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INTRODUCTION

Friday March 15th 2019 will go down in history as one of New Zealand’s darkest days, or as 
some are calling it, the day NZ lost her innocence.  More people died in the Christchurch 
earthquakes but the hatred filled attack which killed 50 Muslim men, women and children is 
more personal.  The trauma of the event is amplified by the fact that New Zealand has a 
well-earned reputation as being a safe haven; it has always been well insulated from the 
troubles of the rest of the world.  There are a number of issues that are all bound up in this 
one situation.  As the media have processed this event several hot topics have come to the 
foreground: immigration laws; many of NZ’s Muslims being refugees who fled war torn 
scenarios; gun control laws; an uprising in White Supremacy groups; the failure of Australia 
to handle its influx of Muslims; future accommodations for Muslims; interfaith relations; the 
character of Islam as peaceful or warmongering.  I would like to share a few thoughts with 
you this morning that I think Christians ought to be thinking as they try to process this 
situation.  

I would like us to consider the Biblical truths of God and the gospel as we respond.  The 
reason for a spelled out biblical response is because we are getting used to allowing the 
media to shape public opinion and are not thinking through these events for ourselves from 
a Biblical perspective.  The media has been conspicuously silent in their articles questioning 
traditional faith in the wake of such a tragedy.  Perhaps there is fear of a backlash from 
Muslims, but that is not to say that questions are still not lying under the surface.  The three
areas I would like us to think about are God, the victims and the shooter.  What does the 
Bible say about God’s involvement in this event?  How should we of an opposing belief 
system view and act towards the victims in this situation?  How should we view the shooter?
Our responses will be different to the general public on all points.

  In a secular society God does not feature in any explanation for these events, that is why 
the politician’s reactions revolve around gun laws and immigration laws and stamping out 
groups with extreme ideas.  We believe in a sovereign God who has a plan in this situation, 
we will explore this idea.  Secondly, there has been an overwhelming response of solidarity 
with the suffering Muslim community; both religious and non-religious groups have been 
very vocal and public in their support.  We want to echo this support with some important 
qualifications.  Thirdly, how should we view the shooter?  Do we join with the same hatred 
and anger that is ready to pounce on him?  How does the gospel help us respond to him as 
a person? 

Thoughts on God

Here was one interesting paragraph I found scouring the various articles written around the 
shootings, ‘The Abrahamic conception of God is of an all powerful and all good deity. So 
how could such a being allow a person's heart to be so blackened that he could commit 



such reprehensible crimes against those who had gathered to worship that same God?’1  
There are of course some wrong assumptions in these statements that we must reject, for 
example that assumption that Jews, Muslims and Christians are all legitimately worshipping 
the God of Abraham in the same way, and are all equally His people.  None of these three 
groups would agree with this typical pluralistic gloss.  That aside the typical question of an 
all loving and all powerful God allowing evil is a question we want to attempt to answer.  

Here are some typical answers.  God is punishing Christchurch.  God is punishing the 
Muslims.  The devil did it.  This is the natural consequences, the cause and effect of a 
previous number of events, e.g. Muslims taking over neighbourhoods in Australia.  This is 
the evil in the hearts of men doing it.  You can see the natural explanations and the 
supernatural explanations; you can see those trying to attribute it to God, satan, man or just
natural consequences.  Who is right?  If we say God is responsible this opens the discussion 
up for God being good and fair.  If we say the devil did it then this raises the objection of 
God stopping it if He could.  If we blame man or just a series of events, the goodness of 
God and the power of God continue to be put under duress.  So which is it?

Here are some key ideas we need to reckon with in response.  Firstly, are you a prophet?  
That is a rhetorical question you are not a prophet, prophets were the foundation of the NT 
church there are no more prophets today.  What I mean is, God has not given you the 
detailed explanation for what He is doing.  You are not Jeremiah or Isaiah who is told by 
God how to interpret the political and natural events going on around you and what God is 
doing in them.  So, you cannot know exactly what God is doing and you are dependent 
upon the Bible for information which can only provide general principles and not exact 
explanations.

Secondly, the power of God and the goodness of God are not true because we prove them 
to be true satisfying what we deem to be rational but because the Bible teaches them to us.
We are limited in our ability to know the mind of God.  We do not have a large enough 
perspective to know that this event does not come from a good all powerful God.  We can 
only draw conclusions based on finite knowledge.  God is not at the mercy of our 
agreement, nor is He able to be scrutinised or judged by us.  

Thirdly, God’s purposes and ways are often a case of both and instead of either or.  In other
words was it God, the devil or man, and our answer is?  Yes!  All of the above and more.  
Think of the story of Job.  In Job we have a man who had done nothing to provoke the 
wrath of God, yet he undergoes tremendous suffering.  God brags about Job, the devil takes
the bait and gets permission from God to test Job, and then the Sabeans and the Chaldeans
devastate Job’s possessions.  God is sovereign in willing and allowing it, yet He is not the 
author of evil, the devil freely chooses to test Job from the wickedness of his own heart, and
the men who stole Job’s goods were not forced into it or possessed, but following the greed 
in their own hearts they stole Job’s possessions.  God was sovereign and not the author of 
sin, the devil was free and pursued the evil desires of his heart freely, the men in the 
situation were not robots but freely chose the sin in their hearts.  God was sovereign over 
the sinful acts of the devil and men.  We don’t know exactly what God was doing with the 
Muslims in Christchurch, but we do know that God was on the throne.  We do not know 
what the eventual outcomes will be but we know that God is not the author of evil and is 
powerful and good.  

1 https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/opinion/111358094/mosque-shootings-in-christchurch-how-acts-
of-love-pierce-the-darkness, accessed 18 March 2019.
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A common Christian thought is that God was judging the Muslims, what do we say to this?  I
would say, perhaps but perhaps He is judging you by the backlash this will bring upon NZ.  I
don’t know and neither do you.  We must process this situation the way Jesus taught us in 
Luke 13.  In Luke 12:56 Jesus had just called the crowd around Him, hypocrites.  It appears
that there were some who took offence and tried to point to those who they thought were 
sinners, v1-5, ‘There were some present at that very time who told him about the Galileans 
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 And he answered them, “Do you think
that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered 
in this way? 3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. 4 Or those 
eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were 
worse offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but unless you 
repent, you will all likewise perish.”’2  Here are two events, one an act of violence committed
by Pilate and the second a natural disaster.  Jesus knew that they thought, they thought 
that these people were being punished for their sins and that is why they were suffering.  
Jesus does not satisfy their curiosity and confirm their theological assessment of the 
situation, instead he turns their minds from this mini-judgement to the final judgement that 
must come, and from the sins of those who died to the sins of those who did not die.  If we 
are to think about how we should respond to this situation here is some guidance.  Be 
reminded of the judgement that we must all one day face, and ask yourself, if I were to 
stand before God on judgement day would I be found guilty or innocent?  We are told to 
consider our own judgement and our own sins.  We who did not get shot are no less sinful 
and deserving of death.  Let us not fixate on specific sins and lose sight of the universal 
sinfulness that we are all subject to.  

What is God doing in Christchurch?  I don’t know but I know He is good and powerful and 
His purposes are perfect.  Resist the glib and cheap answers that are not biblically informed 
and pretend to know more than we can.  

Thoughts on the victims       

How as Christians are we to view the Muslims and minister to them if we believe in 
diametrically opposed things?  There has been a typical warm and hospitable reception by 
the NZ public.  There has been an immense show of empathy and concern.  This is good 
and right.  Sadly, the Churches have given a mixed message about their support.  Listen to 
the words of the Anglican Archbishop of Christchurch, ‘“We stand for an Aotearoa New 
Zealand which will never condone such violence. So across the churches of Christchurch and
Canterbury, we are praying for our Muslim brothers and sisters, for those injured and those 
who have lost loved ones, for the police, ambulance and other emergency services, and for 
all in the city of Christchurch who are feeling distress and fear due to this event.’3  On the 
one hand we have this inclusive statement which sacrifices truth for love and unity.  Added 
to this we see many noises about giving Muslims all sorts of rights that they would not 
extend to other religions if they were in the majority.  Out of a fear of being seen to be in 
anyway prejudicial there is an overaccomodating atmosphere in the air.  On the other side 
though there are those who are glad, those who have seen the way in which Islam has 
taken over on parts of Europe and Africa and who agree with the European purity ideology 
that is going around on the Net.  There are even Christians who are so focused on the 

2 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Lk 13:1–5). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles.

3 https://www.anglicannews.org/news/2019/03/church-leaders-offer-prayer-and-solidarity-after-new-
zealand-mosque-attacks-leaves-many-dead.aspx, accessed 18 March 2019.
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differences in beliefs, and who live in fear of Islamic domination that they have no 
compassion for the victims in this situation.  

The Bible gives us a third way, a way that upholds the truth of the Bible without giving away
the important beliefs that we hold and which Islam denies.  We do not have to deny that 
Islam is a product of satanic inspiration and that there are millions who are deceived by it.  
But this way is also a way of love towards enemies, strangers, victims and even those of 
antithetical beliefs.  Luke 5:44-48, ‘But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he 
makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the 
unjust. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax
collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing 
than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48 You therefore must be perfect, as 
your heavenly Father is perfect.’4  We don’t have to gloss over their errors, or the terrible 
things that have been done in the name of Islam to extend love to them.  Our Father in 
heaven showers them with His love everyday in the many gifts of common grace that He 
gives to them.  This is our model.  We should be extending this love to them when they 
persecute us, as well as when they are the ones who are the victims.  We cannot participate
in worship with them, but we can love them, pray for them, weep with them, and cry out 
against this injustice.  

There are various pressures in our society egging us to downplay our belief in the Bible.  
Pity will make some feel like not pointing out the wrong in Islam; political pressure might 
make some feel like backing off from the truth; social media pressure and public shaming 
will make us feel like not mentioning Christ at a time like this, but we must not give up our 
witness.  The greatest need of the Muslim is not political rights, a removal of persecution, 
freedom of religion, justice upon the shooter, or physical and emotional comfort, it is their 
need of Christ.  We do not grudge them these other things, but we must remember what 
we are here for, to take the gospel of Christ to all peoples.  It is not insensitive to pray for 
their conversion through this, it is not insensitive to look for opportunities to speak of the 
exclusivity of Christ as the way of salvation.  If you truly love the Muslim, and are not 
moved by merely human pity then these should be the desires of our hearts for them at this
time.  What is shaping your compassion towards them, is it a gospel driven compassion that
sees the whole person body and soul, or is it merely an echo of a godless compassion that is
politically correct and walking on egg shells? 

I am sure that we have all sorts of opinions on how the government should be responding 
to this, but that is not my concern here, my concern is your heart and whether you are 
acting from a renewed mind, or a mind that thinks after the spirit of this age. 

Thoughts on the shooter

Why did the shooter do what he did?  This is the question everyone is going to be asking in 
order to stop this sort of thing happening again.  If you read the various voices on the Net 
you will hear all sorts of people saying, ‘I told you so,’ and pushing their particular 
ideologies.  On the left we will have those voices who speak out against white supremacy 
taking pot shots at Trump as role model for the movement, monopolizing on the anti-
dominant European heritage of NZ, using this as an opportunity to mention their pet political
issues as the solution.  On the right we will have those who will be calling attention to 
Muslim take over and the potential dangers and the need for better immigration laws, etc.  I

4 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Mt 5:44–48). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles.
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am a preacher of the gospel and it is not my job to take sides, as far as I can see there is 
sin on both sides, and both sides are missing the perspective which only the gospel can 
give.  

When it comes to solutions there is the call for more religious pluralism and tolerance, or 
better gun laws, or better governmental systems to crack down on extreme ideologies, or 
better immigration laws, and no doubt there may be some legitimate problems in some of 
these areas that need addressing.  The Bible teaches us that the root issue is sin.  This 
event could happen anywhere else in the world under different conditions, but it would still 
happen because of sin.  James 4:1-2, ‘What causes quarrels and what causes fights among 
you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you? 2 You desire and do not have, 
so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, 
because you do not ask.’5  This is a very important point to make.  For as many have looked
at this man, he is seen as the evil one, not the victims and not themselves.  The distraction 
from sin and the focus on ideologies and political climates and other things moves us away 
from the real problem.  You and I are sinners.  You and I are just like that young man.  You 
and I are racists who have hatred in our hearts who are willing to segregate and hurts 
others for the things we want.  The potential for these acts lies within us, and if we are too 
cowardly to act this radically we have the seeds of this sin in us.  We have these sins in 
baby form.  We are all xenophobic who are biased towards our own.  And until we see the 
problem as the sin in our hearts and the gospel as its only cure actions like these will be the 
overflow.  Some will act by putting laws in place, or by applying pressure through social 
media, some will pick up guns, but all will act to try and change the situation instead of the 
heart.  

The gospel teaches us a better way.  The gospel tells us that we are sinners, not that we 
are righteous and only others are sinners.  We are humbled by the vileness that we find 
within our own hearts and stop to look at our own sins not another’s.  Then we see the 
grace of God in Christ who is willing to forgive the vile creatures that we are.  We are so 
sinful, so selfish, yet He chooses to love us and provide a way that we can be saved by 
someone else taking our punishment and paying our debt.  We are unworthy yet we have 
been loved and adopted, this overflows in a greater willingness to extend mercy and love to 
the unworthy, even to those who personally abuse us.  When we are converted, we are no 
longer an isolated soul on a journey for personal pleasure we are caught back up into the 
community God made humanity to be.  In the Church we have been joined by one Spirit to 
all other believers.  In this union with Christ we are now members of one another and things
like race, and age, and culture, and sex are no longer the dividing lines between us.  We see
that this is God’s solution to the age old problems that have divided us.  We know that we 
do not need guns or laws to make things right, the problem lies in the hearts of every 
person.  Each one needs a spiritual heart transplant.  Each one needs to be made one with 
Christ and His body.  Each heart needs to have its own pride destroyed and its sins forgiven 
that chastened and humbled, now fully informed of their own unworthiness they will love 
others unconditionally.  

I am not saying that greater preventative measures should not be taken.  Law is given by 
God to maintain law and order, yet laws do not change hearts only the gospel does.  Our 
hope for real change, for lasting change, for heart change is found in Christ alone.  So we 
can get involved in some of the debates, but behind it all we know that what is really 
needed is the conversion of the shooter, the conversion of the victim, and the conversion of 
NZ.  

5 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jas 4:1–2). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles.
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Many are ready to crucify this man, to brand him a special brand of evil, a sociopath, an 
extremist.  We see him as another soul satan has deceived, and whose potential for sin has 
been realized.  We do not put him in a category different from ourselves, he is us, his sin is 
the sin that lies in each one of us.  For this reason we are able to have compassion for this 
man, to pray for him, to desire justice without gloating with a vengeful glee.  We pursue 
justice, but also seek his salvation.  

There are going to be many strong reactions to this event, many over reactions, we must be
shaped by the Bible and the Gospel.  Our ultimate hope is not in the safety of NZ though we
must protect as much as we can.  This is no Garden of Eden, but a place touched by the fall
and filled with sinners.  Our hope is not built on the safety we can make for ourselves here 
and now but the place God will build for us in the New Creation.  That is the only place that 
will be truly safe, free from sin and danger, where the hearts of all will be truly committed 
to a loving community.  Many will feel traumatized and want to overreact to regain the 
peace.  This side of eternity there is no real peace in the land, the only peace we can find is 
in Christ.                


