
Identify/ 18-01 November 3-4, 2018

Welcome to Neighborhood Church! 
- This is Worship Together Weekend, so let me give a HUGE WELCOME to our Jr. and Sr. High students! 
- Hello to our Classic / Acoustic Service 
- Maybe you’ve joined us online today…so glad you are with us! 

This is also BAPTISM WEEKEND! 
- I love celebrating with others as they are immersed in water as a visible symbol of their new life in Christ. 
- Baptism tells the world, “I have been saved by Jesus, and I belong to God…and He belongs to me!” 
- We have 17 people being baptized throughout our weekend services 
- I can’t wait! 

If you have access to a Bible, please open it and join me in Luke 22:31 

Are you familiar with the annual event called “See You at the Pole?” 
- It is a Global Day of Student Prayer on the last Wednesday of September. 
- It began in 1990 when 10 students gathered at their school’s flagpole to simply pray:  for their school, teachers, their 

nation and its leaders. 
- Almost 30 years later, millions of Christian teenagers gather at this student-led prayer event. 

I was able to attend this prayer event a few weeks ago at one of our local high schools. 
- I was asked to bring donuts…sugar was my ticket in. 
- In showing up to pray, these 20 or 30 students were publicly identifying themselves as someone who believes in God. 
- And who believes that God is present and hears our prayer. 

I could tell it wasn’t easy for these students to show up that day. 
- Among their prayers for their school, friends, and family, 
- Were prayers for God to give them boldness and strength to simply stand there…and be identified as Christians. 

I was proud of these students. 
- And reminded of how difficult it can be for us to publicly claim Christ as our own in a world that does not follow Him. 

For those of us “in Christ”…who have been saved by God’s grace… 
- We face the tendency and temptation to keep our identity a SECRET in the public sphere. 
- “Yes, I trust Jesus…but no one else needs to know about it. 
- “Let’s just keep this quiet.” 

In today’s passage of Scripture from Luke 22, we see Peter (also known as Simon),  
- one of Jesus’ disciples and closest companions,  
- when faced with public pressure… 
- denies any association with or knowledge of Jesus. 
- It’s a very dark time in gospel story, and displays Peter at his lowest moment. 

We’ll begin in Luke 22:31-34. 
CONTEXT: 
- It’s the night of Jesus’ arrest and trial; He will be crucified the next day for the sins of the world. 
- Jesus has shared His Last Supper with His twelve disciples. 
- Jesus turns to his friend Simon Peter,  and says these words: 

Luke 22:31,32 (NLT)31 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift each of you like wheat.  
- The idea of “sifting” implies separating the good from the bad. 
- The thought is that Satan wants to prove that some of Jesus’ disciples will fail under severe testing. 

32 But I have pleaded in prayer for you, Simon, that your faith should not fail. So when you have repented and turned to me 
again, strengthen your brothers.” 
Luke 22:33,34 (NLT)33 Peter said, “Lord, I am ready to go to prison with you, and even to die with you.”34 But Jesus 
said, “Peter, let me tell you something. Before the rooster crows tomorrow morning, you will deny three times that you even 
know me.” 
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- History tells us that eventually Peter WILL go to prison for Jesus, and Peter WILL die for the name of Jesus…it just 
won’t be that night. 

- Peter’s boldness in the upper room with Jesus will crumble just hours later when confronted in the unfriendly 
confines of public accusation. 

…let’s skip ahead to verse 54 to read about Peter’s denial of Jesus. 

Luke 22:54-62 (NLT)54 So they arrested him [Jesus] and led him to the high priest’s home. And Peter followed at a distance.  

- So Peter hasn’t deserted Jesus…but he wishes to remain incognito. 

55 The guards lit a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat around it, and Peter joined them there.  

- Picture an open-air courtyard of a large house. 

56 A servant girl noticed him in the firelight and began staring at him. Finally she said, “This man was one of Jesus’ 
followers!”57 But Peter denied it. “Woman,” he said, “I don’t even know him!” 

- This girl recognizes Peter as someone who was with Jesus. 
- Peter is emphatic: I don’t even know him (or know anything about him) 
- Peter’s 1st denial. 

58 After a while someone else looked at him and said, “You must be one of them!”  [one of Jesus’ disciples] 
“No, man, I’m not!” Peter retorted. 

- Peter’s 2nd denial.  (reprimanding “Man” / “Woman”) 

59 About an hour later someone else insisted, “This must be one of them, because he is a Galilean, too.” 

- Peter’s accent probably marked him out as an outsider 
- “Y’all”  (you’re not from around here, are you?) 
- “What are you talking aboot?” (where you from?) 

60 But Peter said, “Man, I don’t know what you are talking about.” [Peter’s 3rd denial]  And immediately, while he was still 
speaking, the rooster crowed.61 At that moment the Lord turned and looked at Peter. Suddenly, the Lord’s words flashed 
through Peter’s mind: “Before the rooster crows tomorrow morning, you will deny three times that you even know me.” 62 And 
Peter left the courtyard, weeping bitterly. 

- I don’t know how this house and outer courtyard were set up, but it appears that Jesus was in close proximity to 
Peter. 

- After Peter’s 3rd denial, Jesus catches Peter’s gaze. 

We see here a contrast between Jesus and Peter. 

- We don’t know WHY Peter denies his knowledge of Jesus, but we can imagine the fear, uncertainty, and danger that 
the situation held for Peter. 

- Peter DENIES/ DISOWNS Jesus 
- The word used is the opposite of CONFESS:  to acknowledge, to “say the same thing.” 
- I don’t know Jesus.  Don’t lump me in with Him. Don’t identify me with Jesus. 
- Peter take the easy way out. 
- He acts out of self-preservation; he serves his own interests. 
- But Jesus, at the same time, is being accused and threatened with death. 
- And Jesus does NOT deny his identity, He does NOT disown His Father.  Jesus acknowledges His purpose. 

- Jesus does not act to preserve Himself, but to GIVE Himself for the eternal preservation of all who would receive Him 
as Savior. 

- While on the cross, people tell Jesus, “Save yourself” 
- But Jesus did not come to save Himself, but to give Himself so we could be saved. 
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When Jesus looks at Peter, Peter knows what he has done. 
- This “rock man” (which is the meaning of his name, Peter) has been crushed to pieces by the pressure. 
- His failure is so painful that it leads him to weep bitterly. 
- But Peter’s story does not end here; because with Jesus failure is not final!  
- Though our sin runs deep, the grace of God runs deeper than our failures. 
- Few of us will look down on Peter for his momentary lapse of faith. 
- Most of us can identify with Peter because we have been there, too. 
- Though our situation is probably not with as high a set of stakes as Peter faced,  
- we know what it’s like to NOT stand up and claim our identity and association with Jesus when others accuse us, 

question us, and point us out for our faith in Christ. 

(GLUE vs. VELCRO) 
Think about the difference between GLUE and VELCRO (hook and loop). 
- These are both used to attach items together. 
- Glue conveys a permanence…you glue things together that you don’t intend to separate. 
- But Velcro is a temporary attachment, right? 
- I had Velcro shoes…easy to put them on and take them off. 
- We use Velcro to attach objects that we want to frequently separate. 

God treats our relationship with Him like GLUE: 
- When we receive Christ as our Savior, we are UNITED; Joined with Christ. 
- He superglues us to Jesus. 
- The bond is immediate and permanent. 
- There is no “undoing” this union. 
- Praise God! 

But we are tempted to treat our union with Jesus like VELCRO: 
- It can be attached and detached to serve our purposes. 
- We claim our identity in Christ when it’s time for church, or when you have a huge exam, or you get into trouble, or 

you simply want the 49ers to win a game. 
- But when it doesn’t serve our purposes, or when there might be some undesired consequence to being associated 

with Jesus… 
- …like Peter, we don’t acknowledge our union with Christ. 

Trav’s Story:  
- I was 20 years old in a public university and I asked a girl out on a date. 
- She was not a Christian nor did she have any interest in God. 
- So I decided I would “leave Jesus at home.” (not talk about God at all). 
- It was tough…I felt like I was playing a game of catch with both hands tied behind my back. 
- I did it, though.  I scarcely mentioned any connection to Jesus. 
- We never went out again. 
- She told my friend that I was too much of a “God-freak!” 

- I resolved:  never again. 
- Jesus has attached Himself to me 
- I am joined with Him like glue. 
- He defines my identity, my purpose; He is my joy and my strength. 
- I will not be silent. 

I learned from my mistake.…and Peter learned from his failure, too.His failure was not final. 

Only a few chapters down the road, in the book of Acts chapter 4, we see the same Peter risking everything to tell about 
the salvation he has found in Jesus. 
- Peter and John heal a man who had been crippled for more than 40 years. 
- They speak out publicly that this man was healed by the powerful name of Jesus Christ. 
- The religious rulers throw Peter and John in jail. 
- When they’re brought out the next morning, Peter and John are severely threatened to never preach in the name of 

Jesus. 
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Acts 4:19,20 (NLT)19 But Peter and John replied, “Do you think God wants us to obey you rather than him? 20 We cannot stop 
telling about everything we have seen and heard.” 

The Holy Spirit has given Peter boldness to claim his identity IN Jesus, and to tell others about Him. 
- Look, there are times admitting our association with Jesus is easy. 
- When it is met with pleasure, affirmation, or even reward. 

There’s a propane company in town that offers me a significant discount because I am a preacher of God’s Word. 
- Other times, acknowledging our union with Jesus is met with: 
- Opposition 
- Conflict 
- Consequence 
- Or simply discomfort, disgust, and awkwardness. 

What happens when we treat our union with God like Velcro? Like something that can be attached or detached based on 
circumstance? 
- We dishonor God. 

- Our chief purpose is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 
- But when we disown God, it’s the opposite of worship:  
- rather than exalting God and bringing glory to His name, 
- we treat Him as disposable and embarrassing. 

We wouldn’t treat our spouse in the same manner, would we? Would we? Can you imagine, if someone asks me “Who is 
that woman with you?” and I said, “Uh…I don’t know!  I don’t know her.” 
- No way! 
- Or what if I take my ring off because I don’t want others to know I’m a married man? 
- I am proud of my union with my wife, Annette. 
- I belong to her privately AND publicly. 
- And she claims me as her own. 

What Happens When We Treat our union with God like Velcro?: 
- We Miss Opportunities to be LIGHT in Dark Places. 
Jesus told us that we don’t light a lamp then hide it under a basket. 
No, a lamp is put on a lampstand to give light to everyone in the house. 

NOTE:  As light, when we push back the darkness… 
- The darkness will push back! 
- Don’t be surprised when you come against attack or opposition by simply acknowledging Jesus in the public sphere. 

My friends, both young and old: 
- Jesus has saved us. 
- He has identified us as His own. 
- We belong to God. 
- We GET to claim Jesus as OUR own! 
- We GET to be found IN CHRIST. 

Psalm 107:2 (NKJV) Let the redeemed of the Lord say so. 

Are YOU saved by Jesus?  Then say so! 

- Don’t be obnoxious; don’t be judgmental; don’t be arrogant. 
- You carry the aroma of Christ! 
- Be gentle, be humble, be generous, be kind, be compassionate. 
- And be BOLD, UNSWERVING, UNWAVERING and UNAPOLOGETIC that your life is found in Christ and in Christ 

alone! 
- It’s who I am. 
- It’s who you are. 
- Don’t deny it.
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