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ales is celebrating
it’s epic past,
present and

future like never before,
with attractions, events
and activities at legendary
locations across Wales
marking the Year of
Legends in 2017 and the
Year of  the Sea in 2018.

We will be celebrating new
Welsh legends, immersing
visitors in our epic story,
and making new legendary
experiences. Yes, Wales is
an ancient landscape, with
history and myth wherever
you look. It’s a land of
majestic mountains and
mighty skies, fringed with
a famously beautiful
coastline. 

But it’s a land of  high
adventure and epic
thinking. There are bright
new ideas, in very old
places. That’s why the
world’s fastest zip wire
now soars over an old slate
quarry at Bethesda, and
surfers ride perfect man-
made waves down the
Conwy Valley and the
Wales Coast Path runs the
whole length of  the
coastline — the only path
of  its kind in the world.

Along the way, every cove
and clifftop comes with
legends of  pirates and
smugglers, wreckers and
saints. We’ve got Roman
harbours and Victorian
seaside towns, around 
230 beaches, and 
50 magical islands.

A fifth of  the country is
National Park. This epic
landscape is scattered with
standing stones and burial
chambers. Then there are
our legendary castles: 641
of  them, more per square
mile than anywhere on
Earth and three sites with
World Heritage Status.

Our capital, Cardiff, is an
exciting young European
city, with culture and
creativity coursing through
its vibrant streets, bars,
museums, theatres and
concert halls.  There’s
great food and shopping,
and a world-class sports
arena: the Principality
Stadium. 

In June 2017 Cardiff
hosted the world’s most 
watched annual sporting
event, the UEFA
Champions League Final.
It’s just the latest in a

series of  global
gatherings, like The Ryder
Cup, NATO Summit,
Rugby World Cup and Red
Bull Cliff  Diving. Then
there’s our regular crop of
home-grown events, like
the Hay Festival and the
National Eisteddfod.

You’ll see and hear the
Welsh language wherever
you go, a living link with
the legendary King Arthur
and our ancient Celtic
ancestors.

Above all, Wales is a great
place to enjoy here and
now.

Our visitors will find a
legendary welcome, along
with food and
drink made with skill by
passionate people. Now,
we’re creating new legends. 

Welcome to Wales
Croeso i Gymru

from Welsh Government Cabinet Secretary for the 
Economy and Infrastructure, Ken Skates. 

Welcome

W

2



Contents
P.4 Spotlight on..

Museum of  Wales

P.6 Mid Wales

P.18 North Wales

P.30 South Wales

P.42 West Wales

All images © Crown copyright
(2016) Visit Wales unless 
otherwise stated

3

A Groups Guide to Wales is a controlled circulation
publication and freely available to qualifying
applicants. Care is taken to ensure that the
information contained within the magazine is
accurate. However, the publisher cannot accept
liability for errors or omissions, no matter how they
arise. Readers are advised to get facts and statements
confirmed by suppliers when making enquiries. The
opinions of  the author are not necessarily those as
the publisher. 
All rights are reserved. No reproduction of  any part
of  this magazine may be carried out without the
consent of  the publisher being obtained in the 
first instance.

Beau Business Media Group Ltd
Publishing House, Windrush, Ash Lane, 
Birmingham, B48 7TS Tel: 0121 445 6961  
e-mail: beaubusinessmedia@gmail.com

Managing Director: Nigel Whittaker
Publishing Director: Hugh Cairns

Production: Laura Collins
Design:Alexina Whittaker  



4

Spotlight on Museums

Discover wonderful
collections across seven
magnificent museums 
in Wales.
The national museums
across Wales are packed
with treasures. Each
museum tells a story about
Wales’ culture and history
where you will find
stunning collections,
exhibitions and events. 
Did you know that
National Museum Cardiff
has one of  Europe’s finest
Impressionist collections?
This Museum is also home
to a natural history
collection that has objects
from Wales and across the
world including dinosaurs
and woolly mammoths. 
One of  the finest open-air

museums in Europe, St
Fagans National Museum
of  History is located in the
outskirts of  Cardiff. The
museum tells the story of
over 2,000 years of  Welsh
history in over fifty
original historic buildings
which have been collected
from all over Wales. The
buildings show how the
people of  Wales have
lived, worked, played and
spent their leisure time
through the ages.
Big Pit National Coal
Museum, located in
Blaenafon, is set in the
heart of  a UNESCO
World Heritage Site and is
a complete former
working coal mine. This
award-winning museum is
one of  only two sites in
the UK where visitors can
go underground in an
original coal mine. Guided
by ex-miners, visitors
descend over 90 metres to
the very depths of  the
mine and get a taste of
what life was like for those
who made their living at
the coal face.
The story of  Welsh slate is

told in original Victorian
workshops at the National
Slate Museum in Llanberis
in North Wales, and the
National Wool Museum is
a working woollen mill
where you will discover
the spellbinding story of
the Welsh woollen

industry in this unique
museum located in the
beautiful Teifi Valley in
West Wales. 
At the National Roman
Legion Museum in
Caerleon, near Newport,
learn first hand how the
Romans lived, fought and

died at the furthest
outpost of  the Roman
Empire. In Swansea, the
National Waterfront
Museum tells the
fascinating story of
industrial Wales showing
the huge impact that
Welsh coal, steel and iron

had on the rest of  the
world – and the influences
of  Welsh innovations
today. 

For more details go to
www.museum.wales. 

Sponsored by Sponsored by Museum Wales
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This is perhaps the least discovered but most diverse region of  Wales, stretching from
the rolling hills of  “Offa’s Country” on the English border, across the wild Cambrian
Mountains to a spectacularly unspoilt coastline. 

Mid Wales

There are no big cities. 
But there are plenty of  big
events, including the
world’s leading literary
festival, and a series of
quirky market towns in
improbably beautiful
settings. Not to mention
famously starry skies and
lots of  lots of  fresh Welsh
air. 

New for 2017/18: The
Guardian has named the
Cambrian Coast Railway
Line clinging to the shore
of  Cardigan Bay as one of
the world’s top 10 epic
train journeys. Which
means a Cambrian Coaster
Day Ranger ticket delivers
as much excitement as
routes in the USA,
Lapland, South Africa and
Thailand. 

Key bases and tour stops:
Brecon – gateway to the
Brecon Beacons National
Park, harbourside
Aberaeron, alternative
Machynlleth, the red kite
stronghold of  Rhayader,
the book town of  Hay-on-
Wye, the spa town of
Llandrindod Wells and the
university town of
Aberystwyth.

Big Events in Wide
Open Spaces

For an area famous for its
wide open spaces, Mid
Wales certainly pulls in the
crowds. This landscape of
rolling  mountains, wild
moorland and cascading
rivers is also host to some
of  the biggest events, not
just in Wales, but anywhere
on the planet. 

The Hay Festival in May,
for instance, is the most
important literary festival
in the western world.
Described by Bill Clinton
as “the Woodstock of  the
mind”, it attracts 80,000
book-lovers every year to
hear authors such as
Martin Amis, Mark
Haddon, Hilary Mantel,
Ian McEwan and Salman
Rushdie.

The little town of
Crickhowell on the
meadows of  the Usk is the
equally unlikely home of
Wales's biggest music
event. The Green Man
Festival in August is a
refreshingly ethically
minded affair that
rekindles the spirit of  the
swinging sixties.

The Hay Festival
in May, for
instance, is the
most important
literary festival in
the western world. 

“ “
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Since its move to the Glanusk Estate it's
gone global with 20,000 festival-goers
descending every year. But it still has the
same friendly vibe and independent
ethos.

Then there’s the Royal Welsh Show in
Builth Wells. Every July nearly a quarter
of  million visitors come to taste the
finest food in Wales and see 
7,000 magnificent livestock – including
43 breeds of  sheep alone. It’s the biggest
and best agricultural show in Europe. 

Brecon Jazz in August is pretty
legendary too. It started life in 1984 on a
budget of  £100. Soon it was attracting
all-time jazz greats such as Sonny
Rollins, Stephane Grappelli, Gerry
Mulligan and McCoy Tyner – all happy
to swap the smoky dives of  Paris and
New York for the fresh mountain air of
Mid Wales.

And if  your group is looking for
something that little bit different, take a
trip to Llanwrtyd Wells – the smallest
town in Britain and world capital of
wacky sporting events. Their Man
Versus Horse Marathon, for instance,
has been an annual fixture since 1980. 

It’s also the proud home of  the World
Bog Snorkelling Championship in
August, the Welsh Open Stone
Skimming Championship, the Saturnalia
Winter Warmer Beer Festival and the
infamous Real Ale Wobble. 

7



The Call of
the Wild
The Victorians called
Aberystwyth the “Biarritz of
Wales”. Standing on top of
Constitution Hill on a sunny
day, your groups will see
exactly what they meant. But
that isn’t the Bay of  Biscay
down below – it’s the epic
sweep of  Cardigan Bay.

As Coast magazine recently
pointed out, the town
manages to combine a
traditional seaside resort
featuring a pier, beaches and
a cliff-climbing funicular
railway with a busy arts scene
and world-class university.
The presence of  more than
10,000 students gives the
place a unique buzz – and
may be one reason why
Aberystwyth folk were voted
the friendliest in Britain.

A little farther down the
coastline is the little town of
Aberaeron with its brightly
painted Georgian houses
clustered around the harbour
and the resort of  New Quay,
clinging picturesquely to the
hills above safe sandy
beaches.

This is the place for groups
who like to stretch their legs
and hear the call of  the wild.
The clifftops of  the Wales
Coast Path provide the
perfect vantage point from
which to spot Cardigan Bay’s
“Big Three” wildlife species:
harbour porpoises, grey seals
and bottlenose dolphins.
There are lots of  cetacean-
spotting boat trips too.

North of  Aberystwyth, on
the banks of  the River
Dyfi, lies one of  only six
biosphere reserves in the
entire British Isles. Biosffer
Dyfi is teeming with
wildlife – including
perhaps the most famous
bird in Wales: Monty the
Osprey. 

Groups can meet Monty
and his friends between
April and August, before
they fly back to West
Africa for the winter. The
Dyfi Osprey Project near
Machynlleth provides
telescopes, binoculars and,
if  all else fails, live
television pictures.

Walking
with Offa
It can be safely assumed
that Offa, eighth century
king of  Mercia, didn’t
think much of  his Welsh
neighbours. In fact he
spent a lot of  time and
trouble building a dyke all
the way from one end of
Wales to the other to keep
them out of  his back yard. 

It’s now Britain’s longest
ancient monument – and
the inspiration for one of
its most popular long-
distance walking routes.
King Offa, one suspects,
would not have approved.
Because the 177-mile-long
Offa’s Dyke Path National
Trail certainly doesn’t keep
Wales and England apart. 

8



The Aberystwyth Cliff Railway 
is the longest Electric Cliff Railway in Britain.

The Camera Obscura is the largest in the world

Y Consti'is a breathtaking setting for visitors to 
enjoy a range of refreshments.

Bowling Alley,Bouncy Castle,Frisbee Golf,Exhibitions,
Shops...and much more

www.aberystwythcliffrailway.com 01970 617642 
Cliff Terrace Aberystwyth SY23 2DN

               15:47  Page 47
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It brings them together in shared
enjoyment of  a spectacular landscape
called Offa’s Country.

A network of  bridleways, drover’s path
and quiet lanes radiates out from the
main trail into the surrounding
countryside – from the dramatic Black
Mountains to the riverside meadows of
the Wye and Severn.

Perfect for groups who like to tug on
their walking boots as soon as their
coach rolls to a halt. But equally
rewarding for lovers of  unspoilt market
towns full of  historic architecture,
quirky independent shops and great
places to eat and drink.

Presteigne, for example, was voted
among the top 10 small towns in
Britain. At the Judge’s Lodgings, lit only
by oil and gas lamps, groups feel as if
they’ve stepped into the 1870s as they
wander through the judge’s private
apartments, sit in his armchair and hear
the echoing trial of  William Morgan,
local duck thief, in the vast courtroom.
Historian Dr John Davies described it as
“one of  the world’s most appealing
small museums”. 

On a slightly grander scale the National
Trust’s Powis Castle near the market
town of  Welshpool rises dramatically
above its world-famous terraced garden
and contains a superb collection of
treasures collected by Clive of  India.

And at the southern end of  Offa’s
Country, 500,000 visitors every year
come to browse more than a million
books in the second-hand book capital
of  the world. But not every shop in
Hay-on-Wye is a bookseller. 

There are lots of  galleries, gift shops
and antique dealers too – plus a
celebrated ice cream parlour called
Shepherds where they combine sheep’s
milk with local strawberries, tayberries,
blackcurrants and damsons to delicious
effect.
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Trees
Talk

This is our Year of Legends. Yes, Wales is 
an ancient landscape, with thousands of 
years of history and myth. But it’s also a 
land of epic thinking and high adventure.  
Everywhere you go there are innovative 
ideas, in old places and this year we’re 
creating new legends. 

Visit traveltrade.visitwales.com/groups 
to find out more and sign up for our 
travel trade e-newsletter. 

Welcome to our Epic Land.

If these

could

they would have 
some epic tales to tell.

#FindYourEpic
traveltrade.visitwales.com/groups

           16:35



Dark Skies and
Deep Caves
In 2017 the Brecon Beacons
celebrates 60 years as a National
Park. But these 519 square miles of
lush green valleys and spectacular
mountains don’t just make up one of
the best-loved landscapes in Britain.
They’re on the world map too.
It’s all to do with the very dark skies
– so dark you can see distant stars,
bright nebulae and even meteor
showers. In 2013 the Brecon
Beacons became only the fifth place
on the planet to be made an
International Dark Sky Reserve.
The best spots to see the wonders of
the universe include ruined
Llanthony Priory, Hay Bluff
overlooking Hay-on-Wye, Craig-y-
Nos Country Park, Llangorse Lake
and the National Park Visitor Centre
at Libanus, which also provides
amazing views of  something rather
nearer: Pen y Fan, the tallest peak in
southern Britain at 886 metres.
The southern part of  the Brecon
Beacons is riddled with caves,
caverns and passages carved out of
carboniferous limestone. When local
farmers Jeff  and Tommy Morgan
squeezed through a gap in a hillside
in 1912, they discovered a geological
marvel millions of  years in the
making. 
The result is the awe-inspiring Dan-
yr-Ogof  National Showcaves Centre
for Wales, where groups can walk
down twisting subterranean
passageways, through immense
caverns and past 20-metre-high
cascading waterfalls that feed an
underground lake. The town of
Brecon is the natural base from
which to explore Wales’s third
National Park. It’s also a cultural
hub, foodie hotspot and
architectural treasure trove.
Its cathedral is one of  the finest

church buildings in Wales and inside
is Britain’s biggest cresset stone – a
stupendous medieval lighting system
holding 30 candles. The Brecknock
Museum is one of  Wales best-loved
museums and art galleries. And the
Regimental Museum of  the Royal
Welsh contains no fewer than 18
Victoria Crosses and a Zulu War
Room devoted to the heroic defence
of  Rorke’s Drift.
There’s even Britain’s very first solar-
powered theatre, Theatr
Brycheiniog, right on the waterfront
at the end of  the Monmouthshire
and Brecon Canal, from where
intrepid groups can hire a
narrowboat or follow the Taff  Trail
all the way to Cardiff.

Spotlight On

See Mid Wales from the steam
railway

Mid Wales is rolling hills, rushing
rivers, green farmland and grazing
sheep and cattle.  You can see them
all from the carriage windows of  the
Welshpool & Llanfair Light Railway,
or even better from it’s open
balconies.
A 45-minute ride on the eight-mile
long steam railway takes you over
steep hills and along the Banwy
River. At the Llanfair Caereinion
terminus admire the gleaming
engines, have lunch or tea with cakes
in the friendly tearoom, turn the
children loose in the play and picnic
area, or set off  to explore town and
countryside before your return
journey.
Groups can book reserved
accommodation in the spacious
carriages.  Both terminal stations
and most trains are accessible for
standard wheelchairs and passengers
with other disabilities.  It’s easy
fitting a visit into an itinerary; a
single journey takes just over an

hour including boarding time, and a
return journey can fit a three-hour
slot.  And trains run on time, to
keep the itinerary on time!
Trains run almost every day all
spring, summer and early autumn,
with special events to make a return
visit very worthwhile.  
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Full details are on the railway’s
website at www.wllr.org.uk, and
staff  are available seven days a
week to take group bookings on 
01938 810441. 

The Cliff  Railway-Aberystwyth

Come and enjoy a day of  fun things
on Constitution Hill with activities
such as: 10 pin bowling, air hockey
and pool. On fine days we bring out
the bouncy castle so the little ones
can bounce whilst you take in the
breathtaking views. 
Since opening in 2005 Y Consti has
become a popular destination for
those looking for excellent food set
amidst breathtaking scenery. 
With a team of  experienced waiting
staff  and respected chefs Y Consti

has rapidly gained a reputation for
excellence. The restaurant offers a
day time menu of  home cooked
meals and light lunches at very
reasonable prices.

The Cliff  Railway, which opened in
1896, is the work of  Lord Croyden
Marks, operating originally on the
water balance system, the 778 feet
undulating track and Toast-rack
design carriages are unique.
It was built to ferry Victorian
holidaymakers to the 430 feet to the
summit of  Constitution Hill and the
delight of  ‘Luna Park’, which in its
heyday boasted a bandstand, a
switchback railway, a glittering
ballroom and tearoom. 
Today a powerful electric motor hauls
the carriages up at a steady pace,

giving you the opportunity to
appreciate the panoramic view as you
ascent. 

Introducing a great new group
destination in Southern
Snowdonia.

Three great attractions in the foothills
of  Southern Snowdonia are offering a
one-stop booking service and special
discounts for groups, with
accommodation options available. The
Talyllyn Railway, King Arthur’s
Labyrinth and the Centre for
Alternative Technology are all within
easy reach of  each other (no more
than 20 minutes’ drive time) and with
easy access to the beautiful beaches
and nature reserves of  Mid Wales, the
attractions offer a complete package
for tour groups. 
The Centre for Alternative
Technology  inspires thousands of
visitors every year with their hands-on
displays and organic gardens. Small or
large group accommodation is
available in the award-winning eco
building at the Centre for Alternative
Technology. visit.www. cat.org.uk
Tel: 01654 705950
Set sail through the cascading veil of
an underground waterfall and discover
a magical place where tales from the
mists of  time are retold. Tales of
dragons, giants and the legendary
King Arthur.
www.kingarthurslabyrinth.co.uk
Tel: 01654 761584

The Talyllyn Railway is a historic
narrow-gauge steam railway, set in the 
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beautiful Mid-Wales countryside
passing the delightful Dolgoch Falls
and there are excellent forest walks at
Nant Gwernol.
www.talyllyn.co.uk  01654 710472
Contact any of  the attractions to make
a One Stop Booking.

One of  the Best Garden Centre 
in Wales & The West

The Old Railway Line Garden Centre,
located in Three Cocks between
Brecon and Hay-on-Wye, is the
perfect stop for excellent shopping
and delicious home-cooked food.
Situated in the heart of  the
picturesque Wye Valley at the foot of
the Black Mountains, the site has
outstanding views of  the Brecon
Beacons and surrounding Radnorshire
Hills.
The family-run, independent business
combines a garden centre, farm shop
and restaurant in one and has been
crowned “best garden centre in Wales
and West” for five consecutive years
from 2012 - 2016. Large groups are
easily accommodated and free parking
is available on site.
The garden centre offers the very best
quality plants, gifts, indoor and
outdoor living goods, gardening
equipment and pet care products and
prides itself  on the high standards of
customer service and excellent team of
qualified staff  providing expert advice.
The Railway Restaurant is open seven
days a week and serves a variety of
freshly prepared main meals,
sandwiches, jacket potatoes and a
selection of  homemade cakes and
desserts. Afternoon tea is also
available daily as well as a delicious
Railway Roast lunch on Thursdays and
Sundays. The farm shop stocks a wide
range of  locally produced food and
drink including freshly baked bread,
meats from a local butcher, tasty deli
products and artisan beers and wines.
Regular events are held at the centre
including an annual Apple & Cider
Festival, children’s events, talks,

information days and evening events.
More information and details of
upcoming events can be found at
www.oldrailwaylinegc.co.uk or by
calling 01497 847055.

Judge's Lodging

It’s been called ‘truly inspirational’ by
HRH Prince of  Wales, ‘one of  the
world’s most appealing small
museums’ by historian Dr John Davies
and won numerous national awards,
including ‘Britain’s Best Hidden Gem’.
When the BBC brought Historic Royal
Palaces Curator and historian,  Lucy
Worsley to film, she exclaimed
‘WHAT a stunning place!’ You really
do need to see for yourself  what all
the fuss is over this exceptional
attraction in the tiny border town of
Presteigne.  You can explore the
‘upstairs downstairs’ lives of  its
Victorian inhabitants, from Judge’s to
their servants and felonious guests, all
by the flicker of  gas and oil lighting
throughout and a hands-on policy that
allows you to immerse yourself  into
their world.
Visitors can take an ‘eavesdropping’
audio-tour featuring actor Robert
Hardy, or wander with a guidebook if
they’d rather. All groups will be
greeted by staff  and given an

introduction to the building and what
they are about to experience.
If  you have a group looking for a
really different visit, there are all sorts
of  pre-bookable tours available,
including the yummy ‘Ice-Cream &
Jelly for Grown Ups’ and festive
Victorian Christmas experience. Just
call to book or chat through options.
www.judgeslodging.org.uk

Countryside shopping centre is a
real home from home

Come and visit Coed-y-Dinas;
garden, home and country centre.
Originally the “Home Farm” for
Powis Castle, the sensitively-restored
buildings sit surrounded by stunning
views of  the Severn Valley, just
south of  Welshpool.
Coed-y-Dinas occupies over
70,000sq feet and offers an extensive
shopping experience. From clothing
to camping, footwear to furniture,
housewares to hardware and pets to
power tools - you can be sure you’ll
get what you came for along with
courtesy, expertise, famous brands
and great value as standard.
After you’ve had a browse, relax in
Howards, our spacious 200-seat
restaurant. Whether you fancy a
hearty breakfast or just a coffee and
a slice of  cake, all our food is freshly
prepared with carefully sourced and,
wherever possible, local produce.
Lunch is served from noon and if
you fancy a night off, join us for an
evening meal every Thursday until
7.30pm with late night shopping
until 8pm. Their events calendar
features seasonal festivities including
a lively Spring Fair, a delicious
Winter Food Festival and a sparkling
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Christmas Grotto. More
than just a store, Coed-y-
Dinas is a unique and
beautiful year-round family
destination.
www.coedydinas.co.uk

Bring the old back to life

Tynrhyd Retreat lies in a
magical and utterly peaceful
setting at the foot of  the
Cambrian Mountains, in the
private grounds of  a former
working farm. Using the
skills of  local craftsmen, its
barns have been
transformed into stunning
luxury self-catering
accommodation featuring
Welsh oak and high-spec
amenities that can sleep
more than 30 guests in three
separate suites.  Within
walking distance of  the
legendary village of  Devil's
Bridge, Tynrhyd is a great
base for groups to explore
the whole of  Wales. Lying
south of  Snowdonia and
north of  the Brecon
Beacons, the Cambrian
Mountains are often
nicknamed the “Green
Desert of  Wales”. The area
is a haven for group
excursions, walkers, cyclists,
families and societies.
Tynrhyd has been Sian’s
family home for
generations, and the couple
have lovingly restored and
improved the farmhouse
and barns to create the ideal
event venue for group get-
aways, families, reunions,

special occasions, weddings
and residential courses.
High tech kitchens and
beautiful bathrooms have
been installed, and Welsh
oak beams crown the
contemporary and cosy
sitting rooms and
bedrooms.  Facilities include
a games room, hot tub,
table tennis and even a
football pitch as well as
ample parking for cars and
coaches. Stay. Relax.
Explore
www.tynrhyd.com

Bala Lake Railway
Nestled in a valley in the
upper reaches of  the river
Dee, lies the largest natural
lake in Wales, Llyn Tegid
also known as Bala Lake.
Once upon a time it was
possible to travel through
this valley and alongside
this lake on an express train
heading for London.  Now
the narrow-gauge steam
trains of  the Bala Lake
Railway follow the same
route between
Llanuwchllyn beyond the
upper most reaches of  the
lake and Bala where the
Dee flows out towards
Llangollen. 
The charming little country
halt at Llanuwchllyn, with
its red telephone box filled
with flowers, and
surrounded by open fields,
has never been busier.  The
station café serves cream
teas, a mouthwatering
selection of  cakes and the
creamiest locally made ice
cream you have ever tasted.
The original working
Victorian signalbox is open
to visitors, as is the engine
sheds which normally
houses a collection of

delightful little steam
engines, mostly rescued
from the vast slate quarries
of  north wales and now
lovingly restored.
One of  these engines will
be waiting at the head of
the train ready to take
passengers on the 4½ mile
journey through southern
Snowdonia, often skirting
the lake and offering
magnificent views of  the
nearby mountains.  
Groups of  15 or more
qualify for discounted
travel.  Single or return
journeys are available, and
there is free coach parking
at Llanuwchllyn station.
www.bala-lake-railway.co.uk

10 Things
You Didn’t
Know About
Mid Wales

1. The Centre for
Alternative Technology at
Machynlleth is Europe’s
leading eco-centre with
65,000 visitors every year.
Groups can explore
interactive displays of
wind, water and solar
power – and ride one of
the steepest cliff  railways
in the world. 

2. A £433,840 grant from
the Big Lottery Fund
transformed a derelict
building on the River
Ellywe into a working
flour mill, bakery and café.
Every day Talgarth Mill in
the Brecon Beacons
produces “real bread”

using traditional methods
and simple honest
ingredients – including
their very own flour. 

3. Constitution Hill rises
dramatically from the sea
on the northern end of
Aberystwyth promenade
to provide (on a clear day)
views of  no fewer than 
26 mountain peaks. The
most relaxing way to reach
the top is the Aberystwyth
Cliff  Railway, opened in
1896 and the longest
funicular electric cliff
railway in Britain.

4. The Elan Valley is
known as “the Lake
District of  Wales” – a
Victorian fantasy
landscape of  stone dams
and immense man-made
lakes. Inside its visitor
centre is a café serving
proper coffee and home-
made cakes. Outside are
the River Elan, Caban
Coch Dam and the
wildlife-rich Cambrian
Mountains.

5. The Hall at Abbey-
Cwm-Hir near
Llandrindod Wells is a
Victorian time capsule –
52 rooms stuffed with
marble fireplaces, Rococo
ceilings and so much
paraphernalia that, in the
words of  author Simon
Jenkins, “it explodes into
rampant kitsch”.

6. The Talyllyn Railway,
inspiration for the Thomas
the Tank Engine stories and
the Ealing comedy The
Titfield Thunderbolt, was the
world’s first railway to be
preserved as a heritage
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attraction. The original
1840s locomotives are still
chuffing through the
beautiful and unchanging
Fathew Valley.

7. The National Library of
Wales in Aberystwyth
houses most of  the
greatest treasures of  Welsh
literature – including the
Black Book of Carmarthen,
the earliest surviving
manuscript entirely in
Welsh. Group visits and
guided tours are welcome.

8. Dà Mhìle Distillery is an
organic gin-maker based
on a Ceredigion farm. The
key ingredient for their
marine-scented Seaweed
Gin comes from the local
coastline and the highlight
of  their distillery tour is a
snifter in the oak-beamed

tasting gallery.

9. At Devil’s Bridge, a
dizzying ravine is spanned
by three bridges: an iron
bridge on top of  a stone
bridge on top of  the 11th
century original, allegedly
built by the Devil in return
for the first soul to cross
it. Groups can ride there
in style on the steam trains
of  the Vale of  Rheidol
Railway.

10. The National Trust’s
Llanerchaeron, a delightful
18th-century gentry estate
near Aberaeron, has a
spectacular walled garden,
a passion for self-sufficient
living – and a farm shop
selling surplus goodies.
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Nowhere else in the
UK got a look-in. It
was right up there with
the Azores, South
Australia and Taranaki
in New Zealand. But a
fair bit easier to get to
for groups seeking
adventure, epic
landscapes, sandy
beaches and an
astonishing range of
historic attractions that
includes two of  Wales’s
three World Heritage
Sites.

New for 2017/18: 
the dramatic
Adventure Terminal
with restaurant and bar
at Zip World Velocity
where you can watch
zip-liners fly by at
100mph, a £2.2 million
showpiece terminus of
the Ffestiniog and

West Highland Railway
due to open in 2018 at
Caernarfon.  
The 70-mile route
from Portmeirion to
Caernarfon through
Snowdonia that’s just
been named one of  the
world’s best drives by
the Daily Telegraph.

Key bases and tour
stops: Conwy and
Llandudno by the
seaside, Beaumaris on
the Menai Strait,
Italianate Portmeirion,
Betws-y-Coed and
Beddgelert in
magnificent
Snowdonia, the slate
town of  Blaenau
Ffestiniog, the hilltop
market town of  Ruthin
and Llangollen on the
banks of  the cascading
River Dee.

A Splash of
Snowdonia
Imagination

Snowdonia, the
mountainous heart of
southern Britain, has
always been one of  the
country’s most popular
destinations for hiking
and outdoor holidays.
But there’s more to
this region than craters
and crags. There’s also
a big splash of
imagination.

Rugged industrial
landscapes have been
reinvented to create a
series of  truly world-
class attractions. Surf
Snowdonia is the
world’s first inland
surfing lagoon, where
perfect two-metre
waves curl at the touch
of  a button. 
Zip World Velocity is
the fastest zip line on
the planet – groups
experience the closest
thing to flying as they
hurtle at more than
100mph high above an

old slate quarry.

And at Bounce Below,
three layers of  bouncy
cargo nets are
connected by slides,
ladders and rope
bridges in an
underground slate
cavern twice the size of
St Paul’s Cathedral. 
No wonder Wanderlust
magazine made
Snowdonia its Top UK
Destination for 2017.

This epic landscape is
all about adventure.
But not everyone
wants to ride a wave or
dangle off  a mountain.
Fortunately there are
plenty of  places where
your groups can
experience a big surge
of  adrenalin without
necessarily getting out
of  breath.

They can enter the
subterranean world of
Llechwedd Slate
Caverns at Blaenau
Ffestiniog, for
example, without
doing any bouncing at 
all – although hard hats
are compulsory, during

There’s a serious buzz about North Wales. In fact travel experts Lonely Planet named it as
one of  their top 10 regions to visit in the world for 2017. 

North Wales Z  
V   
f  
l   
p  

“
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an underground tour to
discover what life was like as
a Victorian slate miner. A
trip to spectacular Swallow
Falls, where the River
Llugwy flows dramatically
through a narrow chasm just
outside the outdoorsy town
of  Betws-y-Coed, shouldn’t
prove too taxing either.

Meanwhile Snowdonia’s
various steam railways – take
your pick from the Welsh
Highland Heritage Railway,
the Ffestiniog and Welsh
Highland Railway, Llanberis
Lake Railway and several
others – provide a relaxing
way to explore the 823
square-mile National Park
and stunning coastal scenery.

On the Snowdon Mountain
Railway, there’s even a train
to whisk your group to the
top of  the tallest mountain
in England and Wales
(3560ft) without breaking a
sweat. 

But a visit to Beddgelert,
possibly the only village in
the world named after a dog,
might just put them through
the emotional wringer. It
contains a memorial to the
faithful hound Gelert, who
was killed by Prince
Llywelyn the Great for
murdering his infant son –
when in fact he had saved
him from a ravening wolf.

There won’t be a dry eye on
the coach. Don’t spoil it by
revealing that this tear-
jerking tale might well have
been invented by a 19th-
century innkeeper to lure
tourists. (If  so, it certainly
seems to be working.)

Zip World
Velocity is the
fastest zip
line on the
planet 

“ “
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The Queen of
Welsh Resorts
Think North Wales and
many people think of  the
sea. The stretch of  sandy
beaches, rocky cliffs and
rugged promontories that
runs from Talacre on the
Dee Estuary to the unspoilt
Llŷn Peninsula away to the
west is one of  finest
coastlines in Britain.

At its heart are the twin
coastal towns of
Llandudno and Conwy,
separated by the immense
humped headland known
as the Great Orme that
rises 700 feet above the
waves like a giant sea
monster (which is exactly
what its name means in
Old Norse).

The Victorians and
Edwardians loved
Llandudno – they called it
the Queen of  the Welsh
Resorts and graced it with
some of  Britain’s most
elegant seafront
architecture. It’s still there,
curving between the Great
and Little Ormes beside a
vast pebbly beach. And
since this remains a
traditional seaside resort,
Punch and Judy still draw
the crowds beside the
longest pier in Wales.

The Alpine-style cable car
and the cable tramway
(nearest equivalent: San
Francisco) are a bit more of
a surprise. Both will haul
groups up the steep slopes
of  the Great Orme, past
the wild mountain goats, to

explore the Bronze Age
copper mines – or shoot
down the country’s longest
toboggan run.
At contrasting Conwy,
medieval town walls
enclose a film-set town of
narrow streets and historic
houses, including 14th-
century Aberconwy House,
clustered around a quayside
at the mouth of  the Conwy
estuary. Further upstream is
world-famous Bodnant
Garden and, right next
door, Bodnant Welsh Food
Centre with its on-site dairy
and bakery, fierce
commitment to Welsh
produce and wines from all
over the world. 

Other coastal highlights
include the 125-mile
Anglesey Coast Path
around Wales’s biggest
island that takes in several
Blue Flag beaches and the
candy-coloured town of
Beaumaris, the “whistling
sands” of  Porth Oer on the
Llŷn Peninsula and the
resort of  Criccieth guarded
by its 13th-century castle. 

And it’s here, at the village
of  Portmeirion, where
Wales becomes Italy, where
the Mediterranean mixes
with medieval Britain and
the Orient. Words can’t
quite capture the dazzling
personality of  this surreal
little world created by
architect Clough Williams-
Ellis – a “home for fallen
buildings” on a sub-tropical
hillside beside one of
Wales’s most beautiful 
estuaries.

Castle
Country
Back in the late 13th
century, the independently
minded Welsh people were
giving King Edward I all
kinds of  trouble. So he
embarked on a ruthless
campaign to suppress and
intimidate them.

The result was an “iron
ring” of  castles all along
the North Wales coast. It
was medieval Europe’s
most ambitious building
programme. And it’s still
just as impressive today.

So impressive in fact that
four of  these fortresses
have been named by
UNESCO as a World
Heritage Site, on a par with
treasures such as Machu
Picchu, the Taj Mahal and
the Acropolis. They
provide the tour of  a
lifetime for groups with a
love of  history – and a
liking for vibrant seaside
towns and a spectacular
coastline.

With its huge polygonal
towers and colour-coded
bands of  stone, not to
mention its impregnable
setting overlooking the
River Seiont and the Menai
Strait, Caernarfon is quite
simply one of  the greatest
castles on earth.

The eight massive towers
of  Conwy Castle still
dominate the town, which
also has one of  the finest
sets of  town walls in
Europe. Some say it’s the

most magnificent of
Edward’s Welsh fortresses.
To get the full picture, head
for the battlements and
breathtaking views across
mountains and sea.

And at the pretty seaside
town of  Beaumaris on
Anglesey, Edward built the
most technically perfect
castle in Britain with classic
proportions and perfect
symmetry.

It’s a road trip through
seven centuries of
turbulent history – with
plenty of  other historic
attractions to spark your
group’s imagination on the
way.

At Plas Mawr in Conwy
they can see the finest town
house of  the Elizabethan
era anywhere in Britain. At
Penrhyn Castle in Bangor
they can marvel at a neo-
Norman extravaganza built
with absolutely no expense
spared. And at Plas
Newydd, home of  the
Marquesses of  Anglesey,
they can see artist Rex
Whistler’s haunting mural –
and an artificial leg from
the Battle of  Waterloo.
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The Stream in
the Sky
When Thomas Telford and
William Jessop opened
mighty Pontcysyllte
Aqueduct a month after the
Battle of  Trafalgar in 1805,
it was the tallest canal boat
crossing in the world. 

Locals still call it “the
stream in the sky”. It’s
1,007 feet long and 126 feet
high. And there’s nothing
between you and the River
Dee far below except a
great deal of  fresh Welsh
air. 

A trip over the aqueduct
should be on the bucket list
of  any group with a taste
for the spectacular. The
bravest can walk over, with
or without looking down,
and the rest can do it as
Telford intended – in a
narrowboat.

Pontcysyllte is just part of
an 11-mile stretch of  the
Llangollen Canal so
remarkable for its gravity-
defying aqueducts and
viaduct and its tunnels and
embankments, that it’s been
designated a World
Heritage Site. 

At the riverside town of
Llangollen – whitewater
capital of  Wales and home
of  the famous
International Musical
Eisteddfod –you can catch
a horse-drawn canal boat or
ride a steam train to
Corwen through the
beautiful Dee Valley, an
Area of  Outstanding
Natural Beauty. It’s a great

base for groups exploring
North East Wales.

The area contains two
magnificent National Trust
properties: Chirk Castle,
the only fortress from the
time of  Edward I still lived
in today, and Erddig with
its “upstairs downstairs”
insights into the life of  a
gentry family and their
servants.
Ruthin too, described as
“the most charming small
town in Wales”, has a pair
of  remarkable heritage
attractions. Sumptuously
restored Nantclwyd y Dre
is the oldest timbered town
house in Wales and Ruthin
Gaol the only Pentonville-
style prison in Britain open
to the public. 

Groups can explore its
creepy nooks and crannies,
find out what the prisoners
ate (gruel, gruel and more
gruel) and shudder at the
punishments they suffered.
They can even take an
unsettling peek in the
condemned man’s cell.

Spotlight On

Anglesey Sea Zoo

See the Best of  British
marine life at Anglesey’s
leading, all weather
attraction. Meet amazing
invertebrates in the No
Bone Zone, see the wolf
fish lair and creep through
the Seven Sisters
shipwreck! Visit our British
seahorse and lobster
conservation programmes,
a kelp forest full of  huge
fish and our mesmerising

Moon jellyfish display.
Daily interactive talks, crazy
golf, adventure playground,
giant bouncy castle and
slide, with stunning views
of  the Menai Strait and the
Snowdonia National Park.
Anglesey Sea Zoo provides

fun, friendly and
educational experiences for
groups, families and
individuals of  all ages.
Group discounts and
exciting interactive
packages are available, as
well as free coach parking
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ROYAL VICTORIA HOTEL 
Llanberis, Gwynedd,  LL55 4TY 
Tel:01286 870253

The Royal Victoria Hotel is uniquely located close to Llanberis at the foot of
Snowdon, within 30 acres of our very own gardens and woodlands, which 
include the historic castle of Dolbadarn. Being cradled between two lakes Llyn
Padarn and Llyn Peris as well as the Welsh mountains our location is quite
simply breath taking, and the Snowdon Mountain Railway is right opposite!

Just 15 minutes from the A55 North Wales Expressway, we are ideally 
located for both business travellers and leisure travellers wishing to explore
North & Mid Wales, mountains & coast. Whether you are travelling on

leisure or on business, we believe that The Royal Victoria Hotel is one of the
best hotels in Snowdonia offering both quality and value.

Kirsty Horton – Groups Reservations Co-Ordinator 
– groups@theroyalvictoria.co.uk Tel:01286 873411
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NARROW GAUGE RAILWAYS AT THEIR BEST 
 

ONE-WAY JOURNEY OPTIONS  •  ON-TRAIN CATERING AVAILABLE 

An ideal way to relax and enjoy the beauty of North Wales 
 

• Comfortable Carriages • Spectacular Scenery •  
 

 • Train services operate throughout the year •  
 

 • Light refreshments service available on most trains •  
 

 • Wide range of journey options to suit your itinerary •  
 

Please contact our experienced Group Travel staff for itinerary 
suggestions, helpful advice, timetables and further information 

FFESTINIOG & WELSH HIGHLAND RAILWAYS 
Harbour Station, Porthmadog, Gwynedd, LL49 9NF 

groups@ffwhr.com 01766 516024 www.festrail.co.uk 

Anglesey Sea Zoo provides fun, friendly and educational
experiences for groups, families and individuals of all ages.

Group discounts and exciting interactive packages are
available, as well as free coach parking and driver incentives. 

Pre-booking is recommended but not essential.  
Visit our website www.angleseyseazoo.co.uk/en/groups or call us on 

01248 430411 for further information and booking details.
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and driver incentives. Pre-
booking is recommended
but not essential. 
www.angleseyseazoo.co.uk/en
/groups or call us for
further information

Ffestiniog & Welsh
Highland Railway

Experience the best of
Steam, Scenery and
Snowdonia by taking a trip
on the Ffestiniog & Welsh

Highland Railway.
Two of  the famous Great
Little Trains of  Wales,
these lines take you on a
journey of  nostalgia, coast
to coast and into the

foothills of  Snowdonia.
The famous Ffestiniog
Railway with its legendary
Double Fairlie locomotives
runs between Porthmadog
and Blaenau Ffestiniog, a
journey lasting just over an

hour. Its sister railway, The
Welsh Highland, runs
between the Royal town of
Caernarfon, beside the
castle, to the harbour at
Porthmadog, a length of
2½ hours, where they share
a joint station. 
Most groups do a one way
trip as part of  their day out
and the coach collects them
at the other end.
Refreshments are served to
your seat on both lines and
pre-booked group catering
is available. At Porthmadog
station, there is coach
parking, shop, toilets and
Spooner’s café/bar which
serves everything from a
coffee to a full cooked
meal. Blaenau Ffestiniog
and Caernarfon both offer
good places for a stop, with
pleasant cafes and shops in
both towns.
Pre-booking is strongly

advised for groups as these
are very popular attractions.
For more information,
visit www.festrail.co.uk
or telephone the group
travel office on  
Tel: 01766 516024.

Llangollen Railway 

Llangollen Railway is the
only standard gauge
heritage railway in North
Wales. We are located
beside the historic 
Dee Bridge (built in 1345)
in the centre of  Llangollen
town. The journey is a
relaxing 10 miles travelling
through the stunning Dee
Valley to the lovely town of
Corwen the cross roads of
North Wales.
The line follows the
picturesque River Dee,
classed as a Site of  Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI),
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for its entire length. Why not sit back
and enjoy afternoon tea or a Welsh
cream tea while enjoying  exquisite
views of  the Dee Valley. 

Pop in to the Llangollen Railway
souvenir shop and take a lasting
reminder of  your visit to our
beautiful railway.

Contact info@
llangollen-railway.co.uk
Tel: 01978 860979
www.llangollen-railway.co.uk

Horse drawn boat trips 

Has now been running from
Llangollen Wharf  on the beautiful
Llangollen Canal since 1884. Enjoy a
relaxing trip on The horse drawn
boats. Just turn up and take a 45 min
trip or book in advance for a two
hour trip.  There is also a two hour
motor boat trip across the mighty
Pontcysyllte Aqueduct. Again you can
book in advance.  Refreshments and
light lunches can be served on the
motor boat trip or taken in the tea

room on the wharf. Group rates are
available for all trips and drivers and
couriers go free except for the
aqueduct trip where the driver has to
pick up from a different location.
All trips can be booked on 
Tel: 01978 860702

The Slate Cavern-Llechwedd

The Llechwedd Deep Mine Tour is a
family friendly interactive tour using
new technology featuring a beautiful
projection over the underground lake.

It is a place children can use miner’s
primitive drills just as they would
have been done over 150 years ago. 
They lay fuses setting off  powerful
blasts using a Victorian plunger.
Visitors gasp at the real life
dangermen as they bring to life one



of  the most death defying elements
of  Victorian health and safety!
Customers access the caverns using
Britain’s steepest cable railway to
levels of  500ft underground and the
passionate tour guides – many of
whom have local connections with
the mine – creates  great memories
for our visitors.
The Quarry Explorer is an off-road
adventure that will take you right into 
the heart of  Llechwedd’s man-made
mountains. Travelling in a military 
4 x 4 truck you’ll drive up high to the
top of  the quarry. 
You’ll learn more about how this
amazing landscape was formed, and
why it is now the subject of  a
UNESCO World Heritage Status bid.
You’ll take in views of  North Wales
like no other and have the
opportunity to snap some great
photographs. 
www.llechwedd-slate-caverns.co.uk

Snowdon Mountain Railway 

Let Snowdon Mountain Railway take
you on the journey of  a lifetime to
the rooftop of  Wales. Snowdon
dominates the landscape of  the
Snowdonia National Park in North
Wales. Travel to the Summit on one
of  our award-winning heritage
carriages, pushed by an original Swiss
steam locomotive. Or climb aboard
our traditional diesel service, pushed
by a handsome Hunslet diesel
locomotive. 
From the first views of  the waterfall
plunging into the gorge below at the
start of  the journey, to the breath-
taking sights over the sheer edge of
Rocky Valley, every moment is
memorable. One of  the world’s
greatest panoramas is revealed at the
summit. Hafod Eryri, the summit
visitor centre, has spectacular
panoramic views to the valleys below.
Venture to the cairn and take in the
spectacular view, recently voted the
UK’s favourite in a poll by Samsung.
From the summit of  the highest

mountain in Wales and England,
young and old can embrace the
invigorating atmosphere of  Eryri –
Land of  the Eagles. All summit
services last approximately 2.5 hours,
including a 30 minute stop at the
summit. Come with us and see
exactly why the  Snowdon Mountain
Railway has been described as one of
the most unique and wonderful
railway journeys in the world.
www.snowdonrailway.co.uk

10 Things You
Didn’t Know
About North Wales

1. On the quayside at Conwy is
officially the Smallest House in
Britain: a brightly painted one-up,
one-down measuring just 10 feet by
six. So groups might have a bit of  a
problem squeezing in. But they love
being photographed outside.

2. Parys Mountain on Anglesey once
produced more copper than any
other mine in the world. You can still
see the vividly coloured lunar
landscape left by 18th-century miners
and hear their story at the Copper
Kingdom Centre in Amlwch.

3. Locals call it Llanfair PG. But the
full name of  this Anglesey village is
the longest in Europe:
Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndr
obwllllantysiliogogogoch. The
famous sign at the Victorian railway
station is one of  the great photo
opportunities of  Wales.

4. Hedd Wyn was a farmer, soldier
and poet posthumously awarded the
biggest prize in Welsh literature, the
National Eisteddfod Chair. His
evocative Snowdonia farmhouse Yr
Ysgwrn reopened after a £3 million
restoration in summer 2017 – 100

years after his death at Passchendaele
in the first World War.

5. The National Eisteddfod of  Wales
is one of  the world’s iconic arts and
music festivals. It’s been described as
“a cross between Glastonbury and
the Edinburgh Festival”. And in
August 2017 it’s all happening in
Bodedern on Anglesey.

6. Adventurous groups love to feel
the wind in their hair and the salt
spray on their faces. They can ride an
RIB on the Menai Strait or go on a
Bear Grylls boat tour to the islands
and high cliffs of  North Anglesey.

7. The evocative silhouette of  Castell
Dinas Brân, or the Crow’s Fortress,
crowns a rocky hill above the town of
Llangollen. A short brisk climb will
reward your group with stunning 360-
degree views – and the chance, if  you
believe the legend, to find the Holy
Grail that lies buried beneath the
ruins.

8. The Welsh patron saint of  lovers,
St Dwynwen, spent her days on tidal
Llanddwyn Island in Anglesey. With
its lighthouse and ruined chapel (not
to mention a well containing
prophetic fish), it’s the most romantic
spot in Wales.

9. The fantasy village of  Portmeirion
provides a surreal setting for one of
Britain’s most exciting musical events
– Festival No.6. In September 2017
the “festival unlike any other, in a
place like no other” welcomes Rag
‘N’ Bone Man and Laura Mvula.

10. North Wales has some world-
famous gardens. Others, equally
spectacular, fly a little further under
the radar – like Plas Cadnant Hidden
Gardens on Anglesey, now restored
to their former glory, or Plas Tan y
Bwlch, a Victorian woodland garden
in Snowdonia with stunning
mountain views.
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In this millennium
alone South Wales has
hosted The Ryder
Cup, FA Cup finals,
cricket Test matches,
the Rugby World Cup
and the Olympics –
not forgetting a
NATO Summit. In
2017 it welcomed
footballing giants Real
Madrid and Juventus
to contest the UEFA
Champions League
Final. 

And in 2018, Wales’s
Year of  the Sea,
Cardiff  brings the
round-the-world
Volvo Ocean Race to
Europe for the first
time in more than a
decade. 

So soon more people
than ever will know

about the world-
leading museums and
art galleries, the
magnificent castles
and historic houses,
the heritage coastline
and the wonderful
food and drink that
your groups can
experience.

New for 2017/18: 
the Senior Open
Championship,
Wales’s first golf
major, returned to
Royal Porthcawl in
July 2017, a visionary
development at 
St Fagans National
Museum of  History in
Cardiff  will turn it
into “one of  the great
museums of  history”.
Key bases and tour
stops: Cardiff,
Newport – home of

The 2010 Ryder Cup,
Roman Caerleon and
the food town of
Abergavenny.

The Heart
and Soul of
Wales
Cardiff ’s history is
written in its three-in-
one castle: Roman
walls, Norman keep
and a dazzling
Victorian mansion
that’s a legacy from
when Cardiff  was the
world’s biggest coal-
exporting port.

The old docks are
now a striking
waterfront and the
compact city centre
has museums and
concert halls,
energetic nightlife,
great food, the best
shopping in western
Britain, a world-class
sports stadium and a
vibrant cultural scene.
In short, it’s a modern
European capital city

that’s absurdly easy for
groups to enjoy.

Art lovers will head
straight for the
National Museum
Cardiff. Thanks to the
generosity of  the
Davies sisters, wealthy
philanthropists from
rural Mid Wales with
surprisingly advanced
tastes for their time, it
contains one of  the
finest collections of
Impressionist art
anywhere in Europe. 

These are not mere
paintings and
sculptures – they are
landmarks of  Western
art. Pictures by Manet,
Renoir, Pissarro and
Van Gogh. Monet’s
water lilies and Rodin’s
The Kiss. Cézanne’s
exquisite Still-Life
with Teapot, bought
by Gwendoline Davies
in 1920 for £2,000 –
and utterly priceless
today. 

At Cardiff  Bay a series
of  architectural gems
line the shoreline of  a

South Wales and its modern cosmopolitan capital of  Cardiff  is becoming a major 
destination on the global stage. They’ve always thought big here, since the days when the 
Romans  established the northernmost outpost of  their empire at Caerleon and centuries
later when coal from the South Wales Valleys powered the Industrial Revolution.

South Wales

The old
docks are
now a
striking
waterfront

“

“
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494-acre freshwater lake, including
the elegant Senedd building of  the
National Assembly for Wales.

Wales Millennium Centre is home to
The Welsh National Opera and The
BBC National Orchestra of  Wales as
well as performances from “West
End” musicals and touring
productions.  Groups can also take
back-stage tours.

There is also the Norwegian Church
where Llandaff-born writer Roald
Dahl and family worshipped. 

But if  your group really wants to
understand the heart and soul of  the
Welsh people, bring them to iconic
Principality Stadium – perhaps the
most enjoyable sporting arena in the
world with its perfect city-centre
location and electric atmosphere

beneath that huge sliding roof. 

We can’t promise them tickets to a
big rugby international. But they can
always take a stadium tour. This
includes a peek in the dressing room
we call the Dragon’s Lair, a view of
the hallowed turf  – and the chance
to lift a trophy to the skies in the
President’s Box normally reserved
for royalty.

Outside the Capital

It will take a good long while to
exhaust the pleasures of  Cardiff. But
once your group is ready to leave the
capital they’ll find a quartet of
outstanding historic attractions just a
short drive away.
Few places define Welsh identity as
profoundly as St Fagans National

Museum of  History , opened in
1948 in the grounds of  a 
16th-century manor house – the
very first national open-air museum
in the UK. 

Since then more than 40 original
Welsh buildings from different
periods have been rebuilt piece by
piece in the 100-acre park including
houses, a farm, a school and a
splendid workmen’s institute. 

Tredegar House in Newport is one
of  the architectural wonders of
Wales and one of  the most
significant late 17th-century houses
in the whole of  the British Isles. For
centuries it was home to one of  the
greatest Welsh families, the
Morgans, later Lords Tredegar – and
flamboyance has always been at its
heart.
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Groups can hear all about the dark
arts, riotous parties, war heroism,
crocodiles and crucifixes that meant
Tredegar House was never an
ordinary household. 

The Third Marquess of  Bute, who
oversaw Cardiff  Castle’s Victorian
revamp, employed the same architect
to create a stunningly opulent rural
retreat. The result was Castell Coch
with its fairytale turrets and dazzling
Gothic Revival interior.

Caerphilly Castle, meanwhile, is the
real deal. The biggest castle in Wales
has a Great Hall and drawbridge,
siege engines that actually work and
elaborate water defences. It also has
a leaning tower that’s even wonkier
than the one in Pisa.

Life at the
Coalface
There’s history. Then there’s the
feeling you get 300 feet
underground when a real miner is
showing you what life was like for

the thousands of  men who worked
at the South Wales coalface.

The Big Pit National Coal Museum
is for adventurous groups who crave
a truly authentic experience. For the
underground tour they’re handed a
helmet, cap lamp, belt, battery and
“self  rescuer” prior to the descent.

The museum retains many features
of  its former life. But the tunnels
and buildings that once echoed to
the sound of  miners are now full of
the chatter of  visitors from all over
the world. 

Big Pit stands high on the heather-
clad moors of  Blaenavon – a unique
industrial landscape designated a
World Heritage Site by UNESCO.
It’s a living, breathing reminder of
the coal industry in Wales and the
people and society it created. 

Just like the Museum of  Welsh
Mining at the Rhondda Heritage
Park, where ex-miners takes groups
to the pit bottom for an
unforgettable insight into “a back-
breaking, heart-breaking way to 
make a living”.

But there were winners and losers in
the Industrial Revolution. Cyfartha
Park and Museum at Merthyr Tydfil
tells a different side to the story.
Here ironmaster William Crawshay
built an extravagant castle to assert
his dominance over the town – and
filled it with fine paintings and
pottery from Swansea, Nantgarw
and Wedgwood.

Now the people have taken over.
The museum contains artefacts
including the first steam whistle, the
first voting ballot box and dresses by
Laura Ashley and Julien McDonald.
And it traces the history of  the
populist Merthyr Rising of  1831
against William Crawshay himself.
He would not have been amused.

The Culinary
Capital
At its best, Welsh food is simple:
first-rate ingredients, cooked with
skill by passionate people. 
We’re justly famous for lamb but
there’s also Welsh Black beef,
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Junction  of the M and just  miles from Cardiff.
The Royal Mint Experience is approximately  miles from 

almint.com/experienceoywww.r
0333 241 2223To find out more and make a booking telephone 

Open  days a week•

Free familiarisation visit•

Free entry for tour leader and coach dr•

Preferential group rates•

Interactive Exhibition•

Guided Factory  Experience•

get the chance to strike your very own coin!
made. Go behind the scenes to follow the journey of a coin from a blank to bank and 
The only place in the world where you can watch the United Kingdom’s coins being 
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champion cheeses and great seafood
from our 870-mile coastline. And
we’re at the front of  the craft ale
revolution.

So your groups will eat and drink
well just about anywhere in Wales.
But arguably the culinary capital of
the country is Abergavenny.

Every September this market town
attracts 30,000 visitors to one of  the
world’s best food festivals. It’s an
epic celebration of  the free-range
meat and dew-fresh vegetables, the
wine and beer, the artisan bread and
home-made cakes that this particular
corner of  South East Wales is
increasingly famous for. 
Above all, it’s a pat on the back for
all the growers, brewers and makers

– and a chance for food-loving
groups to meet the people who
make the magic happen. The people
who take the clear mountain springs,
rolling hills and lush pastureland all
around them and turn them into
something delicious.
Penderyn Distillery, for instance,
whose £850,000 visitor centre
attracts 40,000 people a year to hear
the story of  the first Welsh whisky-
maker for more than a century, to
see their unique single-pot stills in
action and sample one of  the
smoothest whiskies in the world. It
wouldn’t taste quite the same
without it’s very own supply of  pure
Brecon Beacons water. 

An authentic sense of  place runs
equally deep at Blaenafon Cheddar

Company, award-winning producers
of  Welsh cheddars and soft goats’
cheeses. Three hundred feet deep to
be precise. Their Pwll Mawr cheddar
is matured at the bottom of  the
mineshaft at Big Pit National Coal
Museum. Others are flavoured with
Penderyn whisky, Welsh white wine
or Reverend James ale by iconic
Cardiff  brewers SA Brains.

It’s all very well having some of  the
best produce in the British Isles –
but someone has to cook it.
Fortunately this region has three of
the seven restaurants awarded a
Michelin star in 2017 – The
Whitebrook in Monmouth,
Restaurant James Sommerin in
Penarth and the legendary Walnut
Tree in Abergavenny. 
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Invites you for a great day out for all the
family. Enjoy the beautiful scenery of the
National Park From an ideal position - in

a narrow gauge steam train! 

Travel in one of our all-weather 
observation carriages behind 

a vintage  steam  locomotive to 
Torpantau, high in the Brecon Beacons.

Trains run from February to the end 
of October and at Christmas – for the 

‘Santa Specials’. Enjoy our licensed tearooms,
gift & souvenir shop, steam museum, lakeside

cafe, picnic areas, children’s play area, 
model railway, locomotive workshop 

and restoration, special events, 
childrens birthday parties, 
free car and coach parking.

Brecon Mountain Railway, Pant Station, Merthyr Tydfil, . TEL: 01685 722988  
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Not to mention some terrific pubs
including the Felin Fach Griffin just
up the road in the Brecon Beacons,
Welsh Dining Pub of  the Year six
times in the last seven years and
garlanded with Michelin’s Bib
Gourmand for producing wonderful
food at moderate prices.

Spotlight On
Welsh Banquets

An unforgettable evening of  Welsh
hospitality in the historic
surroundings of  Cardiff  Castle. Join
us for a relaxed and informal
evening where you can enjoy the
best of  Welsh entertainment, Welsh
food and the warmest of  welcomes.
Held in one of  the oldest parts of
the castle in the atmospheric 15th

century Undercroft, your hosts are
dressed in full Welsh national
costume and will serve your meal
and keep you entertained with a
selection of  traditional and
contemporary songs, in both
English and Welsh, all accompanied
by a Welsh harpist. In no time at all
you will be joining in the fun or
hwyl  as it is  known in Wales.  A
great value night  includes mead-
tasting on arrival, a three course
meal, half  a bottle of  wine per
person (or soft drinks) and all the
entertainment. For a small extra
charge a guided tour of  the
magnificent Castle Apartments can
be arranged before the Welsh
Banquet begins. Available Sunday –
Thursday, January – November, 
(subject to minimum numbers).
Discounts are available for groups

and travel trade.  
Visit www.cardiffcastle.com, call 
Tel: 029 2087 8100 to check
availability or to book 

Llancaiach Fawr Manor 

Llancaiach Fawr Manor is a living
history museum set in the turbulent
times of  the Civil War.  Visitors to
the manor are welcomed by the
servants of  Colonel Pritchard who
are dressed in the costume of  the
period, speaking the old fashioned
English. As they show you around
the house they talk freely about the
turmoil and impact the Civil War is
having, the lives of  their master and
mistress as well as folklore and
customs.  After your tour you can
explore the recreated 17th- Century
gardens and then relax in our Café
for a spot of  lunch or cup of  coffee
and cake.
Our new state of  the art exhibition
which was launched in July provides
interactive content for all ages and
allows visitors to explore the history
of  the manor in as much or as little
detail as they like.   
We can accommodate up to 90
individuals on a tour of  the manor
and similarly if  catering facilities are
required. We can also provide
indulgent afternoon or cream teas,
lunches or dinners in the
Conservatory Restaurant.
www.llancaiachfawr.com or Tel:
01443 412248 

Festival Park 

Festival Park outlet shopping and
leisure is home to over 40 stores
offering up to 75% off  high prices

all year round. A wide range of
stores including M&S outlet. Gap
Outlet. Clarks Factory Shopping,
Klass, Roman Originals and
Autonomy provide the perfect place
for shoppers to pick up a bargain. 
Shoppers can enjoy a hassle free
shopping experience in a beautiful
setting within the Ebbw Valley with
breath-taking views over 75 acres of
parkland.
With free parking, two coffee shops
and a restaurant Including Costa
Coffe, Festival Park is perfect for a
family day out. Children can enjoy
the Red Dragons Adventure Castle
or ride on the UK’s longest
supertubing run. After shopping at
some great stores, you can explore
the parkland where you will find an
owl sanctuary, woodland walks and
fishing lakes. Take advantage of  late
night shopping every Thursday
where stores close at 7pm.
www.festivalshopping.co.uk

The Royal Mint Experience

Discover the unexpected wonder of
coins at The Royal Mint Experience.
The Royal Mint is the only place in
the world where visitors can watch
the United Kingdom’s coins being
made.    The Royal Mint Experience
offers a behind the scenes 45 minute
guided factory experience which
follows the journey of  a coin from
blank to bank.  Here, visitors will
experience at first hand the sights,
sounds and smells of  thousands of
new coins, hot off  the press and get
the chance to strike their very own
coin.
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Following the factory
experience, visitors can
wander at their own pace
through a six zone
interactive exhibition,
discovering the incredible
processes needed to make
a coin.  Highlights in the
exhibition include a penny
of  Alfred The Great, a
Sovereign of  Henry VII
and the legendary rarity
the 1933 penny.  There is
also the opportunity to get
up close to the London
2012 Olympic and
Paralympic medals, and
listen to the stories of
those whose bravery has

been rewarded with the
UK’s gallantry and service
medals. The Royal Mint
Experience is open seven
days a week, all year and is
just four miles from
Junction 34 of  the M4
from Cardiff.  
Special rates for groups
of  15+.
www.royalmint.com/
experience or 
Tel: 0333 241 2223 
for Group Bookings

Discover Rhondda
Cynon Taf  

Rhondda Cynon Taf  has
made a massive mark on
the world.  
The search for "Black
Gold" in our valleys
sparked the Industrial
Revolution and the coal
hauled from the mines of

Rhondda Cynon Taf  was
transported worldwide,
powering steam engines,
ships, industry and even
the Titanic.
Explore the international
story that unfolded here in
the South Wales Valleys at
the Rhondda Heritage
Park, the Museum of
Welsh Mining, which
brings the story of  the
search for Black Gold to
life, through the words,
memories and experiences
of  the very men who
toiled at the pit heads.
It also has interactive
exhibitions and a
fascinating recreation of  a
high street, showing how
life was in the Rhondda
during its mining hey-day.
Enjoy the on-site Caffi
Bracchi which offers
Welsh and Italian cuisine
and celebrates the
influence of  the Italian
migrants who moved from
the Bardi region of  Italy to
the Rhondda at the turn of
the 20th century, opening
coffee shops and ice
cream parlours - many of
which are still open and
run by their descendants.
Just 20 minutes from
Cardiff, Rhondda Cynon
Taf  is also home to the
Royal Mint Experience,
the only attraction of  its
kind in the world, which
offers unprecedented
access to the people and
events behind the coins in
your pocket. 
Hear some surprising

stories from our history
and experience the sights,
sounds and smells of
thousands of  glistening
coins, hot off  the press to
the precision striking of
over 700 coins per minute.
For further information
on group tours:
www.visitrct.wales

Brecon Mountain
Railway

Visit Brecon Mountain
Railway for a great day
out. They are located just
off  the heads of  the valley
road, three miles north of
Merthyr Tydfil. Follow the
mountain railway signs
from the A470 and A465.
The Brecon Mountain
Railway was built on part
of  the abandoned Brecon
and Merthyr Railway
which was originally built
in 1859.
Travel behind a vintage
steam locomotive in their
all -weather observation
coaches and admire the
views. The Railway climbs
to Torpantau, high in the
Brecon Beacons where the
train stops for you to
enjoy the views. On
return, the train stops at
Pontsticill where there is a
steam museum, lakeside
café, picnic and children's
play area, enjoy beautiful
walks around the Taf
Fechan Reservoir.
At Pant Station visit their
workshops where old
steam locomotives are
restored and new ones
built, their gift shop or
enjoy some light
refreshments in the
licensed tearooms.
Facilities for disabled
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Barry Island 
Packed with colourful seaside fun, award 
winning beaches and full of maritime history

The recent multi million pound refurbishment has transformed
the seafront and now offers a sweeping promenade along the

entire length of the award winning Blue Flag beach Whitmore Bay,
against a backdrop of enticing cafés and restaurants, vibrant

beach huts and plenty to amuse groups. For enthusiastic walkers,
the Wales Coast Path follows the route through the Island taking
in not one but three beaches, Also worth a visit are the both the
brand new RNLI Visit Centre, the Barry Tourist Railway and Barry
War Museum.  The Island hosts events throughout the year which
draws the crowds, among which the Isle of Fire, Cinema by the

Sea, Transport and Food festivals are now firm dates in the diary.

Coach parking is available www.visitthevale.com
Tel:01446 704867

email:tourism@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk

         



passengers include ramps, toilets and
a carriage designed to accommodate
wheelchairs. Reduced fares for
groups and school visits are
available, and they host a range of
special events throughout the year
including a visit to Santa’s Grotto. If
you haven’t been before take your
group and enjoy the sights and
sounds from days gone by.
www.bmr.wales

10 Things You
Didn’t Know
About South
Wales
1. Zip World is a big reason why
Lonely Planet named North Wales
one of  the world’s top travel regions
for 2017 – and in 2018 their jaw-
dropping zip lines are coming to
South Wales. Groups will soon to
able soar above the beautiful Usk
Valley at Celtic Manor resort near
Newport. 

2. There are 641 castles in Wales, so
we know a good one when we see it.
Monmouthshire contains a couple
of  our very best: Chepstow Castle,
the oldest surviving post-Roman
stone fortification in Britain, and the
stunning statement of  wealth and
power that is Raglan Castle. 

3. The great cultural festival of  the
National Eisteddfod of  Wales
comes to Cardiff  in August 2018 –
and much of  it will be free.
Organisers hope their “no fence”

approach will create a unique village
atmosphere on the waterfront at
Cardiff  Bay.

4. The National Roman Legion
Museum at Caerleon lies inside the
ruins of  a fortress built nearly 2,000
years ago. They include the most
complete amphitheatre in Britain
and the only Roman legionary
barracks on view in Europe.

5. You might have thought that
Cardiff  International White Water
with its incredible artificial rafting
course was suitable only for
adrenalin-seekers. But think again.
They can adjust the water level and
the speed of  the rapids to suit every
group. There’s even a flat-water pool
for chilled-out bell boating, raft
building and kayaking.

6. The Royal Mint Experience at
Llantristant is the only place in the
world you can watch the United
Kingdom’s coins being made –
along with those of  60 other
countries. Your groups can even
strike their own £1 coins, hot off
the press.

7. The best-preserved medieval
abbey in Wales, set in an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty. No
wonder Tintern Abbey has inspired
poets and artists for centuries. Your
groups will feel just as uplifted,
especially when they see the restored
west front – one of  the great glories
of  British Gothic architecture.

8. If  you only drive one road in
Wales, make it the A470 that runs
coast to coast from Cardiff  to
Conwy. Start in the capital, then
head up through the South Wales
Valleys to the Brecon Beacons:
adventurous groups can reach the
top of  Pen y Fan from the roadside
in little more than a hour by foot.

9. Dyffryn Gardens in the Vale of

Glamorgan are a wonderful example
of  Edwardian garden design. Here
the coal magnate John Cory
commissioned a stunning collection
of  grand vistas, intimate garden
rooms and a “world in miniature”
glasshouse containing a tropical rain
forest, dry desert and grape-filled
vinery.

10. On the Brecon Mountain
Railway, groups don’t just get to
travel in all-weather observation
coaches through the sublime Brecon
Beacons National Park. They can
peep behind the scenes to see
vintage steam locomotives being
repaired.
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Dewch i brofi cyffro'r hanes ym
Mharc Treftadaeth Cwm
Rhondda, Amgueddfa Glofeydd
Cymru. Dewch ar Daith yr Aur
Du gyda chyn-lowyr i'ch tywys
drwy ddiwrnod bythgofiadwy.  

Discover this epic story at
Rhondda Heritage Park, the
Museum of Welsh Mining. Its
Black Gold experience and
guided tours by former Miners
make for a fascinating day out. 

Croeso i Rondda Cynon Taf –
cartref y diwydiant glo a
sbardunodd y Chwyldro
Diwydiannol. Ein glo ni oedd
yn troi olwynion y byd!

Welcome to Rhondda Cynon
Taf - the home of the mining
industry that sparked the
industrial revolution. At one
time, we powered the world!

Dewch i ymweld â Rhondda Cynon Taf
Visit Rhondda Cynon Taf

Beth am ymweld â Phrofiad y
Bathdy Brenhinol? Dyma gyfle i
chi ddarganfod y bobl ac
achlysuron tu ôl i'r arian yn eich
poced. Beth am fathu darn o
arian?

Visit The Royal Mint Experience
and discover the people and
events behind the coins in your
pocket - you can even strike
your own coin.

Mae Distyllfa Penderyn yn
cynhyrchu wisgis a gwirod brag
sengl ar droedfrynion anhygoel
y Bannau Brycheiniog yn
Rhondda Cynon Taf.

Penderyn Distillery produces
award-winning single malt
whiskies and spirits in the
foothills of the magnificent
Brecon Beacons in Rhondda
Cynon Taf.

visitrctcroesorhct.cymru
visitrct.wales

           



It’s home to our
second city, Swansea,
and some of  the finest
sandy beaches and
best surfing spots in
Britain.

There’s a National
Trail, an Area of
Outstanding Natural
Beauty and a National
Park. Legend-haunted
castles and show-
stopping gardens. Not
to mention officially
the favourite view of
the people of  Wales –
Three Cliffs Bayon the
Gower peninsula. 

New for 2017/18: On
the the Tombstone

Trail that links a
haunted abbey
cemetery, a memorial
for Wales’s bravest
dog and the grave of
Merlin the magician –
and the Legends Cycle
Route exploring
ancient and modern-
day myths from Afan
Forest Park to
Fishguard. Visit
www.southwest.wales
/legends
for more ideas.

Key bases and tour
stops: waterfront
Swansea and seaside
Tenby, the buzzing
market town of
Llandeilo and the

cathedral city of  St
Davids, Laugharne
with its Dylan
Thomas connections
and magical
Carmarthen – the
oldest town in Wales. 

Legendary
Castles &
Gardens
West Wales is
renowned both for its
wonderful castles and
its breathtaking
gardens. Which is
rather handy. Because

people who love the
drama of  windswept
medieval battlements
seem to get an equal
kick from a bluebell
wood in spring.

It’s why the region has
launched “Legendary
Castles and Gardens”
– itineraries designed
to help group travel
operators explore its
remarkable history
and landscapes. There
are three- and five-day
options, accessible
tours, wet-weather
venues and driving
tours to suit any
group.

Wales’s western landscape is all about rolling hills, brooding moorland marked by cairns
and standing stones and a ruggedly beautiful coastline.

West Wales
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In Port Talbot and Neath,
highlights include Margam
Country Park with its neo-
Gothic mansion and
children’s fairytale village,
12th-century Neath Abbey
and the lakes and lush
woodland of  Gnoll
Country Estate Park.

Swansea Bay features jaw-
dropping Oystermouth
Castle, which towers over
the village of  Mumbles and
provides panoramic sea
views from a 30-feet tall
glass bridge. 

Perched above the River
Teifi in a spectacular setting
painted by JMW Turner,
Cilgerran Castle in
Pembrokeshire is the
fortress from which Owain
ap Cadwgan reputedly
abducted Princess Nest,
“the Welsh Helen of  Troy”.

Carmarthenshire has an
almost unfair concentration
of  architectural and
botanical treasures. They
include Carreg Cennen
(voted Wales’s most
romantic ruin), the “Lost in
Time” gardens of
Aberglasney and the
National Botanic Garden of
Wales – where awestruck
groups can walk through
the biggest single-span
glasshouse in the world. 

If  there’s a single
person who sums
up the Welsh
creative spirit, it’s
Dylan Thomas.

“ “
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One of  the
World’s Great
Walks
The 870-mile Wales Coast Path is
the only footpath in the world to
encompass an entire nation’s
coastline – and a remarkable 186
miles of  it is in Pembrokeshire. 

This includes some of  the most
spectacular stretches of  all, which is
why the Pembrokeshire Coast Path
National Trail was once rated the
third-best walking route in the
world, just ahead of  Mount
Kilimanjaro and the Inca Trail. 

It covers almost every kind of
maritime landscape: steep limestone
cliffs, undulating red sandstone bays,
volcanic headlands, estuaries and
flooded glacial valleys. It passes
through Britain’s only coastal
National Park. And it connects more
than 50 sandy beaches – including
pristine Barafundle, often voted one
of  the best in Britain.

Tenby has four beaches all of  its
own. With its fine Victorian houses
painted in sugared-almond colours,
this is one of  the prettiest and
cosiest Welsh seaside towns and a
gateway to South Pembrokeshire. Its
Welsh name, Dinbych-y-Pysgod
(Little Fortress of  the Fish), is a nod
to the dainty harbour beside Castle
Hill.

In craggy North Pembrokeshire at
the westernmost tip of  Wales stands
Britain’s smallest city of  St Davids
with its beautiful 6th-century
cathedral, once compared by the
Pope to Rome’s holiest sites. 

Oriel y Parc visitor centre tells the
story of  this ancient settlement and

holds a superb collection of
paintings by Graham Sutherland,
who was so inspired by the towering
cliffs and seascapes of
Pembrokeshire – just a 10-minute
walk away.

Follow in
Dylan’s
Footsteps 

If  there’s a single person who sums
up the Welsh creative spirit, it’s
Dylan Thomas. If  there’s a place, it’s
Laugharne. Dylan’s old haunts are
everywhere, alongside brilliant food
and drink and eye-catching scenery
among Carmarthenshire’s “fields of
praise”.

His family roots were here and this
lovely landscape stirred him to write
some of  his greatest works including
Under Milk Wood and Fern Hill.
Dylan lived and worked at his
Boathouse, now a world-famous
attraction with the family’s living
room still just as they left it and
Dylan’s voice booming from the
“wireless”.

Groups can even peer into his
Writing Shed – no surprise that he
found its commanding views over
the sleepy seaside town of
Laugharne a cure for writer’s block.
With its paper-strewn desk and

jacket tossed over a chair, it looks as
if  he’s just popped out for a pint. 

He was probably on his way to
Browns Hotel, where he was such a
regular he gave out their phone
number as his own. Many people
have since paid homage by making
their way up the three stone steps to
the bar – including President Carter,
Richard Burton and Elizabeth
Taylor, Peter O’Toole, Mick Jagger
and Prince Charles and The
Duchess of  Cornwall.

For culturally minded groups
Laugharne is just one possible
stopping point on a Dylan
pilgrimage through West Wales. He
was born in Mumbles and spent his
early life at 5 Cwmdonkin Drive in
Swansea, which he described as “an
ugly, lovely town… crawling,
sprawling… by the side of  a long
and splendid curving shore”. 

Swansea repaid the compliment by
opening the Dylan Thomas Centre
devoted to his life and work. A
permanent exhibition called “Love
the Words” has been running since
the centenary of  his birth in 2014.

Along with Laugharne, the seaside
town of  New Quay claims to be the
real inspiration for the fictional town
of  Llareggub (try spelling it
backwards) in Under Milk Wood. Its
narrow streets, harbour and
Victorian terraces certainly make it a
plausible contender. But it was in
Lower Fishguard that the 1972 film
starring Richard Burton was filmed.

Every year West Wales holds events
inspired by Dylan. Bring your
groups in April for the quirky
Laugharne Weekend, when the
town’s pubs are full of  cult novelists,
musicians, thinkers and
controversialists – or the two-week
Dylan Thomas Festival in Swansea
that starts in October on his
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Stradey Park Hotel & Spa, Llanelli, SA15 4HA. T: 01554 758171
e:reservations@stradeyparkhotel.com | www.stradeyparkhotel.com

STRADEY 
PARK HOTEL & SPA

STRADEY PARK HOTEL - A PLACE FOR ALL TO ENJOY

Gift vouchers available for that unique gift idea
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birthday and finishes in November
on the date of  his death.

Surf ’s Up at
Swansea Bay
Swansea is known as Wales’s
Waterfront City – which makes it the
natural home of  the spectacular
National Waterfront Museum.

It’s housed in an original dockside
warehouse linked to an ultra-modern
slate and glass building in the city’s
rapidly developing maritime quarter.
Visiting groups can soak up the
history and explore how Welsh
science is helping to shape the future

via cutting-edge interactive displays. 

It’s all within a skimmed stone of
Swansea Bay, with the sandy beach
of  Aberavon at one end and the
stylish little sailing resort of
Mumbles at the other. And just
around the headland from the pier,
boutiques and ice-cream parlours of
Mumbles lies the Gower Peninsula –
Area of  Outstanding Natural Beauty
and surfing capital of  Wales. 

Just 19 miles long with a 35-mile
coastline, the Gower contains 10
nature reserves, 24 Wildlife Trust
reserves, 32 Sites of  Special
Scientific Interest and five Special
Areas of  Conservation. In fact it’s
pretty much run out of  capital

letters. 

The low-lying salt marshes and
famous Penclawdd cockle beds on
the north side of  the peninsula
contrast with the south’s sunny cliffs
and beaches – including some of  the
finest stretches of  sand to be found
anywhere on the planet.

Rhossili regularly features in top 10
lists of  the world’s best beaches and
the walk from there along a rocky
causeway to the island of  Worm’s
Head is a classic. Just make sure
your groups check the tide times if
they want to avoid the fate of  Dylan
Thomas, who famously spent an
uncomfortable night there after
falling asleep.
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Dros 100 o stondinau dan yr unto

Cardiau ‘Gostyngiad Dydd 

 
y ddinas

01792 633090

Over 100 stalls all under one roof
Free lunch for coach drivers and  
use of rest room facilities
Free coach parking
Exclusive ‘Daytripper Discount’ 
cards for shoppers

Free info packs and handy  
City Centre pocket maps

 
the City Centre
Mobility aid hire facilities  
close by

citycentremanagement@swansea.gov.uk

swanseaindoormarketwww.swanseaindoormarket.co.uk

01792 633090

For more information visit:

To make a booking:
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Spotlight On
A warm welcome awaits at
Swansea Market!

Swansea Market is the largest indoor
market in Wales and one of  the finest
in Britain. Awarded ‘Britain’s Best
Large Indoor Market 2015’ by
NABMA and sporting a
TripAdvisor’s Certificate of
Excellence, Swansea Market is a
fantastic shopping destination. 
A city by the sea, Swansea is located
off  Junction 42 of  the M4 and offers
all the traditional city centre retail
outlets you would expect, together
with a host of  bars and restaurants.
Swansea Market is at the heart of  the
city centre, where shoppers are truly
spoilt for choice.  Over 100 stalls sell
everything from unique jewellery and
gifts to its famous cockles and
laverbread. Together with hot Welsh
cakes straight from the griddle, they

provide a true taste of  Wales! 
With four entrances and stalls all on
one level, under a vast dome roof, it’s
easy to access and wander around.  
Coach groups can benefit from free
parking and information packs
including special ‘Daytripper
Discount’ cards and City Centre
pocket maps to explore the area.
Coach drivers can also enjoy a free
lunch and are welcome to use the

market’s rest room facilities.  For
shoppers with mobility aid
requirements, Swansea’s Mobility
Hire is conveniently located next to
the coach drop off  point.
For information on Swansea
Market and to book your group
visit, please contact Swansea City
Centre Management 
Tel: 01792 63309



Aberglasney Gardens
Spectacularly located in
Carmarthenshire’s Tywi Valley
Aberglasney is one of  Wales’ finest
Gardens; one of  few Visit Wales
Gold Accolade Award Winners and
an RHS Partner Garden. We have
been ‘rolling out the red carpet’ for
groups since Aberglasney featured
on the BBC television series ‘A
Garden Lost in Time’ more than 15
years ago.
In those 15 years Aberglasney has
grown and matured to become a
plantsmans’ paradise as well as a
peaceful and relaxing morning or
afternoon out. From the unique
Elizabethan Cloister Garden to the
award winning sub-tropical indoor
garden, built within the ruinous
central court yard of  Aberglasney’s
historic Mansion House, there is
more than 10 acres of  magnificent
Gardens to explore.
Daytime and exclusive evening tours
of  the Gardens in the company of
Head Gardener Joseph Atkin are
available alongside tours exploring
the 500 year history of
Aberglasney’s House and Gardens. 
Like the Gardens Aberglasney’s
Tearooms are open 364 days of  the
year. With a terrace overlooking the
stunning Pool Garden and there is
no better place to enjoy morning
coffee, lunch or afternoon tea
Speak to a dedicated group visit
coordinator for a fast and efficient
response to all enquires.  
www.aberglasney.org

WWT Llanelli Wetland Centre 

With so many stunning, seasonal,
sights and sounds to discover, WWT
Llanelli Wetland Centre is the
perfect place for your group to
connect with nature all year round.
Llanelli Wetland Centre offers
breath-taking views over the Gower
Peninsula and our reserve literally
teems with wildlife in summer,
offering spectacular experiences for
groups of  all ages and interests. 
You can also enjoy meeting cute
wetland animals and birds from all
over the world and get up close as
you hand feed them. Watch our
flock of  Caribbean flamingos and
meet our newest arrivals, a pair of
red-crowned cranes as they perform
their ritual dances. 
As September approaches, wader
numbers increase with breath-taking
numbers of  black-tailed godwits
around. 
The site is fully accessible with
ample, free nearby car and coach
parking (free entry for coach driver)
and wide flat paths. There are plenty
of  places to sit and relax whilst
taking in the stunning surroundings,
as well as a gift shop and our NEW
Kingfisher Kitchen where we can
provide group catering packages. 
Contact us today to book your
group visit (12 or more people) to
enjoy a wide range of  benefits
including a competitive group rate.
Ask about our bespoke tours and
activities that can be tailored to suit
your groups’ needs. 
wwwt.org.uk/llanelligroups               
email  groups.llanelli@wwt.org.uk  
Tel: 01554 741087

National Botanic Garden of  Wales

Group rates from just £5 per person
are on offer at the biggest and best
garden in Wales.
This special discounted price is
available to all coach companies,
tour operators and groups (the usual
group rate being £7.50pp) for all of
April and May.
Many of  you will have visited the
Garden, described as a stunning
jewel nestled in the west Wales
countryside; you will have walked
the beautiful necklace of  lakes,
visited the fabulous new tropical
Butterfly House, the historic Double
Walled Garden, visited our licensed
restaurant and sampled meals
prepared daily using locally-sourced
ingredients.
Lord Foster’s stunning Great
Glasshouse, housing the best
collection of  Mediterranean climate
zone plants in the world, springs to
life during April and May - the most
exciting time to visit this
architectural gem and intoxicating
scents and sights from lands far
away. 
“It smells like foreign holidays”
Helen Skelton, Countryfile 
But this is a garden for all seasons.
All coach drivers receive free entry, a
main meal voucher valued at £8.95
and a £2 gift voucher for our
Garden gift shop or plant sales.
There’s plenty of  FREE parking –
including a 20-bay coach park - and
we’re conveniently located just 2
minutes from the main A48/M4
South Wales superhighway, an hour
west of  Cardiff. 
Tel: 01558 667149 or
gatehouse@gardenofwales.org.uk
www.botanicgarden.wales
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The perfect group visit

botanicgarden.wales

National Botanic Garden of Wales: Special discounted group rates from £5 

Call 01558 667149 to book or email info@gardenofwales.org.uk for more info

“The most 
accessible attraction 

I’ve ever visited”
MRS E HAVERCRAFT, MANSFIELD, NOTTS



10 Things You
Didn’t Know
About West
Wales
1. There’s gold in them thar hills.
Possibly. Dolaucothi Gold Mines at
Pumsaint is the only known Roman
gold mine in Britain. It eventually
closed in the 1930s but your groups
can still take an underground tour –
and pan for gold themselves.

2. Held annually on the cusp of  June
and July, Pembrokeshire Fish Week
is a whopper of  a festival with more
than 250 events celebrating the
county’s great seafood and beautiful
coastline.

3.  The importance of  St David’s in
medieval times can be identified
because it is documented that two
visits to St David’s Cathedral was the
equivalent to one pilgrimage to
Rome and three visits equaled a
pilgrimage to The Holy Land.

4. Afan Forest Park is legendary
among mountain bikers with six
world-class cycling trails set in
breathtaking natural beauty. But it’s

not all jumps, bumps and hurtling
descents. There are plenty of  routes
for beginners, including a Rookie
Trail, and they do bike hire too.

5. Epic landscape everywhere you
turn. Not content with three
National Parks covering a fifth of
the country, Wales also has five
Areas of  Outstanding Natural
Beauty. Including the very first one
in the whole of  the UK: the Gower
Peninsula, officially outstanding
since 1956.

6. The views over Milford Haven are
tremendous from the top of  the
Great Keep of  Pembroke Castle,
birthplace of  Henry VII. But your
groups might be just as inclined to
look down. Painted on the lawn is
Britain’s largest artwork – the 1,000-
square-metre Great Map of  Wales.

7. The huge rocky outcrop of
Strumble Head on the North
Pembrokeshire coast is home to one
of  Europe’s most important
wildlife-watching stations. Arctic
skuas are regularly spotted along
with dolphins, porpoises and even
killer whales.

8. The swooping A4069 Black
Mountain Pass, aka “the Top Gear
road” after Jeremy Clarkson
scorched round it, is one of  the

most scenic drives in Britain. It runs
from Llandovery across the Black
Mountain range of  the Brecon
Beacons, reaching a height of  1,617
feet above sea level and providing
astonishing views.

9. Pembrokeshire’s wild Preseli
Mountains are full of  prehistoric
remains, burial cairns and Iron Age
hill forts. Including the eerie circle
of  standing stones known as Bedd
Arthur, which some say is the final
resting place of  King Arthur
himself.

10. From November through to
January, Museum Park in Swansea is
transformed into a magical
“Waterfront Winterland” complete
with Santa’s grotto, ice rink and
funfair.
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Go to www.traveltrade.visitwales.com/
groups for bookable product,
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