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Chocolatefest
www.chocolatefest.com

With more than 20
chocolatiers in the city,
the annual ChocolateFest
promises the opportunity
to sample, savor and 
delight in some of the 
finest chocolate from the 
Northwest and beyond.

Portland jazz
festival
www.pdxjazz.com

Every February, the nation-
ally renowned Portland Jazz 
Festival is a celebration of jazz, 
Black History Month and the 
rich jazz history in the city of 
Portland.

Fertile Ground, a
city-wide festival 
of new works
www.fertilegroundpdx.com

Fertile Ground is a citywide 
festival focused on new work 
in the arts, featuring world pre-
miere projects, staged readings, 
developing works and myriad 
other arts events from the 
Portland creative community.

Portland Dining 
Month
www.portlanddiningmonth.
com

This month-long event in 
March continues to impress 
each year with participating 
restaurants across Portland 
serving up three-course
dinners for $29.

Toast
www.oregondistillersguild.org

Presented by the Oregon 
Distillers Guild, Toast—the 
International Craft Spirits 
Revival—gives visitors a chance 
to taste from a wide variety 
of more than 150 spirits from 
across the Northwest, the 
country and the globe.

Wooden shoe tulip
festival
www.woodenshoe.com/tulip-
fest

Each spring, the Wooden Shoe 
Tulip Farm bursts into bloom 
in a fantastic show of color 
covering more than 40 acres.

Festival of
balloons
www.tigardballoon.org

See tens of hot air balloons up 
close at this festival in Tigard, 
located 20 minutes from 
downtown Portland. Enjoy 
the carnival and activities, beer 
garden, live music, and after 
sunset, “Night Glow,” a highlight 
for all ages.

Tualatin
crawfish festival
www.tualatincrawfish 
festival.com

Celebrate good eatin’ at the 
oldest crawfish festival in the 
United States. The annual 
fun-filled, family event features 
entertainment and activities, 
including the Friday Night 
Crawfish Cook-Off, crawfish-
eating contests, kayak rides 
and more.

Portland rose
festival
www.rosefestival.org

Founded in 1907, the month-
long Portland Rose Festival has 
twice been named the “Best 
Festival in the World” by the 
International Festivals & Events 
Association (IFEA). Among 
the most popular events are 
the Grand Floral Parade (one 
of the nation’s top all-floral 
parades), the Starlight Parade 
and the CityFair.

North Willamette
wine trail weekend
www.nwvintners.org

The North Willamette Wine 
Trail Weekend is a self-guided 
wine tasting event of more 
than 20 small wineries located 
in Washington County, just 
minutes from Portland. This is 
the undiscovered Willamette 
Valley — where owners are 
winemakers, and you’ll often 
find them working in their own 
tasting rooms.

Oregon berry
festival
www.oregonberryfestival.com

This free food festival draws 
thousands to Portland’s Pearl 
District over one weekend 
each July to buy and sample 
berries, candies, confections, 
baked goods and beverages at 
this family friendly event.

sherwood robin
hood festival
www.robinhoodfestival.org

The small city of Sherwood, 
Ore., has celebrated the 
legendary tale of Robin Hood 
since the 1950s. Medieval times 
come to life with Renaissance 
reenactments, a knighting 
ceremony, archery and castle-
building contests, live entertain-
ment and lots of fun activities 
for children.

July   www.waterfrontbluesfest.com

BlossoM Fest
www.hoodriver.org

The annual Blossom Festival is 
a tradition in Hood River Val-
ley—the largest pear-growing 
region in the United States—
featuring more than 20 
destinations along the scenic 
47-mile tour route.

April

Spring Beer
& Wine Fest

www.springbeerfest.com
The Spring Beer

& Wine Fest invites
festivalgoers to hop aboard

the Tour de Cheese and
mingle with artisan brewers,

vintners, distillers and
cheese-makers — all while
sipping on fine craft beer,
wine, spirits and cocktails.

June

Portland 
international Beer

Festival
www.portland-beerfest.com
“Taste the Greatest Beers

You’ve Never Heard of ” at
the Portland International
Beer Festival. Specializing in
the rare, hard-to-find and
exotic, the festival brings in
more than 150 beers from
16 countries, including many
from the Pacific Northwest.

July

Oregon Brewers 
festival

www.oregonbrewfest.com
The Oregon Brewers
Festival is one of the

nation’s largest, longest-running
and best-loved

craft beer festivals. It features live 
music, beer-related vendors, home

brewing demonstrations
and an assortment of foods

from various regions.

Just
Beer

Notable Annual Events

Since 1987, a crowd of 100,000 blues fans have 
gathered on the Willamette riverfront to listen 
to more than 125 performances the at the 
Waterfront Blues Festival. The festival is the 
largest of its kind west of the Mississippi and 
the second-largest in the nation.

JULY
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SEPTEMBER
TIME BASED ART FESTIVAL (TBA)

Pickathon
www.pickathon.com

Pickathon is an original
indie-roots music festival
as well as one of the most
sustainably run music festivals 
in the world. Held just outside 
Portland on the historic, 
Pendarvis Farm, camping is 
available for those who want 
to take in the entire weekend.

Harvest Century 
Ride
www.harvestcentury.org

The last organized ride on 
Oregon’s cycling calendar 
offers routes of 100, 75 
or 45 miles (and a 3-mile 
family route) in the gorgeous 
Oregon countryside, amid 
autumn leaves. The pumpkin-
marked course is full of 
seasonal delights like freshly 
pressed apple cider.

Musicfest NW
(MFNW)
www.musicfestnw.com

The city’s biggest indiemusic
draw, MusicFest NW 
(MFNW), is jampacked with 
music on alternating stages. 
MFNW, pushing the cutting 
edge of indie rock since 1995, 
showcased acts like Vampire 
Weekend and the Black Keys 
before they became house-
hold names.

Roy webster 
cross-channel 
swim
www.hoodriver.org

At dawn on Labor Day 
each year, a large group of 
hearty souls jumps in the 
mighty Columbia River and 
swims across the 1.1-mile 
stretch from Washing-
ton state to Hood River, 
Oregon. The annual swim 
originated in 1942 when lo-
cal orchardist Roy Webster 
challenged himself to swim 
across the river.

NOV/DEC
Wine
Country 
Thanksgiving
www.willamettewines.com

Hundreds of vintners and 
wineries of the Willamette 
Valley open their doors to 
offer tastings, hors d’oeuvres 
and conversation throughout 
Thanksgiving weekend.

Portland Vegfest
www.nwveg.org/vegfest

The largest vegetarian festival 
on the West Coast, the 
annual  Portland VegFest is a 
celebration and educational 
event focused on the benefits 
of a plant-based diet.

Pioneer Courthouse 
Square Tree 
Lighting
www.thesquarepdx.org

Each year, thousands of people 
gather at Pioneer Square to 
celebrate the official start of the 
holiday season by lighting the 
city’s spectacular 75-foot Douglas 
fir tree. 

feast portland
www.feastportland.com

Founded in 2012 as Oregon’s 
premiere food and drink festival, 
Feast Portland is a celebration 
of the unmatched vibrancy 
of Oregon’s food community, 
showcasing local culinary talent, 
from chefs and winemakers to 
farmers and distillers, alongside 
internationally renowned chefs 
from around the world.

West Coast 
Giant Pumpkin
Regatta
www.tualatinoregon.gov/
recreation/pumpkin-regatta

Watch giant pumpkins race 
across the lake at Tualatin Com-
mons as boaters navigate these 
oversized gourds toward the 
finish line. This free, wacky event 
is the only one of its kind on the 
West Coast.

OCTOBER north willamette 
vintners harvest
trail
www.nwvintners.org

Walk the vineyards, visit the 
crush pad and  tour the win-
eries to discover each step of 
the winemaking process with 
the professionals. The guided 
bus tour visits three winer-
ies for tastings, nibbles and 
harvest preparation activities.
The day concludes with an 
event that includes tastings 
from more than 20 North 
Willamette wineries.

wild about game
www.nickyusa.com/wag
Held at the Resort at the 
Mountain, Wild About Game 
brings together the region’s 
top chefs, ranchers and 
cookbook authors to join 
meat purveyor Nicky USA’s
Geoff Latham in a day-long
celebration of some of the
world’s finest wild game 
and poultry.

Hood River Valley
Harvest Festival
www.hoodriver.org
Celebrate the season’s bounty in 
the fertile Hood River Valley. 
Drive the Fruit Loop into the
valley for special events at
individual farms, including cider
pressing, country barbecues and
wine tastings.

september   www.pica.org/tba

Just
Beer

Notable Annual Events

The Time-Based Art Festival (TBA) draws artists from across the country 
and around the globe for a convergence of contemporary performance, 
dance, music, new media and visual arts projects in Portland. The avant-
garde festival celebrates artists from across and in-between all mediums.

september

fresh hops festivals
www.oregongreenbeer.org
Oregon has become the
epicenter of “fresh hop”
beer production and the
annual harvest presents
the perfect opportunity
for brewers to capitalize
on their proximity to one

of America’s premier hopgrowing
regions. Held in Portland,
Hood River and Eugene.

December

Holiday ale festival
www.holidayale.com
Sample big, bold ales

designed to fend off the
cold chill of a long winter’s

night at the premier
winter beer event on the
West Coast. In the heart
of downtown Portland,

attendees stay warm and
dry under a large clear-top
tent that covers Pioneer

Courthouse Square.

August

North American 
Organic brewer’s 

festival
www.naobf.com
Designed to raise

awareness about organic
beer and sustainable living,
the NAOBF serves more

than 50 organic beers from
around the nation, from

summery Saison and Kolsch
styles to rich and hearty

stouts, in North Portland’s
Overlook Park.


