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Christmas? 

You may not believe this 
but Advent begins four 
Sundays from the day this 
Beacon is delivered to 
you. Advent is the first 
Sunday of the new 
liturgical year and begins 
the season where the 
Church looks towards the 
birth of the Child of 
Bethlehem. The Advent and Christmas seasons are 
among the most joyful and exciting times of the year. 
They can also be the most harried and frustrating times 
of the year. Yet for some time now we as a church and 
as a larger Christian community have sought to reclaim 
this special time of the year. It is a time when we 
contemplate and discover anew the depths of God’s 
love for us. 

I have pointed out before that December 25th is not 
really Jesus’ birthday. He was probably born in spring 
or summer since shepherds do not abide in the fields in 
winter time. That is also why a cave was not being 
used to shelter the sheep in the winter. December 25th 
is the birthday of Mithras, the hero god of the 
invincible sun. Beginning with Caesar Augustus the 
emperor himself took on many of the hero traits 
already associated with Mithras. The early Church’s 
decision to celebrate the birth of Christ on this date 
was a counter-cultural move, in which they opposed 
the “sun of righteousness” (Malachi 4:2) to the 
invincible sun which soon merged into the cult of the 
emperor. Likewise if you want a one sentence 
interpretation of the book of Revelation (NOT 
REVELATIONS) it is: The early church is learning to 
say Lord Jesus, not Lord Caesar. 

Advent is a movement to reclaim that season and place 
a Christian emphasis on it. This “Advent Conspiracy” 
actually was the church’s decision not to copy culture, 
or to hide from culture but rather to witness to culture 
by proclaiming the birth of the true savior of the world. 
So during this Advent season we will discover some 
facts about the familiar Christmas story you may not 
know. 

For starters, the shepherds “keeping watch over their 
flock by night” actually lived in the fields in spring and 

summer and in the caves in fall and winter. Shepherds 
were essentially homeless. The statement that there 
was “no place” for Mary and Joseph therefore directly 
links them to the shepherds who also had “no place’ 
but the open fields.  

The angels’ announcement is full of phrases that had 
been used about Caesar Augustus, such as “good 
news”, “savior”, “Lord”, and “peace on earth” to show 
that Caesar, the false Lord, was being displaced by the 
true Lord. 

The shepherds are literally visited by a “multitude of 
the heavenly army.” 

I look forward to seeing you in worship over this 
Advent and Christmas season as we learn even more 
about, “this newborn King.” 

 
Faithfully, 
Pastor Jim 

 
 

 
 

 Jill Lyons November 3rd 
 Martin Flurry November 3rd 
 Judith Nides November 9th 
 Susan Hightower November 21st 
 Sara Parker November 25th 
 Vance Justice November 30th 

  
 

 

 
 
Daylight Saving Time ends at 2:00am on Sunday, 
November 6th. Don’t forget to set your clocks back one 
hour before going to bed Saturday night unless you 
want to arrive to church an hour early on Sunday 
morning. 

 
  

 

http://Lbpcusa.org
 



 
Christian sympathy is expressed to Sally 
Boulay and her family for the passing of 
her brother Charles A. Russ, III on 
October 7, 2016. His full obituary can be 
found at http://www.riemannfamily.com 
/obituaries/Charles-Russ-4/#!/Obituary 
 

 
 
In this season of 
Thanksgiving we are 
reminded not only to 
give thanks for all that 
we have but also to 
share our bounty with 
those less fortunate 
than ourselves.  
 
We thank everyone who continues bringing items on 
Sundays and placing them in the basket at the front of 
the Sanctuary or by the door in McInnis-Wharton Hall. 
These acts of generosity will be transformed into 
expressions of Thanksgiving from the recipients. 
 

 
 

 
 

The Session authorized the replacement of the 
damaged sidelight window at the back door of the 
church. The work was completed on October 27th by 
Glass Doctor. 

 
 

For our Stewardship season this year four members of 
the congregation have agreed to give brief talks, one 
each Sunday, on their reason(s) for being a member of 
our church, what they like about it and why they feel 
called to participate in church activities.  

 
 

Our annual Thanksgiving Luncheon will be held 
immediately after worship services on Sunday, 
November 20th in McInnis-Wharton Hall. The Special 
Needs Sunday School Class will join us for worship 
that day and the Resurrection Anglican Church will be 
meeting in the old Choir room. Both groups have also 
been invited to join us for lunch.  

 
 

Janis Holloway, Vicki Falks and Amanda See were 
appointed to serve on the Audit Committee to perform 
the yearly audit of the church books. 

 
 

The next Stated Session Meeting will be on Sunday, 
November 27, 2016 in the lounge immediately 
following the Monthly Fellowship after worship 
service. 

 

Elders for the Class of 2019 will be installed during the 
worship service on Sunday, December 18, 2016. 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

 Income Expenses Difference
September 2016 $ 4,311.33  $ 3,138.20 ($ 1,173.13)
YTD 2016 $ 42,563.17 $ 26,905.61 ($15,657.56)

 
 

 

 
 
Chris Hathaway asks that we keep Tom and Marilyn 
Peterman in our prayers as he is battling cancer. The 
Petermans attend the Pineville Presbyterian Church.  

Hennessey Poston, grand-daughter of Diane Kerns, 
recently had surgery and is now recuperating. Please 
remember her in your prayers. 

We have also been asked to please remember the 
following in our prayers: 

Ann & Ed Matthew 
Barnett Family Tom, Regina & Isaac McCarty 
Boswell Family Louise Ramsay 
Chelsea Sergio 
Corcoran Family Seth 
Jamie Mary Westmoreland 

  
 

 
We can be found online at 
http://LBPCUSA.org 

 

 and our Facebook page at 
http://Facebook.com/LBPCUSA. 

You can view our Facebook page even if you don’t 
have a Facebook account but, if you do have one, click 
the  button to be notified when we post updates.  

 
 

 
Our readers for the month of 
November will be:  
 
  6th Tal Flurry 20th Terry Dill 
  13th Keith Cox 27th David Braud, Sr. 
  

 
 

Submit your content for future issues of the Beacon by 
any of the following methods: 
 
By email: lbpcusa@outlook.com  
By hand: Give to Keith Cox, Ruth Lewis or place in 

the collection plate at Sunday Worship. 
By phone: Leave a message on the church answering 

machine at 228-863-7633. 
(Phone messages are checked on Saturdays) 
 
 

  
 

 
To have the Beacon emailed to you, please send a request including your name and 
email address to Lbpcusa@outlook.com. Please note that this will be maintained as 
a private email list and only used for Long Beach Presbyterian Church 
communications. 

 

The deadline for submissions to the 
December 2016 Beacon will be: 

WEDNESDAY 
NOVEMBER 23, 2016


