
Introduction to The Gospel and 
Letters of Saint John (part 1 of 4)
The Gospel

The last verse before the Appendix to the 
fourth gospel (20:31) specifies the book’s 
literary form. It is a ‘gospel’, just as the 
preaching of the earlier Church was a 
‘gospel’; i.e. it proclaims that Jesus is 
Messiah and Son of God, and its teaching, 
based on the ‘signs’ that Jesus gave, aims 
at bringing men to believe in the Messiah 
and so to attain life. The fourth gospel, 
therefore in spite of all the clues to its late 
composition, is not unrelated to the most 
primitive Christian ‘kerygma’, or message, 
and in fact it preserves both the structure 
and the chief points of this message, e.g. the 
Holy Spirit descends, as the Baptist testifies, 
to point out Jesus as Messiah, 1:31-34; 
Christ’s ‘glory’ is manifested in his work 
and word, 13:1 – 20:20; the apostles are sent 
out with the gift of the Spirit and the power 
to forgive sins, 20:21-29. The book claims, 
moreover, to fulfil the condition that (cf. 
Ac 1:8+) qualifies a witness as ‘apostolic’: 
i.e. it offers an (unnamed) eyewitness for 
its guarantor, ‘the disciple Jesus loved’, 
who actually took part in the events of the 
Passion, 13:23; 19:26, 35; cf. 18:15f, saw 
the empty tomb, 20:2f, and the risen Christ, 
21:7, 20-24, and was perhaps one of the first 

two disciples of Jesus, 1:35f.

There are some features peculiar to the fourth 
gospel that mark it off sharply from the 
Synoptics. In the first place, its author seems 
to have been influenced to a considerable 
extent by ideas current in certain sections 
of Judaism, ideas that are reflected in the 
newly discovered Essene documents of 
Qumran. In this school of thought, the great 
emphasis laid on ‘knowledge’ has given its 
vocabulary the sort of tinge to be found in 
later Gnostic literature: e.g. the contrasting 
pairs ‘light-darkness’, ‘truth-lies’, ‘angel of 
light-angel of darkness (Beliar)’ which all 
have a dualist flavour. At Qumran – in view 
of its expectation of an imminent divine 
Coming – a particular stress was laid both 
on the need for unity and on the necessity 
for mutual love. All these ideas which recur 
in the fourth gospel are characteristic of the 
Judaeo-Christian milieu in which it must 
have originated.

In the second place there is this further 
difference, that the fourth gospel is far 
more concerned than the Synoptics to 
bring out the significance of the events of 
Christ’s life and of all that he did and said. 
The things Christ did were ‘signs’: their 
meaning, hidden at first, could be fully 
understood only after his glorification, Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551

Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr THOMAS LIM OCD, Priests in 
Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex 
Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from 
5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at the baptistery (back of the church). On 
Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily
Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am to 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am to 1.00pm
  Lunch hours: 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.
Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i)  Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass 
offerings; (ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community; 
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the 
poor and needy.

READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year A) Pg 488
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Here I am Lord! I come to do your will.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 20 January 2020 - SAT 25 January 2020
MON: 1 SM 15:16-23, MK 2:18-22 TUE: 1 SM 16:1-13, MK 2:23-28 WED: 1 SM 17:32-
33, 37, 40-51, MK 3:1-6 THU: 1 SM 18:6-9; 19:1-7, MK 3:7-12 FRI: 1 SM 24:3-21, MK 
3:13-19 SAT: ACTS 22:3-16, MK 16:15-18

19 January 2020 Year ASecond Sunday in Ordinary Time

SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building 
is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. 
For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be closed. Subsequent niche blessings and 
internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche 
blessing and internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put 
on personal protection gears when they enter the columbarium. 

My P@rish 150 - The Parish is producing a book that showcases the Church’s space, people, 
and priests to celebrate our 150th Anniversary. We encourage everyone to participate in this 
community project. You can be a parishioner or a visitor to our church. My P@rish 150 is a 
book about you, for you, and by you.

There are three themes for the book: space, people and priests. They are open to your 
interpretation and definition.
Here are some prompts to help you in your story-telling:
What is your favourite spot in the church — does it inspire or comfort you?
What is your funniest experience within SPP?
Did a priest leave a deep or even life-changing impression on you?

Be free in the way you would like to share your story! Entries may be submitted in the following 
forms: prose, poems, paintings, photos, illustration, or song. Detailed specifications, more 
information and additional prompts may be found at https://www.spp150.com/1st-project
Please submit all entries to myparishspp150@gmail.com. When submitting your entry, please 
include your name, age, gender, handphone number and your email address. Please also include 
the year in which you started to attend mass in SPP. Please submit your article soon.



2:22; 12:16; 13:7. The things he said had a 
deeper meaning not perceived at the time, 
cf. 2:20+; it was the business of the Spirit 
who spoke in the name of the risen Christ, 
to remind the disciples of what Jesus had 
said, to deepen their understanding of it, 
and to ‘lead’ them ‘into the whole truth’, cf. 
14:26+. The fourth gospel is revelation at 
this stage of development. 

Moreover, this gospel is far more 
interested that the Synoptics in worship 
and sacraments. It relates the life of Jesus 
to the Jewish liturgical year, and associates 
his miracles with the principal feasts: the 
Temple is often given as the setting both 
for them and for Christ’s discourses. Jesus 
asserts that he himself is the focus of a 
religion, restored ‘in spirit and in truth’, 
4:24, but a religion also which is expressed 
in the very sacraments through which 
it works. The dialogue with Nicodemus 
includes all the essentials of a baptismal 
instruction, 3:1-21, and the narratives of 
the man born blind and of the paralytic 
seem to presuppose the ideas of baptism as 
light, 9:1-39, and new life, 5:1-14; 7:21-24. 
Ch. 6 by itself is a complete collection of 
teachings on the Eucharist, but the entire 
gospel is pervaded by the concept of the 
Christian Passover, replacing the Jewish 
Passover, 1:29, 36; 2:13; 6:4; 19:36. Jewish 
purificatory rites, 2:6; 3:25, give way to a 
purification of the soul by the Word, 15:3, 
and the Spirit, 20:22f. In this way the life of 
Christ is seen as directly related to a living 
liturgical and sacramental Christianity.

The fourth gospel has a complex literary 
form: it is akin to the earliest Christian 
preaching, and yet at the same time it gives 
us the final results of a quest, completed 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, for a 
deeper and more rewarding apprehension of 
the mystery of Jesus. (to be cont’d)

Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966

PARISH NEWS 

MASS FOR THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 
Mass dedicated to the souls of the faithful 
departed whose remains are placed in the 
columbarium in our church, and for their family 
members is celebrated on Thu 30 Jan’20 at 
7.20am and 5.30pm.

On 1 Feb, 5.30pm and all Sunday masses on 2 
Feb, we will celebrate CANDLEMAS as it is 
the feast of the presentation of the lord. Please 
bring along your own candles for blessing. 

MASS WITH ANOINTING OF THE SICK - 
9 Feb ‘20 (Sun) at 8.30 a.m. Mandarin 
Mass. Kindly note the following Canonical 
Conditions for Anointing: The anointing of the 
sick can be administered to a member of the 
faithful who, having reached the use of reason, 
begins to be in danger due to sickness or old 
age. This sacrament can be repeated if the 
sick person, having recovered, again becomes 
gravely ill or if the condition becomes more 
grave during the same illness. For the sick 
who satisfy the Canonical Conditions and 
wish to receive the Anointing, please approach 
the Parish Secretary’s Office to furnish the 
details. Deadline: 2 Feb ‘20 (Sun)
 
CHINESE NEW YEAR’S EVE - 24 Jan ’20 
(Fri) 7.20am. No Evening Mass. CHINESE 
NEW YEAR - 25 Jan ’20 (Sat) Mandarin Mass: 
8.30am, English Masses: 10.30am and 5.30pm. 
NO Infant Jesus Devotion on Thur, 6 Feb ‘20. 
No Evening Mass 27 Jan ’20 (Mon)

150TH  ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
DINNER. An unforgettable gala event 150 
years in the making. 28 June 2020 (Sunday), 
Orchard Hotel Singapore. Tables now open for 
sale $2000 / $3000 / $5000 ENQUIRIES AND 
SALES Thresa  96930178, thresatoy@hotmail.
com Joanna 97536863 sng.joanna@gmail.com

ADULT CONFIRMATION 2020 in 
May. Compulsory 3 classes: 29 March, 5 
April & 19 April at 11.00am. Rehearsal: 26 
April @ 12.30pm Closing date: 1 March 
2020 For Enquiry at parish office or email: 
sppccdministry@gmail.com

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

HAPPY IN MY SKIN (PARENTS’ 
VERSION) Family Life Society presents 
HAPPY IN MY SKIN (Parents’ Version) on 
15 Feb 2020 from 9:00am - 12:30pm. Attend 
and be equipped with a deeper understanding 
of the ‘know hows’ to share gender identity & 
sexuality with children/youth. Register now 
bit.ly/himspvb or call 64880278! Only $15 
per pax.
 
GOTTMAN SEVEN PRINCIPLES FOR 
MAKING MARRIAGE WORK Family 
Life Society presents GOTTMAN SEVEN 
PRINCIPLES FOR MAKING MARRIAGE 
WORK (Covered in 2 sessions: 22 Feb 2020 
9am to 5pm & 23 Feb 2020 2pm to 5pm). 
A weekend of discovery and learning about 
what it takes to have a great relationship. 
Register now bit.ly/gm7pb or call 64880278. 
Early bird price at $288 per couple. (Register 
before 31 Jan)
 
SURVIVING DIVORCE Surviving Divorce 
is a programme aimed at addressing some 
of the most immediate challenges men and 
women face during and after a divorce. Join 
us at Church of Our Lady Queen of Peace, 
on Thursday evenings from 27 February to 
28 May 2020 from 7.30pm to 9.30pm for a 
deeply personal journey of hope and healing. 
Call 9780 4456 (Joann), 9383 6868 (Jileen) 
or email: cdsg@acf.org.sg to enquire. $60 fee.

UNDERSTANDING THE ESSENTIALS 
OF CANON LAW IN MARRIAGE Join in 
this programme offered by the Archdiocesan 
Commission for the Family and Catholic 
Theological Institute of Singapore to understand 
what the law of the Church teaches in relation 
to Marriage. Starts 31st January and runs every 
alternate Friday from 7.45pm to 10pm at the 
Catholic Archdiocesan Education Centre. $30 

per person (Family Ministry Members) or $60 
per person (Non-Family Ministry Members). 
Register here: http://bit.ly/fpM3_ff. Conducted 
by Fr Adrian Yeo. Dates: Jan 31, Feb 14 & 28, 
Mar 13 & 27 and Apr 17. Venue: St Peter’s 
Auditorium, Catholic Archdiocesan Education 
Centre @ 2 Highland Road, S (549102). $30 
per person per module (for Family Ministry 
members), $60 per person per module (for others)

CBN MY JOURNEY SERIES: AN 
EVENING WITH WINIFRED LOH - 13 
Feb ‘20; 7:00pm - 9:00pm, Thur (light dinner 
at 7.00pm, talk begins at 7:30pm), The Catholic 
Centre, Lvl 3 (55 Waterloo Street, S187854) 
Free Admission, Love Offering welcome. 
Registration (First come First served basis) @ 
https://bit.ly/MJSWinifred. Enquiry: errol@cbn.
sg/ 6801 7491

AT HOME RETREAT - (2 choices) Journey 
from Ashes to Easter - a 10-week programme 
based on the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius 
of Loyola to know Jesus more intimately 
in the midst of life’s daily routine. It is a 
school of prayer and a Lenten preparation 
for Easter.  Includes weekly meeting of faith 
sharing, daily prayer with Scripture and 
one spiritual direction by Cenacle Sisters & 
Team. MORNINGS: 20 Feb - 23 Apr (Thu). 
Time:  9.30am to 11.30am (Morning) Venue:  
LaSalle Centre- St. Patrick School – 490 East 
Coast Road OR EVENINGS: 20 Feb - 23 Apr 
(Thu) Time: 7.30-9.30 pm  (Evening) Venue: 
Cana - the Catholic Centre, 55 Waterloo St. 
Contribution:  $250.00

CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a free 
subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best Catholic resources for 
children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to sppchurch.formed.org. See that the 
name of Church is stated there. Click “Next”. Enter your name, email address and click “Sign Up”. 
You’re are ready to enjoy You’re ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! 
FORMED app is also available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!

NOTES FROM TALK ON PLENARY 
INDULGENCE by Fr. Edward Lim, 
OCD on 27 July 2019 is now available 
at the SPP 150th Anniversary microsite. 
Please visit https://www.spp150.com/
formation


