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BOA’s Featured Titles BOA Editions in Seattle:

Words from Publisher Peter Conners
“So 12,000 writers walk into a bar in Seattle…” It sounds like the start of an off-color joke, but no, 
friends, it’s the truth! Each year, the Association of Writers & Writing Programs (known as AWP), holds 
a massive literary gathering in a different city to celebrate the authors, teachers, students, writing 
programs, publishers, and literary centers of that region. With more than 12,000 writers and readers in 
regular attendance, and 650+ exhibitors represented at the book fair, AWP is now the largest literary 
conference in North America.

This year’s conference was held February 26—March 1, at the Washington State Convention Center in 
Seattle. The conference days were filled with seminars, readings, and a book fair packed with the coun-
try’s best independent publishers, and the nights were filled with…well, see the above joke. The whole 
BOA staff flew together and was on-hand at the conference to chat with poets, writers, professors, and 
dedicated readers, and to hand-sell tons of BOA titles.

BOA attends the conference every year, and our book fair tables buzz with literature fans, book buyers, 
and our own family of authors. In addition to numerous drive-by visits and sit-down chats, this year 
we hosted book signings by BOA authors Geffrey Davis (Revising the Storm); Jim Daniels (Birth Marks); 
Aurelie Sheehan (Jewelry Box); Jillian Weise (The Book of Goodbyes); Lee Upton (The Tao of Humilia-
tion); and Keetje Kuipers (The Keys to the Jail). Numerous BOA authors were also featured in nearly 50 
panels and offsite events hosted during the conference. 

According to an “AWP Diary” published by The New Yorker, the conference shows attendants “how 
books help us make sense of war, death, and what we owe to other people. So long as there are two 
hundred people trying to stuff themselves into a room to hear five poets talk about philosophical  
ideals, there will be books left to read and write.”

Check out our photos (also available on our Facebook page) of BOA staff members, authors, and 
friends coming together in celebration of poetry and literature. Next year’s conference will be held in  
Minneapolis and we’re already looking forward to seeing our friends and BOA family again!     

No Need of Sympathy
Poems by Fleda Brown 

The Hands of Strangers

Fleda Brown’s No Need of 
Sympathy was honored 
as a “February Exemplar” 
by the Washington Inde-
pendent Review of Books. 
In her monthly column, 
reviewer Grace Cavalieri, 
admittedly a longtime fan 
of Brown, calls her work a 
‘“classic technique,’ hiding 
shadows and pockets of  

tiny universes within each poem.” The review con-
tinues, “In every move she makes, she works the 
extremes in poetry, to combine passive thoughts 
and active situations to create a polarizing tension 
of intellectual excitement ... Her brand is weaving 
disparate thought forms ... Brown is meticulous at it. 
For her, nothing but the best will do.”

Poems by Janice N. Harrington

Janice N. Harrington was  
recently honored  by CBS 
Chicago as one of five 
“Best Local Poets.” Called a 
“compelling poet” and an 
“accomplished writer” by 
CBS Chicago, Harrington’s 
BOA collections Even the 
Hollow My Body Made is 
Gone and The Hands of 
Strangers are described as

“vividly haunting portrayals of distant memories 
lost, but not forgotten.” According to Tim Mullaney 
of McKnight’s Long-Term Care News, Harrington’s 
poetry is “expansive, rich with meaning and an  
uncommonly authoritative, nuanced reflection on 
long-term care, which I highly recommend reading.”

The Keys to the Jail
Poems by Keetje Kuipers 

The Keys to the Jail, Keetje 
Kuipers’ highly-anticipated 
second collection, is the 
new poetry selection for 
The Rumpus Book Club. 
Each month, The Rumpus 
mails a not-yet-released 
book of poetry, chosen 
by a member of its poetry  
advisory board, to club 
members. The Rumpus

hosts a month-long online discussion of the book, 
as members read it together. Kuipers will also be  
invited into this discussion to talk with her readers. 
The Rumpus says of its poetry club, “We’re going to 
try to only read good books. Of course, all creative 
writing is subjective. But if we choose a poetry book 
it’s because we believe it’s really good.” Click here for 
more on The Rumpus Poetry Book Club.
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Donors and Supporters
Click here to see the most current list of our  
generous donors and supporters.

Help support our Mission:

Make a donation!

BOA’s Mission
BOA Editions, Ltd., a not-for-profit publisher of poetry and other literary works, fosters readership 
and appreciation of contemporary literature. By identifying, cultivating, and publishing both new 
and established poets and selecting authors of unique literary talent, BOA brings high quality 
literature to the public.

BOA Editions, Ltd.
250 North Goodman Street
Suite 306
Rochester, New York 14607
www.boaeditions.org
585.546.3410

Publications by BOA Editions, Ltd. are made possible in 
part by the New York State Council on the Arts with the 
support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York 
State Legislature.

Stay Connected—Keep in Touch

Upcoming Events

March 31, 2014
6:30—8:30p.m.

Bonhams
580 Madison Avenue
New York, New York

Aracelis Girmay (Kingdom Animalia, 2011) will be the 
honored Guest Reader at Community-Word Project’s 
14th annual benefit, “Writing Our Future.” A New 
York City based arts-in-education organization, CWP  
inspires children in underserved communities to  
read, interpret, and respond to their world through 
collaborative arts residencies and programs.

Girmay will also participate in The City College of 
New York’s 42nd Annual Poetry Festival, also known 
as “Woodstock of the Spoken Word,” on May 9, 2014.  
Both events are free and open to the public.

Community-Word Project: ‘Writing Our Future’ 
14th annual benefit featuring Aracelis Girmay

Spring 2014 Titles: Now Available

Announcing the Fourth BOA Short Fiction Prize

‘Poetry is Jazz’ and RoCo ‘6x6’ call for entries

Revising the Storm
Poems by Geffrey Davis
Winner, A. Poulin, Jr. Poetry Prize
Foreword by Dorianne Laux

The Keys to the Jail 
Poems by Keetje Kuipers

All You Ask for Is Longing:
New and Selected Poems  
by Sean Thomas Dougherty

The Tao of Humiliation
Stories by Lee Upton
Winner, BOA Short Fiction Prize

The World Shared
Selected poems by Dariusz Sośnicki
Translated from the Polish by  
Piotr Florczyk and Boris Dralyuk

To order, please visit BOA’s  
secure online bookstore: 
www.boaeditions.org/bookstore.

BOA Staff

BOA Board of Directors
Bernadette Catalana, Board Chair 
Boo Poulin, Honorary Vice Chair
Cindy W. Rogers, Secretary
Steven O. Russell, Treasurer
Mark Armbruster
Anne Coon
Jonathan Everitt
Jack Langerak 
Chandra V. McKenzie
Peter Monacelli
Brad Salai

Peter Conners
Publisher

Melissa Hall
Development Director/Office Manager

Jenna Fisher
Director of Marketing and Production

BOA is glad to collaborate 
with RoCo again, this June 24,  
for our free annual “Poetry is 
Jazz” event, hosted during the 
Rochester International Jazz 
Festival. Featuring a poetry 

reading and book signing by Sean Thomas Dougherty, 
upon the publication of his new book All You Ask 
for Is Longing: New and Selected Poems, the event 
will be held in the RoCo gallery during its 6x6x2014  
exhibition (June 7—July 13).

RoCo welcomes artists of all backgrounds to  
participate in 6x6x2014. All 6”x6” artworks must be 
submitted by April 20, 2014. There is no entry fee. 
Check out the 6x6x2014 Facebook page, and click 
here for more submission details. 

The annual BOA Short Fiction Prize recognizes outstanding short story  
collections by writers at any stage in their career. BOA’s short fiction  
collections feature voices more concerned with the artfulness of their  
writing than the twists and turns of plot. The fourth BOA Short Fiction Prize 
will be awarded to a collection of short stories. As with our poetry, the first 
criterion for publishing any book will be its artistic excellence.

The Prize was established in 2010 as a way to further BOA’s Mission to bring high quality  
literature to the public. Publisher and contest judge Peter Conners says of the prize: “BOA strives to 
seek out and support writing that falls through the cracks of mainstream, corporate publishing. At 
this point, short fiction is, perhaps, even more underserved than poetry in the realm of literary pub-
lishing. As an organization, BOA recognizes the need to put this important literary genre back on the 
table and to support authors who have innovative approaches to writing short fiction.” 

Winner Receives:

•  Book publication by BOA Editions, Ltd. in Spring 2016, in BOA’s American Reader Series

•  A $1,000 honorarium

Send one copy of the manuscript, our entry form, and the $25 entry fee between  
April 1—May 31, 2014, to: 

BOA Editions, Ltd.
P.O. Box 30971
Rochester, NY 14604

For eligibility requirements, submission guidelines, and the entry form, visit the BOA website: 

www.boaeditions.org.
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