
through the end of June. There will be a designated box in the library for the 
hygiene kits. Your donations are both very much needed and appreciated. 

Pentecost Special Offering, May 20 
 

Each year on Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit and 
the birthday of the church. The Holy Spirit connects us with the church of the 
past, continues to inspire the church of today, and points us to the church of 
the future. This celebration is marked by receiving the Pentecost Offering 
which helps nurture the faith of those who are the church to come—children, 
youth, and young adults. 

 

 40% of this offering remains with our congregation to be given this year 
to the Joyful Noise Christian Childcare Scholarship Fund. This fund helps 
to offset tuition costs for students in need. 

 

 25% supports youth ministries such as scholarship grants to the 2019  
Presbyterian Youth Triennium, funding for the daily digital devotion at 
www.d364.org, as well as grants for resources for youth ministry. 

 

 10% supports the child advocacy initiative “Educate a Child, Transform 
 the World” affirmed at the 2014 General  
 Assembly to better the lives of one million  
 children by 2020. 
 

 25% goes to the Young Adult Volunteer 
YAV) serving communities experience. Vol-
unteers are trained to engage in mission sites 
in the U.S. and around the world. One-third of 
those who complete this program go on to 
seminary. Others serve as youth leaders in 
congregations or as Sunday school teachers. 

 

Psalm 71 testifies that a foundation of faith  
established during childhood helps ensure lifelong 
faith and service. Envelopes to support the May 
20 Pentecost offering will be available in the pews. 



Staff and Leadership: 

Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Jill VanderWal, Interim Associate Pastor 

Rob Andersen, Worship Assistant 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 

Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 

Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 

Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 

Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 

Mark Sanchez, Church Host 

Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 

Caleb Zokoe, Youth Director 
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In Our Church/Outreach 

First Presbyterian Church  
of Grand Haven 

 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI  49417 

 

Phone: 616.842.6760 
Fax: 616.842.5979 

 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 
8:45 a.m. (traditional) 

& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 
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Rob Hlebinsky, Social Media Sensation! 

Those of you who attend the first service and probably many of you who attend the second service have heard our 

organist, Rob Hlebinsky, and his great renditions of classical service music. What you may not know is that he’s also 

out on YouTube with over half a million views of his various performances of classical and modern music, as well as 

a growing catalog of Disney tunes.  

His solo organ arrangement of a medley from Pirates of the Caribbean: The 

Curse of the Black Pearl, includes the songs “Fog Bound,” “The Medallion 

Calls,” “To the Pirates Cave!,” “The Black Pearl,” “One Last Shot,” and “He's a 

Pirate,” - this one medley alone has over 762,000 views! Check him out if you 

get the chance: www.youtube.com/c/yensidorganist . Way to go Rob! 

Music from the Mouse 

On Sunday, June 3rd at 4:00 p.m., our own Rob Hlebinsky 

will be performing an organ recital here at First  

Presbyterian Church!  

Many of you are probably aware that Rob has his own 

YouTube channel where he features organ arrangements of 

popular Disney music. Now you'll have a chance to hear 

many of these pieces live! On the program, Rob will  

perform classic songs like “Under the Sea” and “When You 

Wish Upon a Star,” as well as new favorites like “Let It Go” 

and “Pirates of the Caribbean.” The concert will also  

include two organ and choir numbers, featuring Bella Voce 

from Spring Lake High School. It will be an afternoon of 

fun music for the whole family. Feel free to come dressed 

as your favorite Disney character! 

Admission is free and a free-will offering will be taken to benefit the music ministry of FPC. Don't miss it! Also, be sure 

to check out Rob's channel: www.youtube.com/c/yensidorganist  

http://www.youtube.com/c/yensidorganist
http://www.youtube.com/c/yensidorganist


 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 
 

Sunday Worship Hours: 
8:45 Traditional Service 
11:00 Contemporary Service 
 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship,  

listen to the service podcast on our website (www.fpgh.org)  
or watch the service live streamed on our facebook page:  
First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven 
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Sign up for the 

First Presbyterian Church 
Second Annual Golf Scramble “Fun” Raiser 

 

Sunday, June 24, 

at Pigeon Creek Golf Course 

Registration: 11:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Shotgun Start: 1:00 p.m. 
 

Come out for an afternoon of golf, food, fellowship, and fun with your FPC family! 
 

For full details and registration form, brochures are available in the church office and at the Welcome 

Desk, or by entering this link into your web browser: https://bit.ly/2pQQaUM 

Sponsorship opportunities are available, and donations of team prize 

items, contest prizes, door prizes and silent auction items are also needed.  

If you have questions or would like more information about making a  

donation, please contact either:  

 Alishia Terrill (msugal@tds.net or 638-1783) or  

 Sue VandenBosch(s.vandenbosch@att.net or 607-7095). 
 

Proceeds will benefit Joyful Noise Christian Childcare. 
Second  Annual  

Golf Scramble “Fun” Raiser 


