
 
 

  WHEELING PARK DISTRICT 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 
APRIL 20, 2021 

 
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Wheeling Park District, Cook and 
Lake Counties, Illinois, was held virtually, in accordance with law P.A. 101-0640 amending the 
Open Meetings Act to allow a public body to hold both open and closed meetings via audio or 
video conference without the physical presence of a quorum of board members, provided specific 
conditions are met.  The public was provided an access link to attend the virtual meeting and 
participate in public verbal communications.   
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. by President Stein. 
 
The following Commissioners were present when the roll was called: C. Klumpp, B. 
Lichtenberger, M. Burns, P. Zangara, J. Whittington, R. Rosen, and S. Stein.  
 
Sue Stein, President of the Wheeling Park District Board of Commissioners, made the 
determination that an in-person board meeting is not prudent or practical due to the COVID-19 
disaster. 
 
President Stein noted that all Commissioners are present and confirmed with them that they could 
all hear one another.   
 
Executive Director Buchs was present at the meeting site. 
 
Staff members present were Jan Buchs, Executive Director; Matt Wehby, Deputy Director; Amy 
Rivas, Director of Administrative Services; Jill Nobbe, Superintendent of Finance; Juan Acevedo, 
Superintendent of Marketing and Communications; Joe Bidro, Golf Operations Manager; Kim 
Langner, Executive Administrative Assistant; and Marcia Jendreas, Recording Secretary. 
 
Also present were Ross Tandet, resident Isaac Brubaker and Dan Berg from Sikich LLP. 
 
AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS/CORRECTIONS - None 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
  
Commissioner Lichtenberger moved, seconded by Commissioner Rosen, to approve the Consent 
Agenda as follows: 
 

A. Approval of Minutes of Regular Meeting of March 16, 2021 
 
On the roll call, the vote was as follows: 
 
AYE:   C. Klumpp, B. Lichtenberger, M. Burns, P. Zangara, J. Whittington, R. Rosen, S. Stein 
NAY:  None 
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ABSTAIN: None  
ABSENT:  None 
 
Motion carried. 
  
UNFINISHED OR CONTINUING BUSINESS  
 
2020 Annual Financial Report – Sikich LLP 
 
Dan Berg, auditor from Sikich LLP, thanked Superintendent Nobbe for quickly and sufficiently 
gathering all the information needed to complete the 2020 Annual Financial Report and because 
of this he was able to present the report earlier than usual.  He noted that for the Annual Financial 
Report the Park District went above and beyond in supplying more information than what was 
needed.  Mr. Berg said that the report will be presented to the Government Finance Officers 
Association (GFOA) in hopes that the Agency will receive the 17th consecutive award for 
excellence in financial reporting. 
 
Mr. Berg presented highlights of the report and advised that the auditor’s opinion is unmodified, 
which is the highest level they can give. The report compares last year to this year and describes 
how the Park District reacted to, and weathered the pandemic.  He noted that there are no 
deficiencies.   
 
Mr. Berg explained that on a government-wide basis, the District’s net position decreased by 
$65,150, or .1% for the fiscal year.  The governmental activities increased by $1,830,764, while 
the business-type activities decreased $1,895,914.  Mr. Berg noted that the Illinois Municipal 
retirement Fund (IMRF) is 98% funded. 
 
Mr. Berg exited the meeting at 7:25 p.m. 
 
Avalon-Sienna Playground 
 
Executive Director Buchs explained that initially, the Avalon-Sienna playground replacement 
project was to begin in 2021, after the Childerley Park project was complete.  Due to COVID-19 
the Childerley Park project was suspended and moved from 2020 to 2021.  Ms. Buchs noted that 
the District has two years from the executed OSLAD grant agreement dated October 2020, to 
complete the Childerley project. Staff would like to move forward with replacement of the Avalon-
Sienna playground ahead of Childerley Park.  Ms. Buchs said that should the Board support this 
recommended change, staff will start the neighborhood planning process in late spring and begin 
to work with play equipment suppliers for design. 
 
A discussion ensued and President Stein stated that Commissioners were in favor of moving 
forward with the Avalon-Sienna playground ahead of the Childerley Park project. 
 
NEW BUSINESS - None 
 
FINANCE 
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Treasurer’s Report  
 
Deputy Director Wehby reviewed the funds and answered questions about the report.  He noted 
that year to date overall, the District is $69,000 short of budget. 
 
Voucher List  
 
Commissioner Burns moved, seconded by Commissioner Zangara, to approve the Voucher List 
dated April 6, and April 20, 2021, in the amount of $429,013.22. 
 
On the roll call, the vote was as follows: 
 
AYE:   M. Burns, P. Zangara, J. Whittington, R. Rosen, C. Klumpp, B. Lichtenberger, S. Stein 
NAY:  None 
ABSTAIN: None  
ABSENT:  None 
 
Motion carried. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS – None. 
 
VERBAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Staff:  Director Rivas advised that staff has been busy hiring part-time and full-time 
employees.  On that note, Deputy Director Wehby announced the seven new staff members. 
 
Executive Director Buchs stated that three former staff members are back at Chevy Chase and 
there is one new hire. She said the sales offices at Chevy Chase and Rob Roy have been very busy. 
 
Ms. Buchs reported that the next Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners on May 4, 2021 
will be held in person at the Community Recreation Center (CRC).  
 
Board: Commissioners expressed positive comments about the 2020 Annual Financial Report, 
heavy usage of the parks and playgrounds, lifeguard presence during water exercise classes, and 
the great decision to replace the playground equipment at Avalon-Sienna Park.  Commissioners 
welcomed all the new staff members and the former ones who have returned. 
 
Commissioner Rosen said that he served on the Board of Commissioners for 12 years and he 
enjoyed working with everyone.  He commented that the Park District team has so much to be 
proud of and all the staff has done an outstanding job.  He thanked everyone for the opportunity 
and said he appreciates having been able to see many great projects from start to finish.   
 
CLOSED SESSION 
At 7:57 p.m., Commissioner Lichtenberger moved, seconded by Commissioner Klumpp, to 
adjourn to Closed Session for the purpose of discussion of the appointment, employment, 
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compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees, specific individuals 
who serve as independent contractors in a park, recreational, or educational setting, or specific 
volunteers of the District or legal counsel for the District, including hearing testimony on a 
complaint lodged against an employee a specific individual who serves as an independent 
contractor in a park, recreational, or educational setting, or a volunteer of the District or against 
legal counsel for the District to determine its validity per 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1). 
 
On the roll call, the vote was as follows: 
 
AYE:  J. Whittington, R. Rosen, C. Klumpp, B. Lichtenberger, M. Burns, P. Zangara, S. Stein 
NAY:  None 
ABSTAIN:  None 
ABSENT:  None 
 
Motion carried. 
 
The regular meeting reconvened at 8:53 p.m. with the following persons present:  C. Klumpp, B. 
Lichtenberger, M. Burns, S. Stein, P. Zangara, J. Whittington, R. Rosen, J. Buchs, and K. Langner.  
 
ACTION, IF ANY, ON MATTERS DISCUSSED IN CLOSED SESSION 
 
The Board gained consensus on the matter of Executive Director Buch’s 2020 performance 
evaluation.  
 
On the roll call, the vote was as follows: 
 
AYE:  B. Lichtenberger, M. Burns, P. Zangara, J. Whittington, R. Rosen, C. Klumpp, S. Stein 
NAY:  None 
ABSTAIN:  None 
ABSENT:  None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Commissioner Rosen moved, seconded by Commissioner 
Whittington, to adjourn the meeting at 8:54 p.m. 
 
On the roll call, the vote was as follows: 
 
AYE:   M. Burns, P. Zangara, J. Whittington, R. Rosen, C. Klumpp, B. Lichtenberger, S. Stein 
NAY:  None 
ABSTAIN: None  
ABSENT:  None 
 
Motion carried. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jan Buchs, Secretary 
Approved this 4th day of May, 2021 
Board of Commissioners 
Wheeling Park District 


