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President's Report

Hello everyone! Welcome to Spring 2019. It’s
great to finally see things warming up and the last of
the snow disappearing. By the time you read this the
ice will be out of the lake (more on that inside!).

I hate to open my spring greeting with this, but
unfortunately we have two reminders about how
important it is to be vigilant about protecting the water in our lake. The first, as you may have
heard, is that we had a fuel oil spill into the lake in mid-April. It was caused by a home heating
oil tank on the side of a camp that was thought to be empty but rusted through. It appears that
the spill was discovered within a week of the oil getting into the lake. The prompt action of a
few cottage owners who contacted the New Brunswick Department of Environment as well as
notified the landowner and the Lake Association, resulted in relatively quick action to begin the
clean-up, even though it was discovered in the middle of a long-holiday week-end. We’ve been
working to keep you apprised of the clean-up activities and will continue to do so. This incident
serves as a warning of just how easy it is for something to happen that can potentially harm the
lake and how we must remain vigilant to such dangers. More on this is the Water Committee
Report.

The second is that a highly invasive water plant species has been identified at numerous
locations on the Saint John River head pond – the Nackawic boat launch and the Mactaquac Park
boat launch being two of them. This plant, the Eurasian Water Milfoil, is extremely pernicious,
and it only takes a small piece of it to begin its spread into a waterbody such as our lake. Once
it’s in it is very hard to get rid of. Your Lake Association has already initiated steps to protect
Lake George from these challenges and you can read more about that in the pages that follow.

On happier notes, the ice-out date and time will be known, we have a wide selection of
merchandise for you to consider, the Water Committee will be in full swing this summer, the
New Brunswick Alliance of Lake Associations, of which we are a member, is also getting more
active, and we will have our usual suite of Spring and Summer activities for your enjoyment.

Lake George Reflections

May 2019 Issue
http: //www. lakegeorgehpi. ca Newsletter #23

In This Issue:

President's Report .............. pg.1

AdoptaHighway ................. pg.2

Water Committee Report ... pg.3

LGHPI Invasive Plant Patrol

Report .................................... pg.5

Merchandise ......................... pg.5

Contacts ................................. pg.7

Cont' d to pg. 3

http://www.lakegeorgehpi.ca


pg. 2



pg. 3

Please check out the wealth of information on our website (www.lakegeorgehpi.ca).
Last, but certainly not least, is please be thinking about renewing your Lake Association

membership this summer, and encourage your neighbours, if they aren’t members, to join us as
well. Our membership numbers are up but they could be higher. The more voices we have, the
more attention we get from the various government departments or other entities who operate
and function around our Lake, when we reach out to them.

The Annual General Meeting this summer will be on July 20, starting at 9:00 am, at Lake
George Family Campground as usual. We hope to see you there.

On behalf of your Lake George Board, we look forward to seeing you at the Lake this
spring and summer. May it be a warm and safe one.

Chris

Water Committee Report

Please see the below update from the
Water Committee on a number of different
topics.

Oil Spill

As you may be aware, a tank attached
to a camp on Cottage Lane containing an
unknown quantity of home heating oil leaked
into the Lake some time in mid-April. A number of camp owners assisted with some clean-up efforts
upon discovery of the spill over the Easter weekend and an engineering firm was on site to initiate
clean-up activities the following day. The shoreline along several properties has been affected. The
Dept. of Environment was contacted and has been on site to monitor the clean-up. The landowner
thought the tank was empty. Several updates have been provided on the Lake George Facebook site and
you are encouraged to see those updates for additional details.

A considerable amount of the oil has been removed from the lake but it may not be possible to
remove it all. It is anticipated that there will be sampling of the water and shoreline areas impacted by
the spill and that clean-up measures must meet stringent provincial guidelines. The Lake Association
will continue to monitor and report on the clean-up activities.

There is also information on the New Brunswick Provincial web site in regards to these tanks. If
you have a home heating oil tank on your property or in your house or cottage or you are considering
getting one we encourage you to follow the guidance on this site:
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/elg/environment/content/land_waste/content/o
il.html

We will be striving to identify if there are other oil tanks around the lake and approaching the
owners to ask them to consider checking them to see if they should be inspected, replaced, or if no
longer in use to confirm they are empty.
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Native Plant Booklets

LGHPI received an Environmental Trust Fund grant in 2018-19
to develop and print an inventory of common native plants. The
inventory was part of a broader effort to develop a volunteer-led
Invasive Plant Patrol to educate residents and recreational users of
Lake George on common native plants to the lake. This awareness and
education would then facilitate the identification of any non-native or
invasive species if and when they occur.

With the hard work of project volunteers Amy Cook and Kelly
Janssens, 19 plants native to Lake George were photographed,
identified, and described on plant identification cards. The cards were then formatted, laminated, and
printed in booklet form with a key ring. It is hoped that the booklets will serve as an education and
awareness tool and be used by Lake George residents in order to strengthen efforts to keep out invasive
plants.

Booklets will be distributed free of charge to LGHPI members on a first-come, first-served basis.
To renew your LGHPI membership and receive your Native Plant booklet, please contact your zone
director or see us in person at the Adopt-a-Highway clean-up (May 25) or the Annual General Meeting
(July 20).

No Trapping Signs in the Outlet Area

As was mentioned in the last newsletter, the Water Committee has
obtained permission from the private landowner in the outlet to post no
trapping signs (red dots). All applicable rules and regulations were
followed. The signs have now been posted, and it is hoped that they will
serve as a deterrent to trapping and removing beavers in the outlet area.
Note: that such signage can not be posted on the portion of land around
the outlet that is owned by the Crown.

Water Monitoring

The Board will once again be doing water quality readings and monitoring in 2019. We are
always looking for volunteers (motor boat required) to help with the testing. Please contact Chris Blair
or lakegeorgehpi@gmail.com for more information.

If you have any comments or concerns on these or other water quality matters, please contact
the Water Committee at lakegeorgehpi@gmail.com. A reminder that water quality testing data can be
found on the www.lakegeorgehpi.ca web site (click on the “About Lake George” banner and then select
the “Water Quality Testing Data” link.

New Brunswick Alliance of Lake Associations (NBALA)

We have renewed our membership for 2019. They are a busy and productive group and
provided us with information on a number of items of interest for Lake George. Mount Allison
University and Atlantic Canada Conservation Data Centre are doing a series of survey of various lakes
looking for rare species and Lake George is on his list. Eurasian Milfoil, an extremely destructive
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invasive water plant, has been discovered at the
Nackawic and Mactaquac Park boat launches.
NBALA has developed and distributed an
information sheet that we will be providing to
our members and we are also planning to
distribute them to boaters coming into Lake
George Family Campground. NBALA has also
given us warning signs to install at places
around the lake where boats are typically
launched.

Ice Out!

The official date of the ice out was Tuesday,
April 29 in the afternoon. This was very similar to last year’s ice out date of May 2 and the same date as
2017. All of the ice-out dates going back to 1973 can be found on the www.lakegeorgehpi.ca web site.

The 2019 ice-out winner(s) will be announced at the Annual General Meeting on July 20. Thanks to all
that participated!•

LGHPI Invasive Plant Patrol Report

When the LGHPI Invasive Plant Patrol (IPP) was formed two years ago, there was no
immediate concern about invasive aquatic plants appearing in our lake. In that short period of
time, however, things have changed dramatically.

A very harmful and destructive aquatic invasive plant, Eurasian water-milfoil, has been
identified in several locations of the Saint John
River. Specific locations include the Mactaquac
Marina and boat landings at Nackawic and
Woodstock.

This is alarming for a number of
reasons. EWM is easily transferred from one
body of water to another by boats, other water
craft, boat trailers and other gear. Fragments
of the plant are easily spread and grow quickly.
Once established the EWM forms dense mats
that impact native plant and fish life, as well as
impacting recreational use of the water.

Boats that use the Saint John River can easily transfer EWM to other bodies of water,
including nearby lakes, if precautions are not taken.

The EWM threat is real and it is serious. The New Brunswick Alliance of Lake
Associations (NBALA) is making this their number one priority, setting up workshops and

Cont' d to pg. 6



pg. 6

rolling out an education campaign.
The good news for Lake George, is that our “Invasive Plant Patrol” group is in place,

trained and well equipped to meet the challenge that EWM presents.
Last summer, effort was made to identify the native plants that are in our lake. This work

has been catalogued and easily referenced. This will be greatly beneficial in identifying any
invasive species of aquatic plants.

Goals of the Invasive Plant Patrol Program for the summer of 2019

✦ To become trained in “Volunteer Boat Inspections” (an educational package has been
developed by the NBALA)

✦ To add new members to the patrol group and provide orientation / training sessions

✦ To coordinate a plant survey of the shoreline of the entire lake

✦ To establish a regular schedule for checking the waters adjacent to the boat landing
areas

✦ To adopt the “ Clean, Drain, Dry “ education program ( this is a national program
authored by the Canadian Council
of Invasive Species). Signage is
being erected at identified boat
landing areas.

✦ To provide educational
opportunities for residents (both
LGHPI members and non-
members)

For information, please contact Hal Mersereau hjmers@gmail.com

LGHPI Merchandise

Now is the time to order your Lake George Swag for the upcoming season. We have a
good stock of LG Lifestyle Shirts in all sizes, we are currently running a summer special for $10
per shirt for all in stock inventory!

We are currently looking at new additions to our line which will announce prior to summer.

Contact: stuart@coveybasics.com for more information.



Other:

Post Office – Harvey (506) 366-2819

Harvey ARP Pharmacy (506) 366-6400

Dr Everett Chalmers Hospital – Non Emergency (506) 452-5400

Nackawic Health Centre (506) 575-6600

Fredericton Animal Hospital (24/7 service) (506) 455-1700

Douglas Animal Hospital (24/7 service) (506) 458-5944

Lake George Habitat Preservation Inc. Website www.lakegeorgehpi.com

Government:

Environment & Local Government (506) 453-2690

Elg/egl-info@gnb.ca

✦ To report an oil, pesticide or chemical spill 1-800-565-1633
or other environmental emergency

Department of Transportation – District Office 1-888-922-9399

(506) 453-2611

Prince William (506)363-4700

Emergency Contact Numbers:

Emergency 9-1-1

RCMP – Non emergency: Keswick (506) 357-4300

Woodstock (506) 325-3000

Nackawic (506) 575-6200

McAdam (506) 784-1205

Harvey Fire Department – Non-Emergency (506) 366-3503

Upper Kingsclear Fire Department- Non-Emergency (506) 363-5207

Cell Phone (506) 470-0034

Harvey Hospital – Non-Emergency (506) 366-6400

Tele-Care 811

Poison Control 511

New Brunswick Emergency Measures (EMO) 1-800-561-4034

Road Report 1-800-561-4063 or 511

Phone App: My511

Twitter: NB511




