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introducing our new  
environmental service team leader

Congratulations to Leeann who has been appointed as the Environmental 
Team Leader. Leeann has been working as the interim Team Leader for the 
last few months and has recently accepted this new position. She will be 

working closely with her team and Operations Manager Sue McLeod.  

Leeann Combs

a note from
Alison Moss | CEO

This is a very trying time for everyone 
and I would like to personally thank 
each and everyone of you for your 
understanding and cooperation during 
this time. I understand the measures 
we have had to put in place have not 
been ideal but your understanding 
and support has meant that our 
precautionary measures have been 
successful.  

Many things have changed over the 
last weeks and months, but the Bene 
spirit is alive and well and that shows 
every day on the floor and in every 
house. I know residents and families 
have all noticed the continued efforts 
of staff during this time and I’d like to 
express my many thanks to the team 
that put your health and wellbeing first 
day in and day out.   

I hope you are all finding strength 
in your neighbours, our team and 
management and if you are needing 
extra support please see myself and we 
can have a casual chat, or I can ensure 
your issue or concern is followed up by 
the relevant staff member.  

I don’t know when things will go ‘back 
to normal’ or even what that ‘new 
normal’ looks like but I have every 
confidence that we will get there 
together. 

Thank you for your continued support 
and understanding during this 
unprecedented time. 
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May 2020.

Greetings to all valued Residents  
of Benevolent living,
 
Well what a time we are living 
through. I know you have all seen 
some pretty remarkable things during 
your lifetimes, from world wars, to 
depressions and even moon landings, 
but who would ever have thought 
we would be living through a global 
pandemic such as this? 

Although this virus is serious and we 
should all be following social distancing 
measures and be self-isolating as 
much as possible, I know that as a 
resident at Benevolent Living you are 
in the safest hands possible. Our staff 
have an extremely comprehensive 
Pandemic Plan in action and I have 
every confidence in the preparedness 
and capability of our team. 

This week we have seen some good 
news coming from the Queensland 
State Government, with restrictions set 
to ease by the 1st of May. 

Although I must implore every resident 
and your families to understand we 
live and work in a unique environment 
and we may not see the easing of 
restrictions just yet. But nonetheless it 
is a positive sign for the State. 

I would like to thank you and your 
families for being so understanding 
during this time. I know reducing 
visitation hours has been tough on 
everyone, but I know that if we work 
together we will significantly reduce the 
chance of COVID-19 spreading through 
our community. 

As always, my thoughts and prayers 
are with everyone who lives, works 
and visits Benevolent Living especially 
during this uncertain time. 

Stay Safe Everyone, 

 

a note from
Kevin Hogan | Chairman

Kevin

1 2 3

APPLY RUB COVER

HOW TO USE
HAND SANITIZER
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Cards

what’s happening
May 2020

With the development of the pandemic situation, we have had to 
make the tough decision to suspend all group activities until further 

notice. Our Lifestyle Team and select volunteers will continue to 
conduct activities within each individual house. Some activities you 

will be able take part in are:

Mindful Art

Bingo + Hoy Bowls

Pen Pal’s at Benevolent
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a note from
Deb + Rachael | Lifestyle

Welcome to May, the month where the 
weather starts to cool down a bit and 
we celebrate Mother’s Day and all of 
the amazing women in our lives!
 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we 
will continue to conduct activities 
within each individual house. This 
month we will aim to add some more 
activities such as cooking workshops 
and gardening. Please let us know if 
you have any ideas for small group 
activities or activities you would like to 
try.
 
Some of the activities residents have 
been enjoying include Bingo, Indoor 
Bowling, Boardgames, Craft Activities, 
Letter Writing, Cooking workshops and 
more! Please continue to come along 
to activities as we love to see all your 
smiling faces and love to help keep 
your mind and body active.
 

Anzac Day was a little different this 
year. Each individual house came 
together around the Anzac display 
for an intimate service which was 
broadcast throughout the facility. 
A huge thank you to Debbie for 
organising and running this successful 
event where residents could still pay 
their respects and remember loved 
ones.
 
We are coming to you:

Monday – Various activities in each 
house
Tuesday – Various activities in each 
house
Wednesday – Bingo and Happy Hour
Thursday – Indoor Bowling
Friday – Shop Trolley
 
Till next time, 

we welcome + we farewell
This month we welcomed Patricia Borland, Ronald Hinchcliffe, Hazel 

Shannen, George Spillman, Margaret Conaghan, Adam McCartney and 
Betty Stroup to our Benevolent family. Sadly, as we welcomed we also 
farewelled Dorrie Ewings, Cedric Hoffman, Betty Hunt, Frances Jepson, 

and Val Miller.

Deb + Rachel
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Our region has been very fortunate to have recorded no new cases over the 
last few weeks and our first community transmitted case was found to be 
a false positive. Although our region has been lucky to keep the spread of 
COVID-19 to zero this is not a time for complacency.  
 
At Benevolent Living we have a 
responsibility to keep our residents 
and staff safe. Our cleaning regime 
remains comprehensive with twice 
daily cleans of all communal areas 
with hospital grade disinfectant. We 
have also commenced temperature 
checks on all visitors and staff who 
enter our community. After advice 
from QLD Department of Health the 
maximum temperature has now 
decreased to 37.5 degrees. 

Benevolent Living
COVID-19 update

family + friends visiting

  Visiting hours now Monday - Saturday 
10am - 12pm.

  Visits can be no more than 2 hours by  
  one person, or two persons together, 

and must be for the purpose of 
providing care and support to your 
loved one.

  Temperature checks and screening 
questions will still be in effect, and 
as per QLD Department of Health 
guidelines the maximum temperature 
will now be 37.5 degrees.

  Social distancing must still be adhered 
to and visits must be in the resident’s 
room or gardens/outdoor area.

As the confirmed case in CQ was reversed the Management Team has made the decision 
to reinstate visiting hours Monday-Saturday, as of Tuesday 21/04/2020.
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Personal hygiene is an 

important protection 

against Coronavirus 

disease and all 

respiratory illnesses  

– this includes washing 

hands regularly, 

especially after using the 

toilet and before eating. 

Protect yourself from 

Coronavirus by washing 

your hands regularly with 

soap and water; and try 

not to touch your face, 

including your eyes, nose 

or mouth. 

personal hygiene

 

Cover your mouth 

and nose with a tissue 

when coughing or 

sneezing. 

1.TAKE 
CARE

Cough into your elbow 

away from others.

Dispose of tissues 

straight away.

Wash your hands 

with soap straight 

afterwards.

3.

2.

4.
One way to become infected is to transfer the 

virus from a contaminated surface to your face or 

mouth by touching. 

#stopthespread
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Mother’s Day visiting
Mother’s Day is fast approaching and Management knew that your families would like to 
see their loved ones on such a special day. As such, visiting hours will be both Saturday 

and Sunday on the 9th and 10th of May for Mother’s Day. 

HAPPY 

MOTHER’S DAY

Babita Chalise maternity leave
 
 
Babita Chalise who is our CN on Level 1 
and BP is now on maternity leave until 
November. 

We wish Babita all the best with the 
healthy arrival of her twins, and can’t wait 
to welcome her back after her time off. 

While Babita is away on leave, Fermin 
Guanco, will be acting CN across both 
Level One and Bill Power Houses. 
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thank you from Helen Cleary
Thank you to all residents for 
being cooperative with having 
your weight recorded as a 
part of the Mandatory Quality 
Indicator Pilot. We could not have 
completed the pilot program 
without you! 
 
Thank you very much, 

Helen

Name: Rachael Belot
Role: Lifestyle Officer

Favourite activity to run: Indoor Bowling

Dream activity to run: Cooking workshops

Favourite food: Stir Fry with lots of vegetables

Favourite thing to do outside of work: Go to the beach

Favourite quote to get us all through Isolation: “We may have all come on 

different ships, but we’re in the same boat now” (Martin Luther King Jr)

get to know the  
lifestyle team

Name: Debbie Geiger
Role: Lifestyle Director

Favourite activity to run: Every Activity we do is fun

Dream activity to run: Right now, any activity where we can all 

come together again!!! My dream activity involves endless fun and 

laughter from everyone.

Favourite food: Lamb shanks in red wine and pie chips and gravy

Favourite thing to do outside of work: Go to my dads property and hang out 

with him.

Favourite quote to get us all through Isolation: “We didn’t realise we were 

making memories ...we just knew we were having fun”



what’s been happening
at benevolent

 A big thank you must go to our bowling convenor’s Dan and Debbie for making 
sure the bowling green has made its way around all the houses. Keep an eye out 

for the next bowling day in your house. 

house bowling

Dorothy Dan + Judith
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New Dining Experience
The Benevolent Dining Experience Update has unfortunately been put on 

hold during this pandemic and will be revisited in the coming months.
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Anzac day
We may have had to celebrate Anzac Day a little differently this year, but that did 

not stop the Benevolent community from paying our respects to the past and 
present servicemen and women who have bravely defended our country. Lest we 

forget. 

Joan Mafalda Gloria

IanDell + Lisa

Dallas + Meg



let’s have some fun!
Queen Elizabeth II Trivia

1. When was Queen Elizabeth II born?

_____________________________________________________

2. Who was the father of Queen Elizabeth II?

_____________________________________________________

3. Who was the sibling of Queen Elizabeth II?

_____________________________________________________

4. True or False did Queen Elizabeth II serve in the world war II? 

_____________________________________________________

5. Who did Queen Elizabeth II marry?

_____________________________________________________

6. What is the Queen’s preferred alcoholic beverage?

_____________________________________________________

7. Queen Elizabeth II named her four children what?

_____________________________________________________

8. What age did Queen Elizabeth II turn this year on her birthday?

_____________________________________________________

 9. What breed of dog did Queen Elizabeth II own?

_____________________________________________________

 10. Queen Elizabeth II was crowned in what year?

_____________________________________________________

Answers on 
page 27



ACROSS
1. Via (2, 3, 2)
5. Risking, ... with fire
9. Other names
10. Helicopter vane
11. Public persona 
12. Capturing (criminal)
13. Encrypts
15. Of the nose
17. Halt
20. Gun (engine)
21. Invite
23. Colorado ski resort
27. Get up
30. Demise
32. Knight’s steed
33. Logo sticker
34. Address crowd
35. Et cetera (3, 2, 2)
36. Hoped
37. Abducts

DOWN
1. Solid foundation 
2. Squandered
3. Longs (for)
4. Concave throwing disc
5. Pastry snacks, Cornish ...
6. Allocate
7. High standards
8. Small antelope
14. Sprites
16. Rouse
17. Chinese lunch, yum ...
18. Snow-capped mountain
19. Two or more eras
22. Managed
24. Burnt with steam
25. Béarnaise sauce ingredient (3, 4)
26. Strands
28. Prickles 
29. Choux treat, chocolate ...
30. Talked monotonously
31. Dessert, bombe ...

Answers on 
page 27



3 5 9 7

1 5 8 7 6

4 6 9

7 9 5

8 6 9

8 4 1

7 6 2

1 4 3 5 9

9 7 1 4

1 6 9

5 7 2 6

3 6 9 4

4 7 8

5 7

7 3 9

2 9 1 8

8 1 5 3

7 8 2

colour 
your 
world



Mother’s Day word search

WORD LIST

ADVICE
CONSIDERATE
ENCOURAGING

FAMILY

HELPFUL
INSPIRATION

LISTENER
MENTOR

NICE
RESPECT

SOFT
WARM

 

Answers on 
page 27
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let’s have some fun!



Our Lifestyle and Volunteer Teams have been getting creative with how they deliver 
goodies to you during this time. But that hasn’t stopped the team from finding a 

way to still have as much fun as possible! 

shop trolley + happy hour

JuneJulie + Dan

June + Bronwyn 

James

what’s been happening
at benevolent

May 2020.
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Coralie Mead was born in 1918, making her 
102 years old this year. Although Coralie 
may be 102 this year, her memory is sharp 
as a tack and she can recall the amazing life 
she’s led in remarkable detail. The following 
story is written in Coralie’s own words and 
scribed by our Communications Manager, 
Jamie Langdon. 

Coralie Mead’s Life Story

I was born in Murray Bridge, South Australia 
on the 2nd of May 1918. I was the youngest 
of three children, with my older sister, Doris 
and brother, Lance. I think my parents took 
one look at me and said, “Oh well that’s it, 
she’ll be enough trouble.” 

Sadly, both my brother and sister have 
passed away, but both lived good lives well 
into their 80s and 90s.

When I was little, my father worked at the 
railway in Murray Bridge as a train driver. 

That was why he wasn’t called up to the 
First World War, because he was driving out 
to the border of SA to pick up the crops that 
were needed for the War. He eventually left 
the railway when we moved to Adelaide. 
I don’t know why he ever did leave the 
railway; I think he wanted to move to the 
city to live and thought it would be easy to 
transfer, but when we moved they weren’t 
hiring country drivers. 

We moved to Adelaide in 1922 and built a 
house in Cowandilla, a suburb outside of 
the city next to Richmond. I can remember 
Adelaide back then, the city was just 
a square mile with a big wide area of 
parklands all around; it still is today. After 
the parklands, that’s where the suburbs 
started. They’ve kept the greenspace even to 
this day and you can’t build on them. They 
had everything on those parklands, like 
horse riding and even Motorcar races.

resident spotlight
Coralie Mead

Coralie + Glenn

Doris, Coralie + Lance
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Adelaide was a very nice place to live. It’s 
not too big, like Sydney or Melbourne - I 
couldn’t live in a city like that - but the 
traffic was horrible just like everywhere else. 
Even so, we had everything we needed in 
Adelaide, and whenever we could we would 
go out to the country. 

When we moved to our new house and I 
was about five or six, I remember the doctor 
coming to our home to remove my tonsils. 
He put me up on the dining table and 
removed them right there in the kitchen. I 
think he may have cut a hole in my throat 
too, because I’ve always had a sensitive 
spot right there. Can you imagine a doctor 
coming to your house these days to take 
your tonsils out? 

When I was five, I started school. As a little 
girl I was always left-handed, but back 
then they didn’t ‘let you’ be left-handed, so 
I spent all my time at kindergarten being 
taught how to be right-handed. 

To this day I still can’t tell the difference 
between my left and right without looking 
at them. 

I enjoyed school and we only lived five 
minutes away which was good. My siblings 
and I would walk together and when we got 
home, we would go to the creek. We were 
lucky there was a creek that ran from the 
foothills right down to the coast and it ran 
one street away from where we lived. All the 
kids used to swim there after school and on 
weekends. Back then nobody worried about 
people falling into the creek; if you fell you 
fell, and you just had to find your own way 
out. 

Then the Great Depression hit, and my 
parents had it very tough. We lost the 
home we had built because we couldn’t 
pay our bills. But all the men still had to 
go and work for the Council to pay their 
rates - they weren’t going to let them get 
away with not paying it off. But once it was 
over I remember the days after the Great 
Depression. There was a lot of music being 
played and carefree days to be had once we 
were finally on the other side.  

My father got a job after the Depression, as 
a storeman. While he was at work, he met 
someone that was giving up their house to 
shift somewhere else, so we were able to 
rent there. The only downside was that it 
was on the other side of town to what we 
were used to. 

Once we moved, I went to high school 
with my sister, and my brother went to a 
technical school. He was always very good 
with his hands. 

May 2020.
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Back in those days we didn’t have 
counsellors telling us what we should do 
or what we should study, so I took the 
homemaking course because it meant it 
could do things with my hands as well. I 
liked to sew, and I would even make little 
clothes and things like that for my teddy 
bears. My sister, however, well she could talk 
to anyone. She was one of those people 
who always knew the right thing to say. She 
had a wonderful nature to her. 

I was very lucky with my family. We had two 
parents who never quarrelled. Yes, they had 
their differences, but there was never any 
yelling or shouting in our house; they were 
always very civilised. I was quite the little 
mouse though, I never had much to say, but 
I could always do things with my hands. 

When it was time for me to get my first job I 
went to work at the Printing and Publishing 
company where my sister worked. She 
was the reader who would proofread all 
the manuscripts that came in from writers, 
which was a hard job back then because 
their handwriting was so hard to read. I 
was a messenger and would deliver letters 
to people all over Adelaide. My wage was 
seven and six pence a week. Can you 
imagine living off that nowadays? When 
my future husband started his first job as 
a typewriter mechanic, he was on eleven 
and six pence a week. It was a very, very 
different world than what we live in now. 

When the Second World War broke out, 
I was 21, and I joined the Army. I was in 
the Army for four years during the war. I 
enjoyed it a lot. I was quiet of course, but I 
was able to learn a lot. 

But I still couldn’t do a drill without keeping 
a finger out on my right hand to know 
which way I had to turn. I was worried about 
how I was going to shoot with my left eye 
closed, but they didn’t even bother teaching 
the girls back then.

I enjoyed my time in the Army, they were 
nice people. As I was stationed in the 
barracks in the main area of Adelaide, my 
job was in the printing shop where the 
important notices got published. I had to 
be very careful that none of the secret stuff 
I saw got out. But I was very careful, and I 
even got to be a Sergeant after a while, but 
that didn’t put my wage up by much. 

In those days the Government had a list of 
soldiers you could write to as pen friends, 
and I made a lot of friends through that. 
There are quite a lot of things you can find 
out about people when you write to them. I 
had a friend in Denmark - who even knitted 
a little outfit for my son when he was born 
- someone in Peru, Iceland and even Nova 
Scotia, Canada. It was quite wonderful - you 
just picked people from a list and wrote to 
them. 

Doris, Gordon + Coralie
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My sister and I both enjoyed writing to our 
pen pals and she even went on to meet one 
of the men she’d been writing to when he 
came back from Greece. He had to travel 
from Greece, through the Mediterranean to 
Malta and then on to Australia. But when he 
got home and they met it took a lot of his 
problems away, because they just clicked, 
and they ended up getting married in 1943. 

I met my husband during the War as well, 
while I was in the Army. He was up north 
when the first Japanese air raid hit. They all 
went to the trenches and a lot were injured. 
After that they brought them back to 
Adelaide for a time, and that’s how we met. 

After the War, I left the Army and I didn’t 
know what I wanted to do. But I did know 
I wanted a dog. We had always had dogs 
right from when I was a baby. Because we 
always lived with dogs, I wanted one, and 
I wanted a dachshund, which I finally got. 
I brought this dog from a doctor who had 
joined the air force and had to give away 
his dog. He was a little German dog that 
nobody wanted. His name was Kleiner, 
which meant small. Kleiner was my first 
dog in a series of dogs, and they were all 
dachshunds. 

We lived at home with our parents, after the 
War, until we could afford somewhere else 
to live. I had already bought land at the end 
of the War, but it took quite a while to build 
the house. My sister even brought the block 
next door, so that whatever happened we 
would always be next to each other. 

My husband and I were married in 1947 and 
our son, Glenn, was born in 1950. We also 
moved in 1950. 

Up until then my parents, sister and her 
husband, and my husband and I had all 
lived together. Then once we moved, mum 
and dad went to live with my sister. 

By that time, I decided to get a dog for my 
little family. Glenn was 18 months old and 
I thought he would be old enough to have 
another dog under foot all the time. My 
big plan was to have kennels, and to show 
dogs and even sell them. But first I had to 
tend to the garden because we had a fairly 
big block. My mother knew more about 
gardening, I just followed along. It took a 
while, but I finally sorted out what I would 
plant or where I would plant it. 

While I was finishing the garden for my 
kennel, I met a dog breeder from Victoria. 
She had come over for the Adelaide show. 
She had lots of dogs and had brought 
several over to show. After we met, I decided 
I was going to have one of hers to have a 
breeder with our dog.

Coralie, Glenn + Alastair
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Well I finally finished the gardens and got 
the dog, I was going to start this kennel. The 
first time the bitch came in season I kept 
her inside with our dog outside panting 
and waiting and waiting. The next time she 
came in season I couldn’t have been as 
careful keeping her in, because she got out 
to the back lawn one day and that was it. He 
must have thought, “here it is finally”.

She ended up having nine puppies, and 
that was the start and the end of my kennel 
dream. You don’t realise how much work 
nine puppies are. The endless mopping 
up all the time, even though you’d put 
newspaper down, it was a lot of puppies. 
But they were all beautiful. Some were black 
and some were tan. 

I still remember that 
time as how we came 
to get in and out of 

the dog world, rather 
quickly I might add. 

Although, we did continue to show dogs 
something terrible ended up happening 
to one. I don’t know if it happened in our 
yard or at a show, but this dog was starting 
to win a lot of shows and someone baited 
him. It must have been meat with glass in 
it, because he got very sick and sadly we 
lost him. It put me right off even wanting to 
show dogs after that. To think that people 
could kill dogs to get them out of the road. 
That’s no way to run a world. But we kept 
some of them and we always had about 2 
or 3 dogs in the yard as companions, but 
that was the last time we went to a dog 
show. 

I had really taken to gardening by this point 
and had planted flowers, vegetables, and 
even trees. We had a huge Liquid Amber 
tree. They are big I can tell you that. I had 
to eventually have it taken out once it had 
grown its full height, because the roots had 
gone under the neighbour’s fence. So that 
was it, it had to go. 

In the meantime, the other big tree that I 
had planted, which was a golden elm, had 
begun to grow. Well I had no idea that this 
little golden elm would grow from a few 
feet high, up to heaven. It was a huge tree 
and it was beautiful, with all its golden 
leaves, even though we had to sweep them 
up every day. That tree stayed in the yard 
until after we sold the house, and we had 
lived there over 60 years. 

By the time we had grown old, my husband 
had several mini strokes. He would be 
in hospital perhaps a day or a couple of 
days, but he was still driving a car at this 
point, which wasn’t a good idea. But we got 
to travel Australia on safari trips. I didn’t 
actually want to because I had done a lot of 
camping in tents when I was younger, and 
I wasn’t too keen on living in a tent, but we 
did end up seeing quite a bit of Australia. 

We drove up to Darwin a few times, and my 
husband would go off and do some work 
for the Church at Milingimbi and out as 
far as Alice Springs. He would be gone for 
several weeks, doing book work and helping 
with the communities, and I would stay in 
Darwin. Not in a tent.
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We had our first overseas trip in 1971. That 
was around the time they were just starting 
out doing short trips. The lady I got my 
first breeding dog from, well she wanted 
to go over to the East, so we did 10 days 
in Bangkok - that was a wonderful trip. It 
was my first overseas trip, and it was the 
wonder of it all. As little as I was, I could end 
up in another country and it was the most 
wonderful feeling I’ve ever had, that I could 
do that and get out of Australia.

Later in 1977 we had saved enough money 
to go on another trip overseas. First, we 
went to England and spent a few days in 
London. I couldn’t fight the weather though, 
you just had to put up with that weather. I 
don’t know how English people live with it; 
every time you’d make plans it was raining. 
The last day we were to be in London we 
were going out to Kew Gardens and of 
course it rained all day. So that ruined that 
plan. 

We then went by hovercraft over the English 
Channel to start our trip in Europe, and 
we ended up going to Belgium, Germany, 
Italy, and Austria. I was most excited to 
go to Vienna as I had always wanted to 
go. But the rest was equally as beautiful. 
We travelled up the Reine, and here I was 
thinking we’d see all these castles on the 
hillside, but it rained all day. You just can’t 
beat the rain. We’d have to stand in the 
doorways or at the windows and watch 
from inside. But I’ve learnt you can’t do a 
thing about the weather, except grizzle. 

May 2020.
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We finally made it to Italy and went to 
Venice to see the canals - filthy things they 
were. But we went on a gondola and did 
all of the things that you read about, like 
walking through St Mark’s Square. We saw 
the Vatican and went to Rome, where it 
was 40 degrees and boiling hot. But we still 
sat on the Spanish Steps, and threw coins 
into the Trevi Fountain, like everybody else. 
Then we moved onto France. Well that was 
beautiful scenery especially going along the 
Mediterranean coast. We travelled back to 
Paris, and even though it was 1977 there was 
still marks of bullets from the War in some 
of the buildings. 

We ended our tour in Europe, but we went 
on to spend a week in the south of the UK 
and Scotland. My favourite bit was when we 
went out to the Isle of Skye. Back then you 
had to take the ferry because they didn’t 
have a bridge, and that was rough as rough. 

I was a good traveller, but my husband was 
always feeling sick, so he’d have to take 
tablets to stop any travel sickness. I could 
travel anywhere though and still be fine, 
I was lucky like that. We got to Skye and 
saw all the beautiful mountains; it truly is 
a lovely place. The scenery is so peaceful, 
you’d wonder how the Scots ever lived 
there, because they were always fighting in 
the old days. 

The tour was going great until I was getting 
off the bus at a lookout and I slipped in a 
tire track from a tour bus before us. Straight 
away I heard a crack, and I had broken both 
bones in my ankle. Of course, they couldn’t 
take me to the hospital with a bus full of 
people, so I waited to get back to the hotel 
to see the hotel doctor. He strapped my 
ankle the best he could, but the pain was 
still horrible. 
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The next two days were fully booked so I 
didn’t go to the hospital again. But finally, 
they dropped us off at the Edinburgh 
Hospital and went on their way. My 
husband got a hotel room nearby for 
the week and I stayed in hospital. I still 
remember having to get myself in and out 
of bed with my cast on, to get over to the 
wash basin or otherwise you just didn’t 
wash. They weren’t hearty people, the 
Scots. But I learnt not to complain though. 
One poor lady in the ward was always 
complaining and they would leave her 
until last because she was ‘the complainer’. 
I learnt to keep my mouth shut and I got 
looked after alright. 

When it came time to go home it was only 
about 4-5 days after my surgery. I finally 
got myself home after what felt like a trip 
and a half whilst flying. Just to get into the 
plane I had to be lifted by the ‘sky chair’, 
which was like a crane in those days. It 
lifted you up and swung you onto the 
plane, it was quite the ride. 

After that I went on gardening at the house 
which by then I had lived in from 1950. In 
that time my sister had a stroke and she 
had been in hospital for three years. I said 
to myself I wasn’t going to leave Adelaide 
while she was alive. But then she died in 
2010. 

Glenn and his wife Emily were living in 
Darwin at the time. They were willing to 
come back to Adelaide and live in my 
sister’s house if we didn’t want to move 
up to them. But Glenn didn’t like the cold 
weather - it was far better to upset us at 
our age than to upset them with all their 
friends in Darwin. My husband didn’t want 
to leave Adelaide, but I told him if he didn’t 
leave I would, and I knew he would come 
with me then.

We finally packed up and left. It was a very 
sad thing to leave my house with all its 
gardens, and I still had that big golden elm 
tree that was crusting the earth. But we 
eventually moved here to Rockhampton.

May 2020.
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We moved in with Glenn and Emily as they 
had left Darwin and bought a place on the 
Northside which was big enough for us to 
move into. 

My eyesight started to get worse while 
I was living there, and I nearly lost my 
vision completely, but the doctors at the 
Rockhampton Hospital were able to save 
it with multiple surgeries when I was 100. I 
even got my picture in the paper. 

I finally moved into Benevolent in 2017 from 
my son’s house. Glenn is the best son in the 
world, but he is also the biggest tease in the 
world. 

He doesn’t let me get away with anything. 
When I’m a bit down he teases me out of it, 
and I don’t have a chance, which I love him 
for. 
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May 2020.

1. 21 April 1929

2. George (The Duke of York King  
 George VI)  

3. Princess Margaret

4. True

5. Prince Philips (Duke of   
 Edinburgh) 

6. Gin mixed with dubonnet (a  
 fortified wine)

7. Prince Charles, Princess Anne,  
 Prince Andrew, Prince Edward

8. 94 years of age

9. Corgi

10. 1953

answer sheet!
Trivia
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Smile

Bronwyn, June + Val

June & Frances

Bronwyn

Evelyn Majorie

Frank

Val


