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Dear Friends,

Greg and I are honored to welcome you to the Texas Governor’s Mansion to recognize and celebrate the 
recipients of the 37th and 38th annual Governor’s Volunteer Awards.

No matter the circumstance or situation, Texans always answer the call to help their neighbors, and Greg and I 
are continually inspired by the generosity and selfless dedication demonstrated by volunteers across this great 
state. The true strength of Texas is found in our people, and the 23 outstanding awardees we celebrate tonight 
are a powerful and moving testament to the character of the Lone Star State.

Now more than ever, we need to embrace our communities. As our neighborhoods and communities grow 
stronger every day, we are reminded that Texas is not great by chance; Texas is great because of dedicated 
Texans like each of you.

I am thrilled to recognize the awardees from 2020 and 2021 for leading the way. Thank you all for opening 
your hearts and your hands to your fellow Texans. And we’d like to extend a special thank you to the OneStar 
Foundation for all that you do to promote volunteerism and service in Texas.

Greg and I are grateful to serve the people of this state, and we look forward to continuing to work with all of 
you to make Texas even better.

May God bless you all, and may He forever bless the great state of Texas!

Sincerely,

Cecilia Abbott
First Lady of Texas

A LETTER FROM
The Honorary ChairThe Honorary Chair
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RECEPTION CELEBRATING THE 2020 & 2021 AWARD RECIPIENTS
Governor’s Volunteer AwardsGovernor’s Volunteer Awards

WELCOME REMARKS

Chris BugbeeChris Bugbee
ONESTAR PRESIDENT & CEO

CONGRATULATORY REMARKS & RECOGNITION OF AWARDEES

Cecilia AbbottCecilia Abbott
TEXAS FIRST LADY
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2020 & 2021
Award  RecipientsAward  Recipients

20202020
GOVERNOR’S LONE STAR ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

BILL GILLILAND

FIRST LADY’S RISING STAR AWARD
ANNIE ZHU & SHIRLEY ZHU

FIRST LADY’S RISING STAR AWARD
THE THREE MASK-ETEERS

PARTNERS IN EDUCATION AWARD
THE WOMEN’S FUND FOR

HEALTH EDUCATION AND RESILIENCY

SERVICE TO VETERANS AWARD
BRANDY BAXTER

SERVICE TO VETERANS AWARD
CARRY THE LOAD

HIGHER EDUCATION COMMUNITY IMPACT AWARD
REBUILD TEXAS CARPENTRY
SKILLS TRAINING PROGRAM

AT DEL MAR COLLEGE
CORPORATE COMMUNITY IMPACT AWARD

TEXAS MUTUAL

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP AWARD
BLAKE JENNINGS

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP AWARD
CRIME STOPPERS OF HOUSTON

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP AWARD
AMERICORPS CENTRAL TEXAS

NATIONAL SERVICE “MAKE A DIFFERENCE” AWARD
SAMANTHA MARIEL

SANDOVAL HERNÁNDEZ

20212021
GOVERNOR’S LIFETIME VOLUNTEER ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

CHUCK & GENA NORRIS

GOVERNOR’S LIFETIME VOLUNTEER ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
CINDY BRINKER SIMMMONS

GOVERNOR’S LIFETIME VOLUNTEER ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
BETTY ANN TAYLOR

FIRST LADY’S RISING STAR AWARD
HANNAH GUAN

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARD
MADAN G. LUTHRA

VOLUNTEER FAMILY OF THE YEAR
RICHARD & LINDA ZOLL

CORPORATE VOLUNTEERING CHAMPION AWARD
DIAMONDBACK ENERGY, INC.

SERVICE-LEARNING CHAMPION AWARD
THE EDINBURG HIGH SCHOOL CHAPTER 

OF THE NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY

INNOVATION IN VOLUNTEERISM AWARD
HOOKSET BROTHERS COMBAT RECOVERY

EXCELLENCE IN DISASTER VOLUNTEERISM AWARD
SOMEBODY CARES AMERICA

NATIONAL SERVICE “MAKE A DIFFERENCE” AWARD
NURIA A. DIALLO PADRO
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2020
AWARD RECIPIENTS

WINNERS OF THE 37TH 
ANNUAL GOVERNOR'S 
VOLUNTEER AWARDS
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2020 GOVERNOR’S LONE STAR ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
This award recognizes the exemplary service of an individual who has volunteered for a minimum of 15 years. Lone Star Achievers are those rare 
individuals who recognize a community need and create new systems, programs, or processes to achieve positive change. They inspire others to 

serve their cause through volunteering and philanthropy, often engaging cross sector partners for greater impact.

Since 1990, Bill Gilliland has devoted himself to making “Christmas Lane” at the Abilene State Supported Living Center the 
region’s essential holiday destination. 2019 marked the 30th anniversary of this beloved seasonal tradition, which features 

more than 100 festive displays and hosts thousands of guests from across the region. The community extravaganza 
generates free-will donations from guests for the state-supported living center, which provides direct services and 

assistance to people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Bill devotes more than 500 hours in service each 
year to coordinating Christmas Lane, and he has been instrumental in various fundraising events that have raised more 

than $650,000 in medical upgrades for the center.

BILL GILLILAND
ABILENE
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2020 FIRST LADY’S RISING STAR AWARD
This award recognizes the extraordinary contributions of an individual 18 years or younger serving and inspiring his/her community. They 

demonstrate leadership, commitment to service, and the ability to inspire others to serve. Rising Stars mobilize others to achieve measurable 
impact on critical issues within their communities. They understand the importance of collaboration and cross-generational partnerships.

Twin sisters Annie Zhu & Shirley Zhu (17) take decisive action when they see a need in their community. To tackle the 
issue of food insecurity in Houston, they launched Project Fresh Hub, a student-led volunteer service initiative dedicated 
to providing under-served communities with rescued food. From April 2018 to October 2020, the two young women led 18 
food distribution events, rescuing 11,800 pounds of unsold fresh produce and bread from grocery stores and delivering 
them to 1,550 residents in food deserts. Upon learning about budget cuts in their school district, Annie and Shirley also 

started summer math camps and workshops in 2019 that helped more than 90 fourth- through sixth-graders prepare for 
their standardized tests.

ANNIE ZHU & SHIRLEY ZHU
HOUSTON
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2020 FIRST LADY’S RISING STAR AWARD
This award recognizes the extraordinary contributions of an individual 18 years or younger serving and inspiring his/her community. They demonstrate 

leadership, commitment to service, and the ability to inspire others to serve. Rising Stars mobilize others to achieve measurable impact on critical 
issues within their communities. They understand the importance of collaboration and cross-generational partnerships.

When the COVID-19 pandemic began, Amar Sehgal (17), Karthik Bhagavatula (15), and Praneel Bhagavatula (13) 
— known as “The Three Mask-eteers”—banded together to apply their ingenuity and community spirit toward designing and 

producing high-quality, long-use masks that have aided Houstonians and other Texans in falling prey to the deadly virus. 
The team spent weeks researching and developing a reusable 3-D printed mask prototype with disposable filters, then 

collaborated with Environmental Officers at local hospitals to further refine the mask design. Over the course of five months, 
more than 200 masks and 2,000 filters have been distributed at no cost to vulnerable populations across the state, including 

healthcare workers and first responders.

THE THREE MASK-ETEERS
HOUSTON
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2020 PARTNERS IN EDUCATION AWARD
This award recognizes an individual or group that demonstrates measurable impact on a recognized need within a public, charter or parochial 

school(s). The Partner has implemented innovative and/or informed or evidence-based solutions to further educational goals for students. They are 
committed to long term results and employ an evaluation component for continual learning and improvement of the program or intervention.

The Women’s Fund understands that “good health promotes education, and education promotes good health.” For more 
than 40 years, The Women’s Fund has provided creative and effective health education programs for at-risk adolescent 

girls in the Greater Houston community. Their programs engage well-trained volunteers to serve as mentors and 
facilitators at campuses and community centers across the Houston area, and the organization collaborates closely with 
health professionals and teen groups to produce up-to-date, research-based curriculum. The Women’s Fund serves more 

than 12,000 girls annually.

THE WOMEN’S FUND
FOR HEALTH EDUCATION AND RESILIENCY

HOUSTON
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2020 SERVICE TO VETERANS AWARD - INDIVIDUAL
This award recognizes an individual or group that has designed program(s) or services to meet the needs of military-connected families or 
individuals. The exemplary service will show respect for the unique challenges of military-connected families and individuals. The awardee 

demonstrates cross-sector engagement, including significant input from those served.

Air Force veteran Brandy Baxter has collaborated with nearly every veterans organization in the Dallas-Fort Worth area 
to increase awareness about the unique needs of women veterans. She uses her professional experience in personal 
finance to host webinars and workshops for women veterans who may need assistance in managing their household 
income, and she has been a voice for women veterans as a frequent speaker on panels, podcasts, and advocacy and 

training events. Through her work with At Ease Texas, a non-profit for women veterans, by women veterans, Brandy was 
instrumental in bringing the Women Veteran Network program to Dallas and has created many networking opportunities 

for women veterans who want to connect with each other.

BRANDY BAXTER
DALLAS-FORT WORTH
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2020 SERVICE TO VETERANS AWARD - ORGANIZATION
This award recognizes an individual or group that has designed program(s) or services to meet the needs of military-connected families or individuals. 

The exemplary service will show respect for the unique challenges of military-connected families and individuals. The awardee demonstrates cross-
sector engagement, including significant input from those served.

What started in 2011 as an event with the mission to restore the true meaning of Memorial Day, has grown into a nationally 
recognized nonprofit organization that provides active ways to connect Americans to the sacrifices made by our military, 
veterans, first responders and their families. As Carry The Load celebrated its 10-year anniversary in 2021, its awareness 
program, which began as a 20-hour walk in Dallas, has grown into a national movement featuring a national relay which 

travels through 45 states, 70+ city rallies throughout the month of May and culminates in Dallas over Memorial Day weekend. 
Volunteers participate year-round by cleaning headstones at the National Cemeteries, attending Patriot Day and Veterans 

Day events, and helping educate the next generation through the Carry The Flag education program.

CARRY THE LOAD
NORTHEAST TEXAS
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2020 HIGHER EDUCATION COMMUNITY IMPACT AWARD
This award recognizes a community college that supports and encourages civic engagement and volunteering as a core value. They demonstrate 
how students are engaged in intentional cross sector collaboration to address one or more identified needs within the community. The institution 

is considered a valuable partner in addressing community needs either through coarse curriculum or intentional service learning.

After enduring the devastation of Hurricane Harvey, Del Mar College remains invested in the long-term recovery of Texas 
with its innovative Rebuild Texas Carpentry Skills Training Program, which launched the summer of 2019. This unique 

10-week program was created to address the Coastal Bend region’s immense housing loss and growing unemployment 
numbers with a practical and versatile solution rooted in community service. The coursework combines traditional 

classroom instruction with hands-on experience in construction and carpentry: participants engage in a service 
learning project using the essential skills they learn to build a tiny home that is donated to a local school or church.

REBUILD TEXAS CARPENTRY
SKILLS TRAINING PROGRAM

COASTAL BEND
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2020 CORPORATE COMMUNITY IMPACT AWARD
This award recognizes a private sector entity, including small businesses, for implementing employee volunteer programs that have demonstrable 

community impact. Nominees have community service as a core value and business strategy. They go beyond episodic volunteering and are 
committed to long-term community engagement.

On a mission to build a stronger, safer Texas, Texas Mutual has a culture of service spurred by team members who 
are dedicated to making our state a better place to live and work. In 2019, 473 Texas Mutual employees volunteered an 
impressive 5,300 hours for 103 nonprofit organizations across the state. The depth of Texas Mutual’s engagement can 
be seen in their longstanding partnership with the Central Texas Food Bank. In addition to providing nearly 550 hours 

of volunteer support to the organization, they also used their business expertise to revamp pantry distribution logistics 
and operations to better serve families in need.

TEXAS MUTUAL
CENTRAL TEXAS & STATEWIDE
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2020 COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP AWARD - INDIVIDUAL
This award recognizes an individual, group, or organization for strengthening their community through intentional partnerships. They understand 
the importance of service and developing connections between groups and individuals and forge collaborative solutions to meet local needs. They 

exhibit a dedication to their community that inspires those around them to serve. 

Pastor Blake Jennings noticed a need in 2015 when multiple single mothers in his College Station congregation 
came to him with vehicle problems. Blake and his wife Julie created a nonprofit called OnRamp that provides reliable 

transportation to people in need, setting them on the path to self-sufficiency and enabling them to care better for their 
families. OnRamp’s impact has been substantial, donating 51 vehicles to date, and repairing approximately 30 more. 

OnRamp actively engages volunteers in both vehicle repair and client care and partners with more than two dozen local 
businesses and charitable organizations.

BLAKE JENNINGS
COLLEGE STATION
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2020 COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP AWARD - ORGANIZATION
This award recognizes an individual, group, or organization for strengthening their community through intentional partnerships. They understand the 

importance of service and developing connections between groups and individuals and forge collaborative solutions to meet local needs. They exhibit a 
dedication to their community that inspires those around them to serve. 

Crime Stoppers of Houston is leading Texas and the U.S. with innovative crime prevention programming to keep our 
communities safe. Established in the early 1980’s as solely a Tip Line Program, Crime Stoppers remains committed to its 

mission to solve and prevent all crimes and now offers a robust public safety program that is reaching millions each year 
through its Safe School Institute, Safe Community Program, and victim services and advocacy programs. In 2019, Crime 

Stoppers reached more than 5.2 million community members, educated over 1.2 million students, and provided crisis 
services and support to nearly 250 victims and survivors. Through the power of volunteers, they also led the State to pass 
three legislative bills to enhance victim’s rights and public safety and reached over 850 victims through peer support, legal 

advocacy, parole board hearings, support group meetings, and annual events.

CRIME STOPPERS OF HOUSTON
HOUSTON
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2020 COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP AWARD - NETWORK
This award recognizes an individual, group, or organization for strengthening their community through intentional partnerships. They understand 
the importance of service and developing connections between groups and individuals and forge collaborative solutions to meet local needs. They 

exhibit a dedication to their community that inspires those around them to serve.  

AmeriCorps Central Texas (formerly ServeAustin Collaborative) is a collaboration of nine organizations that offer a 
wide range of opportunities to create a better future for everyone in Central Texas through paid AmeriCorps service. 

Together, the organizations engage 500+ AmeriCorps members annually in providing direct services to youth and 
adults living in low-income communities across the region.  Because completing a service year can be a life-changing 

experience that builds skills, expands networks, and creates pathways to higher education and employment, ACT 
is working to build a more local, more diverse service corps whose members will shape their own futures while 

strengthening their local community. 

AMERICORPS CENTRAL TEXAS
CENTRAL TEXAS
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2020 NATIONAL SERVICE “MAKE A DIFFERENCE” AWARD
This award recognizes the exemplary achievement of a national service who is currently serving or has served the State of Texas. The volunteer has 

achieved extraordinary impact above and beyond the scope of their service requirement. 

Samantha Mariel Sandoval Hernández has served as an advisor to Manor New Technology High School juniors and seniors 
as an AmeriCorps member with College Forward, which pairs recent college graduates with students to empower them to 
achieve their post-secondary goals. During the 2019 school year, she served a caseload of 16 seniors and 17 juniors in the 
College Forward program. All 16 seniors completed the FAFSA or TASFA compared to a national average of 60%. In addition 

to managing her required caseload, Coach Sam provided individualized support and guidance to many additional New 
Tech students—100% of graduating seniors and 75% of juniors—introducing them to the college application process and 

discussing post-secondary plans.

SAMANTHA MARIEL SANDOVAL HERNÁNDEZ
MANOR
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2021
AWARD RECIPIENTS

WINNERS OF THE 38TH 
ANNUAL GOVERNOR'S 
VOLUNTEER AWARDS
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2021 GOVERNOR’S LIFETIME VOLUNTEER ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
This award recognizes the outstanding service of an individual who has volunteered for a minimum of 15 years in Texas communities. Lifetime 

Volunteer Achievement Award winners are those rare individuals who recognize a community need and create and engage in innovative and sustained 
volunteer service to achieve positive change.

Known as an actor and martial arts legend, Chuck Norris, alongside his wife Gena, has channeled his skills and celebrity 
into helping youth develop the mental and physical strength to deal with life’s challenges. Chuck launched Kickstart Kids 

in 1992 with the goal that students will develop character, create stronger school and family connections, strive for higher 
academic and social success, and become productive members of their community. The program engages students, often 

from vulnerable communities, with a healthy peer group and the positive influence of a strong role model and mentor 
in their instructor. More than 110,000 students have benefitted from this life-changing program since its inception. In 

addition to their ongoing leadership of Kickstart Kids, the Norris’ volunteer efforts also include visiting hospitalized and 
active troops, serving as a spokesperson for United Way, and serving on the board of the Council on Bible Curriculum in 

Public Schools and Rachel’s Challenge. Additionally, Gena serves on the Advisory Board for the Council for Life and Board of 
Reference on the Christian Film and Television Commission.

CHUCK & GENA NORRIS
NAVASOTA
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2021 GOVERNOR’S LIFETIME VOLUNTEER ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
This award recognizes the outstanding service of an individual who has volunteered for a minimum of 15 years in Texas communities. Lifetime 

Volunteer Achievement Award winners are those rare individuals who recognize a community need and create and engage in innovative and 
sustained volunteer service to achieve positive change.

Cindy Brinker Simmons has devoted her life to uplifting the lives of pediatric cancer patients throughout Texas and 
supporting those battling illness, hopelessness, or isolation fostered by this disease. Since Cindy established Wipe Out 
Kids’ Cancer (WOKC) in 1980, it has grown to be one of Dallas’ largest pediatric cancer organizations, providing critical 

seed money for childhood cancer research, supplying comfort items to young cancer patients during hospital stays, and 
offering year-round social events and programs designed to encourage these brave heroes and their families. She has 
proven to be a powerhouse fundraiser while also personally engaging with young “WOKC Warriors” and their resilient 

families battling pediatric cancer.

CINDY BRINKER SIMMONS
DALLAS-FORT WORTH
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2021 GOVERNOR’S LIFETIME VOLUNTEER ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
This award recognizes the outstanding service of an individual who has volunteered for a minimum of 15 years in Texas communities. Lifetime 

Volunteer Achievement Award winners are those rare individuals who recognize a community need and create and engage in innovative and 
sustained volunteer service to achieve positive change.

For 24 years, Betty Ann Taylor has run the Year-Round Manna Ministry, a program of Chapelwood United Methodist Church that 
builds a bridge of hope for families in crisis in the Houston community. What started as a Christmas giving campaign has evolved 
under her leadership to provide basic necessities—rent, utilities, food, and clothing—to more than 3,600 families. By working with 

the Spring Branch Independent School District and Communities in Schools social workers on school campuses, Betty Ann has 
created a sustainable system for serving the most vulnerable families in the community, even throughout the past pandemic 

year. Kids, the Norris’ volunteer efforts also include visiting hospitalized and active troops, serving as a spokesperson for United 
Way, and serving on the board of the Council on Bible Curriculum in Public Schools and Rachel’s Challenge. Additionally, Gena 

serves on the Advisory Board for the Council for Life and Board of Reference on the Christian Film and Television Commission.

BETTY ANN TAYLOR
HOUSTON
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2021 FIRST LADY’S RISING STAR VOLUNTEER AWARD
This award recognizes the extraordinary contributions of Texans 18 years of age or younger serving and inspiring their community through service. 

These young volunteers demonstrate leadership, commitment to service, and the ability to inspire others of all ages to serve.

At age 11, Hannah Guan founded San Antonio Math Include (SaMi) to offer greater access to STEM education to all students 
from different backgrounds, experiences, and cultural perspectives. In four years, Hannah has grown SaMi into an 

international network connecting more than 36,000 students to tutors, principals, counselors, teachers, and after-school 
program coordinators in hundreds of schools across the world. SaMi offers free classes, develops curriculum, and awards 

scholarships to close the digital divide for students from low socioeconomic backgrounds. Through partnerships with 
the United Nations Major Group of Children & Youth and the Global Youth Constituency for Quality Education, SaMi’s online 
curriculum programs are accessible to more than 300,000 students around the world. As a leading member of the Texas 

Student Bill Demands and vice-chair of San Antonio Youth Commission, Hannah leads the AI Closing the Digital Divide Move 
to introduce artificial intelligence and provide training to teachers in all high schools in San Antonio.

HANNAH GUAN
SAN ANTONIO
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2021 VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARD
This award recognizes extraordinary contributions of Texans 19 years of age or older serving and inspiring their community through service. 
The Volunteer of the Year showcases exceptional leadership and dedication to address community challenges while inspiring others to serve.

Since COVID-19 hit the Houston community, Madan G. Luthra has volunteered more than 30 hours a week to support 
families in distress through Sewa International’s Family Services program. In addition to answering calls on the nonprofit’s 
helpline and connecting families to groceries, supplies, funeral arrangements, and other social services, Madan actively 

volunteers with local food and COVID-19 vaccination drives organized in collaboration with local faith-based and 
community organizations. As a retired research scientist, Madan has spearheaded the creation of a donor registry website 
that connects plasma donors with COVID-19 patients undergoing convalescent plasma therapy. Madan was honored by the 
Hindus of Greater Houston with the 2020 Akhil Chopra Unsung Heroes Award and was featured for his efforts in Houston 

Chronicle’s “Heroes of the Front Line” series and in Alumni Magazine of University of Leeds UK, where he received his 
doctorate education.

MADAN G. LUTHRA
HOUSTON
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2021 VOLUNTEER FAMILY OF THE YEAR
This award recognizes outstanding families (two or more related individuals) that volunteer together to create meaningful impact in their 
communities. The Volunteer Family of the Year is a true champion of service and a role model for family involvement in their community.

Richard and Linda Zoll have served with SEARCH Homeless Services for over 20 years — from preparing and serving 
meals to essentially adopting one of the sites at which SEARCH’s clients reside. Every month, the Zolls visit the 

Temenos apartments to create connections and celebrate milestones with those making the emotional transition 
from homelessness to housing. They host BINGO games with birthday celebrations and lead field trips, allowing 

residents to integrate more fully into the community. They also verified and assisted with voter registration for all 115 
residents at Temenos.

RICHARD & LINDA ZOLL
HOUSTON
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2021 CORPORATE VOLUNTEERING CHAMPION AWARD
This award recognizes private sector corporations and small businesses for implementing employee volunteer programs that have demonstrable 

community impact and set community service as a core value and business strategy.

Diamondback Energy, Inc. understands the importance of building a culture of giving back and has channeled this into 
support for local public schools. With the Permian Basin’s growing population of English as a Second Language learners, 

the company encourages employees as well as other local groups to get involved and has implemented literacy and 
STEM programs at school campuses and other youth nonprofits. In addition, Diamondback Energy leaders and employees 

are encouraged to actively serve on boards that support the work of educating students, providing adequate facilities, 
technology, and safety for public schools, and building up the local workforce. In addition to their support of education, 

the Diamondback Energy team also assists local nonprofit Keep Midland Beautiful with efforts to keep the city growing and 
green. Since the start of 2020, the company has contributed about 430 hours of service and over $5.2 million dollars to the 

Permian Basin community. 

DIAMONDBACK ENERGY, INC.
MIDLAND/PERMIAN BASIN
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2021 SERVICE-LEARNING CHAMPION AWARD
This award recognizes private sector corporations and small businesses for implementing employee volunteer programs that have demonstrable 

community impact and set community service as a core value and business strategy.

The Edinburg High School Chapter of the National Honor Society has been a major asset in helping the South Texas 
Literacy Coalition with community outreach. During the COVID-19 pandemic, the group was instrumental in setting up and 

preparing for drive-by distributions and handed out more than 10,000 free books to students whose families are financially 
challenged. In addition, they have developed literacy activities, presented bilingual online book readings, and are presently 
hosting a virtual book club with the goal of helping students develop a love for reading and writing. Many of the members 
also serve with South Texas Literacy Coalition as interns, helping to manage the office and organize literacy resources. In 

addition to these efforts, the members of the Edinburg Chapter of the National Honor Society assist other nonprofits in the 
South Texas Region, including the Food Bank of the Rio Grande Valley, Ronald McDonald House, Greater Gold Foundation, 

Capable Kids Foundation, and Kiwanis International.

THE EDINBURG HIGH SCHOOL
CHAPTER OF THE NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY

EDINBURG
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2021 INNOVATION IN VOLUNTEERISM AWARD
This award recognizes organizations supporting or engaging volunteers that truly think outside the box to make volunteerism more accessible, 

more productive, and more available to their fellow Texans.

Hookset Brothers Combat Recovery 501c3 provides free hunting and fishing trips to aid veterans recovering from 
combat-related Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. Founded by wounded soldiers from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, 

this small East Texas nonprofit engages volunteers to support more than 100 combat veterans and their families 
each year. In addition to reaffirming the outdoors to veterans who are struggling with PTSD or suicidal thoughts, the 

organization provides Gold Star Families with hunting and fishing excursions while serving as male role models to help 
youths heal during their time of need. Beyond the outdoor programs, Hookset Brothers Combat Recovery has raised 

funds for funerals of fallen servicemen and women and host holiday celebrations for military families. They also 
volunteer as boat captains for high school fishing teams and as youth sports coaches within their community.

HOOKSET BROTHERS COMBAT RECOVERY
BULLARD
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2021 EXCELLENCE IN DISASTER VOLUNTEERISM AWARD
This award recognizes organizations, cities, and counties that do an exceptional job of utilizing volunteers to meet the needs of Texas communities during 
all phases of disaster – mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery. Awardees exemplify communication, coordination, and collaboration and are a 

model for disaster volunteerism in Texas.

During times of disaster, Somebody Cares America (SCA) mobilizes local churches and partner organizations to serve 
communities by providing financial and material resources along with training, manpower, leadership, and expertise. As a result, 

churches and their members become a volunteer army equipped to meet the needs of their neighborhoods. In every region of 
Texas and following every major disaster, SCA partner volunteers have distributed meals, supplies, and resources and assisted 
survivors with property repair and clean-up. Following Winter Storm Uri, SCA distributed plumbing supplies to address problems 
created by the freezing cold and provided nearly $100,000 in community grants and individual assistance to those impacted. In 
response to COVID-19, SCA supplied thousands of N-95 masks to first responders, medical professionals, and others throughout 
Texas. In the greater Houston area alone, SCA gave out $280,000 in funding as well as valuable in-kind gifts through dozens of 

partner churches and ministries to assist with hardships caused by the pandemic.

SOMEBODY CARES AMERICA
HOUSTON
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2021 NATIONAL SERVICE “MAKE A DIFFERENCE” AWARD
This award recognizes the exemplary achievements of an AmeriCorps member or AmeriCorps Seniors volunteer who is currently serving or has served 
in the last three years in the state of Texas. Awardees go above and beyond the scope of their service requirements and inspire others to serve while 

creating meaningful impact.

As an AmeriCorps member with Communities In Schools of San Antonio, Nuria A. Diallo Padro was innovative in the 
programming and outreach she provided to empower middle school students to excel academically, grow in their social-

emotional learning, and explore future aspirations. Through a combination of trusting relationships and strategic execution, 
Nuria was able to effectively respond to the needs of families during the COVID-19 pandemic and Winter Storm Uri. In the 

midst of disaster, Nuria worked systematically to compile and share resources and outreach to disproportionately affected 
families. Responding to the urgent need for sustained food assistance, Nuria raised emergency funds to deliver grocery gift 

cards, and she partnered with the San Antonio Food Bank and the local school district to host a Mobile Food Pantry at her 
campus. As an AmeriCorps VISTA alumnus, Nuria used the skills from her VISTA experience to promote a food distribution 

event that engaged local community pantries and provided food support to 450 families.

NURIA A. DIALLO PADRO
SAN ANTONIO
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RONNIE HAGERTY HOUSTON CHAIR | ONESTAR NATIONAL SERVICE COMMISSION

ANNETTE JUBA AUSTIN VICE CHAIR | ONESTAR NATIONAL SERVICE COMMISSION

COREY TABOR MANOR SECRETARY | ONESTAR NATIONAL SERVICE COMMISSION

ROBERT WRIGHT DALLAS CHAIR | ONESTAR FOUNDATION BOARD

BENJAMIN MONTANEZ SAN ANTONIO SECRETARY | ONESTAR FOUNDATION BOARD

Board  MembersBoard  Members

For nearly half a century, the State of Texas has recognized the critical importance of civic engagement in building 
resilient and thriving communities. When OneStar was established to carry on this legacy, the Governor described 
Texans as “a dedicated and selfless people who have a long and proud history of responding when their neighbors 

need help” and cited the power of volunteer action to “transform our communities, our families and the lives of 
individual Texans, and enrich the life of the volunteer.”

OneStar harnesses this extraordinary Texan spirit of service by creating pathways for individuals and organizations 
to engage, connect and accelerate impact for our state. Through our diverse initiatives, we equip Texans to develop 
and advance innovative solutions to our state’s most pressing challenges. Born from state government, we carry out 
our mission for Texas with direction and guidance from the Office of the Governor. We are recognized nationally as 
a leader in administering AmeriCorps resources, as a statewide voice for the nonprofit sector, and as a respected 

partner to foundations, state agencies, and the business community. Together, we are One Texas, united in building 
resilient and thriving communities. 

Learn more at onestarfoundation.org

MEGAN AGHAZADIAN AUSTIN
MICHELLE BREWER SILSBEE

BRENDA DEES BEEVILLE
MARCOS DELGADO EL PASO

GEORGE GREEN NEW BRAUNFELS
ELEXIS GRIMES CEDAR PARK

KATHY KABELL WICHITA FALLS
MARY GRACE LANDRUM HOUSTON

LILLIAN LUCERO AUSTIN
MICHAEL PARKER WEATHERFORD

SARA RAMIREZ AUSTIN
GIRIEN SALAZAR DALLAS

GENE SEAMAN CORPUS CHRISTI
JAMES SENEGAL SPRING

MOISES MOLINA VILLANUEVA BROWNSVILLE
CHUCK WRIGHT FRISCO
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THE 39TH ANNUAL
GOVERNOR’S VOLUNTEER AWARDS 

Let us know about individuals and organizations making an impact in communities across Texas 
through service and volunteering! Shine a spotlight on inspiring stories and give statewide 

recognition to the diverse ways that Texans are giving back with their time and talents.
 

Submit nominations now at onestarfoundation.org/governors-volunteer-awards

Nominations are now open for theNominations are now open for the


