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INTRODUCTION 
This morning we’re going to continue Paul’s prayer of thanksgiving and petition, picking up in Ephesians 1:18. The 

text this morning will teach us how to pray, summarized in one phrase, Lord, Help Us to See! 

 

III. LORD, OPEN MY EYES… 
It seems that the entire prayer pivots on this phrase: “having the eyes of your hearts enlightened.” Unless the 

Lord enlightens the eyes of our heart, unless he opens spiritually blinded eyes, no one can ever really see the 

truth, understand the glory of the gospel, and apprehend saving faith.  

 

A. To more deeply know the hope I have! (Ephesians 1:18a) 
What is the hope of His calling? Well, His calling in your life, brothers and sisters, occurred when He 

called you to Himself savingly. How does a deeper knowledge of this hope help you in your struggle with 

sin and suffering? Cf. Psalm 43:5. Pray right now for God to open the eyes of your heart to see—really 

see—the hope of His calling that helps you overcome your fears, injuries, temptations, attacks, future, sin, 

sickness, sadness and sorrow. 

 

B. To more deeply know the riches You have! (Ephesians 1:18b) 
We’ve spoken of our inheritance at length already, as we saw in Ephesians 1:13-14, having reference to the 

glorious truth that you are God’s inheritance, His chosen portion and people. From eternity, you have been 

the object of God’s affection, all out of proportion to your and my intrinsic value. Some of you have been 

trying to fix your problems for years on your own strength, and have never asked God for eyes to see! 

Others of you have been trying to quit your sin for months through a thousand other means, but are not 

pleading, “Lord, give me eyes to see the riches of what I already possess! Help me to set my affection on 

you like you have set your affection on me!” 

 

C. To more deeply know Your power toward me! (Ephesians 1:19) 
1. His power is seen as “mega-hyperbolic” (Ephesians 1:19) 

This term is taken from the Greek, where mega means exceedingly great, and hyperballo is the Greek 

term that means to throw over. In a sense, God’s power originates in Himself, but is thrown into our 

world. This power that is thrown into us is mega—exceedingly great. 

a. It is dynamic, dunameos—power 

This term can have a variety of connotations about power generally. In this context, this kind of 

power could refer to that which has the potential or ability to be put into immediate action.  

 

b. It is energetic, energeian—working 

This is the kind of power that is effective or operational. This is the dunamis potential fired into 

action, suggesting a steady stream of activity. Cf. John 5:17. 

 

c. It is controlled, kratos—great 

This term occurs only with reference to God. It is the power exercised by a sovereign king, whose 

use of his power is exercised over against all resistance, yet with self-control. This facet of His 

power tells us that He deploys it in a proportioned, irresistible way. 

 

d. It is intrinsic, ischus—might 

At the bottom of these terms for God’s power is this one—ischus. It carries a lot of overlap with 

the first term, dunamis. But if there is any difference in meaning, ischus is the exercise of raw, 

brute, vital force, an infinite intrinsic strength.  
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Oh pray and plead that you, in your heart, may more deeply know God’s power toward you! Pray today 

that God would open the eyes of your heart, that you may see the hope God has for you! Ask Jesus to 

open your eyes to see the riches of His glorious inheritance He has waiting for those who follow Him! 

Ask that the Holy Spirit would open your eyes to see and know how great His power is toward you, for 

you, in you. 

 
 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. What was the main point from last week’s message (Ephesians 1:15-19)? 

2. Are there any logical or thematic connections to this week’s passage? 

3. What was the main point of this week’s passage/message (Ephesians 1:18-23)? 

4. What are the sub-points? 

5. What did God teach you about Himself from the message (His person or His work)? 

6. How did the message inform your thinking biblically? 

7. How did it provoke your affections internally (attitudes, longings, aspirations, feelings)? 

8. How did the message call you to action practically? 

9. Pray for grace to live a life of praise to God for all the blessings He’s given to His children! 

  


