
The 71st Annual NBA state 
convention returns again to 
Lincoln, August 11-13, 2004, 
at the Embassy Suites Hotel, 
and this year’s sessions prom-
ise to be the best in years! 

As usual, the convention kicks 
off with the annual Golf Out-
ing (at HiMark Golf Course) 
and again this year, there will 
be a Hole in One Contest for a 
$50,000 cash prize.  There will 
also be many other flag prizes 
as well.  Tee time for this 
year’s golfing will be 9:30am. 

The Annual Meeting has been 
moved this year to 4pm on 
Wednesday.  Following that 
will be the 33rd Annual Hall of 
Fame banquet with two new 
inductees into the NBA Hall of 
Fame. 

Thursday will be jammed 
packed with speakers and 
trainers with an early start at 
7am. To kick off the day, mo-

tivational 
speaker 
Mike 
Kneale will 
deliver a 
most inter-
esting ad-
dress.  
Mike will 
relate real-
life stories 

and experi-
ences to 

provide proven strategies to 
help you  become a more ef-
fective person/leader.  He is 
convinced that positive, en-
lightened people can make a 
profound impact on an envi-
ronment.   

Then we get down to business 
with a series of concurrent 
sessions for Management, 
Sales, Programming, News 
and Engineering.  Manage-
ment sessions will include an 
update from the NAB, Amber 
Alert, Legal Hotline and EEO 
issues.  

 Paul Weyland returns this 
year to train sellers in the area 
of finding, selling and keeping 

more 
direct 
business, 
and to 
enhance 
the E-
lessons 
that the 
NBA has 
been 
distrib-
uting 
this year 
to sta-

tions.  These sales sessions are 
designed specifically for sales-
people and sales managers. 

In the area of Programming,  
Bill McMahon, President of 
Mediavision, Ltd. in Escondi-
do, California will help identi-
fy, train and coach radio air 
personalities and program di-
rectors.  He has worked with 

the likes of 
Jeff and 
Jerry, Kidd 
Karaddick, 
Rush 
Limbaugh 
and Dr. 
Laura, to 
name a few.  
This is a 

must 
session 

for programmers and air per-
sonalities!                                     

For the first 
time in many 
years,  the 
NBA con-
vention will 
be holding 
an all day 
session for 
News Direc-
tors and Re-
porters, fea-
turing Al 

Tompkins 
from the pres-

tigious Poynter Institute in St. 
Petersburg, Florida.  The win-
ner of a Peabody Award, 
among other honors, Al will 
spend the day showing at-
tendees how to generate news 
with a reduced newsroom staff, 
and how to better use the inter-
net to find news stories.  He 
will conduct an air check meet-
ing in the afternoon.  News 
people are encouraged to bring 
their tapes to get the most out 
the day.  This workshop will be 
great for reporters , producers, 
newsroom managers and news 
directors.. 

For the second year in a row, 
the local SBE Chapter 74 will 
conduct an all day Engineering 
Seminar focusing on such sub-
jects as:  Tower Construction 
and Reinforcement, Theory & 
Practice of Audio Compression, 

2004 CONVENTION IS A POWERHOUSE 

Susan Risinger, Farm Director 
for WJAG/KEXL Norfolk, re-
ceived the media award from the 
State Forestry Service during the 
annual Tree City Awards Ban-
quet held on April 7 in Lincoln.  
District Forester Steve Rasmus-
sen nominated Risinger, citing 
several programs aired by 
WJAG as supportive of tree  

planting, conservation and stew-
ardship. The station regularly 

has foresters and Master Tree 
Stewards take part in call in pro-
grams including the spring and 
summer show, Lawns Gardens 
and Trees.  Similar programs 
have been included in the sta-
tion’s annual farm and equip-
ment show held each January.  
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Chairman’s Column 

Floyd Kalber, an Emmy-award winning 
news anchor whose career included highly 
rated programs on two Chicago stations 
and the “Today” show, has died of emphy-
sema, his family said.  He was 79 years 
old. 

Kalber died May 13, 2004, at his home in 
the western Chicago  suburb of Burr Ridge, 
Ill.  “He was the same kind of man in pri-
vate as he was in public, principled at all 
times,” said his daughter, Kathy Kinsella.   

Kalber began his career at station KGFW 
in Kearney.  He was hired in 1960 by NBC 
News after a decade as the one-person news department of 
KMTV-TV in his native Omaha.  Within a few months of his 
arrival at WMAQ-TV he began a 16 year run as the 10pm 
anchorman for the NBC-owned station.  Kalber left WMAQ 
in 1976 to read the news on the “Today” show.  He stayed 
there for three years.  Kalber retired from the network in 
1981, but was coaxed out of retirement in 1984 to help re-
vive Chicago’s WLS-TV by anchoring the 6pm newscast.  
He enjoyed another run atop the ratings for 14 years and 
retired from the ABC affiliate in 1998.  He received the nick-

name “The Big Tuna” of television news because 
his power in the newsroom was perceived to be as 
great as the power of the late Chicago mob boss 
Tony “Big Tuna” Acardo, Chicago broadcast histori-
an Rich Samuels said.  

 “The Chicago journalism community lost a giant 
with the passing of Floyd Kalber”, said Steve Scott, 
president of the Illinois News Broadcasters Assn.  
“Mr. Kalber was able to mix rock solid authority with 
his pleasant, folksy demeanor to create a larger-
than-life persona. 

The winner of five Emmy Awards, Kalber was in-
ducted into the Chicago Journalism Hall of Fame 

and the Silver Circle of the Chicago Television Academy.  
Kalber spent one semester in the journalism department of 
Creighton University and also served in the South Pacific 
during World War II. In addition to his daughter, Kalber is 
survived by his wife of 57 years, Betty, a son and six grand-
children 

Quick—what’s a 
ten letter word that 
starts in  “ I ,” ends 
in “Y”  (why?) and 
contains conso-
nants,  vowels and 
a few articles of 
the Constitution.  If 
you said 
“indecency” then 
you’ve been pay-

ing attention to the hot button that resonates 
with both the Congress and the population.  
If it is said that a butterfly flapping its wings 
can eventually start a hurricane, then Bubba 
the Love Sponge flapping his lips has put 
clouds on the horizon; yes, even for Nebras-

ka Broadcasters. 

Greater thinkers than me will more clearly 
define how we got into this situation, deregu-
lation, suspension of the NAB Code, more 

stations, more competition, more pressure on 
profits.  Perhaps we’ve taken our attention 
away from content and put it on the bottom 
line, or is it simply we are a reflection of a 
more permissive society.  In any case, we 
are a long way from the fictional Disc Jockey 
Johnny Fever being relegated to WKRP in 

Cincinnati for saying “booger” on the air. 

Now for the great thinkers part of it.  At this 
summer’s annual NBA Convention we are 
assembling a panel of primarily Lincoln/
Omaha personalities to discuss where we 
are and where we are going in terms of 
maintaining entertainment even if you can’t 
say “@#$%^&” on the air anymore; we think 
it will be a session all broadcasters will want 

to witness and learn from.  

As this is the final Modulator in my term as 
Chairman of the Board, I want to close by 
expressing the same thanks that I began with 
in December’s Modulator for allowing me the 

privilege of serving.   

I don’t want to start naming names because I 
would end up leaving someone out, but Ne-
braska has produced some truly great men 
and women who have served or are serving 
our Association well.  I always held them in 
highest regard and have tried to make deci-
sions based on their previous leadership.  It 
has also been a privilege to work with our 
President and Executive Director Marty Rie-
menschneider who came into the position 
without benefit of a grace period, rolled up 
his sleeves, got to work and not only has 
continued the mission of the NBA but has 
added innovation after innovation and benefit 
after benefit to our membership. My sincere 
hope is that you find your NBA membership 

a greater value than ever. 

Best wishes and good luck to incoming 

Chairman Craig Larson! 

Emmy-Award Winning Newscaster Floyd Kalber Dies  

 

The Nebraska Broadcasters Association Foundation is pleased to announce the following broadcast scholarship 
recipients:  University of Nebraska-Omaha:  Anthony Blue (NBA-Palmquist Scholarship); University of Nebraska-
Kearney:  Stephanie Queen and Jered Butts; University of Nebraska-Lincoln:  Cody Thomas, Brad Colee, Kyle 
Doperalski, and Travis Damme. 

Foundation Scholarships Awarded for 2004 
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NCSA Scoreboard (January—March 2004) 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

     

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

     

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

     

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

     
Radio Stations     

KAAQ-FM/KQSK-AM Yes No Yes Yes 

KAMI-AM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KAMI-FM   Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KAWL-AM/KTMX-FM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KBBK-FM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KBBX-FM No Yes No No 

KBRB-AM/FM   Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KBRX-AM/FM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KCNI-AM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KCOW-AM Yes No Yes Yes 

KCSR-AM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KELN-FM/KOOQ-AM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KEXL-FM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KEZO-FM   Yes No No No 

KFAB-AM Yes Yes No No 

KFGE-FM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KFMT-FM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KGFW /KQKY/KRNY  Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KGMT-AM/KUTT-FM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KHAS-AM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KHLP-AM Yes No No No 

KHUB-AM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KIBZ-FM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KJSK-AM  No Yes No No 

KKAR-AM Yes Yes No No 

KKCD-FM Yes No No No 

KKOT-FM No Yes No No 

KKPR-FM/KXPN-AM Yes Yes No Yes 

KKUL-FM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KLCV-FM Yes Yes No Yes 

KLIN-AM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KLIQ-FM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KLIR-FM No Yes No No 

KLZA-FM No Yes Yes Yes 

KMMJ-AM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KMOR-FM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KMTY-FM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KNCY-AM/FM Yes No No No 

KNEB-AM/FM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KNEN-FM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KOAQ-AM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KODY-AM No Yes Yes No 

     

KOGA-AM/FM Yes Yes No No 

KOIL-AM Yes Yes No No 

KOLT-FM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KOMJ-AM Yes No No No 

KOSR-AM Yes No No No 

KOZN-AM Yes No No No 

KOZY-FM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KQCH-FM Yes No No No 

KRGI-AM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KRGI-FM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KRGY-FM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KROR-FM Yes Yes No Yes 

KRVN-AM/FM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KSDZ-FM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KSID-AM/FM Yes Yes Yes No 

KSLI/KLMY-FM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KSRZ-FM Yes No No No 

KSYZ-FM Yes Yes No Yes 

KTGL-FM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KTIC-AM No Yes Yes Yes 

KTTT-AM Yes Yes No No 

KUVR-AM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KVSH-AM Yes Yes No Yes 

KWBE-AM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KWPN-FM No Yes Yes Yes 

KXNP-FM No Yes Yes Yes 

KZEN-FM Yes Yes No No 

KZKX FM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

WJAG-AM Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Television Stations     

KDUH-TV   Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KETV-TV Yes Yes No Yes 

KHAS-TV   Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KHGI-TV Yes Yes No Yes 

KHGI-TV Yes Yes No Yes 

KIIT-TV Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KLKN-TV Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KNOP-TV Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KOLN /KGIN TV Yes Yes No No 

KPTH-TV Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KPTM -TV Yes Yes Yes Yes 

KTVG-TV Yes Yes No Yes 

KXVO-TV Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Radio Station KFOR, Lincoln, was presented 

with the coveted Crystal Award at the NAB 

Convention in Las Vegas in April.  The Crystal 

is given to stations who exemplify public ser-

vice in their community.  KFOR won the Medi-

um Market division.  Congratulations to Op-

erations Manager Coby Mack, and the en-

tire staff of KFOR for receiving this prestigious 

award.  This is KFOR’s second Crystal Award! 

KFOR Wins Crystal Award 
   

 

 

KNGN AM 

1360 AM 

McCook, Nebraska 

 

Nebraska United Methodist Conference Office 

Lincoln, Nebraska 

 

Diamond Digital . TV 

Omaha, Nebraska 

          Nat’.l 
Tourism          Guard NSEA      NHHS 

          Nat’.l 
Tourism          Guard NSEA      NHHS 

Welcome to New Members 



    “Fire  in  the hole”!   That’s  
what  was  shouted  three  
separate  times  on a cold and 
clear  April   morning  just  
prior  to the enormous  explo-
sion  you see in  the picture  
above.  The blast was  staged 
in a vacant house by bomb 
experts  of the Nebraska  
State  Patrol.  And it  was  
done just  for  the Nebraska  
Broadcasters Association’s  
“Drugs  are  a  Dead End” 
campaign. 

   KOLN/KGIN-TV videotaped  
the explosion as part of one 
of the campaign’s  upcoming 
public  service  announce-
ments  addressing  the 

dangers  of  methampheta-
mine.   Balls of fire and 
shattered  glass  illustrate   
what  can  happen if there  is  
an explosion  caused  by an in
-home  meth lab.  The meth 
labs  that were  once located  
in  deserted  rural areas  have 
been rapidly  moving into  
suburban  neighborhoods.   
The PSA  targets  parents  and 
neighbors  who may be una-
ware  that the combination  
of elements  used to make 
meth can be so dangerous.  
The importance  of knowing  
what is happening  next door 
or at a house where  your  
kids  may enter  takes on a 
new 

dimension  at a time  when an 
in-house  meth lab  could  be 
anywhere.   Hopefully  seeing  
the explosion  and the risk the 
presence of a meth lab  poses  
will  startle  and  grab the 
attention  of TV viewers. 

   The “Drugs are a Dead End” 
campaign  just  began its  
fifteenth year,  thanks  to the 
overwhelming  support  of 
NBA member stations.  Look 
for  new messages to appear  
at your station  early  this  
summer. 

(Photo by Ted Kirk and re-
printed  courtesy  of the Lin-
coln Journal-Star) 
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Meth Blast 

Meet Your Board Member 

Our newest board 
member is a na-
tive of Sidney, 
Nebraska.  Susan 
Ernest grew up in 
radio at KSID 
AM/FM and she 
remembers help-
ing her father 
David W. Young, 
who served as 
Chairman/
President of the 
NBA in 1958 and 

was inducted into the NBA Hall of Fame in 
1987.  Her father passed away in 1989, and 
her mother, Elizabeth, continues to own the 
stations. 

Susan graduated from the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln with a B.A. in Education 
in 1989.  She and her husband James have 
three children and live on his family farm 
near Dalton, Nebraska.  She taught Special 
Education K-12 in Lodgepole for four years 
before staying home and helping her hus-
band on their farm. 

Susan returned to KSID in October of 2000 
and is Vice President and General Manger.  
She has held a variety of positions at KSID 
for the past four years in addition to her 
duties as General Manager, including co-
hosting the KSID morning show. 

In June of 2003, she received a full scholar-
ship to the NAB Broadcast Leadership 
Training class through the NAB Education 

Foundation.  She has traveled to Washing-
ton, D.C. monthly since last September and 
graduates in June in conjunction with the 
Service to America Awards. Susan is Secre-
tary of the Leyton School Board, a consoli-
dated school district from Dalton and 
Gurley, Nebraska.  In her spare time she 
enjoys her family and coaches T-ball and 
softball in the summer.  Susan Ernest, our 
latest addition to the NBA Board of Direc-
tors! 

Susan Ernest 

Alternative Inspection 
Continues 

Tom Toenjes, NBA Alternative Inspec-
tor has been busy thus far this year, 
inspecting NBA member stations this 
Spring.  Many stations have passed the 
NBA/Alternative Inspection process, 
which exempts stations from routine 
FCC inspections for three years.  The 
stations include:  KQKQ FM, Council 
Bluffs; KBLR FM, Blair;  KCTY FM 
and KOIL AM, Plattsmouth;  KOZN 
AM and KYDZ AM, Bellevue;  
KLTQ FM, Lincoln; KHUB AM and 
KFMT FM, Fremont;  KKAR AM, 
KHLP AM, KOSR AM, KOMJ AM, 
KEZO FM, KKCD FM, KSRZ FM, 
KQCH FM, KFAB AM, KGOR FM, 
KEFM FM, KXKT FM, all of Omaha;  
KBBX FM, Nebraska City;  KRQC 
FM, Bennington; KXKT FM, Glen-
wood, Iowa;  KNEN FM, Norfolk;  
KTCH AM & KTCH FM, Wayne; 
KCSR AM, Chadron;  KOZY FM, 
KMOR FM, KNEB AM, KNEB FM, 
Scottsbluff; KOLT FM, Bridgeport; 
KOGA FM and KCMX FM, Ogallala; 
KRVN AM and KRVN FM, Lexing-
ton; KOOQ AM and KELN FM, 
North Platte.  Congratulations to these 
stations for passing the ABIP inspec-
tion process!  If you want your station  
to participate in the NBA Alternative 
Inspection program, please contact the 
NBA office.  It has proven to be one of 
the best benefits offered by the NBA! 
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New Technology for Data Transfer via 
LAN, Grounding, and an update on IBOC/
HD Radio.  There will even be an operat-
ing IBOC Transmitter on the premises as 
well. 

Thursday’s afternoon sessions  will feature 
a Sales Managers’ Roundtable, and a 
presentation from Dave Shepard from 
Regional Radio Company, Moberly, Mis-
souri who will talk about “Imaging Small 
Market stations for Maximum Reve-
nue”  (Dave’s stations in Moberly grossed 
$2,275,000 out of Moberly in 2003, popu-
lation 11,000! ) This is a must for General 
Managers and Program Directors.  Follow-
ing this presentation there will be a Pro-
gramming Panel dealing with Indecency.  
Hall of Famer Roger Dodson will moder-
ate a panel made up of Nebraska broadcast 
personalities.  

  

Scheduled to appear are:  Todd ’n Tyler 

from KEZO,  Steve Brown from KKAR,  
Gary Sadlemyer and Jim Rose from 
KFAB,  and Travis Justice from KMTV.   

Thursday evening will culminate with the 
2004 Awards of Excellence program, 
which once again is being sponsored by 
the ConAgra Foods Foundation.  This 
year we promise a fast-paced presentation 
of Awards. 

Friday will kick off with a Congressional 
Breakfast featuring the Honorable Lee 
Terry (R-Nebraska) as the keynote 
speaker.  Lee brings a unique Washington, 
DC perspective as a member of the House 
Commerce Sub-committee, and has been 
involved in a lot of legislative activity that 
affects the broadcast industry. With items 
like the Satellite Home Viewer Reauthori-
zation Act,  Indecency issues and the like, 
his address should not be missed.   

 

The 2004 convention will conclude with 
an all-important Legal Workshop.  Wash-
ington Attorney John King, and Bill 

Freedman,  Deputy Chief of Investiga-
tions & Hearings Division, FCC Enforce-
ment Bureau will bring us up to speed on 
all the FCC issues, Political Advertising 
and the all important license renewal 
which looms in the near future for all Ne-
braska broadcasters.   This session is a 
must.   

The 2004 Convention committee,  Craig 
Eckert, Roger Moody, Mark Halverson, 
Tom Land, and retired director Lyle Nel-
son have put together a great lineup!  Be 
looking in your mail for your registration 
packet soon.  Make plans to attend this 
year. This is one NBA convention you 
don’t want to miss! 

A recent question posed to the NBA asked that if a station 
has a music license from ASCAP, BMI or SESAC, does 
that allow the station to play copyrighted music in a com-
mercial, jingle, or station promotional announcement?  
When posed to one of the licensing firms, the answer is 
NO! 

In the case of ASCAP and others, the radio license does 
not provide the right to authorize retransmissions of 
ASCAP music over loudspeakers in stores, restaurants or 
other locations open to the public, or by means of music-on
-hold systems.  Further, the license does not provide the 
right to record copyrighted music, or to change the lyric of 

copyrighted work and use it in a commercial jingle, or sta-
tion promotion.  These are known as “mechanical” or 
“recording and “synchronization” rights, and broadcasters 
(and your clients/advertisers) should deal directly with the 
copyright owners for permission to record music used in 
commercials.  To obtain such permission, broadcasters 
should contact the Harry Fox Agency at 212-370-5330.  To 
use such copyrighted music in a commercial without per-
mission is considered to be a copyright infringement, with 
both the station and possibly the advertiser being held lia-
ble.  

 

   Music Licensing...What’s Legal? 

 (Convention, Con’t. from Page 1) 

 
Ted Stephens has been appointed Vice-President/
Director of Business Development, and is responsible 
for sales development and training within Pappas’ 
group of television stations.  A 25 year veteran of ra-
dio and television broadcasting, most recently he was Group Man-
ager of the Sinclair stations in Des Moines, Cedar Rapids, Cape 
Girardeau and Paducah. 
 Waitt Radio has named William “Bill” Ryan as Director of 
Sales for their Omaha Cluster.  Ryan, a 20 year broadcast veteran, 
was General Sales Manager of ABC Radio’s WZZN in Chicago 
and held sales management positions at WGCI-AM/FM from 1990
-1999.  Also, Maureen Smallwood is the new Director of Finance 
at Waitt’s radio cluster in Omaha.  Smallwood was a member of 
Fearnow’s management team at radio stations in  
 

Wichita, Kansas before joining Waitt.  Smallwood, a CPA, 
was also Business Manager for Journal  
Broadcast Group’s eight Omaha radio stations for the last 
two years. 
 Mark Taylor has been promoted from Program 
Director to Operations Manager for all Three Eagles Com-
munications radio stations (KFOR,KFRX,KLMS, KRKR) 

in Lincoln, and will oversee programming operations for the sta-
tions.  Greg Jackson, long-time Lincoln broadcaster, has been 
hired as KFOR Program Director and afternoon show host. 
 Past NBA Chairman Dwight Lane has accepted the position 
of morning show host and Program Director at KLIN AM in Lin-
coln.  He leaves KEFM, Omaha just shy of his 19th anniversary at 
the station, having joined the station in 1985.  His broadcast back-
ground started at KMA in Shenandoah, Iowa and he held various 
positions at stations in St. Joseph, Missouri, Charlottesville, Vir-
ginia and at KFAB, Omaha prior to joining KEFM. 
 

People on the Move 
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           Highlights of NBA Board of Directors Meeting,  May 6, 2004,                      

                   Archway Monument, Kearney 

• Secretary-Treasurer Uly Carlini reviewed Financial Reports for Janu-

ary, February and March 2004, which were approved by the board. 

• Public Service— President reminded the board that all entries for the 
NBA Awards of Excellence need to be received by May 30.  
ConAgra has once again agreed to support the awards with a $5,000 
contribution.  This year’s awards are being judged by the Utah 
Broadcasters Association.   Karen Walklin gave a report on the new 
series of the Drugs Are a Dead End spots which are currently in the 
production stage, and also gave an analysis of the “Rock in Preven-
tion” program, which had sought support from the NBA.  The board 
supported her recommendation that the NBA not endorse any out-

side program at this time. 

• Freedom of Information— Dr. Larry Walklin reviewed the recent 
activities of Media of Nebraska regarding the search for the new 
President for the University of Nebraska, and the efforts to gain ac-
cess to information regarding the candidates.  Additional information 
was conveyed regarding the attempts from the Associated Press, the 
Nebraska Press Association and the NBA in relation to the HIPPA 
act.  Walklin also requested authorization for funds to adjust micro-
phone and video connections in the courtroom used by the Court of 
Appeals in the State Capitol, which was approved by the board. He 

was also authorized by the board to obtain estimates for the  

        installation of cameras in the Supreme Court and for audio in district          

 courts and cameras in selected courts on a trial basis. 

• Government Relations—Chairman Eckert gave a positive review of 
the NBA delegation’s meetings with our state delegation at the NAB 
State Leadership Conference in March in Washington, DC.  Presi-
dent Riemenschneider also gave a report on the Satellite Home 
Viewer Act Reauthorization and the need to contact Congressman 
Lee Terry regarding this act, as well as requesting the board to ap-
prove support the NBA filings with regard to the Local Emergency 
Radio Service Preservation Act of 2004 (H.R 4026), which was ap-

proved by the board. 

• Hall of Fame—Chairman Walklin reported that the two inductees for 
2004 are very pleased with having been selected.  Hall of Fame 

ceremony will take place at Convention on August 11. 

• Nebraska Broadcasting History Project—Dr. Walklin reported that 
the History project is on schedule to send out PSA’s from the NBA 
office to member stations the week of May 17, to be aired between 
June 1 and 15.  This is an effort to save broadcast material and pro-
gramming.  The board approved funding to transfer audio and video 
tape to DVD.  Neil Nelkin from KKAR has agreed to produce a :30 

PSA for distribution to member radio stations. 

• Membership Development—Chairman Dennis Brown reported on 
attempts to sign new members.  KNGN AM in McCook has become 
a member, along with two new Associate members,  Sprint, and the 

United Methodist Church. 

• Education—President Riemenschneider gave a report on the Roger 
Dodson Satellite Seminar in February and the Ron Steiner TV Sales 
Seminars in April.  The next Soderlund Satellite Seminar is sched-

uled for Thursday, October 28, with Paul Weyland.   

             (Con’t. on Page 8) 

    Board  
        Briefs          

Former KRVN-AM-FM General Manager Max Brown was named the recipient of the 2004 
Nebraska Broadcast Pioneer Award.  The award is presented each year to a Nebraska 
broadcaster who has provided exceptional leadership to the industry and has been a leader 
in the support of education about broadcasting.  Established in 2000 by the NBA and the 
College of Journalism and Mass Communications of  UNL, the award recognizes broadcast-

ers who have been able to sustain these leadership abilities for many years. 

The award resulted from conversations between then NBA Executive Director Richard 
Palmquist (on behalf of the NBA Board) and Dean Will Norton of the College of Journalism.  
Nominees come from NBA members and from the UNL broadcasting faculty.  The award is 
presented by the chair of the NBA Board  and the dean of the College of Journalism.  NBA 
Chairman Craig Eckert, General Manager of KXPN/KKPR,  Kearney joined Dean Norton to 
present the award at an April 16th luncheon at the Wick Alumni Center on the UNL campus 

in Lincoln. 

Max Brown was the key coordinator of the efforts of several Nebraska agricultural groups as 
they formed the Nebraska Rural Radio  Assn.  NRRA put KRVN (Lexington) on the air, with 
Max Brown as the general manager in 1951, When Max retired in 1979 he was succeed by 

his son, Eric.  Eric accepted the award on behalf of his 92-year-old father who decided not to travel to Lincoln.  In addition to KRVN and KRVN-FM, Nebraska 

Rural Radio operates stations in Scottsbluff and West Point.    

Past recipients of the award include:  Harold Soderlund, long time owner of the station representative firm Soderlund Company and former owner of  Omaha 
station KOOO.; Ray Lockhart, retired owner of KOGA-AM/FM, Ogallala; Don Meier, retired producer of the Wild Kingdom television series; Gordon Charles 
“Bud” Pentz, retired owner of KWBE-AM/FM, Beatrice; and Richard Chapin, retired president of Stuart Broadcasting, Lincoln.  These broadcasters, many 

whose careers started in the 1940’s and 1950’s, provided decades of  leadership. 

UNL School of Journalism Dean Will Norton and NBA 
Chairman Craig Eckert present 2004 Broadcast Pioneer 
Award to Eric Brown, General Manager of KRVN Lex-
ington, who represented his father, Max Brown, in re-

ceiving this coveted honor. 

Broadcast  Pioneer Recognized 



T o hear him tell it, your current NBA 
Chairman Craig Eckert was born 

in a log cabin.  In reality, however, he 
was born in St. Paul, Minnesota.   His 
family subsequently moved to the sub-
urb of Roseville, Minnesota, where, dur-
ing high school, Craig was bitten by the 
journalism bug and ended up as editor 
of the school paper.  His advertising in-
stincts were there even then, as he found 
that distributing the paper, he increased 
the circulation so much that it rivaled 
that of the local paper, which impressed 
the advertisers. After graduating high 
school in 1970, he had the idea of staying 
in print and headed to the “Minnesota 
Daily Office” during freshman orientation at the University of 
Minnesota, but got bitten by the radio bug at the student radio 
station WMMR, located in the Student Union.  He was so en-
thralled with the radio business, he dropped the idea of a 4 year 
degree and decided to head to Brown Institute in Minneapolis, 
graduating in 1971. 

 His first radio job came in January 1972, when Seward native Jim 
Prange, who attended Brown with Craig, landed a job at KICS 
Radio in Hastings, Nebraska, and called Craig to let him know of 
an opening there to do mornings and sports.  While at KICS, he 
met and later married his wife of 30 years, Carol, who was doing 
some modeling for the old JM McDonald’s Department Stores, 
and Craig was doing some voice over work on McDonald’s radio 
spots.  They were married on May 17, 1974.   

 Another fledgling broadcaster by the name of Jerry Hinrikus 
started at KICS about the same time as Craig.  Jerry recalls that 
Craig had an intensity for broadcasting that continues today.  
“He was intense . . . always wanting to win,” says Hinrikus.  “He 
seemed to be living a childhood dream, and yet was a proud 
individual who strived for perfection.”  Hinrikus also recalls that 
Craig loved a good joke, and has a great laugh.  Anyone who has 
ever worked with Craig certainly can attest to his infectious 
laughter.  He said that they used to say that they worked at 
“Kicks in the Sticks on Route 6!” 

In June of 1974, Craig and Carol moved to KGGF in Coffeyville, 
Kansas.  Fred Pfeiffer, who worked with Craig at KGGF during 
that period and is now a weatherman at KRTV in Montana, ex-
plains that the manager came to him and Craig and wanted 
them to do a 2 ½ hour expanded news block in the morning, 
which they didn’t think would work.  But it did, and Craig Justin, 
(his air name) and Fred won so many Kansas Association of News 
Broadcasters and Associated Press awards, the station had to 
build a trophy case.  Fred remembers that Craig was a hard 
worker, a person of integrity but fun to be around.  KGGF man-
agement allowed them to be themselves and they developed a 
weekly program that was popular with the listeners called   
“Down on the Farm with Hank and Harvey.” 

From there it was on to WKTY in Lacrosse, Wisconsin where 
Craig’s first son Isaac (Ike) was born,  and where Craig did 
“everything at the station” from 1977-80.  Then he moved to Far-
go/Moorhead at KQWB as the morning guy and later as Pro-
gram Director.  Steve Carlson, who is now the General Manager 
of the Dakota News and Ag Network in Fargo was Craig’s part-

ner in the early 80’s.  Steve recalls that 
Craig was an outstanding production 
guy, was great on the air, did a variety 
of voices, and was very focused and very 
determined to do well.  As his partner in 
the mornings, Carlson has several stories 
of on-air bits they pulled.  One story re-
counts a station bit where the two did 
the popular Drunk Driving promotion, 
where a state trooper comes into the 
studio and has the announcers get drunk 
and administers sobriety tests to see how 
easy it can be to become inebriated.  
Needless to say, the promotion went too 

well, and after the program, the duo 
headed to the local Pizza Hut and were 

almost kicked out because they were so unruly . . . their wives 
were upset.   

Another instance that demonstrates Craig’s great laugh was 
when Steve was discussing Dolly Parton’s bra size and called her 
bra an “over the shoulder boulder holder,” resulting in uncontrol-
lable laughter that totally disrupted the program. 

In 1985, Craig left for Green Bay and WNFL as Operations Man-
ager, where second son Zack was born.  He became General 
Manager in 1986.  Steve Carlson mentioned that this was Craig’s 
undoing as a die-hard Minnesota Viking fan, switching his alle-
giance, while in Green Bay, to the Packers, something Carlson has 
yet to forgive him for.  

In 1991, he and the family moved back to Nebraska as General 
Manager for KKPR AM/FM, working for Ingstad Broadcasting 
and subsequently Gene Koehn until he and other local investors 
bought the stations in 1994.  Dan Beck, Operation Manager for 
KKPR FM and KXPN AM ( now an ESPN affiliate KXPN), who 
has been at the station since 1993 says “Craig is a good radio 
man, he keeps his eye on the ball, and he also has a great sense 
of humor.”  Kim Wellman, who served as KKPR’s News Director 
for five and half years under Craig’s management, is now a Legis-
lation Assistant for Congressman Tom Osborne in Washington, 
DC.  She says that Craig is a “great mentor, he’s dedicated, works 
long hours, and gets in the trenches.  He also has an interest in the 
political process, always wanting to learn more about politics.”  
She says that her time spent working for Craig at KKPR was a 
“wonderful experience.” 

Craig has worked hard for the NBA during his tenure as Chair-
man.  Whether it’s been contacting members of Congress about 
broadcasting issues, or making appearances on behalf of the 
NBA, Craig has been a Chairman to be proud of.   Dwight Lane, 
immediate Past President of the NBA, has worked with Craig on 
many issues.  “He’s really smart, and I think he’s been one of the 
most effective Chairmen we’ve had in many a year,” says Lane. 
In his spare time, Craig enjoys sports and reading.  He also spends 
a lot of time staying in shape, as  you’ll frequently find him work-
ing out at the Kearney YMCA.. 

Craig Eckert,  a  credit to our association as the 2003-
2004 Chairman . . . forward thinking, hard working, 
talented,  and all with a tremendous sense of humor and 
a laugh to match! 
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Meet Your Chairman 
   

Craig, Ike (top), Zack (bottom), and Carol 



KETV, Channel 7’s Meteorologist, Chuck McWilliams, leads a 
full life as a husband and father.  He’s also an officer candidate 
with the Nebraska Army National Guard at  Camp Ashland.  A 
former member of the U.S. Navy, McWilliams decided to return 
to the military as a traditional Army Guard Soldier. After talking 
with several Nebraska Army National Guardsmen 
about the opportunities the Guard offered—not 
the least of  which was the opportunity to become 
an officer by going through the Guard’s Officer 
Candidate School—McWilliams said he knew it 
was a decision he wanted to make.  “The one 
thing I really enjoy about the Army is its values,“ 
he said.  “I think that it’s one thing our society 
should put more emphasis on.”  He said that 
KETV has been supportive of his decision, even 
though he could be mobilized to active duty at a 
moment’s notice.   

McWilliams served for two years on active duty in 
the Navy before going into the Navy Reserve for four years.  He 
said that he occasionally thought about pursuing his commis-
sion as a Naval officer, but military downsizing made that option 
bleak.    

 

After getting off active duty he went back to school and received 

a bachelor’s degree in Meteorology from Florida State while 
serving in the Reserves.  He then went on to complete his Mas-
ter’s degree at Georgia Tech in Earth and Atmosphere.  He 
then became an air pollution forecaster for the state of Georgia, 
and was responsible for issuing alerts when smog levels be-

came hazardous to Atlanta.  While there, he began 
working at a television station in Macon on the 
weekends, then got an offer to come to KETV 
where he has been employed for the past seven 
years.  He said he  can’t think of a better place to 
live and work.  “I love it because it’s great for fami-
lies,” McWilliams said.  “People are so much friend-
lier than in other places.”    

He realizes, however, that his decision to join the 
Nebraska Army National Guard could hurt his 
chances of becoming a chief meteorologist.  It 
doesn’t matter, he says, because he sees his ser-
vice as something much bigger.  To him being an 

American means serving. 

(Thanks to Spc Tegan Kucera at 111th Press Camp Headquar-
ters, Nebraska Army National Guard, for this article). 

                                                                                                                                                 

 

Broadcaster In OCS School at National Guard 

• Member Services—a brief report was given on the new NBA 
Legal Hotline.  The board suggested that cards and stickers 
be sent to member stations giving them the email and phone 
number of the Hotline.  EEO1 Source was covered as well, 
and more information and education regarding this service 
will be forthcoming. 

• 2004 Convention—Chairman Eckert gave an update on con-
vention planning, which is covered elsewhere in this edition 
of the Modulator 

• Copyrighted Music—board member Chuck Schwartz brought 
up the continuing problem of stations using copyrighted mu-
sic in commercials.  A more detailed article is in this edition of 
the Modulator 

• Project Angels—the board approved a $1000 donation to the 
Broadcasters’ Foundation Angels Initiative, which has been 
formed to assist broadcasters in need. 

• Nebraska Society of Washington, DC-- the board approved a 

$500 contribution to this organization. 
• The next board meeting will be the Annual Meeting, which is 

held at Convention.  This year, the meeting will be held on 
the opening day of the convention, August 11, prior to the 
Hall of Fame reception.  The Fall Board meeting will be held 
Saturday, October 30 at Andersen Hall at UNL, Lincoln. 

(Board Briefs con’t,) 
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